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Analysis of a stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the
Brinkman, Stokes, and Darcy problems

Laura Blank, Alfonso Caiazzo, Franz Chouly, Alexei Lozinski, Joaquin Mura

Abstract

In this paper we study the Brinkman model as a unified framework to allow the transition be-
tween the Darcy and the Stokes problems. We propose an unconditionally stable low-order finite
element approach, which is robust with respect to the whole range of physical parameters, and is
based on the combination of stabilized equal-order finite elements with a non-symmetric penalty-
free Nitsche method for the weak imposition of essential boundary conditions. In particular, we
study the properties of the penalty-free Nitsche formulation for the Brinkman setting, extending
a recently reported analysis for the case of incompressible elasticity (7. Boiveau & E. Burman.
IMA J. Numer. Anal. 36 (2016), no.2, 770-795). Focusing on the two-dimensional case, we obtain
optimal a priori error estimates in a mesh-dependent norm, which, converging to natural norms
in the cases of Stokes or Darcy flows, allows to extend the results also to these limits. Moreover,
we show that, in order to obtain robust estimates also in the Darcy limit, the formulation shall be
equipped with a Grad-Div stabilization and an additional stabilization to control the discontinu-
ities of the normal velocity along the boundary. The conclusions of the analysis are supported by
numerical simulations.

1 Introduction

The Brinkman problem [10], originally proposed as an alternative model approach for the flow in porous
media, is obtained as a modification of the Darcy model by equipping Darcy’s law with a resistance
term proportional to the fluid viscous stresses, targeting on a better handling of high permeability
regions.

In order to introduce the model problem of interest, let us consider a connected domain 2 C R",
n = 2,3, with boundary I' := 0f2, and let us denote by n the outer unit normal vector on I". Our
model problem is described by the following system of partial differential equations

—V  (pegVu) +ou+Vp=f, in€Q,

- . (1)
V-u=yg, inf,

where u : €2 — R” represents the fluid velocity field, p : €2 — R is the fluid pressure and
f:Q = R" g:Q — R are given data. In (1), the parameter . is called effective viscosity,
while o is given by the ratio between the fluid viscosity and the permeability of the porous medium.
Depending on the values of the aforementioned parameters, the system (1) describes a whole range
of problems between the Stokes (0 = 0) and the Darcy (u.g = 0) models.

However, this transition does not depend continuously on the physical parameters. In particular, the
standard boundary condition for pieg > 0 is

u=0, onl, (2)
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(essential boundary condition on the velocity w), whereas for peg = 0, it has to be replaced by the
condition

u-n=0, onl, (3)

which is appropriate for the Darcy problem. Likewise, when focusing on the weak counterpart of (1),
one has to consider different natural functional settings for the Stokes/Brinkman (p.¢ > 0) and Darcy
(et = 0) problems.

These aspects affect also the discrete formulation of (1) and the strategies for its numerical solu-
tion. In the context of finite element methods, the different regularity properties of the limit problems
(Stokes and Darcy) are reflected in the choice of the finite element spaces used for the velocity and
the pressure: stable and efficient elements for the Stokes problem might not provide accurate or stable
approximations in the Darcy case, and vice versa (see, e.g., [8, 12, 27]). Moreover, the discrepancy be-
tween the boundary conditions in the limit cases at the continuous level implies that imposing essential
boundary conditions on the velocity space does not allow a smooth, parameter-dependent transition
between (2) and (3), in particular at the discrete level.

Our work is motivated by the solution of direct and inverse problems in clinical applications involving
flows in porous media. Hence, the numerical method shall be robust with respect to different flow
regimes, in order to handle unknown physical parameters, and, at the same time, require relatively low
computational cost, allowing for the numerical solution in a reasonable time.

One strategy to achieve a common discretization for both, the Stokes and the Darcy problems, which
will be adopted in this paper, consists in using finite element pairs suited for both cases, possibly
including stabilization terms. Among the different possibilities, we focus on equal-order (linear) finite
elements, combined with a Galerkin Least Squares (GLS) and a Grad-Div stabilization, that guarantee
stability for the pressure and control on the divergence of the velocity. This setting, with a particular
focus on the Brinkman, Stokes and Darcy problems, has been deeply analyzed, e.g., in [3], considering
different choices for the scaling of the stabilization terms. Other options, which have been proposed in
the literature, are based on IP; /P, (stabilized) finite elements (analyzed in [12] for the Stokes-Darcy
coupling and discussed in [22] for the Brinkman problem), Taylor-Hood, MINI, and P}, /P, (stabilized)
elements [26, 21], as well as P;,/P{isS [15].

In order to tackle the issue of the need of different boundary conditions depending on the (Stokes
or Darcy) regime, we focus on the weak imposition of essential boundary conditions via a Nitsche
method. This approach, originally introduced in [29], has been extended, applied, and analyzed in
several contexts, including coupled Stokes-Darcy problems (see, e.g., [12, 15] among others), and
the general Brinkman problem (see, e.g., [26, 21, 22]), demonstrating that it is able to yield a robust
transition between the two different flow regimes. In its pioneer version [29], the Nitsche approach was
formulated as a consistent symmetric penalty method, for which stability was guaranteed choosing
the penalty parameter sufficiently large. This assumption was relaxed considering a non-symmetric
version proposed in [19], for which stability was proven for any strictly positive value of the penalty
parameter.

We investigate the so-called non-symmetric penalty-free Nitsche method, i.e., assessing the stability
of the approach even without the presence of a penalty parameter. In this case, the method can be
interpreted as a Lagrange multiplier method [31], where for the Brinkman problem the normal fluxes
at the boundary and the pressure play the role of Lagrange multipliers. The stability of the Nitsche
method without penalty was first shown in [11] for convection-diffusion problems, and more recently

DOI 10.20347/WIAS.PREPRINT.2489 Berlin 2018
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extended to compressible and incompressible elasticity [5] and to domain decomposition problems
with discontinuous material parameters [4].

The unconditional applicability in presence of variable physical parameters is our main motivation
for addressing and investigating the properties of the penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman
problem. In this case, the main challenges are related to the fact that stability has to be shown for the
pressure (in the case of equal-order finite elements) and the velocity at the boundary. For the latter, it is
important to observe that due to the differences in the limit problems (e.g., in the boundary conditions
(2) and (3)), the natural norms to be controlled depend on the physical range.

Our main result concerns the stability, the robustness, and the optimal convergence in a natural norm
of the formulation obtained by combining a penalty-free Nitsche method and a stabilized equal-order
finite element method. We show that the proposed finite element method is inf-sup stable in the whole
range of physical parameters, including the limit values pg = 0 or ¢ = 0. Moreover, our analysis
shows that the inf-sup constant does neither depend on p.g nor on o, but only on the regularity prop-
erties of the mesh and on the stabilization parameters. These results thus extend available estimates
recently provided in [21, 26] using a similar discrete setting (stabilized finite elements), where the sym-
metric Nitsche method was analyzed focusing on an adimensional version of (1) which does not allow
to control the divergence of the velocity and excludes the case o = 0.

To establish the stability of the Nitsche method, we follow a path inspired by the analysis in [5] for the
incompressible elasticity, but proposing a simpler argument. As next, we discuss the stability estimate
in the Darcy limit peg = O (or in the more general case “fTﬁ — 0), in which only the control on the
boundary normal velocity is required. We show that, focusing on the case of two-dimensional polygonal
boundaries, an additional stabilization to control the discontinuities of the normal velocity along the
boundary is required. To tackle this issue, we introduce a corner stabilization, which penalizes the
jump of the normal velocity solely on the corners of the discrete domain and allows to obtain the
aforementioned robust stability estimates and optimal a priori error estimates in a mesh-dependent
norm.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we introduce the problem setting, the finite element
formulation, and enunciate the main stability and convergence results. Section 3 is dedicated to the
technical proofs, while numerical experiments are presented in Section 4. Section 5 draws the conclu-
sive remarks.

2 A Penalty-free Nitsche Method for the Brinkman Problem

The purpose of this section is to introduce the stabilized finite element method for the Brinkman prob-
lem, the penalty-free Nitsche method for imposing essential boundary conditions, and to state the
related stability and convergence results.

2.1 The weak formulation

In what follows, we will assume to deal with a two-dimensional domain 2 C R? (i.e., setting n = 2)
with polygonal boundary I. In this setting, let us consider the Sobolev spaces (see, e.g., [1, 20]):

DOI 10.20347/WIAS.PREPRINT.2489 Berlin 2018
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Hi(Q):={veH (Q) : v[r=0},
Huvo () :={veLl’(Q) : V-vel’(Q), (v-n)|r =0},

@)= {ocrr@ [0}

We will denote by curved brackets (-,)a the L*-scalar product on A C €2, while (-, ), will be
used for integrals evaluated on the boundary, i.e., for any £ C I'. For the ease of notation, the
subscripts €2 and I will be omitted, simply denoting with (-, -) and (-, -) the scalar products in L? (£2)
and L? (T'), respectively. Furthermore, a bold faced letter will indicate the n-th Cartesian power, e.g.,
H' (R) = [H' (R)]". Finally, we will denote with ||-||, the norm on L? (€2), and with ||-||? and | - |3
the norm and semi-norm, respectively, on the Sobolev space H* () (see, e.g., [6, Def. 1.3.1, 1.3.7]).

With the above notations, we now introduce the bilinear forms

A [(u,p) ) (Ua Q>] = Heft (V’U,, VU) to (u7 v) —(p, V- U) +(V - u, Q> )

L(v,q) = (f,v)+(g9,9). (4)

In the case jter > 0, the weak formulation of problem (1), (2) reads as: Find (u,p) € Hj (£2) x
L% () such that

Al(u,p); (v,q9)] = L(v,q), ¥ (v,q) € Hy(Q) x L5 (). (5)

Detailed proofs of the well-posedness of problem (5) for f € L*(Q2) and ¢ € L2 (£2) and the
corresponding basic theory can be found in, e.g., [2, 7, 8, 20].

Depending on the given boundary conditions and the regularity of the given data, in the case pieg = 0
(Darcy limit), the weak solution to the mixed form of problem (1) can be sought either in H 4;, o (£2) x
L2 (€2) corresponding to the boundary condition (3) orin L* (Q) x [H*' (£2) N L2 (£2)].

2.2 The discrete formulation

Let us assume that the polygonal computational domain €2 admits a boundary conforming (fitted)
family of triangulations {74}, . i.e., that the discrete domain and the original domain coincide for
all h. The parameter h denotes a characteristic length of the finite element mesh 7, defined as
h := maxre7, hr, hr being the diameter of the cell T € T;,. Furthermore, we will denote by G, the
set of edges belonging to the boundary I" and with h g the length of £/ € G,,. Since we assume that
(2 is polygonal, it can be decomposed as the union of Np straight boundary segments and we denote
by C the set of corner nodes of 7j,.

We will assume that all considered triangulations are nondegenerate, i.e., there exists a constants
Csgr > 0 independent from A, such that

h
Vh>0, VT €Ty —-2L <Csg, (6)

PrT

where pr is the radius of the largest inscribed sphere in T'. This property is also known as (shape-)
regularity, see [13, p. 124], [17, Def. 1.107]. In particular, it is assumed that there exists a constant
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A stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman problem 5

1o = 1 such that :—s < 1), for any pair of adjacent edges F, £’ € Gj,. For the validity of the
arguments discussed in this paper, we assume that the mesh satisfies also the condition

no <74 4v3~13.9. (7)

Moreover, we require that the triangulation is such that the inner triangles cover an area larger than
the boundary ones. Formally, let B, := | J. Trro L e the union of all triangles which have at least
a node on the boundary. We assume that

|Br| < w|€2| (8)

with w < 1 and independent from h.

In order to define the discrete problem, let us introduce the quantity / > 0, representing a typical
physical length scale of the problem, and the parameter

V= o + 0lg” (9)

(which has the units of a viscosity). The length { has been introduced mainly for the purpose of
consistency of physical units (see, e.g., the discussion in [3]) and it is assumed to satisfy /o > hr,
forall T € {Th} =0

Let us now introduce the finite element pair

Vi={v, e H (QNC’Q) : vy|lr €P(T), VT €T},
Qn={a € LZ()NCQ) : qlr eP(T), YT € Tp},

and consider the problem: Find (uy, pr) € Vi, X Qp, such that

Ap [(wn, pn) s (Vnan)] = Ly (Vnqn) .V (Vn,qn) € Vi X Qp, (10)
with
Ap[(w,p) 5 (0,9)] - = Al(w,p); (v,q)] + Sy [(w,p) , (v,9)] + S5 ™ [(w, )]
— (et Vu - m,v) + (pn, v) + (e Vo - m,u) — (gn,u) + S,(f”;hs (u,v),
(11a)
Ly (v,q) := L (v,q) + Sy &> (v, q)] + S5 "™ [v] + ;2™ [v] . (11b)

In (112)-(11b), A[(u,p) ; (v, q)] is defined in (4) and we introduce a stabilization belonging to the
non-symmetric GLS method

s h
S (). (v,0)] =@ Y E (ou+ Vp.ow + Va)p,

TET, v (12)
GLSys,rhs L T
Sh,a [(’U, Q)] T O‘j;Th v (fv ov + Vq)T )
as well as a Grad-Div stabilization
Sy [(w,v)] =60 (V-u,V-v), .

S,f?’rhs [v] :=0dv (g, V-v).
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Additionally, we employ a stabilization term, later referred to as corner stabilization, given by

Sy [(w,0)]:=pr ) [u-n] (@) [v-n](z), (14)

zeC

where
[u-n](z):=u(x) ng—u(x) ng=u(x) (ng—ng)
denotes the jump of u - n at a corner node
xeC:={x.:JE,E' €T suchthatx., = ENE andng # ng},

with £, E’ being the two boundary edges adjacent to .

In the above definitions, «, §, and p are non-negative dimensionless stabilization parameters, which
will be assumed to be independent from the mesh size and constant in space. Notice that, in the case
of non-homogeneous boundary conditions, the corresponding right hand sides, consistent with the
boundary terms introduced in (11a) and with the corner stabilization (14), have to be included.

The stabilized formulation (10) can be regarded as a consistent extension of the pressure stabilizing
Petrov—Galerkin method (PSPG, [9]) that was introduced in [16] as an unconditionally stable (a: > 0),
non-symmetric formulation of the Stokes problem. This method can be interpreted as a non-symmetric
modification of the method proposed in [23], known as Galerkin Least Squares (GLS) method, and for
this reason we will refer to it as the 'non-symmetric GLS method’.

As it will be shown in Section 3, the stabilization (14) is one of the main ingredients of our method.
This additional term is used in order to prove robust stability estimates, in particular in the Darcy limit
(et = 0 or 0 < 1), in absence of the Nitsche penalty term.

Remark 2.1 (On the GLS stabilization terms). Note that for (12) since the velocity is approximated
using a first order Lagrange finite element space, it holds —V - (e V) = 0, which allows the
simplified expression we are using. The formulation can be analogously extended to the general case
of equal finite element pairs P /P (k > 1). In these cases, the aforementioned term has to be
included in the residuum of the momentum balance equation.

Remark 2.2 (On the Grad-Div stabilization terms). The usage of the Grad-Div stabilization (13), orig-
inally proposed in [18] (see also, e.g., [24] for further detailed more recent discussions), is motivated
here by the need of controlling the L?-norm of the divergence of the velocity in the Darcy limit. How-
ever this term is also necessary in order to provide stability with respect to the normal velocity on the
boundary (see Section 3, Lemma 3.6 for details).

Remark 2.3 (On the discrete setting). The main focus of this paper is the analysis of the penalty-free
Nitsche method for the Brinkman model. The non-symmetric GLS, the Grad-Div, as well as the corner
stabilization are motivated by our choice of the discrete setting (IP; /IP; stabilized finite elements) valid
for both the Stokes and the Darcy problems. However, it is worth noticing that the stability estimates
which will be proven for the penalty-free Nitsche method and are based on the usage of linear finite
elements for velocity and pressure, do not rely on this particular choice of the bulk stabilization, and
they can be straightforwardly extended to other approaches (e.g., PSPG or symmetric GLS).

DOI 10.20347/WIAS.PREPRINT.2489 Berlin 2018



A stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman problem 7

We conclude this section by introducing the norms considered in our analysis:

Heff v
Il PG == Mull® + > 05 llullgy + D 5~ lu-nelsy +pv ) |[u-n] ()
h hg

Eegy E€gGy xeC

v v 0T
TET

with 6 := £ € [0, 1] and

2 2 2 2
™ = pese [[Vully + o flully +ov |V - ul

As it will be shown in the next section, the scaling by 6 is necessary in order to obtain robust estimates
also in the Darcy limit (. = 0). We also observe that, if 0 = 0 (Stokes limit), the scaling factor is
equal to one. In this case, the velocity norm is analogous to the norm used (for the displacement) in
the context of the penalty-free Nitsche method for incompressible elasticity [5].

2.3 Stability and convergence results

This Section enunciates the main results of this paper, concerning stability and convergence of the
proposed penalty-free Nitsche method (10). The technical proofs will be discussed in detail in Section
3.

Theorem (Inf-sup stability) Let A, [(wn, pr) ; (Vn, qrn)] be the bilinear form defined in (11a), «, 6, p >
0, and pieg, 0 = 0 with peg + o > 0. Then there exists a constant 5 > 0, independent from h and

from the p”ySIlca/ pafal”etefs, such that
A u (v
S ( h[( h7ph)7( h7Qh)] )) 26

inf
(wnpn)€VixQ\0.0} \ (wr.a)evax@n {00} \ (@ 2u) [ (vn, @),

The inf-sup constant 3 depends only on the stabilization parameters and on the shape regularity of
the mesh.

This statement assesses unconditional stability with respect to the physical parameters, including the
limit cases o = 0 or ue.s = 0. Moreover, we also show that, for small values of the stabilization
parameters, it holds 571 = O (a~! (p~t +571)).

Theorem (A priori error estimate) Let o, 0, p > 0 and pieg, 0 = 0 with peg + o > 0. Moreover, let
(u, p) be the solution of (1) with the appropriate boundary conditions and (wy,, py,) be the solution of
problem (10). Assuming (u, p) € H? (2) x H' (£2), it holds

(e = wn, p = pa)lll, < b (Culully + Gy plly) (16)

where C,, and C,, are independent from h and for small respectively moderate values of stabilization

parameters it holds
cu=0(2], o,,:o(lll )
B vidzf3

With respect to the a priori estimate (16), let us observe that it reduces to standard estimates in the
Stokes and in the Darcy limits, for o = 0 and p.g = 0, respectively (see, e.g., [3]).

DOI 10.20347/WIAS.PREPRINT.2489 Berlin 2018
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One of the main implications of the above Theorems is therefore the fact that the penalty-free Nitsche
formulation possesses a convergence and stability behavior that is comparable to the standard for-
mulation (where essential boundary conditions are imposed in a strong sense) and to the classical
(penalty) Nitsche method (see, e.g., [22, 26]).

For the sake of completeness, it is worth observing that, in order to obtain the robust convergence
estimate (16), the scaling of the stabilization terms with the viscosity v defined in (9) is a necessary
requirement.

Alternative formulations were analyzed, e.g., in [3], for the Brinkman problem with strong imposition
of boundary conditions. There, it was shown that stability and optimal error estimates can also be
obtained by scaling the stabilization of the Darcy terms with respect to the mesh, replacing v by
Ur 1= lheff + Uh%p on each triangle T' € T;,. An analogous scaling as well has been analyzed in [28]
(stabilized finite elements for the Darcy equation) and in [26] in the context of a rescaled Brinkman
problem with a symmetric Nitsche penalty method (limited to the case o > 0). However, as it will be
shown in the next section, the scaling (9) is used in order to uniformly control the boundary velocity for
Hefts O 2 0.

3 Proof

In this section, the proofs of the aforementioned Theorems, claiming inf-sup stability and convergence
of the proposed method, will be discussed in detail.

3.1 Preliminaries

Let us begin by introducing some basic notation and stating a few results that will be utilized in the
upcoming analysis.

Let E' be an edge of the mesh, and let us denote by T'g a triangle attached to £. Then, the following
discrete trace in ity is valid (see, e.g., [6, (10.3.8)], [14, Lemma 4], [32, pp. 28])

W' 10172y < cor (hry 1ol iay) + VUl G2y, ). Vo€ H (Th), (17)
() (T5) (T5)

where cpt > 0 is a constant, only depending on the shape regularity (6) of the mesh.

Under the assumption of shape regularity (and assuming A < 1), there exists a constant ¢; > 0,
independent of h and T', such that for all v, € Py (T"), k > 0, and for all T" € T, it holds the
following inverse inequality [17, Lemma 1.138]

”VUhHL?(T) < chy! HUhHL?(T) : (18)

Combining (17) and (18) one can conclude also that there exist a constant cptp such that, for any
element-wise linear (on the mesh 7},) function vy, it holds (see, e.g., [25, Lemma 3.1], [32, Lemma
2.1))

lonllZ2 gy < comi b, [onll72¢r,) (19a)

> he|Von el

EegGy,

NN

CDTI ||V’UhHig(TE) . (19b)
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A stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman problem 9

Let us denote with [;fz the Scott—Zhang interpolator onto the finite element space V', [17, 30], which

preserves essential boundary conditions on I'. Then, for [,m € Ny with 1 < [ < o0, there exists
a constant cgz, > 0, depending on the geometry and on the mesh regularity, such that the following
approximation properties hold:

Vo<m<1: |7 (v)],q <cszllvlig, YveH (Q),Vh, (20a)
Vi<2: Z hig || — 7 (0)],, ¢ < eszblp 0], g0y, Yo € H' (S (T)), Vh, VT € Ts,
(20b)

where S(T') denotes the union of all cells in 7}, which have a vertex in common with 7.

Finally, let IhL be the Lagrange interpolator onto V';,. Then, there exists a constant ¢y, > 0 such that,
there holds (see, e.g., [17, Theorem 1.103]):

|v — I (v) + he ||v = I (v) <CLah’_2r||'U”27T> Vv e H*(T) . (21)

o lhr <

3.2 Stability

As next, we will focus on the inf-sup stability of the discrete bilinear form (11a) with respect to the
mesh-dependent norm (15). Throughout the proofs, the introduced constants depending on the phys-
ical parameters or on discretization parameters (mesh size, mesh topology, finite element spaces,
stabilization parameters) will be explicated and discussed, in order to allow the reader to follow the
derivation in detail and, eventually, to clearly assess the role of the physical parameters within the
derived estimates (especially in the limit cases).

The first result concerns the coercivity of the bilinear form (11a) in a norm which is weaker than (15).

Lemma 3.1 (Coercivity in a weaker norm). Leta > 0,9, p = 0 and e, 0 = 0 with peg + o > 0.
Then there exists a constant Cy = Cy(a) > 0, independent from the physical parameters and h,
such that

An (00 (00, )] > o(rnvhnfwuvah-nﬂ @) +a Y %Hv%naT),

xeC TeT
(22)

for all (v, qn) € Vi, X Qp.

Proof: Let (v, qn) € Vi, X Qp, theniitis

h2 h2
An[(0n, an) ; (Vn, qn)] = prest || Vonlly + o lonllg + o > 7T IVanllo.r + 0™ Y 7T [oallg 7
TeT, TET

h2
+ 200 Z TT (Van,vp) +6v ||V - fvh||(2) —I—,OVZ I[vn - n] ()]

TeT, xeC

Using the Cauchy—Schwarz and Young inequalities we obtain

1 oh?
An [(vn i) 5 (O, qn)] = pre |V onlg + o [loallg + ao (1 - g) Z VT ||”h||oT

TeT,

h2
+ vV vl +pr Y [vn-n] (@) +(1—c)a Y 7T IVanllo.r -

xeC TeT
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olo?

v

2
and since UhTT < < 1 we get with € < 1 the bound

«
An [0, ) (wr@0)] > e IVl + (140 = Z) o lonlly + 00V - ol

+pv Y |lvn-n] (@) +(1—e)a ) %T IVanllg.r -

xeC TETh

In order to obtain the stability estimate, we choose ¢ such that QLH < € < 1, so that (1 + o — %)
and (1 — &) are strictly positive. Taking & := <\ / %2 + o — %) these two coefficients coincide, and
we obtain

An[(ny an) 5 (Vny n)) = prest [IV0RllG + 00 |V - oull + pv Y [[on - n] ()
xeC

h2
+(1—¢) (a loalls +a Y~ =T ||th||§,T> -
T

The proof is concluded defining

o? «Q
Cor=l-c=1—y/F+aty. (23)

O

Remark 3.1 (On the behavior of Cy). Notice that the constant C| introduced in (23) is a decreasing
function of « satisfying Co(0) = 1. In particular, Cy = O(1) for small and moderate values of a.
Note that the estimate (22) holds also (trivially) for « = 0.

The following Lemma provides stability in the L2-norm of the pressure.

Lemma 3.2 (Pressure control). Leta > 0,6, p = 0, and pieg, 0 = 0 with peg + o > 0. Then, there
exists a constant Cy = C («,6) > 0, independent from the physical parameters and h, such that,
for all (wy, pr,) € Vi, X Qp, we can find a function vy, € V'), that satisfies

1 lpallg h o

An[(unpr) s (0, 0)] 2 5720 =Co (lwall® +a 7 =F [ Vpnllor + Y 05 luallsp | -
TeT, BeG, F

(24)

Proof: Let (up,pr) € V5, x Qu. Since pr, € Qp C L2(€2) (due to conformity), there exists
exactly one v,, € H(l) (€2) and a dimensionless constant ¢q, (that only depends on €2) such that [20,
Corollary 2.4]

1

V- Uy, = _;pha (25a)
Ca

IVopllo < =~ llpnlly - (25b)

Let now vy, := I;Z (v,, ) be the Scott~Zhang interpolator of the function v,, onto V';,. Due to the
H'-stability of the Scott—Zhang interpolator (20a), property (25b), and the Poincaré inequality [17,
Lemma B.61], there also holds

5909
v

&)
IVonllo < —~llpally - andfloafly < 12allg (26)
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A stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman problem 11

with a constant cq that only depends on the domain and on the regularity of the mesh. Moreover,
according to (20b), it holds

1 ) 1
Z 72 vah - Uh”o,T < _chzh%“ vaph
h h2.

TeT, T TEeT,

2
0,5(T) S < sz vatho, (27)

with c57” := &, (maxper, #S (T')). Here, #S (T') denotes the number of triangles contained in
S (T') which depends on the regularity of the mesh.

Since the Scott—Zhang interpolator preserves essential boundary conditions, it holds v;, € Hé Q)N
V'}, such that the boundary terms involving v}, vanish. Using the decomposition v, = v, —(v,, — V)
and integration by parts for the term (v, — v;,) € H{ (2) we get

Ap [(un, pr) 5 (Vr, 0)] = e (Vup, Vop,) + o (un, i) — (pr, V - vp)

h2
+ « Z TT(ouh+Vph,avh)T+5u(V-uh,V-'vh)

TET,
+ <,ueffV’Uh ‘N, uh>
= [eff (Vuh, V’Uh) +o (Uh, Uh) - (ph, % Uph) - (Vph,’vph - Uh)

h2
+« Z 7T(auh+Vph,avh)T—|—5u(V-uh,V'vh)

TcT,

+ <uegV'vh n, 'u,h> .

Using the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, the equality (25a), the inequality (27) and ||V - v, ||, < n2 INEZAIS
we obtain

1 1 1L/ 1 ||ph||2
Ap (s, ) s (0, 0)) = = (1 | Vnlly IVl (% lunllo) ol + 2

oh?
— Csz (Zh HVthoT> IV, llo — o > THuhHOTHUhIIOT

TET, TET,

=T

oh?
—a Z L Vpnllog [vallor —8 22 IV - ullgnzv? [[Vog]l,
TETh

7

—Ts
+ (MCHVvh ‘n, ’ll,h) .
(28)

The terms 77 and 75 introduced above can be estimated using the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality and
the inequalities (26), yielding

oh 1 1 1 DPh
Ti=a0 Y 22 oz lonllor < ac? [lunlly o ol < caac? [uy ], 1220

TeETh N~ v
<1

(29)

N|—
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and

L (3N (oh2 W :
Ti=aY o (—) (—) IVl lonllr <o [ 3 "E19mlE ) o el
—_——

TeT TET
1

<
} }
h3 2 ;&209 h3 [[pn |
<a<2 7T\|Vphno,T) 2= lonllo <caa| D T Veallor G0

1
TET, TET vz

For the boundary term we apply the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, the inequality (19b), and the estimate
(26) to derive

D=
D=

Meft 2
(Z » ||uh||o,E)

(e VUp, - 1, up) (Z peghe | Voy, - ”E“o E‘)

Eegy Eegy,
1 1
1 2 ’ Heff 2 ’
< Chpr | Hett Z ||V'Uh||o,TE Z o Huh“O,E
EcG), Beg, P
1 3
L p f 2 f
< CQC]%TIH h;HO (%)2 (Z Ze ||Uh||§E> . (31)
vz N—— \EEG}, E
1
=02

Inserting (29), (30), and (31) into (28), using the estimates (26) and (25b), and rearranging the terms
one obtains

2
Ph 1 Ph 1 [l
Al (o 00> L2200 — g (i 9anly) 12200 — cq (14 ) o ), 12210
(S eava) (0 3 S 1V il
\/a TeT, 14 0T ]/%

N

N

— cq (nd)

N

il 1 fheft 2
G019 unl) L5 — ok (S 08

v Eecgy,

We now define

. 2
csza + cao)
a

/ 2 2 ( 2 2
1 = max {cn (1+a)”, , cano, chDTI}

and using the Young inequality we obtain the estimate

2

||ph||o
v

N

1 DPh ’2 h2 Heft
Al ) (,0)] > L1220 g (muhnf s 3 LTl + 3 05 )

TeT, Eegy
with C := 3C1. 0O

Remark 3.2 (On the behavior of (7). The constant C'; in (24) depends only on the stabilization
parameters « and 9, on the domain (2, and on the discretization (through the constants n, cq, ¢q,
¢sz, and cpr). In particular C ~ = for a << 1.
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A stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman problem 13

The next step concerns the stability of the proposed formulation with respect to the boundary velocity.
To this aim, we will show that the skew-symmetric Nitsche terms in (11a) yield a stable formulation by
defining two particular test functions that provide control of the boundary norms of the velocity.

The construction of the first test function and its main properties are stated in the following Lemma.

Lemma 3.3. For any u;, € V), we define w," € V'}, such that, for each mesh node x, it holds

w, ] ou(x), forw €I,
wi" () = { 0, forx € Q\T. (32)

Then the function w}fh satisfies the following properties:

1 There exist two positive constants cy and ci, depending only on the regularity of the mesh, such
that

(e Vaop - ) > co 3 5 s = caper [ Ve (39
Eegy,

2 There exists a constant co > 0, depending only on the regularity of the mesh, such that

pes [ Vi [ < ca D7 5 unf (34)
Ecgy, E

3 There exists a constant c3 > 0, depending on the mesh regularity, such that

[wy" llg < e [lwnlly (35)

4 There exists a constant cz > 0, depending on the mesh regularity, such that
2 ~ 2

Hw;LLhHQT < C3h§“ ||Vw}fh||07T, VT €T, (36)
Proof: Let us consider u, € V', and let w;™ € V', be defined as in (32). In the following proof,
for an edge EF € G, with vertices 1 and x5 we will denote the (unique) attached triangle by T'g =
conv {xg, 1, T2}
(1) In order to prove (33), let us introduce wy: R? — R? as the linear function that coincides with
w;" in T'; and extends it everywhere in R2. Since w}" () = 0, it holds

wg ()

(Vuopt 1) = 2
E,L

)

where x| is the perpendicular foot of the vertex @ and hp | is the height of the triangle 1" with
respect to the edge E. Depending on the shape of T'g, | might fall inside or outside the edge F.
Formally, there exists an a € R, such that

), =ax;+ (1 —a)xy, |a|+]|1—a|l <M, (37)

where M > (0 depends only on the mesh regularity constant. Hence, by adding and subtracting u,
we can reformulate

u 1 1
(Vaoi ) = hp. (we (@), un)p = hi | ((wn, un) p — (up —wp (1), un)p)
E.L B
_hE 1 2 1
- hg 1 (@ HuhHOvE) T h L (up, —wg (x1) ,uh>E. (38)
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Exploiting (37), the linearity of wg, and the fact that w g coincindes with u;, on E, we get, for all
x e F,

aup (1) + (1 — a) uy (x2))]

< (laf Jup (&) — wn (21)] + [1 — a [un () — wp (22)])

< M (Jup () — wn (21)| + [un (€) — un (22)])

< 2M hg [(Vup) 1,

where | - | stands for the Euclidean norm. Since Vu,, is constant on T'g, it holds also

1
IVunllor, = Trl? [(Vun) 75!, (39)
from which we deduce
[(Vun) [rs| < chg! [[Vunllor, .

where the constant ¢ > 0 only depends the regularity of the mesh. The above arguments allow to
conclude

1 3 1
lun —we (@)l p < hpmax |up (2) —wp (21)] < 2Mhg, (V) |[7o| < 0 b [Vl r,
(40)
with ¢ := 2Mc. Thus, applying the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, the inequality (40), and the Young
inequality yields

1 2 hE 2
0,8 S 2 Hu’hHU,E + ¢t o HVUhHO,TE :

1
(up, —wg (1), up)p < crhg ||VuhHo,TE [un

Combining this inequality with (38) leads to

L he [ peg h
up € 2 2 E 2
eVt ) > 5o (Gl ) g (s 9wl )

The proof is concluded taking the sum over all boundary edges and defining

1 h c? h

Cop := — min £ 1 := = max L ) (41)

2 E€g), hE,J_ 2 EeG, hE"J_
which are only dependent on the shape regularity of the mesh.
(2) First of all, since w," and wy, coincide on E, it holds ||w}fh||3E = |lunll; 5 Moreover, let

us consider a triangle T' = conv {xg, 1, x>} such that T N T = (), assuming (without loss of
generality) that y ¢ I', ; € I' and denoting with N € {1, 2} the number of vertices T has on
the boundary. Using the linearity of uy, it holds, for an appropriate ¢ > 0 depending only on mesh
regularity,

N
2 .
(Vw2 < 2 [ @Il T Al #0,
h ll0,T = =

0, otherwise.

Hence, denoting by Nt the total number of boundary nodes, and by cyg the maximum number of
triangles adjacent to a boundary node (which can be bounded, e.g., depending on the smallest angle
of the triangulation 73), one can write

Nr
ff
pos V03 3 < pracesne Y fun (@) < 2 Y- 5 flunlly
i=1 Eegp, E
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A stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman problem 15

where ¢y depends only on the regularity of the mesh.

(3) The inequality (35) can be proven using scaling arguments similar to the previous ones, observ-
ing that w}fh and wuy, coincide on each boundary edge.

(4) Alsothe inequality (36) follows by standard scaling arguments, exploiting that w}l‘h is a component-
wise linear function that vanishes on interior nodes of the mesh. O

Remark 3.3 (Extension to higher order finite elements). It is worth noticing that an analogous of this
Lemma can be also proven for higher order finite elements, using the same definition of the function
w;‘h with different definitions of the constants ¢y, c;, ¢o, and c3. In particular, some of the equalities
(due to the fact that both u; and th are linear), e.g., (39) have to be replaced with inequalities
obtained by proper scaling arguments.

Using the above defined function w}:h, the next lemma allows to state stability of the boundary velocity.

Lemma 3.4 (Boundary control - |). Let «, 0, p, flegr, 0 = 0 with pieg + 0 > 0. For any (up, pp) €
Vi, X Qp, there exist a function w, € V', and a constant Cy = Cy («v, ) > 0 which is independent
from the physical parameters, from wy,, and from h, such that

C Heft h2
Ap [(wn, pn) ; (wp, 0)] 2 ZO > - lunllg 5 — Co <|||’uh|||2 tay — ||Vph||§,:r> )

Eecg, TET),

where c is the constant defined in Lemma 3.3.

Proof: For a given pair (wp, pn) € Vi X Qp, letw), == 6w;™, where w}" is the function defined in
Lemma 3.3. Then, we get

Ap [(wn, pr) ; (wn, 0)] = Oper (Vun, Vwy™) + 0 (cup, wy")
— 0 (pesVuup, - n,wp ") + 0 (ueg Vw,™ - n, up)

u u h’2 u
—0(pn, V- w;") + 60 (ppn, w;") + ab Z L (oup, + Vpy, owp) .
rer, ¥
+0ov0 (V-up, V- wy") +pl/ez [un - n] (z)]* .
xeC
Observing that the corner stabilization is always positive and that & < 1, using the Cauchy—Schwarz
inequality, the inequalities (33), (34), and (35) leads to

2
14 1 Meft
Ap [(wn, pn) 5 (wn, 0)] = —c3 pig [[Vunll, 92 (Z 05— ||Uh||§,E> — o [|ulf;
<1 Ecg,

u eff
0 (e Vun w0 + o S0 0B g2, copa [V
Eegy hE 7

2
— 0 (pn, V- w;") + 0 (ppn, w;™) + ol Z hTT (oup + Vpp, ow),")
TET,
+0vh (V-up, V- wp").
(42)
Combining the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality, the trace inequality (19b), and the fact ||w)"||, =
|wnllo 5 we obtain 7

-

2
w 1 1 eff
0 (e Vun -1, w) < (compen)? | Ty 2L (Z ol ||uhu§,E> ,

<1 Eegh
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which, inserted in (42), yields

N

1,0k : Hett
Ap (s ) s (wn,0)] > = (5 + ey ) pde | Vel (Z 05" ||uh||§,E) — ey

Eegy

{f
a0 D2 055 Junlly g — caper [ Vun
Eeg E
h

[\

.5 TeTh

hQ
0 (ph, V- w']’;h +6 <ph’n, w;ﬁh> + af Z 7T (O"U,h + Vph, o‘wgh)T

ZCQl 7

-~

2

+0v0(V-up, V- -w™).

(43)

In order to bound the term Q1, we use the integration by parts formula, the Cauchy—Schwarz inequal-

ity, the inequalities (36), (34), and O = ji.g to obtain

Q= 0(Vpnwp)y <0 (a > — HVth?),T>

N|—=

3
v 2
(Z vy ||w:zhuo,T>

TET, TET, TeT, T
2 2 5
h 2 1 )\ 2
< (a > ||Vph||o,T> (e%csa [p
TeT,
1 1
C2C3 : h?p 2 ’ Heft 2 ’
() (e S T wnlie) (X 05l ) (44
Te’]‘h Eegh

Next, we observe that the term Q,, coming from the pressure stabilization, can be bounded using the
Cauchy-Schwarz inequality, Young’s inequality, and (35) as

1
1 h2 ’ oh?
Q, > —baz (04 > — \|VPhH§,T> > TTJHthHﬁ,T — faocs [|uy[;

TETh TeT, ~~~
<1

h3 1
> - (a > vaur%,T) (a0) sl — aoes unl

T<Th,

N

> _ZQJ; TT IVoullor — (03—1-03) ao [Jugllg (45)
h

1 1
Finally, (34) and (v#)? = u2; allow also to conclude

1 1 u 1 1 e

Qs > =0 (vOn)? |V - wnlly (v0)% Vet [y > — (nea)? (30 (|V - wallg) (Z 05
E€gy, B

(46)

We observe that scaling the test function by 6 allows to, on the one hand, assure coercivity in the
chosen norm, and, on the other hand, to obtain a parameter independent estimate for the terms
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A stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman problem 17

involving ¥V - wy,. Notice as well that the scaling by 6 implies that the test function vanishes in the
Darcy limit (ueg = 0). Inserting (44), (45), and (46) into (43), and reordering the terms yields

Ap [(wn, pn) s (wp, 0)] = o Y 0 —[;zeﬁ lwnlly s — captes [Vaunlly — (cs + o (3 + ¢s)) o [lualls
E
Eegy,

3,3 3 Heft 2
- (022 +C]23TI> tog [V unl| <Z 0 hg ||uh||0,E> 19 Z T HVthDT

Eegy, TeT)

C2C3 : h%’ 2 : v 2 :
() (e Imlia ) (S0 s

1 1 He ’
— Gnen)t (w19 ) (Z = Huhué,E> -

Ecgy,

Applying three times the Young inequality yields, for any € > 0,

eff
An[(wn,pn) ; (wi, 0)] 2 o Y 6 —/; lwnllg 5 — crptes [Vaunlly — (cs + (5 + ¢s)) o [luallg
E
Eegy

1 1 2
<022 + C]%TI) uef—f h7
T gn e ||Vuh|‘(2) Z 0 h||0E O‘ Z TT ||vPh||g,T

EGgh T<T,

C2C3 hc21~ 2 € Heff 2
" oo (a; —~ ||Vph||o,T> —3 (Z@ o ||Uh||o,E>

E
(5nc € Lo
2 (6 IV - wil) - (Z eh—jnuhnéﬂ) -

Choosing € = %0 allows to conclude

1 1 2
2 2
(02 + CDTI)

& Heft
An [, pn) 5 (w0, 0)] = = > 05 Jlunllg o — | 1+ ~——— | pter |V
4 hg Co
Eegy
2 1 cacs hy
— (s +a(d+c3))o|lunlly — (Z + e ) @ Z ~ HVthOT
TeT,
5n02

(G |IV - upl| )

The proof is completed defining

1 1 2
<62 + CDTI)

Co

CaC3 ONCy
Cy :=max<{ ¢ +

1
n )
4 acCy Co

,(03—1-04(0?),—1-03)),

O

Remark 3.4 (On the behavior of (). Itis worth noticing that the constant (5 is bounded for any choice
of the stabilization parameters. In particular, C grows like cal, which is related to the anisotropy of
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the mesh near the boundary (see (41)). Moreover, as it has been stated in Remark 2.3, the stability
estimate does not rely on the particular technique chosen for the stabilization of the equal-order finite
element (i.e., « > 0 is not strictly required).

The last step needed to show the fulfillment of the inf-sup condition is related to the control of the
normal velocity at the boundary, which is particularly relevant in order to guarantee stability towards
the Darcy limit, i.e., for 0692 > Lo and especially g = 0.

It is worth recalling our assumption (7) on the mesh, stating that for any two adjacent boundary edges
E.E’ € G, itholds

h
h—E <o < T+4V3 (~13.9). (47)
E‘/

We observe that this assumption is weaker than quasi-uniformity of the mesh, as it only restricts the
ratio between the lengths of adjacent boundary edges.

Moreover, let us also recall that the mesh is assumed to satisfy (8), i.e., that the area of inner triangles
is larger than the area of the boundary triangles.

Lemma 3.5. Let us assume that the family of triangulations {T;, },, satisfies (47) and (8). For a given
uy, € V', let us define q,’L‘h € @)y, as the function whose values at the boundary nodes are uniquely
defined to satisfy the L?-projection property

w 1
(@ on) == E(uh M, on) e, Vion € Q. (48)
Ee€gy

and its value at the interior nodes is given by a constant c,, chosen in order to satisfy f Q q,?h = 0.
Then the function q;;h has the following properties:

1 There exists a constant ¢, > 0, depending only on 1), such that

w 1
> el s <es Y o - nllos - (49)

Eegy Eegy

2 There exists a constant cs > 0, depending only on 1y, such that
1 1
—{q," un-m) 2 BY Z e [, - nEH?)E — G Z [wn - n] (=)]* . (50)

Eegh xeC

3 There exists a constant cg > 0, depending only on the properties of the mesh, such that

1
a1y < o D o=l sl &)
Eegy, E
and
1
> W lIVa Iz < ot D7 o llun-nslfy - (52)
TETs Beg, P

Proof:
(1) In order to prove (49), let us restrict for simplicity, and without loss of generality, to the case of
a boundary with a single connected component. In this case, let us number the boundary nodes as

DOI 10.20347/WIAS.PREPRINT.2489 Berlin 2018



A stabilized penalty-free Nitsche method for the Brinkman problem 19

xq,...,xy and the boundary edges as F', ..., Ex such that the edge F; connects the nodes x;
and x; 1, for all i € {1,..., N}. Moreover, we identify & with &1, so that the above defined
convention is well-defined also for i = N. To simplify the notations, let us abbreviate h; = hg, and
¢ = q;," (x;). We now consider a function ¢, € @)}, defined at each node x of the mesh by

hiQia T c Pa
on (z) = .
Cos otherwise,

where c,, is a constant defined in order to have fQ @ = 0. On any boundary edge E;, by the linearity
of ;" and ¢y, application of the Simpson rule yields

u hz
/ qQ"on = G (2}%’%’2 + (hi + hiy1) igiy1 + 2h¢+1qz'2+1)
E;

and
/ |QUh ’2 (q'L + qiqgi+1 + qz+1)

We will first prove that there exists a constant ¢ > 0, independent from q;fh and h;, such that

/Iqi‘hl2 6/ @ pn - (53)

If g; = 0, (53) hh’1 < ¢, i.e., with ¢ > mo. Assume now that ¢; # 0 and set 7 := % and

t = qul The inequality (53) then reduces to

(24 (L+n)t+2nt%).

N | o

1+t+t*<

Sincenn > 0,71 € [1/n9,m0), and 1 +t + t* > 0, for all t € R, the above condition is equivalent to

2+ (1 t + 2nt?
nf + (L+n)t+2n

75 S0 1+t+¢2
teR

> 0.

Since the polynomial in the denominator is always strictly positive, the whole infimum is positive if the
numerator as a polynomial in t is strictly positive for all £ € R and for all € [1/ng, 10]. This is the
case if and only if its discriminant does not have real roots for the selected range of 7). The discriminant
of this polynomial is D () := (1 + 77)2 — 167, which vanishes if 7 = 7 £ 4+/3 and is strictly negative

ifn e (7 — 43, T+ 4\/3) = 7+4\/§, 7+ 4\/_> Hence, D(n) is negative if 79 < 7+4V3 (ie.,
assumption (47)). Estimate (53) is therefore proven by setting

—1
. 24+ (1+n)t+2nt?
75 <n<mo L+t +¢2

The assumption ”1 < 19 yields also, on any boundary edge F;

1

h; h;
llenll s, < b <1+ at () ) a1, < (U ) Bl L, (59
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Summing (53) over all boundary edges and using (48), the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, (54), and the
Young inequality yields

1
up (12 A u a
> hu gl s <elgren) =—¢ ) E“”" Mg, Ph)E

Eegy, Eegn
1 1
( ! e ) (S L alz,)
<e D —llun-nglf 7— ¢nllo,p
et hg o hg
N g 1 2 1 2
<é (5 > ol mally g+ oo (L) Y b Hq}‘:h!lo,E) -
Eegh E Eegh

Choosing ¢ := ¢ (1 + 1o + n2) leads to

w R 1
> bl < & (1 mo) D - g

Ecg, Eecgy,

Estimate (49) is obtained defining ¢, := ¢* (1 + 19 + 13 ), which only depends on 7.
(2) To prove the second inequality, let us consider the function ), € @), such that, at the mesh
nodes x, it holds

up -n(x), forxc € I'\ C,
on () =1 3w, ng(x)+u, ng(x), forxeC, with E, E' two adjacent boundary edges,
Cop, otherwise,

with a constant ¢, defined in order to have fQ o = 0. Remember that C is the set of corner nodes at
the boundary.
Using (48), the Cauchy—Schwarz, and the Young inequalities we obtain, for any £ > 0,

— (@™ - m) = —(qp", on) — (@ wn - M — @) (55)
1 u
- Z o (un-mp, on)p — Z (@" un-np —¢n)g
Eeg, ' E EEG,
1 1
= Z W s, - nEHSE - Z h_<uh "ME, Uy ME — Pr)E — Z (qp",wn -np —@n)p
Eeg, E Eeg, F Eeg),
> 1 1 < 2 1 2 € h wp (|2
Z Z hn D) lun - nsllop — - lun e —enllp) — B Z ella" o g (56)
Eegy, E EcgGy,

The function (uy, - 1 — @) |Eeg, is different from zero only on boundary edges that are adjacent to
a corner. In particular, let us consider a corner node @, € C with an adjacent edge £ = x;x.. It
holds

(s — ) ()] = 5 [l mel @] and (un s — 1) (22) =0,

which yields (Simpson rule)

1

lwn - me = ully = 5 he [T - mes] () (57)

Thus, inserting (49) and (57) into (56) and choosing € := ﬁ we obtain
1

“ 1
Gt ) > 5 3 o el — e Y s -] (@)

EegGy xeC
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with c5 1= 12 ,
(3) To prove (51), let us first introduce a continuous, element-wise linear function ¢y, which coin-

cides with ¢, on the boundary I" and vanishes at all the interior nodes, and a continuous, element-
wise linear function 1/, vanishing on the boundary and equal to 1 at all the interior nodes. Let us
observe that, using an argument analogous to the one of Lemma 3.3 (omitted here), it holds

lgs"llo < exm D> b llay gz (58)
Eegy,

where cnp is the maximum number of triangles adjacent to a boundary node. Moreover, we have

qhh = (10 + ¢q¥n-

From [, g5 = 0 we obtain

” 1
fnqgh and 0" llo | Br|>

fn Vn |Cq| S fn Un ’

since g™ is different from 0 only on B),. Hence, using the assumption (8),

o lnlly |Bul= B> |12 |By|2 w?
Up, < Up, < 1 Up, < 1 h .
lap"lly < ( fn lgo™ llo < + Q[ — By g™ llo < + 1— a0 Ilo

(59)
Since 0 < w < 1, the coefficient inside the parentheses is always strictly larger than one (and it
approaches one on fine meshes). Inserting (58) into (59) and using (49) we obtain (51) with a constant
cg depending on ¢, 7o, and w. Finally, (52) can be obtained combining the inverse inequality (18)
on each triangle and (51):

Cqg = —

Yo hIVar o < D larlor < coct Z — Huh nllos -

TET, TeTh E'Egh

Finally, we are able to show control of the normal velocity for arbitrary values of physical parameters.

Lemma 3.6 (Boundary control - Il). Letd,p > 0, « > 0, and pieg, 0 = 0 with peg + 0 > 0 and
let us assume that the family of triangulations { T, }, satisfies (47) and (8). Then, for any (wuy,, py) €
Vi, X Qn, there exists a function q, € Qy, and a constant C5 = C3 («, d, p) > 0 independent from
the physical parameters, from w;,, and from h, such that

1 v
Ah [(uh7ph> ) (07 Qh>] = = Z 7 Huh ’ nEH(Z)E
4 Eegy hE 7

h2
—Cs (!Huhll\ +pv ) |un-n] (@) +a ) — HVthﬁ,T) :

xeC TeTy

Proof: Let (up,pn) € Vi, x Qp, and let g, := vq,™, where ;" is the function defined in Lemma
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3.5. Using the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, Young inequality, (50), (51), and (52), we obtain

Ap [(un, pn) 1 (0,q0)] = (V- up, vg)") + § —VT (cun + Vpr, vVg" ) p — (Vg ", up - n)
TeT,

1 2 h g up, (|2
z =5 VOV -l = 25 <l —a > VT<022/||“h||0T+’/ Ve llor

TeTy,
h2 w12 u
o 3 (L IVl G I ) v )
TeT)
1 € v
> (5 g adad ) X funenell e~ Zov Y [lun- ol @)
Ecgy, E xeC
1 O'h2 1 h2 2
b IV =g 3 T oy~ ot 3 T
TeTh N~ TeT

<1

forany ¢, ¢’ > 0. The proof is completed choosing ¢ = 4%5 and e’ = 8%1662, and defining
I
cs 2cq
Cs = max{ 5, 5 Ao 0661,4046661} ,
P

which depends only on the shape-regularity of the mesh and on the three stabilization parameters. O

Remark 3.5. As stated in Section 2.3, the scaling of the stabilization terms by v is a necessary
requirement in order to obtain stability estimates independent from the physical parameters. In the
argument used for the last proof, using an element-dependent scaling vy 1= peg + ah?r (a suitable
alternative for the case of essential boundary conditions, see, e.g., [3]) instead of v for the Grad-Div
stabilization does not allow to uniformly bound the term (V - w;,, vq,™).

Remark 3.6 (On the behavior of (5). Notice that, in order to assure the validity of Lemma 3.6,
both, Grad-Div and corner stabilization, are required (i.e., d, p > 0). In particular, it holds C'3 =
O (5_1 + p‘l) for small values of 6 and p. Moreover, as already observed in Remark 3.4, a > 0 is
not strictly required.

The previously proven Lemmata allow to prove inf-sup stability of the considered formulation (10),
which is stated in the following theorem.

Theorem 3.1 (Inf-sup stability).

Leta,d,p > 0 and e, 0 = 0 with peg + o > 0, and let us assume that the family of triangulations
{Tw}n tulfills the assumptions stated in Lemma 3.5. Then there exists a constant 3 > 0, independent
from the physical parameters and from h, such that

. (AHWmm)@m%ﬂ>>>ﬂ

inf
(wnpn)€VixQ\0.0} \ (wr.aneviaxani©0} \ (@ 2p) 1 (vn, ),

Moreover, 371 = O (™ (671 + p71)), fora, §, p < 1.
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Proof: Let (un, pr) € Vi, X Q. For the sake of simplicity, let us introduce the following notation:

2
. 2 ||ph||0 et
6o o= pl; — 1220 3™ gty

2 v 2
0.E — Z @ | - nE“o,Ea

Eegy Eegy
_Nlowllz
§1 = —
Hett
§o 1= Z 9% el »
Eegy,
1%
Gi= ) . lwn - mellg g
Eegy, E

such that || (wn, pr)|ll; = &0+ &1 + & + E3. Now we can rewrite and summarize the estimates proven
in Lemmata 3.1, 3.2, 3.4, and 3.6 as

Ap [(wn,pn); Cy 't (wn, pr)] = &
Ap [(wn,pr) ;2 (03, 0)] 2 & =201 (o + &) 2 & —2C1 (Lo + &+ &),
A [(an, ) 465" (B0} 0] > & — 6o
Ap [(wn, pr) ;4 (0, vg,")] = & — 4C3&0.
Summing up the last two inequalities leads to
Ap [(wn, pn) 5 (e 0wy Avgp™) | = (& + &) — Calo
where 62 = % + 4Cs. Consider first a test function (27,71) € V', x Qy, of the form
(2h,mh) == (1= m) G5 (wn, pn) +m (4 0wy, dwgy™)

depending on a parameter 7; € (0, 1) which will be determined later. It holds

Ap [(wn,pn) 5 (zh,m4)] = (1 —m - aﬂh) So+m (§2+ &) -

1 . (O 1)
== ) 5
! Cy+2 2

gives (1 -1 — 62n1> = 7 and thus

Hence, defining

Ap [(wnspn); (zh,m)] = (So+ & +&3) -

Ch+2
Next, consider a test function (2%, r2) € V', X @y, of the form

(22.78) == (1= m2) (G2 +2) (2h,73) + 12 (201,0).
depending on a parameter 7, € (0, 1) to be determined later. This yields

Ap [(wn,pn) 5 (25,73)] = (1 —n2 = 2C1m2) (€0 + & + &3) + ma&s -
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Therefore, the choice

S S A
Yo '

(Co+& +&+E&) =

leads to

1

Ay [(Uh,ph) ; (Zi, ngb)] Z 20, + 2

2
> 50 13 Il Cens o)l -

It remains to control the norm of the above constructed test function (z%, T}ZL) From the properties of
vy, stated in (26) we have

2
D
o O = s IV + 0 [onll? + 80|V - w2 < i (1 + na) 122l

Moreover, from Lemmas 3.3, and Equations (51) and (52) we infer

1@y, 0I5 < (c5 + €2+ dnes + 1) [ (wn, pu)ll

1 h? v

2 2 2 2

160, va™ )l = — llvgz" llg + o > 7T Vg o e < co (L+act) Y - lluy - ngl -
TeT, Eeg,

Hence, since 0 < 1; < 1 and 0 < 7 < 3, we can estimate

2 . 2\|12 2 2 2 (A 2 1,1\ ](]|2
122, 72) 1 < m32on, 07 + (1= ne)? (Ca+2) [ (28, i) I
2 2 (A 2 2 —2 up 2 wp\ 2
< (s, O)IIF + (1 = m)* (Ca +2) "2 (166521 (Gwi™, 0) I} + 1611(0, vas I}
+ (1= m)*Cy [ (wn, pa) I
~ 2 2
< (c?2 (1+né)+4 (02 + 2) ((03 o +25an L (1+ ozc?)) - 002> Il (wn, pu) I

€o

which allows to conclude

A [(un,pn) 5 (25 73) | = 8 WG, o) || (2, 72) (1],

with

D=

~ 2 2 0 1
B =20, +2)7" (ca(1+n5)+4<02+2) (@3“2; et )+c6 (1+ac§))+00‘2)
0

The behavior for small values of stabilization parameters follows from Cy = O(1), C; = O (a™1),
Cy = O(l), and C3 = O ((571 + ,071).

O

3.3 Convergence

Firstly, let us observe that the discrete, stabilized, penalty-free, non-symmetric Nitsche formulation
(10) is consistent with problem (1):
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Lemma 3.7 (Consistency and Galerkin Orthogonality).
Assume that (u, p) € H?*(Q)x H'(Q) solves (1) satisfying either (2) (if jtegg > 0) or (3) (if jtegg = 0).
Moreover, let (uy, pr) € Vi, X Q) be the solution of (11). Then,

Apl(w —up,p—pn); (Vn,qn)] =0,V (Vn,qn) € Vi X Qn.

The result follows from the consistency of the discrete formulation and the conformity of the triangula-
tion.

The next lemma is related to the quality of the approximation with respect to the mesh-dependent

norm.

Lemma 3.8 (Approximability).

Leto, piog = 0 with peg +0 > 0. Let I (-) and M;Z () be the Lagrange interpolation operator onto
V., and the Scott-Zhang quasi-interpolation operator onto ());,, respectively. Moreover, let us assume
that (u, p) € H* () x H' (R2). Then it holds

1
| (w = £ (w) . p = M7 )|l < cszh® |v (1408 +2ep0) Jull3 + = (1 + ) ||p||f] :

v
(60)
where c1,57 is a constant that depends only on (21) and (20b).

Proof: We start by estimating the bulk terms of the triple norm using the properties (21) of the inter-
polation operators:

et |V (w = I (w) ||+ o [Ju — I (w)[|; + 00 ||V - (uw— If (w)]];

1 h2
Lo MO o X Y o 2 ) 2
TET

< e [ull2 4+ ot bt [ull2 + nb e 2 ful
+ Il + a ey ol

1
< 2o h? . h? 4+nd 2 | 2
Cisz fret +0h” +ndv | [|u|); + V( +a) | [Ipll;

<v
For the additional boundary terms related to the penalty-free Nitsche method we get with (17):

e 2 v 2
Z 0 h; Hu — Iy (U)HO,E + Z e ||(u — Iy (u)) 'nEHo,E

EegGy Eegy,

<eor 3 () (gl 1 @) g, + 9 (w1 @) 2,

TES Eegh

< eor (fter + ) cEah? |ulf; .

Finally, we observe that the interpolation error due to the corner stabilization term vanishes since the
Lagrange interpolator is exact on mesh nodes. The inequality (60) is obtained summing up all the
above estimated terms and observing that fies, oh? < v. O
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Theorem 3.2 (A priori error estimate).
Leta,d, p > 0 and pieg, 0 = 0 with peg + o > 0. Let (u, p) be the solution of (1) and (wy, pr) be
the solution of problem (10). Let us assume (u, p) € H? (2) x H' (Q). Then it holds

(e — wn, p = )l < cuszh (Cu l[ully + Cy [lpll;)

with

[NIES
[N
[SIE

Cy = v? (1+nd+ 2cprr)? + (2 (2cprepTn)? +n (5% + 1) +1+ (QCDT)% +az+ oz)}

™| =

and
1 1 1 1 1 1
Cp,:=v2 {(1 +a)2 + 3 ((QCDT)2 +a2+a+ 5_2” :

Proof: The proof is based on the combination of the inf-sup condition (Theorem 3.1), the Galerkin or-
thogonality (Lemma 3.7), Lemma 3.8, and the approximation properties of the (quasi-)interpolation op-
erators. Let us consider the Lagrange interpolant vy := I,f (u) and the Scott-Zhang quasi-interpolant
qn == M7Z (p), and decompose the error as

(e = n, p = pu)lly < (e = o, p = @)l + I (vn = wn; gn = pu)llls-

Exploiting the inf-sup stability (Theorem 3.1) and the Galerkin orthogonality (Lemma 3.7), it holds:

1 Ap [(w —vp,p — qn) s (wp, 73)]|
11t = 2 — )l < 12 = w85 — @)l + = - 4 (wn )]l
B (wn ) eVaxQu\{(0.0)} Il (ws, )l

Next, we bound |A, [(w — v, p — qn) ; (wp, 74)]]. For the bulk terms related to the weak formulation
of the Brinkman problem we obtain

1 1 1

[est (V (w = on) , V)| < plg [V (w0 = won)lg i [Vwnlly < craperh [[elly [l (wns 7l
1 1 1

o (w = vn, w)| < 02 [Ju —willy o7 [Jwnlly < cLao2h? [ully [l (wn, 7).

== an, V- wn)| < (60) 2 [lp = gully (00)2 IV - wnlly < esz (5v) 2 hiplly [l (wn, ra)ll,
( )

1 _1 1
(V- (=), )| vz [V (u—op)llg v 2 rallg < cra (vn)2 B fJully [l (wn, m) ], -

The GLS stabilization terms yield

h? 1
‘O‘ > 7T (0 (u—wvn),0wn)p| < cLaaoh® [[ully [[(wn, a)ll, ,
T<T,
h 12
ad e (0 (uw—wn), Vrp)p| < cra (@0)? h7 [[ully [[(wh, ), ,
TET,
h3, 1
a ) 7(V (P —an) ;own)p| < cszowv2h||plly [[(wn, )|l
=n
hZ. 11
ay - (V(p—an), Vrn)gp| < cszazv™2h|lplly [[[(wn, )l ,
=
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while for the terms related to the Grad-Div stabilization, we obtain

52y(V-(u—vh) V- wp)r

TET,

< Z (6v) : )2 IV - ( vh)HO,T (v)2 IV - wh”o,T

TET,
1
< cra (R0 V)2 hflully | (wn, ru)l, -

The additional terms related to the penalty-free Nitsche method can be controlled as follows. First we
treat:

%
1 ﬂeff
(et V (0 — vp) -, wp)| < plg (Z he |V (u — o) 'nE||(2)7E> (Z h||(2),E>

EegGy Ecgy,

e ’
< 0; ( > eor (|!V(u—vh)|!§,TE+h?rE IV (V (u—vh))\lﬁ,TE)>

Tg: E€Gy,
Il (wn, )l
1
< cra (2vepr)? R |ully ([ (wn, 7).

and this implies

1 1 2
[(tet Vwn - 1, w — vp)| < pig (Z o [ — walfg E> (Z hiptes [|Vwy - nll; E)

N[

Eegy, EcgGy,

1
< (HerCDTCDTI) 2 (
TE Eegh

X( > MeffHV’whHo,TE

TEZ Eegh

ol

= valf3 gy + 1, IV vh>||§,TE)>

=

1
< cra (2ptereprentn)® b lJwlly [l (wn, ma)|l,-

Then we bound

!(P—Qhﬂvh'"ﬂ

hg
< (Z W lp — C]hHg,E)

Ecgy,

N
[SIE

14 2 11
(Z ol nEno,E) < sz (2eom)* v 2 ol I (eon, )l

Ecgy,

and finally
[((w —vp) -1, 74)]

1
1 2
S (Z e lw — vhHg,E) <Z hg Hrh”(2)E>

Eegy

1 1
3 2 2
1 _ 9 9 H"M’ow
< (eprepriv)? < E (hTQE l|lu — ’Uh||07TE + ||V (u — ’Uh)HO,TE)) ( E : U -
Tg

TE: Eegh : Eegh

1
2

1
<cra (2eprepriv)? b |ully [ (wa, )|, -

The terms related to the corner stabilization vanish as the Lagrange interpolator is exact on mesh
nodes. The proof is concluded summing up all the contributions and using Lemma 3.8. O
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4 Numerical Examples

The goal of this Section is to validate the results of the analysis of the penalty-free Nitsche method
(10) against numerical experiments, especially testing the robustness of the formulation with respect
to the physical parameters g and o.

To this aim, we consider two examples defined on the unit square, i.e., 2 = (0, 1)2 and dis-
cretized using uniform triangular meshes obtained by regular refinements (see Figure 1). In what
follows, the four boundary components of €2 will be referred to as I[';, ¢« = 0, 1,2, 3, with [y :=
{(,0): z € [0,1]},T1 :={(1L,y) : y € [0,1]}, Ty := {(x,1) : x € [0,1]}, and

Iy :={(0,9) : y € [0, 1]}.

’ level \ hr \ # Cells (Triangles) \ # Dofs (v, p) ‘ 0,1) Iy (1.1)
0 | 1.41421 2 (8, 4) ®
1 | 0707107 8 (18,9)
2 | 0.353553 32 (50, 25)
3 | 0.176777 128 (162,81) |
4 | 0.0883383 512 (578,280) 13 I
5 | 0.0441942 2048 (2178,1089)
6 | 0.0220971 8192 (8450, 4225)
7 | 0.0110485 32768 (33282, 16641)
8 | 0.00552427 131072 (132098,66049) | (o0 (1,.0>
9 | 0.00276214 5242883 (526338, 263169) To

Figure 1: Left: Characteristic element size, number of elements, amount of degrees of
freedom for the uniform triangular meshes used for the numerical computations. Right:
Meshes corresponding to level 0 (black) and level 1 (black/grey).

In both examples, we compare the results considering different values of the stabilization parameters.
The common legend for all forthcoming plots is shown in Figure 2. In particular, line colors will denote
different values of a: (GLS stabilization), line marker will refer to d (Grad-Div stabilization) and line
style will be related to the value of the characteristic length L. The numerical solutions have been
computed using the finite element library ParMooN [33].

- a=0.1, §=0.1, Ly=0.1 a=1 6=01, Ly=01 -x- a=10, §=0.1, Lo=0.1
~6- a=0.1, §=0.1, Ly=1 a=1 §=01, Lo=1 -e- a=10, §=01, Ly=1
> a=0.1, §=1, Ly=0.1 a=1 6=1, Ly=01 - a=10, 6=1, Ly=0.1
o a=0.1, 6=1, Ly=1 a=1 6=1, Ly=1 - a=10, 6=1, Ly=1
% a=01, §=10, Ly=0.1 a=1 =10, Ly=0.1 x- a=10, §=10, Ly=0.
o a=01, §=10, Ly=1 a=1 6=10, Ly=1 o a=10, §=10, Lo=1

Figure 2: In each plot, we compare the errors varying the GLS stabilization parameter « (orange: 0.1,
yellow: 1, purple: 10), the Grad-Div stabilization parameter ¢ (dashed line: 0.1, solid line: 1, dotted
line: 10) and the characteristic length L.
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4.1 Example I: A generalized Poiseuille/Brinkman flow

The first example, taken from [21], is based on the functions

u(z,y) = (ur (z,9),0)", (61a)
o <1 _ (e ten(s ,L:H)) g

uy (2,y) = P\ e (61b)
o1, if Lol — (),

p(x,y) :=05—z, (61c)

which solve the Brinkman problem (1) (for ¢ > 0 and peg = 0) for f = 0 and g = 0, and with
Neumann boundary conditions on the left and right boundaries

—0.5 n, onl'y,

(=Vutpl)-n = { +0.5 n, onl's,

and homogeneous Dirichlet boundary conditions on top and bottom boundaries
u(z,y) =0, onlHuUT,.

Figure 3 depicts the velocity profile (u1 (y)) for a few values of . and o. Notice that, for smaller values
of the ratio ‘%ﬂ the solution has a boundary layer near the Dirichlet boundaries. As observed in [21],
imposing strongly the Dirichlet boundary conditions might lead to strong unphysical oscillations (so-
called overshoots and undershoots) near the boundary, since the mesh is not fine enough to resolve
the boundary layer.

0.4 —— ey =0.00001
Heff =0.0001
—#= i =0.001
—— Uer =001
8= er=0.1

— =1

et =10 “*"'\-\_‘
0.g

0.6 0.8 1.0 .0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
y y

0=0.00001
0=0.0001
0=0.001
0=0.01
0=0.1
o=1
0=10

tHihy

0080 02

o,
IS

Figure 3: Example I: The function u; (y) defined in (61b) with fixed p.g = 1 for different values of o
(left) and with fixed o = 1 for different values of tig (right).

We performed numerical simulations in two different physical regimes, considering pie.g = 0 = 1, i.e.,
Eel = 1 and peg = 0.001, 0 = 10, thus ‘%f = (0.0001).

g

The convergence of the error in the mesh dependent norm (15) is shown in Figure 4, comparing the
results for different values of the parameters «, ¢, and L, described in Figure 2. We observe that,
in both cases, the predicted convergence rate is obtained in the considered range of stabilization pa-
rameters. We also notice that the magnitude of the error slightly increases, the larger o is chosen.
The Grad-Div stabilization parameter seems to have a similar effect on the results. Notice that, due to
the absence of corners between Dirichlet boundaries, the corner stabilization is not necessary for this
example.
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Error (Energy Norm)
Error (Energy Norm)

28

“26 24 22 2 18 16 14 12 -1 08 -0 “26 24 22 2 18 16 -14 12 1 08 -0
h h

Figure 4: Example [: Error in the mesh dependent norm (15) against the mesh size (in double loga-
rithmic scale), for the cases (pter, o) = (1, 1) (left) and (pesr, o) = (0.001, 10) (right). A dashed line
with slope equal to one is also shown.

In Figures 5 and 6 the different components of the velocity and pressure errors (including the error
with respect to the velocity on the boundary) are depicted for the same values of the stabilization
parameters, see Figure 2. The theoretical convergence order 1 is obtained in all cases.

For (e, o) = (1, 1), the best results are given by the choice v = 0.1, 0 = 0.1, and Ly = 1, except
for the divergence error of the velocity which reduces with increasing Grad-Div parameter (hence
a=0.1,6 =10,and Ly = 1).

The plots for (pes, o) = (0.001, 10) reveal that only the divergence, the normal velocity at the bound-
ary and the pressure errors do depend significantly on the considered parameter variations. Moreover,
except for the L?-norm of the pressure error, the results with L, = 1 are in general better than the
ones with Ly = 0.1, when keeping the other parameters constant. In the excepted case, the situation
is vice versa. It seems like the divergence error and the pressure error behavior contrary to each other
with respect to the stabilization parameters.

4.2 Example IlI: A trigonometric Darcy flow

The next example ([12, 3]), focuses on a pure Darcy flow (i.e., g = 0). Namely, we consider the
velocity-pressure pair

 (ui(z,y)\ _ [—2mcos(2nz)sin (27y)
(@)= (u2 (x,y)) N <—27T sin (27z) cos (27ry)) ’
p(x,y) := osin (27x) sin (27y) ,

which solves problem (1) for peg = 0, f = 0, g = 87 sin (27x) sin (27y), and with boundary
conditions

27 sin (2mx) on Iy,

) —2msin(271y) onl',

w-n(z,y) —2msin (27x) on Iy,
27 sin (27y) onI's.

Numerical simulations have been performed considering o € {0.00001, 0.001,0.01, 0.1, 1, 10, 1000,
100000} . The errors in the mesh dependent norm (15), for o € {0.001, 1, 1000} and different values
of the stabilization parameters, are shown in Figure 7. We recall that the legend is described in Figure
2. As apparent, the magnitude of the errors increases with increasing o, whereas the overall behavior
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Velocity Error (L2)
Velocity Error (L2-Norm of Divergence)

Velocity Boundary Error (L2-Norm)
Pressure Error (L2-Norm)

Figure 5: Example I: Velocity and pressure errors against the mesh size (in double logarithmic scale),
for the case (perr, o) = (1, 1), The lines with slope equal to 1 (dashed), % (dotted) and 2 (solid) are
also shown.

Velocity Error (L2)

Velocity Boundary Error (L2-Norm)

Figure 6: Example I: Velocity and pressure errors against the mesh size (in double logarithmic scale),
for the case (1o, o) = (0.001, 10). The lines with slope equal to 1 (dashed), % (dotted) and 2 (solid)
are also shown.
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changes very slightly. Small GLS parameters and L, = 0.1 yield smaller energy errors than the other
options.

Error (Energy Norm)
Error (Energy Norm)

0. 26 24 =22 =2 18 16 14 12 1 08 -0 26 24 22 2 18 16 -4 12 -1 08 -0
h h

Figure 7: Example Il: Error in the mesh dependent norm (15) against the mesh size (in double loga-
rithmic scale), for the cases o = 0.001 (left), 0 = 1 (center), and ¢ = 1000 (right). The dashed line
visualizes a slope equal to 1.

Figure 8 contains the error components with respect to the velocity for o = 1. This represents any
value of o, since this parameter has no influence on the behavior of the considered norms.

Finally, Figure 9 visualizes the reduction of the pressure error component with respect to different mesh
resolutions for o € {0.001, 1, 1000}. As reflected in the energy norm, basically only the magnitude
is influenced by a variation of o in a significant fashion.

Altogether, the predicted convergence rate was obtained for all combinations, nevertheless, the choice
a=0.1,0 =0.1,and Ly = 0.1 seems to lead to the best result. Note, that a variation in the corner
stabilization parameter did not result in any change of the convergence behavior.

Velocity Error (L2)
Velocity Error (L2-Norm of Divergence)
Normal Velocity Boundary Error (L2-Norm)

Figure 8: Example II: Velocity errors against the mesh size (in double logarithmic scale), for the case
o = 1 as a representative case for any considered o. The lines with slope equal to 1 (dashed), %
(dotted) and 2 (solid) are also shown.

5 Conclusions

In this paper, we proposed and analyzed a stabilized equal-order finite element formulation for the
Brinkman model combined with a non-symmetric Nitsche method. We investigated the properties
of the recently introduced penalty-free Nitsche approach, which is used to weakly impose essential
boundary conditions without the need of a penalty parameter.
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Pressure Error (L2-Norm)
X 5 & IS
Pressure Error (L2-Norm)

K -4
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h h h

Figure 9: Exampile II: Pressure errors against the mesh size (in double logarithmic scale), for the cases
o = 0.001 (left), 0 = 1 (center), and o = 1000 (right). The lines with slope equal to 1 (dashed), %
(dotted) and 2 (solid) are also shown.

We proved that the proposed penalty-free method is unconditionally stable with respect to the stabi-
lization parameters — used for stabilizing equal-order finite element spaces and Grad-Div stabilization
— and with respect to the physical parameters. In fact, we obtained inf-sup stability independently from
the value of fluid viscosity and medium permeability, valid also in the limit regimes of Stokes (o = 0)
and Darcy (peg = 0) flows. Furthermore, optimal a priori error estimates in a mesh-dependent norm
were derived, showing that the penalty-free Nitsche formulation maintains the accuracy properties (in
terms of convergence order and dependence on the physical parameters) of traditional approaches
(strong imposition of essential boundary conditions) and of the symmetric Nitsche method.

Focusing on the case of two-dimensional polygonal boundaries, in order to prove the robust stability
estimate we included an additional corner-stabilization, assuring stability of the normal velocity along
the boundary in the Darcy limit. The possibility of avoiding the corner stabilization, also in connection
with different finite element pairs and in the context of three-dimensional applications, is a subject of
current investigation.
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