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Fast Facts about Students and Textbooks

COST USE FINANCIAL AID

Source: 2016 Florida Student Textbook and Course Materials Survey

https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+-+Executive+Summary.pdf/3c0970b0-ea4b-9407-7119-0477f7290a8b


50%
Students Delay or Avoid 

Textbook Purchase
Poorer Grades Due to Textbook 
Avoidance

85%

Ownership of Digital Textbook 
Material

0
Inflation Rate since 2000

1041% 

146%
SPARC
Edsurge
Marketwatch

IHE

https://sparcopen.org/news/2019/qa-cengage-mcgraw-hill-merger/
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2019-08-15-advocacy-group-to-doj-cengage-mcgraw-hill-merger-could-create-a-platform-monopoly-in-education
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/2-reasons-beyond-prices-that-this-merger-of-textbook-publishers-should-worry-every-college-student-2019-09-20
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2017/09/20/study-high-textbook-prices-lead-poor-grades


So, what are our 
libraries doing about 
textbook costs?



Discussion Questions
● How many have similar TAP initiatives in their library?
● How did your library fund their TAP?
● Did your library allow students to place a hold request on the item if is 

checked out already, or not checked out?



Discussion Questions
● Who or what departments were involved /contributed in the beginning 

and as the program grew?
● How did you market? What worked best? More than one medium?   

Social media, posters, email blasts?



Discussion Questions
● How is your library sustaining this valuable project?
● Do you share weekly statistics with everyone to show how useful and 

cost effective this is to your students?
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