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Preface

The technological innovation in wet-rice growing that formed the nucleus of
Indonesia’s agrarian-rural development program beginning in the late 1960s finally
realized domestic self-sufficiency in rice production in the mid-1980s. However, this
technological innovation was not successful in solving employment problems plagu-
ing Indonesia’s rural society. Thus, it was hoped that development and growth of the
nonfarm sector in rural Indonesia, in particular rural industrialization, would provide
employment for increasing labor forces of production, especially women and villag-
ers of low socioeconomic status, and as a result improve income distribution in the
rural areas. In recent years, moreover, terms of trade for rice have deteriorated, in
part due to cuts in various rice-growing subsidies accompanying the achievement of
rice-production self-sufficiency. As a result, the development of the rural nonfarm
sector has come to assume a crucial role in any plan for dealing with low income
problems among villagers, including cultivators and farmers.

The purpose of this volume of research is to analyze a survey carried out in the
Majalaya region of Bandung District, West Java on the development of its rural
weaving industry. The focus of the study will be the growth of the nonfarm sector in
the region—especially rural industrialization—in an attempt to investigate the possi-
bilities of the development of weaving enterprises into a viable rural industry based
on the idea of community-based industries. In Chapter 1, the problems underlying
the research and the methodology chosen will be discussed in detail. Chapter 2 pre-
sents an outline of the village surveyed and the role it plays in the rural economy of
West Java. Chapter 3 will lay down the historical background to the weaving indus-
try in Indonesia in general and the survey village in particular, in relation to that
country’s policies concerning small-scale manufacturing. Chapter 4 is an attempt to
describe the response of the survey village’s cloth-weaving enterprises to changes in
government policy enacted during the Suharto adminisration and changing industrial
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structure, in addition to detailing the structural changes that occurred in the produc-
tion area centering around the survey village and analyzing management patterns of
local weavers and traders. In Chapter 5 the land-ownership patterns and side busi-
nesses of weavers and cloth traders will be taken up, in order to show the necessity of
the extremely small scale of operations being carried on by cloth weavers. Chapter 6
will investigate the growth and development of rural cloth weaving in relation to
local land productivity, then discuss the relationship between the development of
part-time farming and the rural weaving industry. Then, after a discussion of the
influence exerted on the survey village’s income distribution and the allocation of its
forces of production by the rural weaving industry and other nonfarm activities, a
number of conclusions will be offered.

This volume is based on my doctoral dissertation submitted to the Department of
Agricultural and Forestry Economics, Kyoto University in September 1993. I am
deeply indebted to Honorary Professor Hiroyuki Nishimura of Kyoto University for
his constant encouragement during the dissertation writing. Deep thanks are offered
to Professor Sajogyo of Bogor Agricultural University, then head of Center for De-
velopment Studies, who encouraged me during my research in Indonesia during
1984–86. I owe special thanks to him for his help in obtaining a research permit and
his valuable advice. I would like to express my deep appreciation to the Indonesian
Institute of Science (Lembaga Ilmu Pengetahuan Indonesia—LIPI) which gave me
permission to do field research in Indonesia.

Mr. Gunawan Wiradi of Agro-Economic Survey (SAE) and Ms. Winati Wigna of
Bogor Agricultural University deserve special gratitude for their kind assistance dur-
ing my field work. Special thanks are due to Dr. Benjamin White, Institute of Social
Studies, and then the leader of the research project entitled the Rural Non-Farm Sec-
tor in West Java during 1987–1991. I was able to join the project and receive much
scholarly stimulation. My deep thanks are also directed to Professor Hasan Poerbo of
the Bandung Institute of Technology and Mr. Agrar Sudrajat and Ms. Indrasari
Tjandraningsih of the then Bandung Office of Institute of Social Studies.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to Professor Hiroyoshi Kano, University
of Tokyo, Dr. Tsutomu Takigawa of Nihon University, Professor Hiromitsu
Umehara of Rikkyo University and the late Professor Kenzo Horii who have encour-
aged and guided me academically since I joined the Institute of Developing Econo-
mies in 1978.

No words can express my deep thanks to the then Bapak Lurah of Ciluluk Village,
Mr. Dudu Rifandi and all the villagers there. Their unfailing politeness and patience
in answering detailed questions and explaining village life made this study possible.
Also to Ms. Janthi Wirajanthini who supported me kindly as field assistant, I would
like to express my deep gratitude. My grateful thanks are also due to the English
Editorial Division of the Institute of Developing Economies.

Finally I would like to thank my wife, Ami Aminah Meutia, my son Yugy, and my
daughter Aisya for their enduring support throughout the duration of this study.
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