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MATH ALIVE 

Ann Suttle 

Essay (1982 Second Place Winner) 

Most of the children in the sixth grade at Kilby School were engaged in some 
kind of business transaction when I arrived to make an observation of math 
skills and techniques for Education 306 (Math for the Elementary Teacher). I 

was amazed, and almost shocked, to see such an enthusiastic group of 

children, especially so much enthusiasm over math. I am not saying that one 
cannot be excited about math but I did find it rather unusual for everyone in a 

group of this size (about 30 children) to be so excited about this subject, 
because as everyone knows math is a subject that many of us are supposed to 

hate or dislike. At least, for many, math has this bad reputation. However, this 
reputation did not hold true here. The children were working diligently in small 
groups on various math activities. 

Mr. Harris, the teacher, had the classroom set up in a business world 
atmosphere. Each small group was operating like a business in a realistic 
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Math Alive 
(continued) 

their stock Earl's Pearl Production and were selling it for one dollar per share. 
The financial information presented to him looked very hopeful so he invested 
rather heavily. Mr. Harris probably thought: here was a chance to make a 
fortune. Too bad it was only play money in a make-believe world. Earl's Pearls 
began to drop. Then suddenly it dropped drastically-60 points. Mr. Harris lost 
many thousands of dollars and was thankful that it was only play money. 
Members of the class had great losses too. The whole class was in an economic 
depression. I guess one could say "the bottom fell out" and the moral behind 
this episode is that it is not always wise to over buy and "to think before 
indulging." 

Even though my observation period was only for one hour, I was greatly 
impressed by the realistic approach to living in a world based on monetary 
units. And too that these children are learning the rules of a democratic 
society. A program which will help them to adjust to becoming stable adults. 
This program begins in September and concludes in May, involving all subjects 
and activities of the sixth grade. It was a wonderful and enjoyable learning 
experience for this student of Education, an· experience that won't soon be 
forgotten. 
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