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abstract

Throughout the twentieth century, Friuli Venezia 
Giulia, the north-eastern region of Italy that borders 
Austria and Slovenia, played a strategic wartime 
role. From the Great War to the Cold War, the 
installation of defensive works including barracks, 
fortifications and infrastructure distinguished the 
territory. A significant rationalization in the territory 
and modification in the organizational structure 
of the Armed Forces took place from the end of 
the Cold War, through the EU expansion to the 
countries located on the north-eastern border 
of Italy, and up to the Army’s transformation 
from conscription to voluntary service. The town 
of Casarsa della Delizia represents a case of 
important significance due to the presence of the 
“Trieste” barracks, a settlement of extensive and 
significant environmental impact, a part of which 
has not been used for years, becoming over time 
a landscape-abandonment issue, on which action 
is needed. The paper focuses on the proposals 
to recover this former military area as a new 
integrated part of the city, merging the necessity 
of saving the past heritage and developing a new 
landscape vision, bringing together the historical 
and contemporary ways of living and promoting 
urban regeneration complex operations.

INTRODUCTION

Historically, the Friulian territory has 
borne the indelible signs of military 
defence. Artefacts of defence are 
a tangible expression of history, 

highlighting the sense of landscape 
and assuming precise cultural 
connotations. In particular, the twentieth 
century brought three successive 
waves of militarization to the region, 
as Friuli-Venezia Giulia was one of 
the theatres in which the I and II WWs 
were fought (Pascoli and Vazzaz, 2008; 
Bernasconi and Muran, 2009). Later, 
the Cold War elicited a radical change 
in the territorial, social, and economic 
connotations of Friuli, evolving during 
the second half of the last century 
quite differently from the Italian context 
(Romero, 2009). This historical evolution 
transformed the territory into a fabric of 
barracks, powder kegs, and bunkers 
occupied in large part by the armed 
forces of Italy.

Forty years of Cold War 
dramatically affected the landscape 
morphology, with strong repercussions 
on the regional agricultural and 
industrial retrogression (Baccichet, 
2015). After 1989, when European 
Union countries (joined by the Eastern 
European countries in 2007) started 
a slow and progressive defence-in-
struments restructuring process, the 
Italian Army also adapted itself to 
this changing context and strategic 
needs (Gastaldi and Camerin, 2017). 
The Italian Law 331/2000 established 
the gradual replacement of military 
personnel with volunteers. This 
contraction policy has led from a 
massive Armed Forces appropriation 
of the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region 
(considered as an essential and wick 
border to be protected against a 
possible Soviet invasion) to a gradual 
concentration in a few sustainable 
sites, abandoning most other sites 
(Santarossa and Scirè Risichella, 2016).

In this frame the Authors propose 
the analysis and transformation of the 
former “Trieste” barracks in Casarsa 
della Delizia (Pordenone) (Figure 1). 

Now closed and fenced, this 
compound could be transformed 
into new open and public spaces. 
The project would encompass the 

expectations and the participation of 
local communities and would strive for 
solutions which would enhance culture, 
enrich the economic value of the site, 
provide social inclusion and social en-
trepreneurship including a collaborative 
management of the common property, 
and promote a green economy 
and new ways of living. The paper 
introduces the results of an international 
design workshop and other didactic 
proposals developed in collaboration 
with the Town of Casarsa della Delizia 
administration.

THE “TRIESTE” BARRACKS 
IN CASARSA DELLA DELIZIA

The “Trieste” barracks and the 
“Francesco Baracca” airport were built 
after the end of the Second World War 
on the area of the ancient-airships 
hangar and station erected in Casarsa 
during WWI. Four decades of military 
use have deeply marked the territory 
of Casarsa: In the Seventies of the last 
century, the “Trieste” barracks alone 
quartered more than 4,000 soldiers 
and their families, a number larger 
than Casarsa’s residents. The barracks 
have been a significant presence – 
influencing over the years the social, 
economic and urban aspects of the 
local community, whose economy, 
up to thirty years ago, was strongly 
characterized by the presence of one 
of the greatest barracks in Italy. The 
under-utilization of the barracks (23,5 
ha of area) began in April 1991, when 
the “Cavalleggeri Guide Regiment” 
was transferred to Salerno (Campania 
Region). Subsequently, the “41° 
Cordenons Artillery Regiment” occupied 
the site. Even though the adjacent 
military airport was preserved, and the 
continued use of the military installation 
seemed confirmed by an important 
restoration work begun in 1994, the end 
of military mandatory service in 2001 
signalled a progressive and inexorable 
abandonment of the military area. The 
“41° Cordenons Artillery Regiment” 

transfer to Sora (Frosinone) took place 
in 2007 (Senato della Repubblica, 2003 
and 2007).

A number of proposals have been 
formulated for the possible reuse of 
the former military site, but they have 
been promoted by the local or national 
administrators without a real discussion 
with the community. On the occasion 
of the EXPO Milano 2015, the Mayor 
of Casarsa asked the Department 
of Architecture and Urban Studies 
of Politecnico di Milano to devise a 
way to promote Casarsa during that 
international event as the ‘Town of 
Wine’. Casarsa della Delizia, in fact, 
is part of the ‘Towns of Wine’ Italian 
Association, established in 1987, that 
joins all the principal locations where 
fine wines are produced in Italy. 

The Politecnico di Milano 
proposal, instead of focusing solely 
on the concept of Casarsa as a place 
dedicated to the wine and its mere 
productive activity, also focused 
on the connections between the 
Friulian territory, which over centuries 
transformed into a flat landscape 
covered by vineyards; the cultural 
legacy of Pier Paolo Pasolini, the in-
ternationally known poet and director 
with Casarsese ancestors who lived 
in Casarsa during his youth and first 
maturity and wrote some of the best 

Figure 1: The “Trieste” Barracks area in Casarsa della Delizia. 
The historic urban centre of the City of Wine has the same 
surface of the former military compound. Source: Table 
elaborated during the 2015 workshop.


