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1
RECLOSABLE PACKAGING

This invention relates to reclosable packaging and. more
particularly, to reclosable packaging suitable for bakery
products such as bread. Hereinafter. the invention will be
described in relation to packaging for bread. but is not
intended to be limited to such packaging.

Previously, bread has commonly been packaged in a
flexible plastics bag having an open end. The bag is con-
siderably longer than the loaf of bread to be packaged. The
excess length of bag at the open end is radially compressed
to close the bag adjacent the loaf and is then held together
by means of a tie which encircles the bag at the compressed
area. Such a package is operable simply by removing the tie
and is reclosable by reapplication of the tic. However. there
are a number of disadvantages associated with such pack-
ages. In particular, the tie may wear or become distorted with
repeated use and will then become ineffective. The tie is also
small and may therefore be difficult to operate. As the bread
is used there is more and more excess packaging which is
difficult to handle.

In addition, there has to be a significant excess length of
bag compared to the unused loaf, to enable the bag to be
closed and the tie fitted. That excess length uses a consid-
erable amount of plastics material, and thus adds to the
expense of the packaging.

The present invention is aimed at overcoming the above
disadvantages and also has a number of other advantages.

According to the present invention there is provided a
package comprising a flexible bag and a label. the bag
having a closed end, said end being openable to provide an
opening for access to the contents of the package and
reclosable by means of said label. the label having on one
face two areas of adhesive separated by a non-adhesive area,
the adhesive areas being adapted to adhere to the package
one to each side of the opening such that said non-adhesive
area extends over the opening.

The closed end of the package is preferably initially
sealed by means of a heat seal or in any other appropriate
way. The seal may be provided with a line of perforations for
ease of opening and the line of perforations may form an
initial tear-off strip which has the additional advantage of
providing tamper evidence.

The bag of the present invention does not require so
much excess plastics material as the prior art bags discussed
above and is therefore easier to handle and less expensive to
produce.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
label is initially positioned over the sealed end of the bag. the
non-adhesive area extending over the tamper-evident tear-
off strip. When the bag is to be opened for the first time. the
label is adapted to be pulled away from the bag such that one
adhesive area is fully lifted from the bag on one side of the
opening. The tear-off strip can then be removed and the
contents of the package accessed while the label remains
adhered to the package by the other adhesive area on the
other side of the opening. When the package is to be
reclosed. the edges of the bag opening may be folded
together and the said one adhesive area can be re-adhered to
the package on the said one side of the opening to hold the
two sides together. In this embodiment, the non-adhesive
area acts as a hinge to allow the part of the label having the
said one adhesive area to be pulled away from the bag. The
package of the present invention is easy to operate and is
adapted to be repeatedly opened and reclosed.

In a particularly preferred embodiment of the invention.
the label may be provided with a further non-adhesive area
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2

on the said one face. the further non-adhesive area providing
a portion which is easy to grip for pulling the label away
from the bag.

An embodiment of the present invention will now be
described in more detail, by way of example, with reference
to the accompanying drawings. in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of
package according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an end view of the package shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a reverse view of the label shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a schematic side view of the package of FIG.
1 prior to opening; and

FIG. 5 is a schematic side view of the package of FIG.
1. the label having been pulled away.

Referring first to FIGS. 1 and 2, the package comprises
a flexible plastics bag 1. which is preferably made of
polyethylene or the like. and a label secured over one end 3
of the bag. The other end 4 of the bag is sealed and is not
intended to be opened.

The end 3 of the bag is gusseted and heat sealed along
line 5 to form a flap 6. A line of perforations 7 is provided
across the flap. so that the flap 6 can be torn off to allow
access to the contents of the bag 1.

Label 2 is adhered to the end of the bag across the flap.
with the flap folded against the end of the bag. The reverse
side of label 2 is shown in FIG. 3 and has an upper adhesive
area 8 and a lower adhesive area 9 separated by a non-
adhesive area 10. The label preferably also has on the
reverse side an upper non-adhesive area 11. The label can be
rectangular, square, circular, or any other appropriate shape
such as that shown in FIG. 3.

When the label 2 is adhered to the end 3 of the bag as
shown in FIG. 4. the lower adhesive area 9 adheres to the
lower part of the bag below seal line 5 and the upper
adhesive area 8 adheres to the upper part of the bag above
seal line 5 such that the middle non-adhesive area 10 extends
over at least a part of the flap 6 and in the illustrated
embodiment over the entire vertical extent of the flap as seen
in FIG. 4. However. in a preferred embodiment (not shown)
the flap may have a height of 20 mm. for example. while the
height of non-adhesive area 10 is only 10 mm.

In order to open the bag for the first time. the label is
gripped at an edge and preferably at the upper edge and is
pulled away from the bag. The non-adhesive area 11 enables
the label to be gripped more easily. As the label is pulled. the
adhesive area 8 is peeled away from the bag. When adhesive
arca 8 is fully released from the bag. as shown in FIG. §,
non-adhesive area 10 acts as a hinge to allow the label to be
folded away from the bag without lifting adhesive area 9
from the lower part of the bag. Flap 6 is then freely
accessible. Flap 6 can be removed by tearing across the line
of perforations 7 to break the seal line 5. Bread can then be
removed from the package through opening 12 as required.
The package can then be reclosed by folding the upper and
lower parts of the end 3 of the bag together and re-adhering
adhesive area 8 to the upper part of the bag to hold the upper
and lower parts together.

The package can then be repeatedly opened and closed as
necessary. the label being easy to use. In addition the label
can carry printed material such as, for example. the date and
batch code information of the product. special offers and so
on.

Preferably the adhesive areas 8. 9 comprise a removable,
high performance acrylic adhesive for repeated use. Ideally.
the adhesive will remain effective for up to three months in
the freezer and in use on the bread package thereafter.

The label itself may be of polyvinyl chloride or polyeth-
ylene or any other suitable material, but polyethylene is
preferred.
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We claim:

1. A package comprising a flexible plastic bag and a label,
the bag having a closed end. the closed end being openable
to provide an opening for access to the contents of the
package, wherein. the closed end of the package is initially
sealed at a sealing area and, wherein, the sealing area is
provided with a line of perforations to define the opening
and reclosable by means of the label, the label having on one
face two areas of adhesive separated by a non-adhesive area
extending across substantially the whole width of the label,
the adhesive areas being adapted to adhere to the package.
one to each side of the line of perforations. such that the
non-adhesive area extends over the line of perforations.
wherein. the closed end of the package is initially sealed at
a sealing area and, wherein, the sealing area is provided with
a line of perforations.
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2. A package according to claim 1. wherein the line of
perforations forms an initial tamper-evident tear-off strip.

3. A package according to claim 2. wherein the label is
initially positioned over the sealed end of the bag. the
non-adhesive area extending over the tamper-evident tear-
off strip, and the label being adapted to be pulled away from
the bag such that one adhesive area is fully lifted from the
bag on one side of the opening. the non-adhesive area acting
as a hinge such that the label remains adhered to the package
by the other adhesive area on the other side of the opening.

4. A package according to claim 1. wherein the label and
the flexible bag are made from the same plastic material.

5. A package according to claim 4, wherein the plastic
material is polyethylene.

* * * * *
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