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Rabbits can be induced into anesthesia slowly but easily by administration of

pentobarbital 25 mg/kg into the marginal ear vein. After they should be fixed
on a table in supine position, vocal cord can be seen directly using an anesthetic
laryngoscope with Miller’s balde. At first a 40cm long and soft, metal stylet
should be inserted 5cm deep into the trachea and then an adequate plastic
tracheal tube could be inserted into the trachea sliding along the outside of the
stylet.
A ordinal piston respirater for small animal will be available to ventilate.
225 ml/kg of minute volume, 45 times/min of respiratory frequency and 1:1 in-
spiratory/expiratory ratio can be recommended to maintain their arterial carbon
dioxide partial pressure at 30-40 mmHg and oxygen partial pressure at 80-90
mmHg.

One per cent of halothane, 0.25 per cent of methoxyflurane, 3 per cent of
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ether have been used to maintain anesthesia without circulatory and metabolic

disturbance.

Oesophageal temperature should be kept at 38.5-39.0°C using a cooling and

warming blanket and half saline solution
not exceeded 5ml/kg/h during anesthesia.
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Fig. 1. Rabbit intubation instruments.
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Fig. 2. View of the rabbit larynx during
inspiration. Vocal cord was taken
the focus.
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Fig. 3. Rabbit endotracheal intubation. Metal
stylet should be inserted into the
trachea and then a plastic tracheal
tube could be inserted into the
trachea sliding along the outside of
the stylet.
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