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30th CONGRESS, 

1st Session. 
[SENATE.] 

MEMORIAL 
OF 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
TO, 98, 

CITIZENS OF T~E UNITED STATES, 
Residing within the li,n-its of the Territory of ~linnisota ris defined in 

the bitt before Congress at tlte last session, in relation to the boundary of 
that Territory. 

MARCII 28, \848. 
Referred to the Committee on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

To the Senate and House oj Representatives of the United States: 

The memorial of the undersignecl, citizens of the United States, resid­
ing within the limits of the Territory of Minnisota as defirred in the biH 
brought before your honorable bodies at the last session of Congress, 

REPRESENTS MOST RESP~:CTFULLY: 

That they have learned with surprise and unxiety that the constitu­
tional convention of Wisconsin have passed a res9lution, urging upon 
your honorable bodies a change of the northern boundary of the State as 
fixed by Congress, so as to include a hrge portion of country lying north 
of that line, and in fact as far as the mouth of Rum river, a distance of 
nearly sixty miles above the St. Croix. Your petitioners being inti­
mately concerned in the decision of this question, bPg leave respectfully 
to protest against this contemplated change, and believe that the dimen­
sions of the new State should rather be curtailed than enlarged, for the 
following reasons, to wit: 

First. Wisconsin, according to the bill for its admission, will make one 
of the largest States of the Union. Your memorial is ts believe that your 
lwnorable bodies are committed against the policy of admitting ne1v 
States into the confederacy which have more than a rP.asonable extent of 
territory. This was the case with Iowa, from whose northern limit, as 
prop<Jsed by the convention of that State, more than a degree and a half 
of latitude were cut off by Congress. 

Secondly. Your memorialists conceive it to be the intention of your 
hon~able bodies so to divide the present Territory of Wisconsin as to 
form · two States nearly equal in size, as well as other respects. A line 
drawn due south from Shagwamigan b1y, on lake Superior, to tl1e inter­
Tippin & Streeper, prin ters. 



[ 98 J 2 

section of the main Chippewa river, and from thence down the middle of 
said stream to its debouchure into the Mississippi, would seem to your 
memorialists a very proper and equitable division; which, while it would 
secure to Wisconsin a portion of the Jake Superior shore, would also 
afford to Minnisota some countervailing advantages. 

But if the northern line should be changed as suggested by the conven­
tion, Minnisota would not have a single point on the Mississippi below 
the falls of St. Anthony, which is the limit of steamboat navigation. 
This alone, to the apprehension of your memorialists, would be a good 
and sufficient reason why the mouth of Rum river should not be the 
boundary, as that stream pours its waters into the Mississippi nearly 
twenty miles above the falls. Besides this, the Chippewa and St. Croix 
valleys are closely connected in geographical position with the upper 
Mississippi, while they are widely separated from the settled parts of Wis­
consin, not only by hundreds of miles of mostly waste and barren lands, 
which must remain uncultivated for ages, but equally so by a diversity 
of interests and character in the population. The seat of government of 
Wisconsin is nearly four hundred miles distant from the St. Croix, and it 
is evident that the inhabitants of the latter, should it be annexed to Wis­
consin, from their isolated position, would be subject to heavy taxation 
without receiving any corresponding benefit. 'l'he county of St. Croix 
contains more ·than four thousand souls, and is rapidly increasing in pop­
ulation. If included within the 'I'erritory of Minnisota, it may reasona­
bly be expected that the number will be quadrupled within five years ; 
but if, unfortunately for your memorialists, your honorable bodies should 
accede to the proposition of the convention, and incorporate it with Wis­
consin, a severe check would be given to the prosperity of the whole upper 
country, and the prospects of Minnisota would be forlorn indeed. 

Finally, your memorialists have full ·confidence that your honorable 
bodies will consult the wishes of those who are most interested in the 
solution of this question, and will not do so much violence to th£\ feel­
ings of the people of this region as to _place them within the limits of 
Wisconsin, in utter disregard of their prayers and remonstrances. Your 
memorialists sincerely believe that there are not ten men in the whole 
upper eountry who are not opposed to its incorpo·ration with the State of 
Wisconsin. Your memorialists, in conclusion, pray your honorable bo­
dies to pass a law for the organizat10n .of the Territory of Minnisota, and 
for extending its limits to the line designated in this their memorial. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 
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