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and is still traceable in the studies of such representative scholars as
Shishio Enshin #ii-¥ E[E/fE2 and Nasu Seiryu #FZHELE 3 Nonetheless, one
gets the impression that the polemical dispute between modern academics
still retains an air of sectarian bias not unlike the works of many mediaeval
and pre-modern scholastics. This, I believe, actually hampers any effort to
tackle the problem in its essence.

My view is that the controversy surrounding the allotment of the
eighth and ninth stages brought significant changes to the understanding of
the theory of the ten stages of the thought of Awakening in its entirety. A
systematic view of the relevant opinions expressed by Témitsu (Shingon)
exponents from the end of the Heian period throughout the first half of the
Middle Ages as well as a good understanding of the background of the
ideas put forward by earlier scholars is indispensible in any endevour to
disentangle the intricacies surrounding this problem. This will, I hope,
ultimately help us to elucidate the original meaning of Kukai's theory and
its historical context.

The present paper is part of this larger research project. It mainly
deals with a critical text which may have influenced the Ju j shanan sho +

{EERERD, a work which I examined in some of my earlier studies.

Postgraduate Student,
International College
for Postgraduate Buddhist Studies

2 See “Tai-T6 ryomitsu no kyohanshijo ni okeru ronso’ & B 2 DO 5 12T
L iwidt (Mikkyo kenkyiu 53032 39).

3 See ‘Ji jii shin no kései ni tsuite” TH-LORERNZ DT (Chizan gakuho 115
wRo4).
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Summary

On the Refutation Offered by the Tomitsu %
(Shingon) Tradition to the Criticism of Its
Doctrine Concerning the Ten Stages of the

Thought [of Awakening] +1F-(
HASHIMOTO Fumiko

Kukai 22 (774-835) developed his theory on the ten stages of the
thought of Awakening (Skt. bodhicitta; Ch. E$&.(») on the basis of the
passage on the generation of the mental flow /[ #8 42 B¢ found in the
Mahavairocanasutra X H#E 11t is organised into ten items which actually
encapsulate Kukai's views on the hierarchical classification of the Buddhist
teachings #¢f] and provides a fundamental piece in the doctrinal system of
the Shingon school & 5 5%. Kukai expounded this theory in the Himitsu
mandara jajishin ron WESZHEF 05 and the Hizo hovaku FhEE#,
The former, usually considered to be the earlier work, has survived in an
unfinished form. There are quite a few details concerning its formation as
well as content which remain unclear.

Kukai's theory of the ten stages of the thought of Awakening has
presented generations of scholars and followers us with many doctrinal
problems. Most notable is his allotment of the eighth stage (the so-called
ichido mui jushin —E S E() to the Tiantai/Tendai school K% % and
the ninth one (goku mujisho ji shin RiEHVEEL) to the Huayan/Kegon
# % tradition. This hierarchy which became an unmovable truth for the
Shingon exponents was, quite understandably, unacceptable to the Tendai

followers. The long-standing controversy has continued into modern times

I The sutra is contained in the Taisho Canon, vol. 18, pp. 1-55.
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