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The Negro in the South.
American Hegro Origins.

"robably less is known of the life history of the negro than
of any other element in our population. As a governmental activity
American ethnology has largely confined itself to the Indisn, nor
has privete research done more than touch the surfsce of negro
ethnology. The United Stetes contains the lsrgest hody of negroes

which has ever lived within historic #times outside the Africsn

illuetrative of nsative negro life vwhich are incomparably superior te
enything we heve in this country. Populerly spesking, so little

is known by our people of the negro’'s native life thet we have come
to think of them as a people without an ancestral history, and sueh
knowledge s the mass of Americans heve has been so distorted as to
be worth but little. It is bssed upon study which until véry
recent times hes been largely confined %to s search for evidence in
gsupport of one side or the other of the ancient snd bootless
controversy over the guestion of the relative positions in the
humsn céale of the Caucesisn and the Hegro.

There is a great deal of truth in Sir Harry Johnston’S'remafk
that "The negro, more thsn anycother human-iype; has.baenbmérktd out
by his mentsl end physieal charscteristicsas the servant of other
races." He adds that there sre exceptions to the rule, snd that
the lesst divergence from the negro stock in an upwserd direction,

a8 in the csse 0of the Gallas end Somglis, is characterized by

|
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greater hostility to the slevery relstion. This maetter of diver-
gence from the true negro type touchee the rout of the study of
fmericsn negro tribasl stocks. The “true nepro” was found in &
rather limited area, extending along the west ccast for about:%egrees
north from the eguator. Eut this territory could not have supplied
the trade after it began to assume the charscter and proportions of
a lagitimete international traffic. That traffic tended at once
both to destroy and to disperse *the coast population. But it d4iad
nore. It went out into the interior snd extended its ramificstions
south of the equator and across the continent, slmost, if not guite
to the eastern éoast. Brezil drew her msin supply from Portuguese
Vest Africa, developing & trade which extended as for helow the
equator as thet of North America extended ahove it. In gddition

to these sourcesﬁfﬁe traffie, other treding routes drew s&lso on the
Yest coast snd on liadegascar.

The common conception vhich regerds 211 negroes as of acommon
African ancestry is, therefore, wholly erronecus. Tt is probsble,
on the contrary, thet the so-called Americen negro represents a
blended type which contains & greater intermixture of different
stocks than any cther element ©Of our population. Zierra lLeone
owed its incepticn as a colony for liberated slaves to the removal
there of a number of negroes from Fngland, who were emsncipated by
Lord llansfield's decision in the Somercett case in 1772. There
were at the time hetween twelve thoussnd and twenty thousand negro
slaves in Fngland. The coloany developed into a place of refuge'for
2ll the negroes set free from cantured slavers after the traffiec

beceme illegsal. It thus became an assembling ground for negroes
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from all parts of Africa which supplied slaves to the markets of the
world, snd its populstion sfforded *the hest possibhle field for illus-
trating the number and diversity of these trihel types. In the mid-
dle of +the Past century the labors of an "nglish missionary in “ierra
Leone, the Rev. S. ¥W. ¥oelle, showed that the population of the colony
embraced negrces speaking two hundred different dislects, esnd differ-
ing in tribal habits, customs and practices. Ve have gtudied the
different charscteristics of different American Iandiem tribes, and
no one would put in the same class the %Gealike Sioux and the degraded
"Digger". Yet we ignore differences equally as pronounced among
negroes. v

There ic of course to he considered the.argument that the
intermixing of negro stocks has progressed so far in this country
that we now have o blended product in which originsl differences
hsve become indistinguisheble. The velue of & knowledge of the
component elements of this stock does not wholly depend upon the
degree to which such original elements have or have not fused in
the mass. The contradietory aond puszling features which arstudy. (-7
of the ’merican nepgro presents are not founded unon the condition
end charscteristics of the mgsses of the race. They arise, rather,
from the numerous instances of individuals who differ from th@¢maSSes,
who in themselves seem %o invalidate conclusions hased upon observa-
tion of the race as a whole. It is only when we know the composi-
tion of the mass, snd realize that in it, or unon its outskirts, are
maeny individusls thfﬂthough commonly identified with the racgf are
reslly not negroes in racial heritsge, that we can properly apwnraise

these exceptional cases in their relation to the larger group.



2uch tribes as could not be enslaved successfully, as the llenysma of
the upper Congo, were adopted ags allies by Arab traders, snd became
themselves slave iraders and raiders of the most inveterate anid
relentless character. The Hausas and Fulahs of the Fgyptian Tudan
were extensive owners cf agnd dealers in negro slaves, snd they would
resent s8 ¢guickly as a vwhite men an attempt to identify them with
negroes. But the Arab desler was no respecter of persons, and when
opportunity offered he did not hesitate fto sell to the white slaver
his ellies of & different stock,along with the negroes whom he had
bought from them. In this and other vways many hundreds, probebly
many tﬁousands, of individuals of superior native trihes, persons
who in Africa would be differentisted from the negro, found their
way into American slavery. Another elément in the so=c#l1éd negro
population of America was furnished by the natives of Madapascar.
These pecple sre not negro, but Iislay, in origin, and to this dsy
thousands of their descendants may be recognized by their perfectly
straight hair, rather high noses and ‘ndien type of complexion.
At home they were knovm as "Halagasy", snd the writer has found
numerous individuals of this strain who hsed some vegue, *raditional
Ynowledge of their origin, usuelly indiceted in the persistence of
their original designaetion, under some such corrupt form as "Helly-
¢Xaster" or "illellyglaster”.

The negro proper, to quote ggein from Sir Herry Johnston, "is
in general a born slave. Je is possessed of great physical strength,
docility, cheerfulness of disposition, & short memory for sorrows
and cruelties, snd sn essily aroused" [and I should add easily dissi-

pated) "gretitude for kindness and just dealing. He does ﬂpt gsuffer



from homesickness to the overhearing extent tha®t affldiets other
peoples torn from their homes, and, provided he is well fed, he is
easily made heppy."” The description applies fairly well to the
great moss of negroes who found their way into the slave markets of
the world. It was true of those on the "est Coast who were sent to
Americs and the Vest Indies, and likewise of those farther esst who
were distributed to other markets through the islsnd of “snzibar,-
probably the grestest sleve eléaring-house of the modern worldf

It held good with those who were enslaved by their neighbors the
Jaussse, snd with those who were collected in the Tudan and carrieéd
north snd esst by Arab traders overlgnd to Ilorooco, ilgeris and
Egypt. But it is probable thal every slave csravan which set ou
scroes the desert, and every slave chip which set out across the ses,
hed in its complement some individuals who did not snswer to this
deserintion,~- some who were not docile or cheerl, who were not
blessed with short memories for wrongs, aad who were not happy even
when well fed. Te may, then, state the cose of our negro »opulation
efter this wise: It is a mass of people possessing racisl charscter-
istics which enabled('f to submit to slavery with a meximum degree of
cheerfulness, and without the chafing of other races under resiraint,-
vhich charscteristies have also enableffto accommodate itself 1o its
enomclous status in the hody of American people since emancipation.
But there hes alweye been in this maes & aumber of individuals who
differed from the great bulk of the zlave populetion in respect to
native capscity and genersl characteristics, and who differ in egusl
degree from the messs of that populafion under freedom. iny general-

izaetion which mey be made as to the mess of this population is likely



to fail when spplied to these individual types.

colonies recognized the fzct that

@

The esrly laws of some of th
other than negroes had been bhrought from Africa into America, and
"Hoors", or "blacksmoors”, were sometimes exemnted in specific terms
from the operation of stetutes provided for negro slaves. There

wvere many instances of so-crlled "loors"who aschieved considerable

local distinction, though it is always possible that these were

Pulahs or members of other aon-negro %rihes. One of the earliest

of these was the case of "Job",who wasg a 2lave in laryland. It vas
found that he was pgn educated man, with s msstery of Arabic, and !
Cgléthorpe was instrumentsl in securing his liberty and sending him
to London in 1731. A somewhat cimilsr csse wes that of Abdul

Rahamen, & "Moorish" slasve in !Hississippi in the early psrt of the

nineteenth century. "here wss =180 Omeroh, in “outh Carolina, and
"Prince Hannibal", in Virginis, st much later dstes. The largest
group of perzons of Africen descent who cleim not to be nagroes, and
vho assert o superiority to the lstter, are the so-cslled "Hoors" of
Delaware. These people have endeavored to hold themselves sloof
from the negroes sbout them, snd in a measure have succeeded in
ioing so. One 0f their racigl prejudices is against negro teschers
in the public eschools =sllotted them, & prejudice which is ususlly
respected by aselgning them rmletto instructors.

The mention of mulattoes suggests the last, and a most important,

foof

element in our polyglot negro population. %t is inmportsnt from

2

whatever point of view we consider i%t,- whether uron its merits, as
that element which hes contributed most to 1ifting the race zhove

& status of hopeless intellectual inferiority, or whether as s human



document, in considering the results of racial contact and associs-
O

tion. It is o misteke o regard the mulstto 8 a being peculiar to

Anerica, or his existence as s reprosch to gny particular brsnch or

section of the white family. imidst 211 the confusion over "race

problems” throughout the world, the one patent, indisputable fsct i1s

that nowhere on earth has the white man refused to mingle his blood
illegitimately with an inferior rsce, where nmasses of the two have

been brought into contact. This has been true of the Boers in

Zouth Afries; of the Tnglish in Australis, New Zsalsnd and other col-

cnies having s native population; of the Spsnish and French in the

e
L.g

“est Indies snd America, Jorth and South; of Americsns in the own

country. In discussing the subject of racial intermixture hetween
whites and negroes we seem to lose gight of the extent and durstion
of their racial contact, end contract our vision tc ¢ few siates on

the Torth imerican continent. As 8 matter of fsot the bLlending

process between the modern negro snd the modern white man was beguwnon

the African coast more than four hundred and fifty years asgo,- when
the “ortuguese hegan %o embark upon the trade which wss destined to
rlay so tremendous a roles in the history of four continents and
their people. There were rmlattoes in Tortugal and Spain hself g
century before America wss discovered, and they were among the
clssses thecargydag of vhom to the New World was at first forbidden
by the Spanish suthorities. In South Africe they hecame strong
enough to create a sub-tribe many years ago, known as Grigues. In
the “ortuguese colonies in Test Africa they heve become s0 numerous

es to constitute in some respects the most importsnt element of the

population. They have figured largely in ithe revolutionsry sffsirs




of Cuba and of some South and Central 2‘mericsn States. They set

up for themselves the government of Sento Domingo, independeﬁt of
that of Haiti, and are the dominent element in Liheria. They repre-
sent the reel intelligence of the negroes of Jsmaica, end are”elassed
as "colored", as distinguished from the "hlack" peasant nopnl a ion

of the islend. In 1850 they c tituted 11.2 percecenmt oof ‘the negrb
population of the United States; 13.2 per 'cent in 1860; 12.0 perccent
in 1870; and 15.2 percent in 189Q. No separate enumeration of‘tﬁg\
mulatto element was attempted in 1900, but it will probebly dbe tri%ﬁ
egein in 1910. A

fur principal conclusion as to the comnosition of the negro popQ&Q

AN

L g ins s

ulation of the Southern “tates, end of the country, 1z thet 1t is ;
7Q%$§$$Z§ of guite as many, and-ecually as:diverse, elements g our fi
white population. It is impracticable at this deay to ascertein thef \
:
extent to which these various elements enter into the whele, or the -i
influence which any of them hss exercised in developing the traite an}:
charscteriestics of the conglomerate mess which we now designate thaj/
"Americen negro”. Fven in the csse of the mulatto element this cgé
be only arproximstely done. Put in studying this new type, thié’
"American negro", or "negro American”, it is of primary imnortence that
we recognize its complex charscter, and not be led sstray by the ap=
pearance in it of individuals mérkedly different from and superior to
the sverage class. These individuals are more likely *o be evidence
of the strength of heredity then of the genersl capascity of the mass.
They ere likely to be either the result of @gtavistic influences,
bringing to light the superior charscter of some negro enslaving,

rather than enslaved negro, ancester, or the result of an intermixture
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of white blood. These individuals may he leaders among the psople
to whom unscientific socisl usage has assigned them, instruments
for good or evil, as their individnal characters nay deternine.

But thg tell us no more of the potentiglitiss of the Americsn negro

clase thsn does the depraied snd bhrutish specinmen of the Test ~frican,

whom we often meet in the “outh, tell us of its permsnent limitations.

The Yegsro Under “lavery.

It is not of particulsr moment how the negro ceme to this coun-
try.  The‘nrime consideration is the fact of his presence. flesvery
s an institution is treated elsewhere in this series, but a few
words on it are necessary here. %e have stated above thal negro
slavery existed in “ortugal and in Spain half g century before the 5
discovery of America. The trade in negroee had been carried on $3 
Arabs, between the Hediterranean and the region Couth of the tshars,
for seven hundred years prior to its over-ses beginaing by ‘ortugeal.
The transfer of negro slavery from Furope to America began in 1501,
with the sending out of Ovando as governor of the island of Hispani-
ola. It is suggestive that at first only slaves "horn in the power
of Christiens” were allowed to be imported,- thus restricting the
new class of population to IZurogean negroes. This restriction, how-
ever, was of short durastion, as in 1518 we find the Jeronimite Fathers
advising the importation of "heathen negroes, of the kind of which
we have aglready experience”. The first slave trade monopoly granted
by Charles Fiftﬁ/ wes for 4,000 negroes in eight years, and was
determined on uﬁbn the advice of Las Casas. legroes were first

taken to the Spanish American mainland about 15623-25. They were not
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carried to the Inglish North American colonies until 10619, nearly a
century later. So-called "estimstes” of total negro importations
are really little more than guesses. The number brought into Span-

. , "0, 000, }7, Cpo.o© 0,
ish colonies is put variously at from.féiﬁ,ﬁni_a half to six, o

-,

~fven--soven, millions. The English early became the greategé?garriers
in the world, and after the ascsiento of 1713 they supplied not only
their own, but the Spanish colonies as well. The number of negroes
talzen into the Fnglish contineatal and insular possessions during

the century preceding the American revolution has been placed at

: ; N : \
approximately three millions. Banecroft estimetes that three hundred |
PP J :

thousgnd were imported into the thirteen /merican colonies down to
1776.

From the fog of controversislism which has enshrouded the subject
of negro slavery for so many years there emerge s few indisputable
truths. The most important of these ig that from first to last,
from its introduction into the "est Indies to ite introduction and
gradual spread in the Iorth American colonies and siates, the insti-
tution was essentially and fundamentelly an economic one. e need
not bother ourselves over the mistake of the good Las Casae, in
recommending negro slavery. Hie recommendation would not have
brought or kept one thousand negroes in Hispaniocla, if it had not
been supported by the very practical opinion of others, after a
brief experience, that one negro slave was equal to ¥ive Indisns in
the smount of work he could do in ithe mines. go if wes vwhen slavery
secured its great foothold in Barbadoes,in the first helf of the
seventeenth century. Hegroes were tgken there in lsrge numbers,

and the institution of slavery fostered upon the island, solely
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becsuse Barbedien planters had learned from those of Brazil that
sugar could be grown with greai profit and success by the use of
slave labor. It became & part of the recognized industrisl system
of all American colonies which produced a staple agricultural com-
modity,- whether suger, tobacco."indigo, rice or cotton. After it
nad become thus developed and establisghed in the British "est Indies,
and not until then, it was transferred tc the Fritish American main-

4

land, &nd became part of the estghlished crder tihere. Slaves were
held in 211 the colonies,- hut Jjust as slavery ss an econoric insti-
tution vwes en invarigble part of the industriel system of all staple
producihg colonies, s0 on the other hand did it fail to find & plsece
in the industrigl system of those colonies which d4id not produce
staple crops. The presence of a few slaves whose labor was escarcely
more than sn incident to their existence, was cne thing; the exist-
ence and meintenance of & "system" of slave labor was ancther, and a
very different thing. In those colonies in which their lshor wes
net a necessary feature of the industrigl organization, negroes were
relatively few in number and negro slavery never asssumed the charac-
teristic features of an "institution”. In those in which the whole
industriel ecoromy vas hased upon and dependent upon slave labor,

g system for the organization ond direction of such labor was an

i y 1R
inevitable snd necessary incident,and ‘thea slavery hecame on "institu-

tion". Bearing in mind these elenmentary but fundamental prineciples

fode
1

and distinctions, it is not 4ifficult for us at once to see thst the
institution of clavery never had any real existence in vwhat is now

the United Ztates cutside the “outhern colonieg,und aleo to understsnd
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why it did not develope elsewhere. “he gbolition of slevery in
communities where the 1$bor of slaves was so insignificant s feature
of their industrigl life gs in the liiddle and Horthern colonies,

was as natural and eesy = nrocess ze its growth was naturel and easy
in the colonies further South. The progress or retardstion of
£lavery wes much more than a mere queétion of polities or morsle,-
howsoever wmuch these factors may have entered into either movement
from time to time.

But whet of the infiuvence of this institution and of the rels-

[N

tions which developed under it? is the institution itself was
meinly eccnomiec, it is natural thot the economic aspect of it bulks
largest in the perspective of forty-ocdd years. Just how greatl &
fector in the industrial life of the colonisl end ant® bellum South
was the negro per se will glwaye remain s mooted guestion, Whet

the development of the South would have been without the negro,-
vhether it would have taken a whoily different course, or moved es
rapidly in the one it gctuglly followed,- hed the lahor of the South
been wholly vhite instegd of msinly negro,- free inctesd of slave,?
ore guestions which will never he snswered. Historians and economists
heve almost hopelessly confused the subject of glavery with that of
the rsce of the slsve. It is scarcely possible anow . tp say, if on the

WW
one hand slave labor made for the progress cof the South, how rmech was

due to the negro and how much to clavery,- or, if on the other slavery
made agalnst its progress, where lay the greater responsibility, up-
on the system or the rece. But we are here concerned much more with
the Southern negro than with the Southern white man, and happily there

is no guestion as to the economic affect of slavery upon the slave,
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It is the one aspect of the entire subject upon which there is not
room for two opinions. Slavery transformed the savage negro into
a civiliged man; it taught him to work, and showed him what could
be accomplished by the labor of his hands; and then it left him as
e free man with almost a monopoly of the field in which he had been
employed as a sluve. In 1865 ﬁo other body of negroes in the world
occupied as advantageous & position economically as those in the
Southern states.

But in a broad view there was more in the presence of a gréat
mass of negroes in the South than the mere results of their labor.
It is easy to say that the white race wes necessarily affected by

the contect of millions of another and an inferior race, but it is

e
difficult to say just how the xffects of such contact were manifested.

Here again we touch one of the controverfial aspects of the antf
bellum situation. Setween the extremists who held on one side

trat such contact waes ennobling to the white maen end beneficial Yo
the negro, and on the other that it was degrading to both, it may
be safe to assume that neither wss altogether right nor altogether
wrong. 1t was largely a matter of individuals. The ownership
end control of negroes unguestionably waes brutalizing to some, while
to others it brought & sense of responsibility which developed and
ennobled character. For the relatively few negroes whose enmploy-
ment in the relations of domestic service brought them into contact
with the best class of white people, slavery created refining influ-
ences which no other section or group of negroes enjoyed elsewherg.
These sre the negroes who are pictured in the romances which deal

with ante bellum life. But they were the chosen few,- as compared
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with the great mass who lived and died untouched by such associations.
Irobably the most that may be ssid of the latter wus that they were
btrought by slavery to a2 knowledge of the Fnglish languasge and of the
Chriestian religion, such as could othervise have been accomplished
for an equal numher of their ragce in Africa only by missionary
efforts so tremendous ss toc heve approached the impossible. On the
whole, considered in all its phases we nay accept the judgement of
one of the sanest men who came out of slavery,- that out of it the

negro, as a racisl group, got more than did the white man.

The Free ilegro Nefore 1865.

Pefore rassing to a consideration of the hegro since emsneips-
tion, let us glsnce at the connecting link bhetween freedom and
slavery,- the "free negro” of the ante bhellum South. This section
of the race is almost invariably ignored in discussions of the
American negro. They formed o group cf which bnt 1ittle is *nown
by the present generstion, ond concerning vhich there was very great
diversity of contemnorgry opinion.

Ls far back as we mey o in the study of negro slavery we find
that free negroes were invariably an element iAd the population.

They were in Spein as early as 1474, and probably some yeare before.
They arpear at an early date in Hispeniola, and seerm to have
accompanied every movement of slaves in the Vest Indies and on the
mainland. They were provided for simultaneously with negro slaves
in the legislastion of the British American colonies. Notwithstand-

ing lewe which were slmost invarisbly hostile, and despite constant

legel efforts to restrict the emancipation of slaves, the free negzro
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element steadily incressed after the revolution and down *to the out-
break of the Civil war. The census of 1790 returned 700,000 slaves,
in round numbers, and 60,000 negroes in thefree. class. Sy 1860

we had & slave population of 3,960,000, with 488,000 negroes who
were free. The difference between the existence ol laws and their
enforcement finds no better illustration than the case of the free
negroes in the ‘outhern states. Ivery sort of restricgtive and
discriminatory law against these people may be pointed to on Zouth-
ern etatute books; yet these were in the main dead letters, for which
there need be no better evidence than the fact that of the gbove
mentioned number of free negroes in 1860, more than half,- 251,000,-
lived in the Couthern states.

“he condition of these people varied from one of poverty to
that of comparative wealth,- Jjust ahout as economic conditions vary
now. Their general status, taken &s a whole, was better in Louisianm
than snyvhere else in the country, Horth or South. In 1836, in the
city of Hdew Orleans, 855 free people of color paid taxes on property
assessed at (2,462,470, and owned 620 slaves. In 1860 the property
holdinge of the same claas for the state at large were estimated st
from thirteen to fifteen million dollsrs. There werefree colored
planters in Louiqéna whose property in land and :lasves wag valued
at from twenty-five thousand to one hundred snd fifty thouscund
dollars. disny of these people enjoyed educational advantages and
lived amidst refined surroundings equal %o any possessed by their
white neighbors. ‘hey were invariably of the mulatto class, and
thus far we have found no instance of a free negro acquiriag either

wealth or position. Yhat was true of conditions in Iew Orleans
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end Louisiansg was #true alsc of Zsltimore, Charleston, llohile, and
other less important "free negro" centers in the South, and of
~hilsdelphia, Iew York and other places in the Horth. In the
agpregate large numbers of free people made the best of their oppor-
tunities end overcame heavy obstacles,~- notwithstanding the general
opprobrium in which they were held as a class. The granting of
freedom to the negro masses meant the extinction of the lines

which hsd been created by time and condition between #se free reople .
of color and #Bme negro slaves. In the dead level of eivil eguality
which followed, the smaller element was =zither crushed or swsllowed
up by the laiger. cave here and there, the %two have coalesced into

& common mssSs.

“he Negro -ince 'mancipation.

t

m . £
The few years of

w

reedom since 1865 are a short spen in the
1ife of the Touthern negro since his ancestors left Afriea for Spain,
the Vest Indies and INorth America. But it has been angle to prove
the fallacy of predictions mmd#e as to the future of the race, nade
while it was yet in slavery. By one perty to the controversy it
wes declared that the negro would dwindle away in numbers, and bhe

. him :
wholly unahle %o provide for MNself, if given freedon. The other

expected him %té¢ become ot once the equal of the vwhite man.
Progress is herd to measure vhen the point of beginning is

undefined gnd intangible. But the rsce hes not died out. it hss

b

increased from four millions in 186C to nearly nine millions im 19C0.
Not only hes it been zble to provide for itself against hunger, but

it hes also accumulated some hundreds of millions of property. zut
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this means little or nothing for the masses, the great bulk of the
race,~ seve an increase in numbers. This wealth is far more un-
egually divided than among the whites,- and, save what is probsbly

a per capita pittance, is in the hsnds of the mulatto element.

And messured by ordinary standards of physical well being the sverage
negro of the masses is no whit better provided for today than he was
in 1860,- with many not nearly so well off. But he is free, &nd it
is with him to advsnce or go backward,.

From 1865 to shout 1880%+the negro passed through a period of
turbulence which was Just the reverse,ﬁ%i%hat he most needed in his
trangition from slavery to freedon. It was a period which not only
hampered the normal evolution of his free status, hut which also
sowed the seede of & racisl antagonism which wes most inimical to
his future welXsre. The most remarkable feature ahout that period
was that it.did not wholly destroy every veStiée of the kindly
relations between the races which hsad existed hefore the war. By
the close of this period the negro waes no longer an important factor
in Southern politics. Another decade witnessed his total elimination
from & field which had meant for him nothing bhut strife and the
catspaw's fate.

3ince his withdrswal from polities the negro hss been influenced
in his life and movemenis by considerations mainly economic,- where
tangible considerations have controlled him at all. He is still
chiefly employed in agriculture and his home is in the cotton statea."
One third of all the negroes in the United “tates live in the three
states of Ceorgia, fississippi and Alsbama. Hearly seven-tenths of

the totael live in these and the states of Virginia, Horth snd fouth
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Carolina, Louisisna and Texas, comhined. Notwithstending the north-
ward movement of which so much is sasid from time to time, it remains
after 21l of small eignificance in considering the location of this
clags of our population.

There is a stesdily increasing group of educated, cultured and
refined negroes,- corresponding in relagtive status to the better
class of "free people of color” in Zouisisns before 1861. The two
groups also possess the similar charscteristic of heing composed
meinly of persons of mixed blood. This group has given the race
its leaders and furnished its better professional men; has written
ite books, many of them of genuine merit; edits its magazines snd
the best of its papers. It is moulding negro thought in thie coun-
try, and is working toward the creetion of a negro public opinion.
The destinies of the negro snd of the mulatto in America seem insep-
arably identified. Whatever the future may hold for the two will
likely be shaped by the mulatto element,- in so far as it is shaped

by either. Both the opportunity and its responsihilities are theirs.

Alfred Holt “tone
Author of

Studies in the American Race Problem.
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