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ARTICLE

Crystal structure of the mitochondrial protein
mitoNEET bound to a benze-sulfonide ligand
Werner J. Geldenhuys1,10, Timothy E. Long2,10, Pushkar Saralkar1,10, Toshio Iwasaki 3, Raisa A.A. Nuñez4,

Rajesh R. Nair5, Mary E. Konkle 6, Michael A. Menze7, Mark V. Pinti8, John M. Hollander8,

Lori A. Hazlehurst1,9 & Aaron R. Robart 4

MitoNEET (gene cisd1) is a mitochondrial outer membrane [2Fe-2S] protein and is a potential

drug target in several metabolic diseases. Previous studies have demonstrated that mitoNEET

functions as a redox-active and pH-sensing protein that regulates mitochondrial metabolism,

although the structural basis of the potential drug binding site(s) remains elusive. Here we

report the crystal structure of the soluble domain of human mitoNEET with a sulfonamide

ligand, furosemide. Exploration of the high-resolution crystal structure is used to design

mitoNEET binding molecules in a pilot study of molecular probes for use in future develop-

ment of mitochondrial targeted therapies for a wide variety of metabolic diseases, including

obesity, diabetes and neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s

disease.
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M itoNEET (gene cisd1) was identified in 2004 as the first
example of a mitochondrial outer-membrane iron–sulfur
protein, with the cluster binding domain facing the cyto-

solic side1. This protein was initially discovered as the unintended
target for the anti-diabetic peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor
gamma (PPAR-γ) agonist pioglitazone, as many of the beneficial
effects of pioglitazone, a thiazolidinedione (TZD), could not be
explained by PPAR-γ activity alone1. MitoNEET assembles as a
homodimer, with each subunit containing a rather unusual [2Fe–2S]-
type iron–sulfur cluster coordinated by His87 and three cysteine
residues2. The amino acids coordinating the [2Fe–2S] cluster form a
signature CDGSH domain common to all members of the CISD-
gene family. Bioinformatics analysis has shown that the CISD-gene
family is highly conserved across a variety of species, including
mammals, Caenorhabditis elegans, plants as well as thermophilic
archaea and bacteria, with a high degree of structural homology
(particularly around the cluster binding domain) among the different
phyla3. To date three CISD proteins have been crystalized, including
human mitoNEET (gene cisd1), miner1/NAF-1 (gene cisd2), and
miner2/miNT (gene cisd3)4,5.

MitoNEET plays an important role in mitochondrial function and
metabolism6–10. Overexpression of mitoNEET in the adipose tissue
of ob/ob mice led to a significant reduction in inflammation and
oxidative stress as compared to the control mice7. In addition,
overexpression of mitoNEET in cardiomyocytes was protective
against oxidative stress as induced by hydrogen peroxide11,12. In
contrast, when mitoNEET was knocked out of mice the resulting
phenotype was characterized by a loss of dopamine neurotransmitter
levels from the striatum and Parkinson’s disease type motor defi-
cits13. Although the detailed mechanistic aspects underlying these
physiological functions remain elusive, current understanding of
mitoNEET correlates to the crucial role of the redox-active [2Fe–2S]
clusters, possibly serving as an outer-membrane redox-sensor and pH
sensor for mitochondrial function and/or a potential source of the
iron–sulfur cluster transfer to cytosol in response to the redox states
in the cells8,9.

Despite the fact that mitoNEET was described relatively
recently, numerous crystal structures have been reported for both
the wild-type and mutants of the soluble portions (PDB codes
2QH7, 2QDO, 2R13, 3EW0, 3REE, 3LPQ, 4EZF, 4F1E, 4F28, and
4F2C). However, none of these crystal structures includes a
bound ligand that has drug-like activity. Here, we describe the
crystal structure of a mitoNEET–ligand complex with furosemide.
This structure can be used to gain structural insights into mito-
NEET binding to ligands, as well as be used in structure-based
drug discovery (SBDD) studies.

Results
Co-crystallization study. Based on the published literature, mito-
NEET represents a potential drug target for the development of
compounds to treat a variety of metabolic diseases6,7,14. Unfortu-
nately, no crystal structure has been solved with a ligand bound to the
protein for use in SBDD studies. Here, we present the first crystal
structure at 1.95 Å resolution of human mitoNEET with a bound
benzoic-sulfonamide-furan ligand, furosemide. Our previous
approaches to screening condition for soaking with the prototypical
mitoNEET ligands TZDs such as pioglitazone and NL-1 did not yield
any crystals, mainly due to solubility problems of the TZD-
containing compounds. This led us to explore an alternative
approach, which was to find a soluble mitoNEET ligand which is
suitable for co-crystallization with the human mitoNEET protein. We
theorized from earlier crystal structure of mitoNEET that the LYS55
and HIS87 would be of importance, and the free carboxylic group of
furosemide would likely interact via hydrogen bonding15. We have
previously reported that furosemide binds to mitoNEET with

moderate affinity (IC50 ~40 µM)16, using a recombinant mitoNEET
with a mitoNEET-His protein, as opposed to the His-SUMO protein
we used here for crystallography. We focused on furosemide in this
study due to its appropriateness for the X-ray diffraction studies, due
to its favorable solubility profile, as opposed to the glitazones where
solubility in the crystallization mother liquor is limiting. In addition,
we did not observe any aggregate formation with furosemide in
solution using dynamic light scattering (DLS), which could interfere
with the crystallography studies (Supplementary Fig. 1).

The crystal structure of furosemide bound to mitoNEET is
shown in Fig. 1, with the crystal data (6DE9.pdb) given in
Table 1. In the refined structure, furosemide is bound on the face
close to the [2Fe–2S] cluster in each monomer, which are critical
for the biological function of mitoNEET (Fig. 1a). The bound
ligand was supported by strong density after MR-SAD phasing
and refinement, and was further confirmed by simulated
annealing OMIT map analysis (Fig. 1b, c). The furosemide
carboxylic groups are in reach of the [2Fe–2S] coordinating
His87 side chain for possible hydrogen bonding with His87Nε. In
addition, the furan ring of furosemide can be modeled such that
the oxygen is pointed toward Sγ of the Cys83 ligand, although the
limited resolution of the refined electron density map cannot
discriminate the precise orientation of the furosemide furan ring
in the present study. The furosemide-binding site observed in the
crystal structure corresponds to previously hypothesized binding
pocket, from molecular docking studies performed with the
anticancer drug MAD-28 corroborating our finding17. In
addition, the pocket identified by furosemide is suggested to
correspond to a possible binding site for pioglitazone, for which
nuclear magnetic resonance studies indicated causes perturba-
tions in the overall structure and to be close to a Trp or Phe
residues, although the exact residues still need to be determined2.
In accordance, the Phe82 side chain is within a 5 Å distance from
the furosemide furan ring in the refined structure, which could
suggest that this is the same binding site that pioglitazone
occupies. We previously identified other possible binding pockets
from docking studies, which was located near the α-helix of
mitoNEET, and predicted this to be the primary site for
resveratrol-3-sulfate and pioglitazone binding15,18. Considering
also the previous report that pioglitazone inhibits cluster release
from mitoNEET under oxidative stress19, it seems likely that the
compounds binding in the furosemide pocket would stabilize the
ligation environment of the [2Fe–2S] cluster. The observation
that mutation of HIS87 to CYS has a cluster stabilizing effect and
caused a significant shift in the reduction potential is also
consistent with this model20. Regardless of whether the main
function of mitoNEET in the cell is as a redox sensor, iron
chaperone, or as an electron-transport protein, binding of a
ligand so near to the cluster is likely to have a significant impact
on cellular energetics.

Ligand development. As proof of principle, we developed a small
pilot set of compounds to validate that the interaction between
furosemide and mitoNEET, both in the binding assay and the
crystal structure. This was in part to ensure that the interaction
we observe for furosemide was not due to nonspecific interaction
with the [3H]rosiglitazone. We developed an ELISA capture assay
using a streptavidin capture plate and a biotin–furosemide probe.
As can be seen in Fig. 2a, mitoNEET recombinant protein is dose-
dependently captured by the probe and is detectable by a primary
antibody against mitoNEET, suggesting that the interaction we
have observed from our binding assays were due to a binding
interaction. Furthermore, we used the probe to isolate recombi-
nant mitoNEET from a sample of cell lysate (Fig. 2b). In the
presence of furosemide, we were able to show dose-dependently
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the reduction of mitoNEET captured in the pull-down assay. The
most prominent reduction in binding was seen with the ~25 kDa
band, in contrast to the ~12 kDa. Lastly, we used an orthogonal
assay to assess interaction between mitoNEET and furosemide.
Surface plasmon resonance (SPR) indicated that the association

rate constant Kon was 5.6 × 102 M−1 s−1, a dissociation rate
constant Koff of 3.0 × 10−2 M−1 s−1 and the equilibrium dis-
sociation constant Kd is 53.5 μM (Supplementary Fig. 2).

The discovery that we could use furosemide as a probe for
crystallography of mitoNEET, led us to synthesize a series of
derivatives to validate the use of our crystal in molecular probe
development, and for exploring structure–activity relationships
of these sulfonamide compounds. As proof of principle, we
synthesized 11 furosemide analogs (Fig. 3 which were prepared
from the commercially available sulfonamide 1 by microwave
synthesis (see Supplementary methods)). Before we synthesized
the compounds, we docked them into the furosemide-binding
site, and found them to occupy the binding pocket supporting
synthesis initiation. The displacement IC50s of [3H]rosiglita-
zone with the human recombinant mitoNEET for these
compounds are shown in Table 2 and Fig. 4 showing
representative binding curves. We found that the extension of
the alkyl chain increased the affinity, with an optimal length of
between five and eight carbons within the current set of
compounds tested. The importance of an aliphatic or aromatic
side chain was verified from the use of compound 1, which does
not have either of these substitutions. Similarly, based on this
observation, we found that arachidonic acid showed similar
binding characteristics, sharing both the ring type structure of
the TZD warhead and the lipophilic tail21. We found that
inclusion of ring structures, specifically aromatic in nature,
would improve the affinity of compounds. For example, the
exclusion of a ring in 2a led to a dramatic decrease in ability to
displace [3H[rosiglitazone from observed IC50 of 22 μM of
furosemide to 81 μM for 2a.

A general pharmacophore model is shown in Fig. 4. Using the
crystal structure of furosemide with mitoNEET, we docked a
series of compounds, (furosemide, TT01001, NL-1, and rosigli-
tazone) into the furosemide-binding pocket/site, and developed a
preliminary pharmacophore model for the pocket. In this case,
pharmacophore model for mitoNEET ligands best described by

S
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OHO
Furosemide

a b d

c

H87

C82

C74
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Fig. 1 Crystal structure of human mitoNEET in complex with the bound ligand furosemide. a MitoNEET dimer shown with the [2Fe–2S] cluster and
coordinating amino acids. Furosemide is shown in atom colors. b 2Fo–Fc map (contoured at 1σ) showing bound ligand electron density. c Fo–Fc OMIT map
(contoured at 2.5σ) further validates the position of the bound furosemide ligand. d Structure of furosemide

Table 1 Data collection and refinement statistics

mitoNEET-furosemide

Data collection
Wavelength (Å) 1.74
Space group I 41 2 2
Cell dimensions
a, b, c (Å) 58.83, 58.83, 176.75
α, β, γ (°) 90, 90, 90
Resolution (Å) 30.30–1.95 (2.02–1.95)
Rsym or Rmerge 0.0353 (0.2533)
I /σI 40.90 (2.24)
Completeness (%) 99.92 (100.00)
Redundancy 21.8 (21.1)
Refinement
Resolution (Å) 30.30–1.95 (2.02–1.95)
No. of reflections 11791 (1146)
Rwork/Rfree 19.97/22.1
No. of atoms 689
Macromolecules 617
Ligand/ion 25
Solvent 47

B-factors
Macromolecules 42.34
Ligand/ion 93.30
Solvent 41.38

R.m.s. deviations
Bond lengths (Å) 0.010
Bond angles (°) 1.75

Values in parentheses are for highest-resolution shell.
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the appearance of two hydrophobic/aromatic centers, two
hydrogen bond acceptors, and one hydrogen bond acceptor/
donor, underpinning future studies into interactions with LYS55
and HIS87 similar to interactions suggested with other com-
pounds such as the anticancer compound MAD-2817.

Previous studies have shown that mitoNEET loses the
iron–sulfur [2Fe-2S] clusters in low pH22. To validate that the
interaction between furosemide and mitoNEET in the crystal is
not due to nonspecific interactions, we tested furosemide’s ability
to slow down the release of the clusters form mitoNEET. As seen
in Fig. 5, furosemide is able to reduce cluster loss at pH
6.5 suggesting the interaction with mitoNEET to be specific to the
cluster region.

Furosemide was chosen for this crystal structure study due to
speculated interaction to key residues9, as well as previous
literature which indicated a possible mitochondrial interaction23.
Since we found that furosemide binds to mitoNEET, albeit in the
micromolar range, and that mitoNEET is thought to regulate
mitochondrial bioenergetics2,17,24, we evaluated the new deriva-
tives for possible mitochondrial activity. To evaluate the new
compounds for pharmacological activity, we tested their ability to
affect mitochondrial bioenergetics (Fig. 6). N2A cells were used to
evaluate the activity, since most of our previous work with
mitoNEET centered on neurodegenerative diseases, including
Parkinson’s disease13. As control compounds, we used furose-
mide and the mitoNEET ligand NL-1. We found that the
compounds 2l (mitoNEET IC50= 20.7 μM) and 2f (mitoNEET
IC50= 6.2 μM) were able to increase both basal respiration
(oxygen consumption rate), and maximal respiration in each case,
similar to NL-1 and furosemide. The spare respiratory capacity
was also increased, with a commiserate increase in ATP-linked
oxygen consumption. As signs of health, the proton leak and
spare respiratory capacity were not changed with the addition of
the compounds, although furosemide trended to increase proton
leak. In support of these findings in cell culture, we isolated fresh
brain mitochondria from mice. Evaluation of the oxidative
phosphorylation complexes showed that furosemide interacts
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H
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2m X = Ph
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2p X = S
Furosemide X = O
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2n X = F

Fig. 3 Microwave-assisted synthesis of furosemide analogs. Eleven
compounds 2a–p were prepared from the commercially available
sulfonamide 1 by microwave synthesis and tested for mitoNEET binding and
respiration studies

Table 2 Displacement of [3H]rosiglitazone by sulfonamide
compounds with recombinant human mitoNEET

Compounds IC50 (μM) ±std error clogPa

Furosemide 29.26 ± 0.97 1.90
1 1021.00 ± 0.96 1.11
2a 81.43 ± 0.92 2.33
2b 42.56 ± 1.03 2.86
2c 54.26 ± 0.92 3.39
2d 9.12 ± 1.04 3.92
2e 19.82 ± 0.90 4.45
2f 6.24 ± 0.88 4.98
2k 31.16 ± 1.02 3.31
2l 20.79 ± 1.01 2.72
2n 8.82 ± 1.00 2.87
2p 12.38 ± 1.23 2.37
Arachidonic acid 2.93 ± 1.06 6.3

aCalculate using Chemdraw 16.0.1.4
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Fig. 2 Interaction with furosemide and mitoNEET. a To evaluate an indirect binding effect of the interaction of furosemide with mitoNEET, a ELISA
biotin–streptavidin capture assay shows that the furosemide–biotin probe is able to capture mitoNEET and be detected with a primary antibody; b the
addition of furosemide (0–100 μM) is able to reduce the amount of mitoNEET captured from a N2A cell lysate by the furosemide-probe attached to
streptavidin breads. Treatment: mitoNEET (mN); vehicle only (VC). RAU relative absorbance units
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with mitochondria (Fig. 7), specifically we noticed an increase in
complex I and III activity. Similar effects were seen when we
tested two other compound, 2f and 2l. Complex IV and ATP
synthase were mildly inhibited by the compounds at the
concentration tested. DLS follow-up studies suggested that the

compounds did not form aggregates in the buffers, which could
lead to false positives (Supplementary Fig. 1)25. The current
interpretation of the mitochondrial data in the presence of
furosemide does not exclude that possibility that the effects could
be unrelated to mitoNEET biochemistry. Future studies will be
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Fig. 4 X-ray crystal of mitoNEET with furosemide used to develop novel derivatives. a Docked poses of compounds, 2f, 2l, and 2n to illustrate the ability to
design compound to interact with HIS87, LYS55, and LYS68; b, c Pharmacophore query for the binding pocket from docking studies. The furosemide bound
mitoNEET structure was used for the docking study. d Binding curves of compounds in the presence of [3H]rosiglitazone
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needed to evaluate the full scope of biochemical activity of
furosemide at the mitochondrial level, as well as its phenotypical
role in disease management.

Discussion
MitoNEET is a mitochondrial protein with redox and pH sensor
activity, which has been of interest toward designing compounds
to modulate bioenergetics of mitochondria2,17,22,24. Of late no
structure has been published which contains mitoNEET protein
with a small organic compound bound as a complex, which has
hampered progress in designing mitoNEET ligands. In this study,
our goal was to identify a compound that could be used to achieve
a co-crystal structure with mitoNEET, as the glitazones tended to
precipitate out of solution failing to co-crystalize. We present a
mitoNEET crystal structure in complex with a benzoic-
sulfonamide-furan drug bound for use in future drug develop-
ment studies. Our crystal structure was used to design com-
pounds that could give insight into structure–activity
relationships of the scaffold. The primary binding site identified
correlates with the redox-active [2Fe–2S] cluster ligation site, and
binding to the HIS87 and LYS55 may inhibit its redox function
and/or possible cluster release/breakdown at the cytoplasmic
side2,17,24. With the current results, discovery programs can be
focused on developing probes to study the pharmacology of
mitoNEET and possibly develop novel compounds as first-in-
class to treat mitochondrial dysfunction such as Parkinson’s
disease26.

Methods
Chemical synthesis. See Supplementary methods.

Protein expression and purification. Plasmid pET11a-His-SUMO-mitoNEET was
constructed from a synthetic gene block (IDT) cloned between Nde I and Bam HI.
MitoNEET recombinant protein for crystallography was expressed as a fusion with

His-SUMO. The sequence of the expressed protein was as follows: MSGHHHHH
HHHGGGSGSSGGGSDSEVNQEAKPEVKPEVKPETHINLKVSDGSSEIFFKIKKT
TPLRRLMEAFAKRQGKEMDSLRFLYDGIRIQADQTPEDLDMEDNDIIEAHRE
QIGGTKRFYVKDHRNKAMINLHIQKDNPKIVHAFDMEDLGDKAVYCRCWR
SKKFPFCDGAHTKHNEETGDNGPLIIKKKET.

Protein expression was performed in Rosetta 2 (DE3) cells. Cells were grown in
TB both by autoinduction at 25 °C overnight, harvested at 5000 × g for 15 min, and
resuspended in lysis buffer (20 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.5), 0.3 M NaCl, 10 mM
imidazole). Cells were lysed by sonication, and the lysates were cleared at 15,000×g
for 15 min. Cleared lysate was bound to Ni-NTA resin (Gold Biotechnology),
washed with lysis buffer containing 20 mM imidazole, and eluted with lysis buffer
containing 300 mM imidazole. Purified mitoNEET was desalted over a PD-10
column with 10 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.0), 100 mM NaCl. The purification tag was
removed by digestion with His-tagged SUMO protease at 4 °C overnight. The
cleaved tag and His-SUMO protease was removed by a second binding to Ni-NTA
resin, followed by size exclusion chromatography. The His tag was followed by a
flexible Ser/Gly linker fused to a SUMO motif. After expression SUMO protease
(specific cleavage after QIGG) was used to remove the fusion purification tag. After
these steps, the final amino acid primary sequence is as follows:

TKRFYVKDHRNKAMINLHIQKDNPKIVHAFDMEDLGDKAVYCRCWRSK
KFPFCDGAHTKHNEETGDNVGPLIIKKKET.

Crystallization and refinement of mitoNEET-furosemide. Purified mitoNEET
protein (20 mg/ml) mixed with an equal molar concentration of furosemide was
screened by sitting drop vapor diffusion against Index screen (Hampton
Research). Red crystals formed in under a week in several conditions. Final data
collection was performed using crystals grown by sitting drop vapor diffusion by
mixing a 1:1 ratio of protein with 60% v/v Tacsimate pH 7.0. The mother liquor
was used for cryoprotection. Data collection was performed on the Northeastern
Collaborative Access Team beamline 24-ID-C at the Advanced Photon Source at
the iron peak. Data were indexed, integrated, and scaled using iMOSFLMand
Aimless. To avoid model bias molecular replacement was combined with
anomalous signals (MR-SAD) using Phaser and PDB 3REE as the search
model15. Refinement was performed using phenix27. Model building/rebuilding
was performed using Coot28. OMIT maps were constructed by removing the
ligand from the final refined structure file, performing three macro-cycles of
refinement with simulated annealing, and calculating a |Fo|—|Fc| map with
phenix.maps.

MitoNEET binding assay. Recombinant mitoNEET was attached to nickel
scintillation proximity assay (SPA) beads, and incubated with 20 nM [3H]
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rosiglitazone (PerkinElmer) for 60 min at room temperature. The binding
buffer was 50 mM Tris pH 8. White clear bottom 96-well plates were used
for the assay, and the counts per minute analyzed in a MicroBeta Counter
(Perkin Elmer). Data were analyzed as fraction of the total binding using a one-
site model with GrapPad Prism 6 statistical software. All binding curves had
R2 > 0.9.

Surface plasmon resonance. SPR studies were done by the contract research
organization CreativeBiolabs (https://www.creative-biolabs.com/). Experiments
were performed using Reichert4SPR refractometer system (Reichert Technolo-
gies, Depew, NY, USA) equipped with a dextran SPR sensor chip (Reichert
carboxymethyl dextran P/N 13206066). Acetate buffer was used for immobili-
zation of the protein MN (ligand). First, the surface was stabilized with phos-
phate buffer saline (PBST; PBS with 0.05% Tween 20, pH7.4) at a flow rate of 25
μL/min (25 °C) until a constant refractive index was obtained. Carboxymethyl
dextran on a chip was activated by injecting a solution of 10 mg/mL NHS and 40
mg/mL EDC over the sensor chip surface for 7 min at a flow rate of 10 μL/min.
Then the ligand, 60 μg/mL in 10 mM sodium acetate (pH 4.5), was immobilized
by injection over the surface for 7 min. The unreacted sites on the sensor chip
surface were blocked by injection of 1 M ethanolamine (pH 8.5) for 8 min. A
furosemide solution with 7 different concentrations (18.7, 25, 37.5, 50, 75,100,
and 150 μM) prepared in PBST (PBS with 0.05% Tween 20, pH7.4) with 1%
DMSO was injected into the cell over both channels at a flow of 25 μL/min,
association for 1.5 min, dissociation for 2.5 min. Data analysis were performed
with TraceDrawer software. Final Kd values were determined by fitting to a one-
to-one binding model.

Docking studies. The docking studies were performed using Glide (Schrodinger.
com). Our mitoNEET protein structure (6DE9) with furosemide was used in the
docking studies. The structure was prepared for docking using the PrepWizard that
added the necessary hydrogens. Glide SP docking was used in the default setting for
the docking studies of each compound. The top resultant poses were visually
inspected and the ligand interaction diagram function used to determine hydrogen

bonding. Pharmacophore features were identified from the docked poses and the
Pharmacophore editor in MOE 2018 (www.chemcomp.com). Final poses were
visualized in PyMol version 0.99.

Seahorse bioenergetics. Mitochondrial bioenergetics were evaluated by the use of
the Seahorse 96-well plate reader. Cells were grown in specialty plates from the
company, at 20,000 cells per well of N2A mouse neuronal cells. The cells were
treated with compounds at 20 μM for three hours, and then a mitochondrial stress
test (Seahorse Biosciences) done using compounds which affect mitochondrial
function, including oligomycin, FCCP, rotenone, and antimycin A.

Electron-transport chain complex activities. Electron-transport chain (ETC)
complexes I, III, IV, and V (ATP synthase) activities were measured spectro-
photometrically as previously described29. Briefly, brain and liver were resected
from mice. Mitochondria were isolated from organs using BioVision Mammalian
Mitochondria Isolation Kit for Tissue & Cultured Cells (Catalog #: K288), resus-
pended in 1 mL KME buffer each, and stored at −80 °C. Complex I activity was
determined by measuring NADH oxidation at 340 nm. Complex III activity was
assessed by measuring the reduction of cytochrome c at 550 nm in the presence of
reduced decycloubiquinone (50 μM). Complex IV activity was evaluated by mea-
suring the oxidation of cytochrome c at 550 nm. And ATP Synthase activity was
measured using an assay coupled with pyruvate kinase, which converts ADP to
ADP and produces pyruvate from phosphoenolpyruvate (PEP) measured at 340
nm. Each treatment group was comprised of 8 replicate wells in a 96-well plate.
Bradford assay was used to measure protein concentration in isolated mitochondria
from brain and liver that was used when performing calculations to obtain mea-
surements expressed as nanomoles substrate converted/min/mg of protein. The
mean measurement of each treatment group was compared with the mean of the
control group (DMSO only) with a one-way ANOVA using GraphPad Prism
8 software program following the exclusion of outliers as determined by the ROUT
(Q= 1%) outlier method.
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Dynamic light scattering. Compounds were dissolved in DMSO to give a 10 mM
stock concentration. This stock solution was diluted into PBS pH 7.4 to a final
concentration of 20 μM, and the evaluated using a Malvern DLS Nano-ZS-90
system (Malvern Instruments).

Iron–sulfur cluster release assay. This method was adapted as previously
described9. MitoNEET was prepared as described earlier and a stock of 4 mg/mL
was used in the assay, in a 50 mM Tris buffer pH 8. In a clear UV transparent 96-
well plate, compounds were prepared as 10 mM stocks in DMSO, and added to the
wells to give a final concentration of 20 μM. In each well 80 μL of the appropriate
buffer, with either vehicle or compound, and then mitoNEET protein was added at
20 μL. The 96-well plate was analyzed in a BioTek Synergy 4 plate reader, reading
at 458 nm for a period of time, at room temperature. For the pH 8, we used 50 mM
Tris pH 8, with 100 mM NaCl, and for the pH 6.5, we used the 50 mM Bis–Tris pH
6.5 with 100 mM NaCl buffer solution.

Capture assays. A biotin–furosemide probe was prepared by first activating the
carboxylic group of biotin with 1′-Carbonyldiimidazole (CDI) and conjugating it
with furosemide. For the ELISA assay, streptavidin plates (Pierce) were incubated
for 30 min with a dose-dilution of the probe, after which an equal amount of
recombinant mitoNEET protein was placed into the wells. After 2 h incubation at
4 °C, the plate was washed with a wash buffer with PBS pH 7.4 containing 0.05%
Tween-20. The amount of mitoNEET was determine using a mitoNEET primary
antibody (ProteinTech) 1:1000, followed by secondary anti-rabbit horseradish
peroxidase antibody 1:2000 for 1 h. Detection of the color was done at 450 nm after
addition of 3,3′,5,5′-tetramethylbenzidine solution and stopping solutions (Pierce).
For the capture assay, N2A cells were lysed and collected with radio-
immunoprecipitation assay buffer. Recombinant mitoNEET was added to the 1.5
ml centrifuge tubes, and magnetic streptavidin Dynanbeads (Invitrogen) incubated
with 100 μM furosemide probe was added to each tube. Furosemide, 0–100 μM was
added to tubes and incubated for 30 min. At the end of the experiment, a magnetic
tube rack was used to attract the magnetic beads. The solutions were washed with
PBST (pH 7.4, 0.05% Tween-20), boiled for 5 min, and run on a BioRad 4–20% gel
for Western Blot analysis (mitoNEET primary antibody 1:1000 and secondary HPR
1:2000).

Synthesis of furosemide analogs 2. A microwave vial containing 2,4-dichloro-5-
sulfamoylbenzoic acid (1, 0.74 mmol), Et3N (2.9 mmol) and primary amine (1.85
mmol) in 2 mL of DME was heated for 5 h at 150 °C under microwave irradiation.
The solution was cooled to room temperature, combined with EtOAc (30 mL) and
washed twice with equal volumes of 5% citric acid and brine. The organic fraction
was then dried over MgSO4, concentrated under reduced pressure, and loaded onto
a silica gel column packed with 1:1 hexanes:EtOAc. Flash chromatography using
50–100% EtOAc in hexanes yielded pure furosemide analogs 2 as pale solids.

Data availability
All data are available from the authors upon reasonable request. Coordinates and
structure factors were deposited in the Protein Data Bank under accession code 6DE9.
https://www.rcsb.org/.

Received: 3 February 2019 Accepted: 30 May 2019

References
1. Colca, J. R. et al. Identification of a novel mitochondrial protein (“mitoNEET”)

cross-linked specifically by a thiazolidinedione photoprobe. Am. J. Physiol.
Endocrinol. Metab. 286, E252–E260 (2004).

2. Paddock, M. L. et al. MitoNEET is a uniquely folded 2Fe 2S outer
mitochondrial membrane protein stabilized by pioglitazone. Proc. Natl Acad.
Sci. USA 104, 14342–14347 (2007).

3. Karmi, O. et al. The unique fold and lability of the [2Fe-2S] clusters of NEET
proteins mediate their key functions in health and disease. J. Biol. Inorg. Chem.
23, 599–612 (2018).

4. Lipper, C. H. et al. Structure of the human monomeric NEET protein MiNT
and its role in regulating iron and reactive oxygen species in cancer cells. Proc.
Natl Acad. Sci. USA 115, 272–277 (2018).

5. Conlan, A. R. et al. Crystal structure of Miner1: the redox-active 2Fe-2S
protein causative in Wolfram Syndrome 2. J. Mol. Biol. 392, 143–153
(2009).

6. Kusminski, C. M. et al. MitoNEET-Parkin effects in pancreatic alpha- and
beta-cells, cellular survival, and intrainsular cross talk. Diabetes 65, 1534–1555
(2016).

7. Kusminski, C. M. et al. MitoNEET-driven alterations in adipocyte
mitochondrial activity reveal a crucial adaptive process that preserves insulin
sensitivity in obesity. Nat. Med. 18, 1539–1549 (2012).

8. Camponeschi, F., Ciofi-Baffoni, S. & Banci, L. Anamorsin/Ndor1 complex
reduces [2Fe-2S]-MitoNEET via a transient protein-protein interaction. J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 139, 9479–9482 (2017).

9. Golinelli-Cohen, M. P. et al. Redox control of the human iron-sulfur repair
protein MitoNEET activity via its iron-sulfur cluster. J. Biol. Chem. 291,
7583–7593 (2016).

10. Stauch, K. L. et al. Quantitative proteomics of presynaptic mitochondria reveal
an overexpression and biological relevance of neuronal MitoNEET in
postnatal brain development. Dev. Neurobiol. 79, 370–386 (2019).

11. Habener, A. et al. MitoNEET Protects HL-1 cardiomyocytes from oxidative
stress mediated apoptosis in an in vitro model of hypoxia and reoxygenation.
PLoS One 11, e0156054 (2016).

12. Logan, S. J. et al. Novel thiazolidinedione mitoNEET ligand-1 acutely
improves cardiac stem cell survival under oxidative stress. Basic Res. Cardiol.
110, 19 (2015).

13. Geldenhuys, W. J. et al. MitoNEET (CISD1) knockout mice show signs of
striatal mitochondrial dysfunction and a parkinson’s disease phenotype. ACS
Chem. Neurosci. 8, 2759–2765 (2017).

14. Geldenhuys, W. J., Leeper, T. C. & Carroll, R. T. mitoNEET as a novel drug
target for mitochondrial dysfunction. Drug Discov. Today 19, 1601–1606
(2014).

15. Arif, W. et al. Complexes of the outer mitochondrial membrane protein
mitoNEET with resveratrol-3-sulfate. Biochemistry 50, 5806–5811 (2011).

16. Geldenhuys, W. J. et al. Identification of small molecules that bind to the
mitochondrial protein mitoNEET. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 26, 5350–5353
(2016).

17. Bai, F. et al. The Fe-S cluster-containing NEET proteins mitoNEET and NAF-
1 as chemotherapeutic targets in breast cancer. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 112,
3698–3703 (2015).

18. Geldenhuys, W. J., Funk, M. O., Barnes, K. F. & Carroll, R. T. Structure-based
design of a thiazolidinedione which targets the mitochondrial protein
mitoNEET. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 20, 819–823 (2010).

19. Bak, D. W., Zuris, J. A., Paddock, M. L., Jennings, P. A. & Elliott, S. J. Redox
characterization of the FeS protein MitoNEET and impact of
thiazolidinedione drug binding. Biochemistry 48, 10193–10195 (2009).

20. Conlan, A. R. et al. Mutation of the His ligand in mitoNEET stabilizes the 2Fe-
2S cluster despite conformational heterogeneity in the ligand environment.
Acta Crystallogr D Biol. Crystallogr. 67, 516–523 (2011).

21. Cocco, T., Di Paola, M., Papa, S. & Lorusso, M. Arachidonic acid interaction
with the mitochondrial electron transport chain promotes reactive oxygen
species generation. Free Radic. Biol. Med. 27, 51–59 (1999).

22. Mons, C. et al. The H2O2-resistant Fe-S redox switch MitoNEET acts as a pH
sensor to repair stress-damaged Fe-S protein. Biochemistry 57, 5616–5628
(2018).

23. Orita, Y. et al. Effect of furosemide on mitochondrial electron transport
system and oxidative phosphorylation. Arzneimittelforschung 33, 1446–1450
(1983).

24. Mittler, R. et al. NEET proteins: a new link between iron metabolism, reactive
oxygen species, and cancer. Antioxid. Redox Signal. 30, 1083–1095 (2018).

25. Irwin, J. J. et al. An aggregation advisor for ligand discovery. J. Med. Chem. 58,
7076–7087 (2015).

26. Park, J. S., Davis, R. L. & Sue, C. M. Mitochondrial dysfunction in Parkinson’s
disease: new mechanistic insights and therapeutic perspectives. Curr. Neurol.
Neurosci. Rep. 18, 21 (2018).

27. Adams, P. D. et al. PHENIX: a comprehensive Python-based system for
macromolecular structure solution. Acta Crystallogr. D Biol. Crystallogr. 66, 5
(2010).

28. Emsley, P., Lohkamp, B., Scott, W. G. & Cowtan, K. Features and development
of Coot. Acta Crystallogr. D Biol. Crystallogr. 66, 486–501 (2010).

29. Hathaway, Q. A. et al. Maternal-engineered nanomaterial exposure disrupts
progeny cardiac function and bioenergetics. Am. J. Physiol. Heart Circ. Physiol.
312, H446–H458 (2017).

Acknowledgements
This work was funded in part by a pilot project to W.J.G., T.E.L., and A.R. The project
described was supported by the National Institute of Health, U54GM104942, LH RO1
CA195727, R01 HL128485 and 1R411NS110070-01. The content is solely the respon-
sibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of the NIH.
Additional funding was proved by the WVU Stroke CoBRE fund P20 GM109098. This
work is based upon research conducted at the Northeastern Collaborative Access Team
beamlines, which are funded by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences from
the National Institutes of Health (P41 GM103403). The Pilatus 6M detector on 24-ID-C
beam line is funded by a NIH-ORIP HEI grant (S10 RR029205). This research used
resources of the Advanced Photon Source, a U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Office of
Science User Facility operated for the DOE Office of Science by Argonne National
Laboratory under Contract no. DE-AC02-06CH11357. Lastly, this work was also funded
in part by the Community Foundation for the Ohio Valley Whipkey Trust.

ARTICLE COMMUNICATIONS CHEMISTRY | https://doi.org/10.1038/s42004-019-0172-x

8 COMMUNICATIONS CHEMISTRY |            (2019) 2:77 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s42004-019-0172-x | www.nature.com/commschem

https://www.rcsb.org/
www.nature.com/commschem


Author contributions
W.G., T.L., T.I., R.Na., M.K., M.M., J.H., L.H., and A.R. participated in the research
design. W.G., P.S., R.Nu., M.P., and A.R. performed the data analysis. W.G., T.L., T.I., R.
Na., M.K., M.M., J.H., L.H., and A.R. wrote or contributed to the writing of the paper.

Additional information
Supplementary information accompanies this paper at https://doi.org/10.1038/s42004-
019-0172-x.

Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

Reprints and permission information is available online at http://npg.nature.com/
reprintsandpermissions/

Publisher’s note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in
published maps and institutional affiliations.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,

adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party
material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the
article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by statutory
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/.

© The Author(s) 2019

COMMUNICATIONS CHEMISTRY | https://doi.org/10.1038/s42004-019-0172-x ARTICLE

COMMUNICATIONS CHEMISTRY |            (2019) 2:77 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s42004-019-0172-x | www.nature.com/commschem 9

https://doi.org/10.1038/s42004-019-0172-x
https://doi.org/10.1038/s42004-019-0172-x
http://npg.nature.com/reprintsandpermissions/
http://npg.nature.com/reprintsandpermissions/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
www.nature.com/commschem
www.nature.com/commschem

	Crystal structure of the mitochondrial protein mitoNEET bound to a benze-sulfonide ligand
	Original Publication Information
	ThinkIR Citation
	Authors

	Crystal structure of the mitochondrial protein mitoNEET bound to a benze-sulfonide ligand
	Results
	Co-crystallization study
	Ligand development

	Discussion
	Methods
	Chemical synthesis
	Protein expression and purification
	Crystallization and refinement of mitoNEET-furosemide
	MitoNEET binding assay
	Surface plasmon resonance
	Docking studies
	Seahorse bioenergetics
	Electron-transport chain complex activities
	Dynamic light scattering
	Iron–nobreaksulfur cluster release assay
	Capture assays
	Synthesis of furosemide analogs 2

	References
	References
	Acknowledgements
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
	Author contributions
	Competing interests
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


