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W 
elcome to the inaugural issue of the system-
wide BHSF Research Matters newsletter!  
This new incarnation of the newsletter is 

intended for all physicians, nurses, staff, and 
collaborators who conduct research or who are 
interested in research at Baptist Health.  All departments 
that contribute to research at BHSF can contribute to 
this newsletter.  Research Matters  will include updates 
by different departments (e.g., presenting new research 
studies, introducing new team members, showcasing 
recent dissemination etc.), updates in the wider 
research community that will affect how we conduct 
research at Baptist Health (e.g., state or federal 
guideline changes), calls for abstracts at BHSF and 
local research conferences,  analytics on number and 
types of studies occurring at Baptist Health, research 
meetings/seminars that are open to the BHSF research 
community, and any other relevant announcements.  
The BHSF research leaders want this newsletter to be 
interesting and important to the system-wide research 
community.   

In this first issue, we want to introduce you to the 
different research departments throughout Baptist 
Health and the people who support them.   

The previous incarnation of Research Matters was 
created by and for the Center for Research, but 
otherwise it was not distributed outside of the 
department.  If you are interested, you can read back-
issues at the Scholarly Commons. 

https://scholarlycommons.baptisthealth.net/bg-research-
matters/ 

I wish everyone a wonderful holiday season and Happy 
New Year! 

Elevating care through discovery.          December 2019, Vol. 1, Iss. 1 

https://scholarlycommons.baptisthealth.net/bg-research-matters/
https://scholarlycommons.baptisthealth.net/bg-research-matters/
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CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
 

Leadership and Support Staff 

Susan Golembeski, 
Ph.D., CHRC, RN 

Assistant Vice President 

Lara Arias, MPH 

Director, Research 
Administration & 

Sponsored Programs 

Devica Samsundar, MLIS, 
AHIP  

Director, Library and 
Research Support 

Amy K. Starosciak, Ph.D. 

Director, Outcomes 
Research 

Virginia Mojica, MHA 

Business Projects Analyst 

Vivian Perez 

Administrative Assistant 
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CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
 

Research Administration and Sponsored Programs 

Beatriz Rosell 
Regulatory Coordinator 

Nilda Hooper Barreiro 

Supervisor of Grants  
Administration 

Nicole Coelho, MBA 

Grants Administrator 

Heather C. Osorio, MPA 

Research Compliance & Billing  
Administrator 
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CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
 

Clinical Enterprise Research 

Erika S. Seage 

Research Project Manager 

Shozab Ali, M.D., FAHA 

Research Fellow 

Hussain Asif, M.D. 

Research Fellow 

Antonella Grana, M.D. 

Research Fellow 

Gladys Alvarado Namen, 
M.S. 

Clinical Research Data 
Manager 

Daniel Del Campo 

Research  
Coordinator 
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CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
 

Library and Research Support 

Carrie A. Figueredo, MLIS 

Manager of Library &  
Research Support Services 

Sherry Coron-Ortega 

Supervisor of Library 
Coordinators 

Kris Hollingsworth 

Research Support 
Enterprise Administrator 

Rafie A. Khalid 

Research Support 
Enterprise Administrator 

Dalia I. Lorenzo 

Research Support 
Enterprise Administrator 

Mary Pat Gage, MLIS 

Medical Librarian 

Nick Shah 

Research Support 
Enterprise  Administrator 

Joanna Fernandez 
Nuñez, MLIS 

Medical Librarian 

Jessica Salinas, MSI 

Medical Librarian 

Simone A. Baldeon 

Library Services 
Coordinator 

Sandi Singh 

Library Services 
Coordinator 
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CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
 

Outcomes Research/Operations 

Virginia Ramos, APRN, 
MSN, FNP-BC,SCRN 

Sr. Clinical Data Analyst 

Dania Primiano, M.S. 

Senior Performance 
Analyst 

Susana Bombino, CCRP 

Clinical Research  
Coordinator 

Josette Elysée, PA, CRC 

Clinical Research  
Coordinator 

Yvette Hernandez, CCRP 

Clinical Research  
Coordinator 

Jacquie Landrian, LPN, 
CCRC, CCRP  

Clinical Research Coordinator 

Felix Ruiz, BHSA, BSN 

Clinical Data Coordinator 

Michelle Gallas, Ph.D. 

Manager, Outcomes 
Research 

Ashley Darcy-Mahoney, 
Ph.D., NNP, FAAN 

Kranys Research Scholar 

Maygret Ramirez, APRN, 
MSN, FNP, SCRN 

Sr. Clinical Data Analyst 

Starlie Belnap, Ph.D. 

Clinical Research 
Administrator 
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Leadership and Support Staff 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Scott Lipkin, DPM 

Chief Research Officer 

Deborah Suarez, M.S., CCRP, CRCP 

Administrative Director, Clinical Trials 

Pam Martinez 

Executive Assistant to Dr. Lipkin 

Miriam Gonzalez 

Administrative Assistant to Deborah 
Suarez 
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Concept Development & Data Management 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Kathleen S. Calienes 

Supervisor of Concept 
Development & Data Mgmt 

Belinda Boulanger 

Grants Administrator 

Peggy Gonzalez 

Grants Administrator 

Jesus M. Santana 

Data Management 
Coordinator 

Muni Rubens 

Biostatistician 

Jacqueline Lebron 

Research Business 
Development Specialist 

Debjani Adhikari 

Data Management 
Coordinator 
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Clinical Trials Administration & Finance 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Adriana Vinent 

Supervisor of Clinical 
Research Finance 

Melody De Campusano 

Research Budgets & 
Contracts Analyst 

Nicky Huete 

Research Budgets & 
Contracts Analyst 

Martha Padilla 

Research Billing Specialist 

Vanessa Santana 

Research Billing Specialist 

Jennifer Del Campillo 

Research Finance 
Specialist 

Aymee M. Izquierdo 

Research Finance 
Specialist 

Jessica Sun 

Research Finance 
Specialist 
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Clinical Research Coordinators  

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Monica Calvo, CCRC 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Pamela Beck 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Nicole Armand 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Corina Beiner Martinez 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Josefina Sanchez, CCRC 

Manager of Clinical Trials 
Coordinators & Operations 

Alexander Kudryashev, 
M.S., CCRP 

Supervisor, Clinical Trials 

Alfredo Pedro Alonso 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Chelsea Alfonso 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Silvia Chang 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 
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Clinical Research Coordinators & Research Nurses 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Giovanni Garcia 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Ashley Juan 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Isabel Moya 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Milena Rojas, CCRC 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Mari Vega 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Juan C. Perez, RN 

Research Nurse 

Sebastian Cuitiva 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Ernesto Cue 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Winston H. Dukes 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 
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Research Assistants, Pharmacy Services 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Jonathan Damota 

Research Assistant 

Priscilla M. Lopez 

Research Assistant 

Carolina Rojas 

Research Assistant 

Jessica Vallori 

Research Assistant 

Nicholas Chow, PharmD 

Investigational Drug 
Services Pharmacy Supv 

Michelle Bustamante, 
PharmD 

Investigational Drug 
Services Pharmacist 

Lakeisha Pomier 

Investigational Drug 
Services Technician 

Anna Dellarole, PharmD 

Investigational Drug 
Services Pharmacist 

Jacqueline Bajo 

Research Assistant 

Amalin Asous 

Research Assistant 

Laura M. Colina 

Research Assistant 
Nicole C. Armand 

Research Assistant 
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Quality Assurance, Regulatory Affairs 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Edisney Pino Brito 

Quality Assurance 
Specialist 

Liz Urgell 

Quality Assurance 
Specialist 

Jose Garcia 

Manager of Quality 
Assurance 

Christina Ballesteros 

Quality Assurance 
Specialist 

Olga Pelaez 

Quality Assurance 
Specialist 

Daniel DaFonseca, Jr. 

Quality Assurance 
Specialist 

Marietsy V. Pujol 

Supervisor, Regulatory 
Affairs 

Ambar Candanedo 

Regulatory Coordinator 

Denise Pozo 

Regulatory Coordinator 

Marcy E. Garcia 

Regulatory Coordinator 
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Precision Medicine Unit 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Sarah Restrepo, RN 

Research Nurse 

Valerie Salnave, RN 

Infusion Nurse Phase I 

Alejandra Taylor, RN 

Research Nurse 

Jorge L. Valdes, RN 

Research Nurse 

Nohelia Gonzalez, ARNP 

Phase I Heme Nurse 
Practitioner 

Prince Arugu, RN 

Infusion Nurse 

Elizabeth Lopez, RN 

Infusion Nurse 

Wilmert Feliciano 
Gonzalez, RN 

Phase I Nurse 
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Protocol Support Laboratory & Biospecimen Repository Facility 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Zuanel Diaz, Ph.D. 

Director, Protocol 
Support Laboratory & 

Biospecimen Repository 

Sophie Rolati 

Supervisor, Protocol 
Support Laboratory 

Zasha Pou, MPH 

Supervisor, 
Biospecimen 

Repository Facility 

Rohan Chowkler 

Clinical Analyst/LIMS 
Administrator 

Melanhy Da Silva 

Research Project 
Manager 
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Protocol Support Laboratory  

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Patty Valcourt Lebrón 

Research Clinical Trial 
Laboratory Specialist 

Sara Lujan 

Research Clinical Trial 
Laboratory Specialist 

Barbara Obregon 

Research Clinical Trial 
Laboratory Specialist 

Antonieta Herrera Buch 

Research Laboratory 
Technican 

Martha Parra 

Pharmacokinetic 
Technician 

Mildred Sanchez 

Pharmacokinetic 
Technician 

Judith Viniegra 

Pharmacokinetic 
Technician 

Zoila Arce 

Phlebotomist 

Saira Hosein 

Pharmacokinetic 
Technician 

Jessica Morales 

Pharmacokinetic 
Technician 

Carolina Bernal Losada 

Laboratory Technical Aide 

Vanessa Guatemala 

Pharmacokinetic 
Technician 
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Biospecimen Repository Facility 

MIAMI CANCER INSTITUTE 

Elysse Hall 

Histotechnologist 

Mercy Calderin 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Jetsenea Coto, CCRC 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

Elizabeth Martinez 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 

David Martinez Green 

Tissue Acquisition 
Specialist 

Tina Nava-Coca 

Research Assistant 
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Raul E. Herrera, M.D. 

Director, MCVI Research & 
Outcomes 

Maggy Pierre Louis-
Berge, BSN, CCRP 

Manager, MCVI Research 

Karen L. Watt 

Manager, MCVI Research 

David S. Fernandez 

Administrative Assistant 

Aileen E. Rodriguez 

MCVI Project Manager 

MCVI RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

LEADERSHIP AND SUPPORT STAFF 

Maria I. Ardid 

Research Specialist 
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Christine Anagnostis, 
BA, CCRC 

Regulatory Coordinator 3 

Andi Munsey 

Regulatory Coordinator 1 

Victoria Garabedian, RN 

Senior Research Nurse/
Regulatory Coordinator 

Ivette Cruz, APRN 

Senior Research Nurse 

MCVI RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 

REGULATORY AND OPERATIONS 

Luella Reyes, RN 

Senior Research Nurse 

Kenia Capdevilla, RN, 
CCRC 

Nurse Research 
Coordinator 

Yudmila Barbon 
Tamayo, RN 

Nurse Research 
Coordinator 

Stacey Monfiston, 
CCRC 

Clinical Research 
Coordinator 2 
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NEURO RESEARCH 
 

Data Analysts and Stroke Coordinator 

Kunal Patel, M.S., CNIM 

Business Manager 

Rodney Bedgio, MSN/
Ed, RN 

Clinical Data Analyst 

Ivis C. Gonzalez, RN, 
SCRN 

Clinical Data Analyst 

Yaima Miro, RN 

Clinical Data Analyst 

Rosa Rodriguez 

Data Analyst 

Jessilyn Pozo, RN, 
SCRN 

BHM Stroke Coordinator 
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MOSMI RESEARCH 
 

Research Operations 

Luis A. Vargas, M.D. 

Research Education Coordinator 
Surgery House Physician 

Silvia E. Balladeres-Huete, 
M.D., MSc., CCRC 

Clinical Research Coordinator 

Valerie M. Zaid 

Research Data Coordinator 
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Senior Leadership 

CENTER FOR ADVANCED ANALYTICS 

Don Parris, Ph.D., CCRP 

Assistant Vice President 

Donna Lee Armaignac, 
Ph.D., APRN 

Director, Best Practice 

Emir Veledar, Ph.D. 

Director, Biostatistics & 
Predictive Analytics 

Louis Gidel, M.D. 

Chief Medical Informatics 
Quality Officer 
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Data Management and Biostatistics/Advanced Analytics Teams 

CENTER FOR ADVANCED ANALYTICS 

Gail Walker, Ph.D. 

Biostatistician 

Anshul Saxena, Ph.D. 

Biostatistician 

Joseph Salami, M.D. 

Biostatistician 

Priscilla Rivera, MPH 

Informatacist 

Michael Chen 

Sr. Data Warehouse 
Specialist 

Carlos Valle, MSIS, RT 

Advanced Analytics Data 
Manager 
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Project Management Team 

CENTER FOR ADVANCED ANALYTICS 

Ana M. Garces 

Business Projects Analyst 

Gregory L. Vincent 

Business Projects Analyst 

Carolyn Paseiro 

Administrative Assistant 

Chintan Bhatt, Ph.D. 

Data Scientist 

Vanessa De La Osa 

Business Projects Analyst 

Lourdes Rojas, Ph.D., 
MPH 

Research Associate 

William Arguelles, Ph.D. 

Supervisor, Clinical 
Research 
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INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD 

LEADERSHIP AND SUPPORT STAFF 

Amanda Coltes-Rojas, MPH, CIP, 
CHRC 

Director, Human Research Protections 
Program 

Natalie James, MPH, CIP 

 
Manager, Clinical Research 

Marilyn Fernandez, CIP 

IRB Specialist 

Priscella V. Perez 

IRB Assistant 
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NURSE SCIENTISTS 
 

Nursing & Health Science Research 

Victor Ospina, DNP, 
APRN, ACNP-BC, CCRN 

Director 

Jose R. Guitian, Ph.D., 
Ed.D.c, RN  

Nurse Scientist, BHM 

Vicky McCue, Ph.D., RN 

 
Nurse Scientist, WKBH 

Roberto Roman Laporte, 
DNP, RN, CMSRN 

Nurse Scientist, DH 

Nohemi Sadule Rios, 
Ph.D., APRN 

Nurse Scientist, SMH, HH 

Noah Zanville, Ph.D., RN 

 
Nurse Scientist, MCI 

Samantha Garcia 

 
Administrative Assistant 
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Leadership and PGY2 Residents 

PHARMACY RESIDENCY PROGRAM 

Robert Kraljevich, 
Pharm.D. 

Program Director 

Gaines Kyna Gania. 
Pharm.D. 

PGY2 MCI 

Michael Pasqualicchio, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY2 BHM ICU 

Paula Mary Sayegh, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY2 MCI 

Monica Tadros, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY2 MCI 
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PGY1 Residents 

PHARMACY RESIDENCY PROGRAM 

Claudia Martin Diaz, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY1 BHM 

Jessica Hernandez, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY1 BHM 

Eduardo Guizan, 
Pharm.D, 

PGY1 BHM 

Marianela Robainas, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY1 SMH 

Alexandra Angel, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY1 WKBH 

Eduardo Martinez 
Sanchez, Pharm.D. 

PGY1 HH 

Jose Ojeda, Pharm.D. 

 
PGY1 SMH 

Shaz Ghanavi, Pharm.D. 

 
PGY1 BRRH 

Viktoria Andonova, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY1 BRRH 

Gabrielle DuBruille, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY1 BRRH 

Elizabeth Osmon, 
Pharm.D. 

PGY1 BRRH 
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T he Miami Neuroscience Institute had a successful 8th Annual Miami 

Neuro Symposium and 7th Annual Neuro Nursing Symposium.  Over 

200 participants attended from 20 states and 6 countries!  The American 

Heart/American Stroke Association presented Baptist Hospital of Miami, 

South Miami Hospital, and West Kendall Baptist Hospital with Get With The 

Guidelines Awards for our data that demonstrate excellence in stroke care. 
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Back in November, I sent out a Needs Assessment Survey to staff and leaders in research operations and regulatory, 
including clinical research coordinators, regulatory coordinators, data coordinators, research administrators, nurse 
scientists, and pharmacy residents across the system.   The goal was to get the group together for a Meet & Greet and 
determine if there was an interest in an ongoing Lunch & Learn, and what topics the group was interested in.   

We had an excellent 
Meet & Greet 
Luncheon on 

Monday 12/16/19 
with over 40 

attendees across 
Center for Research, 

MCI, MCVI, Nurse 
Scientists, and 

Pharmacy residents! 

SCAN HERE  

if you would like 

to take the 

survey! 

1/13/2020 
BHM 

Auditorium 
7/13/2020 MCI 3N110 

2/10/2020 
BHM 

Auditorium 
8/10/2020 

BHM 
Auditorium 

3/9/2020 
BHM 

Auditorium 
9/14/2020 BHM 5MCVI 

4/13/2020 MCI 3N110 10/12/2020 BHM 5MCVI 

5/11/2020 MCI 3N110 11/9/2020 BHM 5MCVI 

6/8/2020 
BHM 

Auditorium 
12/14/2020 

BHM 
Auditorium 

Upcoming Lunch & Learns Mondays 12:00 to 1:30 —Topics TBD 

Invite will be sent out to Research Operations & Regulatory teams.  
Email  Amy at amyst@baptisthealth.net if interested! 

mailto:amyst@baptisthealth.net
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BHSF is a site for the FREE online course Introduction to the Principles 
and Practice of Clinical Research (IPPCR) — a national and 
international success in training the next generation of clinical 
researchers.  

 

Information for the upcoming 2020 course year: 

The course is free, self-paced and online. Please review our updated 
NIH course webpage:  

https://ocr.od.nih.gov/courses/ippcr.html    

 Course and registration are open NOW through June 30, 2020 

 Final exam will be available on the course website starting 
January 2, 2020, and close on June 30, 2020 at 4:00 pm US EST. 

 Participants who successfully complete the final exam and score 
at least 75% will receive a certificate of completion for the course. 

Please email any questions or feedback to the course coordinator, 
Rebecca Hwang, at IPPCR2@mail.nih.gov.   

https://ocr.od.nih.gov/courses/ippcr.html
mailto:IPPCR2@mail.nih.gov
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T he Center for Research is responsible for reviewing 
and providing compliance confirmation for research 

studies conducted at Baptist Health South Florida (BHSF). 
Compliance confirmation is provided for individual 
compliance and for study specific compliance. Confirmation 
for an individual is specific to an individual’s compliance with 
BHSF’s requirements to participate in research: Clinical 
Conflicts of Interest (CCOI) Form, CITI COI training, and 
CITI Human Subject (Social/Biomedical) training. Individual 
compliance can be provided via email and should not be 
used in IRBNet for study confirmation. Study-specific 
compliance confirmation must be done via IRBNet. This 
confirms that all personnel on the study have completed 
requirements, have been reviewed for conflicts of interest, 
and all conflicts (if any are present) have been addressed.  

BHSF also requires that all research personnel (physicians, 
sub-investigators, coordinators, etc.) update their CCOI 
form upon acquiring any new financial relationships and or 
increased payments (remuneration, royalties, stock/stock 
options, travel, etc.) exceeding $5,000 and therefore 
becoming a significant financial interest.  

If you need more information, contact our office for all 
Research Compliance matters! 

  

 

 

 

 

Heather Osorio, Research Compliance & Billing 
Administrator 

ResearchCompliance@baptisthealth.net 

Research Compliance Corner 

 

MISSION 

To serve as a 
research hub for 
elevating care 

through discovery for 
the diverse 

community we serve 
by using a shared 
service model that 

capitalizes on 
synergies created 

through a 
collaborative intellect.  

 

VISION 

In alignment with the 
strategic goals of 

Baptist Health South 
Florida, and within the 

context of a 
sustainable business 

model, the Center 
facilitates the 

development and 
dissemination of 

knowledge with the 
goals of providing 

continued excellence 
in patient care for the 
diverse multicultural 
community of South 

Florida. 

To contribute to this newsletter, please contact Dr. Amy Starosciak at amyst@baptisthealth.net or x79546. 

mailto:ResearchCompliance@baptisthealth.net
mailto:amyst@baptisthealth.net
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