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Icebreaker

● What would you like to learn 
about today?

● How do you currently use 
technology in your practice?

Post your answers on this 
padlet:

https://padlet.com/orna_farrell/r
q0wutdcfv07

https://padlet.com/orna_farrell/rq0wutdcfv07
https://padlet.com/orna_farrell/rq0wutdcfv07


What is an eportfolio?

Write your definition here: 
https://answergarden.ch/1019715

https://answergarden.ch/1019715


Eportfolio Definitions



A learning oriented definition
Corley & Zubizarreta (2012) defines a learning portfolio as:
“a vehicle for bringing together judiciously selected samples of 
students‟ work and achievements inside and outside the 
classroom for authentic assessment over time. A typical 
learning portfolio may include both academic materials and 
personal profiles and may designate some of its contents as 
public or private.The learning portfolio, then, becomes more 
than a product, a simple repository of artefacts; it becomes a 
process of reflection, of organizing, prioritizing, analysing, and 
communicating one‟s work and its value, which may prompt 
insights and goals” (p.65)



Why use an eportfolio?

● eportfolio based assessment enables students to integrate their 
learning and make connections between modules in an authentic 
and meaningful way (Buente et. al., 2015; Eynon & Gambino, 2017; 
Morreale et. al. 2017). 

● learning with an eportfolio can foster a sense of belonging to a 
community and collaboration with peers (Barbera, 2009; Bolliger & 
Shepherd, 2010) 

● eportfolios can enable students to learn in a self-regulated way & 
can enable the development of critical thinking skills(Alexiou et al., 
2010; Jenson, 2011; Nguyen, 2015, Farrell, 2018; Farrell & Seery, 
2018)



Student examples

Sile Quigley- B. Sc. in Marketing, Innovation & Technology

Chloe Langan - Bachelor of Education student

Alwin Thomas - Uaneen module

Niamh Mooney - Bachelor of Education (Music Specialism)

Lisa Coleman - Bachelor of Arts (Joint Honours)

Kasia Pruchniewska- DCU Connected

Edina Olah - Bachelor of Arts in Applied Language and Translation

Mirenda Rosenberg - DCU Connected

Shane Tierney - Bachelor of Religious Education

https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=S30HENxrV5Lb4QvfPMwO
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=fuhIyKYlzXpDqGMFtms1
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=EbSFA9xQRgCVvr0nhyGo
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=T8ChEoi2PzDSdrv9wItZ
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=3zFBlEq1ftuS2CQhmsOG
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=A2XUONwzgS4RVdaonYqT
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=iFjCnKcyfQX7vTbgZlB0
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=oVvfMSlTCseKHADhLqxX
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=LsIdlxbVvcHgPr35WwOp


A typology of eportfolio purpose (Farrell et. al. 2019)

Which purpose is/will be most relevant to your practice?



Eportfolio frameworks for practice

Eynon & Gambino, 2017 Farrell, 2019; Farrell & Seery 2018



Lets talk about the technology…

eportfolios are about people, rather than technology. The tools have to be 

unobtrusive, supportive and flexible enough to accommodate the diverse needs and 

preferences of learners but each carries a learning curve!

− Mahara

− Digication

− Pathbrite

− Google Sites

− Wordpress

− Blogger

− Padlet

− Pebblepad

− Wix



Eportfolio for Professional 
development



https://ornafarrell.wordpress.com/about/

Orna‟s Mahara eportfolio

https://ornafarrell.wordpress.com/about/
https://reflect.dcu.ie/view/view.php?t=5Hpyo3M2qsBJxNO8nhSf


What to include



Best Practice

1. Identify the clear purpose of the eportfolio task
2. Clearly articulate the purpose to the students
3. Provide front loaded tech support to students and 

staff
4. Scaffold student reflection through the use of 

prompts
5. Give students support with reflective writing
6. Give example eportfolio 
7. Design a specific rubric for the task



Eportfolio Assessment 

Donaldson, L. (2018) (Ed), 
Eportfolio Based Assessment -
Inspiring Exploration and 
Supporting Evaluation for 
Practitioners. [online book]. 
National Institute for Digital 
Learning, Dublin City University.

https://read.bookcreator.com/czHiWg1mbURBt6XGEriXdgYJEr62/j09MDQqZTXGthHfmyzsU0Q
https://read.bookcreator.com/czHiWg1mbURBt6XGEriXdgYJEr62/j09MDQqZTXGthHfmyzsU0Q
https://read.bookcreator.com/czHiWg1mbURBt6XGEriXdgYJEr62/j09MDQqZTXGthHfmyzsU0Q
https://read.bookcreator.com/czHiWg1mbURBt6XGEriXdgYJEr62/j09MDQqZTXGthHfmyzsU0Q
https://read.bookcreator.com/czHiWg1mbURBt6XGEriXdgYJEr62/j09MDQqZTXGthHfmyzsU0Q
https://read.bookcreator.com/czHiWg1mbURBt6XGEriXdgYJEr62/j09MDQqZTXGthHfmyzsU0Q


Assessment activity 20 minutes

In groups of 2/3 design an eportfolio assessment for 
your module

Consider the following:
Task objectives/learning outcomes
Reflective prompts
Word counts, types of evidence
How many entries

Have a look at this assessment ebook for ideas



Eportfolio Ireland: Join Us

https://eportfolioireland.wordpress.com/

@eportfolioIrl

https://eportfolioireland.wordpress.com/


Resources

Jisc https://www.jisc.ac.uk/rd/projects/e-portfolios

Australian eportfolio project 
https://research.qut.edu.au/eportfolio/

AAEEBL https://aaeebl.org/

IJEP http://www.theijep.com/index.html

Pearl https://eportfolio.aacu.org/

Catalyst for learning http://c2l.mcnrc.org/

https://www.jisc.ac.uk/rd/projects/e-portfolios
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/rd/projects/e-portfolios
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/rd/projects/e-portfolios
https://research.qut.edu.au/eportfolio/
https://aaeebl.org/
http://www.theijep.com/index.html
https://eportfolio.aacu.org/
http://c2l.mcnrc.org/
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