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seeking citizenship.”
Dr. Weisburd, who dJrecis the Pro]ect

Shme program .at Temple through the
... . Center for Intergeneratlonal Learnmg at
- . the university,'said 2 million/legal immi-
5 o grants currently are awaiting their citizen-.
¢ ship qualification in the ‘United States.
. The huge back-up primarily is due to cuts
‘in welfare-and benefits*for- forergn resr-‘* .
dents, which ‘has spurred more immi- .
- grants to seek citizenship. - T
... “There has been a.lot. of anxlety for_
these people in the last few: years,” she “.
" said, “especially in trying to get into
_»_"Enghsh as a Second.Language [ESL]
" -courses. If thesé people can’t get into these - -
courses, they can't get into_ cltlzenslup,

elderly 1mrmgrants and refugees Pro;ect
Shine:js a national directive that helps

older aduits learn Enghsh and other skills -

they will:néed to gain citizenship.

- While the major focus of the directiveis -
to_help immigrants prepare for the
Immigration .and - Naturalization Service~

interview, ‘the ;program also benefits the
studeénts“who become involved through
* federal work-study programs or courses

that integrate the service pro;ect into their

curricalum.. .

Umversrt)', in-Philadelphia, PA; Universi-

tyrof . New:.Mexico,;and . the - Technical -
~.Nocational Institute, in. Albuquerque;
Northeastern, University, and .Roxbury ..

Commumty ‘College, in Boston, MA; and

Lity, College..of San. Francisco and -San
.. Frangisco. State,, Umversrty, ‘in ..San

Franctsco,CAm s s

s, In the first, year :of . Pro]ect Shme, 220.

' brhngualand native English-speaking col-
lege students, 600 elderly immigrants and
zefugees, 30 faculty, and 25, community

_partner.sites, participated in the .program.
Itis funded through the. Learn.and Serve.

. America, program of the Corporatlon for
National Sgrvrce, iny Washmgton,

programuat Temple, accordrng to Pro]ect

Shrne natronal drrector Claud.ta Weisburd, ;

s Currently;. colleges in four qhs across’.A
_the nation ;host. the ‘program:. Temple .

classes.”
Learning English as a second language

is particularly difficult for older adults,
" Dr. Weisburd said. Lawful U.S. residents

who are 55 and have lived in the states for

15 years or ‘more-or those over 50 who
- have been here at least 20 years may take
. their interviews and tests in" their native

language.

-However, for many others learning to
speak English is a requirement. While
Project Shine tries to recruit bilingual stu-

dents, all students are encouraged to par- -

ticipate. =
”About half of our students know

s B

another language,” she said.. “Obviously,
it's easier for these students to help their
.elderly learners; but those students who
only. speak Enghsh also canteach.by
-.pointing, naming, srgn language -and
- -actions.. You would’ be surprised how
. quickly people can begin to learn through
-these methods.”
- : Students learn to work w1th people
from. many cultures. and backgrounds
..mcludmg Cambodlan,
. Chinese, Haman, Domnncan, Somahan

Ukrainian, Russian and Mexican. - :
.Students .who participate in the pro-‘

‘ gram gain experience that they can use in -
. -future careers such as anthropology, _
. Afric '
-ESL, Latin American studies, political sci-
- ... ence, psychology, urban studies and
. ,{womensstudres S o
-~They. commit to a, mrmmum of. two

-American studies, . education,

: al program, we are .better.equpecl to »‘ ‘
i ; > .offer _more contributions, to older adults
d the language or

. Viethamese, .

C - year

hours per week for. an” academi

-~ However, approximately 80 percent of the

students contribute at least four hours a
week to the program, accordmg to, Dr.
Weisburd. :

Aside from getting a better mdemd—
ing of culture, Project Shine students also
benefit from the intergenérational experi-
ence. =

“It's a very good opportumty ‘to work
with the older. population,”:the national
director reported. “In terms of U.S. demo-
graphics, the older -adult population; 15
growing at a high rate, so we feel it’s very
beneficial  for the younger. people in
preparing for the future. The students are
becoming sensitized to the needs of older
adults, :learning about  theirphysical

P
* aspects and ‘what typé of matenals t}ley

can use in helping them learn.” =
.The students come:to. understnnd that

" even frai] ‘and infirim people haveé.a lot to

give, she said. In addition,they-learn
about other cultures and various ways of

© . life, “which are advantageous regardless

of your field of study.” -
;. Participation .in -the program by alhed
health students is. particularly;welcomed,

Dr. Weisburd _noted. ”'_Ihereare a.lot-of
.. motor , skills - and. .physical. -conditioning
y aspects that these studentscould see here,

and some :people have problems with.
memory and money management

. contact Clandia Weisburd-at(215), 20467090

bye—mazl at cwelsbur@astm OCIS temple.edu..
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