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VIA WESTERN UNION

Direct to the Washington Post, Washington, D.C.

Press Rate Collect

(BAKER TO KNEELAND FOR OUTLOOK)

ends
bound to happen in Mississippi, ‘<§i§> (j)

The state's defl

G e« == 1T was

to\ thie Federal Government during‘the
past ten days was Nor should it have come as any
surprise, | Krom the nent .S, Supreme Court outlawed compulsory
racial segregation in the public schools in 195L, it was assumed that

Mississippl would resist the hardest,

For this is the state, more than any other of the Deep
South and former slave-holu.nz svates, tnat has remained closest
to the great Civil War of a century ago, This state, more than any other,

clings almost desperately to the romanticism of the Rebel efforts,

to the stories of gallantry by the boys in gray and the legends of the

Yankee invaders, (j;7¢4fkéé)



Washington Post-2

After Reconstruction, this state, more than any other,

set about mskaitiCelsemy re-establishing white supremacy and has held

on to that way of life with a vengeance,

R i A -~
It was in Mississippi that the Snasessesst Governor was arrested

by the Federal Govermment in 1865, It was in Mississippi that
newly-freed Negroes occupied State and Federal offices,
that the whites in the 1890's seized solid c
Democratic Party and ousted the Renuﬁiic

@s

e, disfranchized now,

office once and for all, chized then and,

rnore than in any other

the mainstre 1erican growth and progress, Mississippi remained

in a backwash, Her plantation economy never filtered enough affluence

ZZ%oQALéJQu?¢7€£A£Zt426i%/2éz*/
down to the man, black or white, on the lower level§K-_andpthe~po}itician3-
DLW JEE T whilta }%&f*f-- ﬂ—z—é/a’“‘b 2Zalig, and e /ﬂé‘ﬁmﬂ— Gacc Lhenme Lo 72‘72¢‘>$ /:e?ix
‘gave—the poor wnites the Negro—to—hetesy No State has produced the

stream of Bilbos and Rankins -- and now uUov, Hoss H. Barnett -- that

Mississippi has, <Emeswmwwwseyx Racial demagoguery was the accepted,
th> necessary, path to nearly every political office,

(more)
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Mississippi has clung to its magnolia tradition as most of

the rest of the nation has been swept along with the changing worldx
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{ But with it all, white Mississippi has a fierce pride in
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nx - white Mississippians rise Kly

.’

to defend any hint of crltlclsm from outs:Lde. in tg\/;h ears, -
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(brought adverse publicity on its % Mississippi advertised widely
throughout the kb 1and shat it was’ the"most lied about state in the

N

upreme Court's segregation cases were decided

Nation,™"

elght years ago, Mississippi was in the midst of an out-migration both

%ﬁ/whites and Negroes, ‘They were 1eaving becauze their home state
e,%b-l //([% /?71/:[,4}(. /W/éf:?ﬁéf/bfp . P /lﬂck %45&{%&@1% ‘C—@JLJ;?:‘
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1ack'ed onportum.ty Frlghtemng numbers“of graduates fronm white
colleges here leave the state to make their careers, leaving behind

those graduates more happy with the Mississippi tradition, serving to

continue and strengthen resistance to change, And nmany of those Mississippians

who left have risen high among the nation's leaders today,
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Washington Post-l
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It was therefore an easy, an almost natural thing, for

the White Citizens Council to be born in Mississippi as the answer to

the Supreme @ourt decision, Unlike in other states, the white citizens

a two-tine

in 1959 on =
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Bven then, it didni‘t appear to XrssEssippiaxx. white

Mississippians that desegregation was any closer than a generation or so

away, But again Mississippi wasn't reckoning with the rapidity of

this changing age > and ARichmond Atlanta and Memphls acceded to

-~

the times we are in,

The _Governor -had swore nmany tire sthat never would #ississippd

aceede WiTle he was in the drivers seat ., lieanwhile, he was looked upon
( /@éﬁ’l&)



Washington-5
Barnett was looked upon by some as a pleasant sort of
blunderbuss, He had been severely injured during his campaign when
he absent-minl edly walked into a whirling airplane propeller, He
e

got into trouvle with the poor folks when he »memstssmdx gold-plated

the guest hathroom in the Governor's Mansion, He provided laugihs when

he was addressing at a Jackson synagogue,
his trip w' th other Governors to Latin Amer

a c'tizen of Brazil, the most tho ' .egrat~d of all nations,

R, \(
that it faced trouble " * o integrate you." At the university

of Mississippri, s of Barnett turned up in student theme papers,

But swhen the Federal Courts finally ordered James H,
e
Meredith, a ¥EgE® 29-year-old Negro Air rorce veteran, into the

University of Mississippi, Barnett resPonded in the way that (ndoubtedly
has the approval of the majority of white peoplexi.n_i.ho—si&&%e—beﬁﬁd-

him, 8%

\more)
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He proclaimed the discredited Doctrine of Interposition,
He massed his state policemen and deputy sheriffs and repulsed Meredith

and his Federal escorts, He defied the Federal Courts, the Justice

Uepartinent, the Federal Government,
State Sovereignty and States Rights,# and white Mississiprians| g

‘anew in their tradition, legends, loves, hates, pri

XW&' zté;
Neither ﬁﬁite Miss 51pp1ans

g O

that they would be satisfied with .

jailed, While the Feder

Some observers have expressed surprise at the crowds of

University of wMississippi students that shouted "Nigger:! Niggeri" at
Meredith at his first appearance on campus ten days ago, Yet, with
natural college exuberance aside, it must be rememberea uhat tor eight
years =- since nany of these students were pre-teen age -- they have

heard notning irom their State leaders except deirance, warnings of

"mongrelization" and "communist iuspired plots,"
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Washin ton-7

Ross i, Barnett is the hero of most of them now, ior

uney are but the product of their envircnment

If Mississippi were to succeed in ius defiance, and
the Federal uoveriuent were to pull off, or settle ior a cempromise
or stalemate, then the couuury may expect Alabama to follow sui

+t was Alabama that first sei une pattern for defiance when

tt@e and Alavama has

has since veon adnitted to a publkf&

who talks ;ﬁame'&t acts,

pi Ioses aecisively, through closed

a Governor-elect in Geory

But 7

schools or sconond tagnation or disasuruus violence, then

the chanceg of a repeat periormance in Alabama is lessecuecd,

e/ .
un that case, the Nation uay w)urba witnessing the

spectacular show

- ———
s ——
P -

last grandiose “of deriamce on the racial iront in the Souuli.
I

[/Jississippi and Barnett will have capped the string of battles over

et
the l:st eight years, dimmin "’tg spectre of Little Rock,

/
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‘@ The nation may well be witnessing the Seuthrds

last stand, 2?/“&7; :,7 ﬂ/ 2// / Vi . ‘z/
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