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A study of the usage distribution of "V le O" and "V (O) le" in
discourse from the perspective of discourse analysis

Hu Liang Na

Abstract

When Japanese learners of Chinese speak in Chinese, “V le O” and “V (O) le” are often
confused. This paper uses conversation data from native speakers of Chinese, to reveal the usage
distribution of “V le O” and “V (O) le” in conversation based on the theories of cognitive linguistics
and discourse analysis.

In narrative text, misuse of “le” may break the connection of sentences, but in conversation,
“le” is often used repeatedly. This paper considers that there is a difference between the usage
distributions of “V le O” and “V (O) le” in narrative text and conversation.

In narrative text, “V (O) le ” is used as a part of broad introduction at the beginning of the
discourse. On the other hand, “V le O” is used in detailed discussions after the discourse has
progressed.

In conversation, “V (O) le” is often used repeatedly because it is required to make multiple
pieces of new information stand out from multiple focal points through “le”'s foregrounding

function.
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