
Journal of Humanistic Mathematics Journal of Humanistic Mathematics 

Volume 10 | Issue 1 January 2020 

Perfect (a poem) Perfect (a poem) 

Joseph Chaney 
Indiana University South Bend 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm 

 Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons, and the Mathematics Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Chaney, J. "Perfect (a poem)," Journal of Humanistic Mathematics, Volume 10 Issue 1 (January 2020), 
pages 540-540. DOI: 10.5642/jhummath.202001.30 . Available at: https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/
vol10/iss1/30 

©2020 by the authors. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons License. 
JHM is an open access bi-annual journal sponsored by the Claremont Center for the Mathematical Sciences and 
published by the Claremont Colleges Library | ISSN 2159-8118 | http://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/ 

The editorial staff of JHM works hard to make sure the scholarship disseminated in JHM is accurate and upholds 
professional ethical guidelines. However the views and opinions expressed in each published manuscript belong 
exclusively to the individual contributor(s). The publisher and the editors do not endorse or accept responsibility for 
them. See https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/policies.html for more information. 

CORE Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by Scholarship@Claremont

https://core.ac.uk/display/289019633?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol10
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol10/iss1
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol10/iss1
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/vol10/iss1/30
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fjhm%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/438?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fjhm%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/174?utm_source=scholarship.claremont.edu%2Fjhm%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/policies.html


Perfect (a poem)

Joseph Chaney

jchaney@iusb.edu

Mathematicians call six a perfect
number. Twenty-eight is another one.
Such a number is equal to the sum
of its proper positive divisors.
It shows an inward beauty, a trimness
of package: numbers containing other
numbers they keep whole. I’m happy to know
that unseen intellects puzzle over
such matters, in love with numbers and what
they do, while in your eyes, my love, fervent
life multiplies inwardly; and I ply
my discipline, admiring as you
talk or laugh, struggling to comprehend
your forms and powers and untold numbers

Journal of Humanistic Mathematics Volume 10 Number 1 (January 2020)

http://scholarship.claremont.edu/jhm/

	Perfect (a poem)
	Recommended Citation

	Perfect (a poem)

