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142 MINES AND MINING WEST OF THE ROCKY uommx:.;

rims of Sucker Flat and Smartville. It also became evident ﬂll‘h

order to work this lower lead and to extract the gold, a tunnel must be

ran throngh the rim at sufficient depth to allow the gravel at the bot
~ tom of ];lhe a(l’lcient channel to be run off.
b The Blue Gravel Company was the first to run such a t
feet in length. It was commenced in 1855 and finished in 18;51:.“0]’ =
~ a large part of this time work was suspended for lack of funds. As
~ soon as this tunnel was completed the mine yielded very largely. Ad
- joining mine-holders were stimulated to run similar tunnels. To the
westward, the Pittsburgh, as now consolidated, owning about 1000
feet on the channel: next the Rose Bar, owning 2,000 feet ; next the
Paectolus, owning 1,000 feet, have since completed deep bed-roc’k tunnels.
To the eastward, the Blue Point, owning about 1,100 feet ; the Smart-
ville Consolidated, owning 1,200 feet, and lastly, the Enterl;rise, owning
1 feet, have all ran long and costly bed-roci( tunnels. Thence the

els pass throngh the hills to Mooney Flat, where is in progress the

Jast and perhaps the most important of these’ bed-rock tunnel under
tlkingsﬁ lt:he(Moon;ey Flat tunnel.

The Blue Gravel claim is one of th -claims i
State. It was incorporated by Mr. hfcg::&gn;%l(liso%{x:sli:liggg mTﬂhl:
company commenced running a tunnel the same year, an underi'.akin
hvh!oh was regarded by most of the miners as hazardous,’but with themo:

opeful wtllepathns by the men who incorporated it, and who had as-
certained by the sinking of shafts that there was a heavy deposit of
N “bl?oo ¢r:l;ml” below the cats, on the rim-rock. The wt,ay;l copgtmwu
4 #80,000, of \f'hwh. except 10,000, was paid from the profits of the
: m; ‘;&I;L::]l :l!:;o:'gnh a (llieep'cut, and a short tunnel of about 600
3 lﬂ: :l“ g:louml were workmﬂ: toTxltl:loej:fgtllln g?ngos}:;:;t t%?xge}lr:g:‘ll:aﬁ
¢ = :;l:lhzll‘.t;)ot:llzg"t‘l_lentrlll‘:‘s:ril‘;ftl:).o-]fqgthtudrxng CIQ?erﬁdfOE all the in-
. : By, »r which it had stagge or nine years.
Hl;y. 180:, a:ob.::( ):l)r‘n::.c?lt(;l‘dei);l was declared. The head of wateg ordi-
e T

During the year 1868 it rident £
above the 1,400-foot tunucslbvev(:\‘;lnIr(:(";:.rid'L l‘]Fl ool s e
o still lower stratum of gravel which (i”(”.\lmusted, e a
tannel. Accordingly the mmbnm" sto )(cgotdboilwgrked_t:l'lrough m(:

another tunnel 65 feet lower \\! pk o g g -
IS Sannel, and it was finist & ork was vigorously prosecut

§ Daring its cous ) hed in July, 1872, at a cost of £75,000,
1 truction the com r W i

river southward of the main ch ' n‘rk(-d the barkigf the SUEH

: :ﬁlﬂﬂl which this ontaifl n;"wl: Thie e

e bank has been washed, being over the

pes

* m .

4) Al:t'h.et ;‘mnt abandoned until Febroary of the present year,
the lower tu ut time the Blue Gravel Company is running

now so well (""w" using a head of 800 inches of water.
o0 0n Dok ke ot there nood be noaigdeiays before all
g it Is not expected :, e upper and lower leads will be worked off
the beds of gravel len that any large dividend will be declared from
more than ‘_‘.‘:l:rd:ng south of the main lead, yet they wil
“‘l.al‘ll it is worked o o and the lower lead will be richly
& - “'m‘;ﬁ: ;;mpu,:y had declared several hundred thonsand
:bm was finished l;mh!mmm Company began a tannel 2,200 feet
~end and from two shafts at - or four years by working at the lower
or 863 per foot. It was lnl:t:ime time. This tannel cost $146,000,
in 1872 ; and since then the Blue Point
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