University of Mississippi
eGrove

United States v. Mississippi Interrogatory Answers Modern Political Archives

1965

United States v. Mississippi (p. 597-606)

United States. Supreme Court

Follow this and additional works at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/usvms_ia

b Part of the Civil Rights and Discrimination Commons

Recommended Citation

United States. Supreme Court, "United States v. Mississippi (p. $97-606)" (1965). United States v. Mississippi Interrogatory Answers. S.
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/usvms_ia/5

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Modern Political Archives at eGrove. It has been accepted for inclusion in United States v.

Mississippi Interrogatory Answers by an authorized administrator of eGrove. For more information, please contact egrove@olemiss.edu.


https://egrove.olemiss.edu/?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fusvms_ia%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/usvms_ia?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fusvms_ia%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/mpa?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fusvms_ia%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/usvms_ia?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fusvms_ia%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/585?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fusvms_ia%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/usvms_ia/5?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fusvms_ia%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:egrove@olemiss.edu

o

gl

——The factual Lgasls for ;I\Te ass

- designed to perpetuate[m MISSISS f “‘white 'ohtlcal su-
. premacy,’’ a raclally 'segrega‘t’d S0
- -chisement of Negroes 1s as folloW& } Co "

- . 1 In June 1951 \the Umted Stateso Court of Appe ls forl,_ N _ “
" the F‘ifth C'u'cmt made it clear bhat the mterpretat;on p or- - !

- requirement ‘where. t/he apphcﬁn% coul

.+ resolution p 6posfng an’ ame

* any section of the Mississippi Constitution.? The proposed %

~ tion and was not adopted.® . ' o

* tiom, that the applicant be able to dcmomtl

Sl et

[foi QOBPANSWLR TO INTERROGATORY NUMBER 10(a) AS TO,
.THE FACTUAL BASIS FOR THE ASSER’I‘ION CONTAfNEyN/PABA- o

'GRAPH ‘27 OF THE CoMPLAINT THAT THE PrOPOSED AMEND- -

MENT To SECTION 244 OF THE MISSIS,SIPPI CONSTITUTION OF .
. 1890 Was. DEsmNED TO PEBPETUATE IN MIssIssIPPI “WHITE
PovriTicAL ’REMACY,”” A. RaciaLLy SEGBEGATED boclmy,‘ :
'rjol"j-NEoimEs. '

*+ AND THE DISFBANGHI 5

]

tlon contamed in Paraf
posed ‘amendment

" graph 27 of the complal t'that the’
of 1890-was

to Section 244 of the Miss sslppl Constitd i

iety, aﬂd t dlsfran-, -

. v o, ’ Sy

twn of sectmp 244" ‘could not ] e uked/ as a reglstra on .
A S \ s

3 ‘/\f.

2..In 1952 the Mmsmsmpl

Mlss1s$1pp1 Constltutlon of /1890 whlch prov1ded that as a}"‘-\,

: prerequ1s1te for revlstratlon to vote_the. apphcant must be

able both to read and to give a reasonaple mterpretatlon of .~

amendment was submitted-to the voters in a. general elec- ﬁ‘f’;}j}ﬁ“ :

[fol.910] . 3. In its next regular session on April 24, 1904

o the Leglsldture again adopted asimilar resolution to amend
. Section 244.* The proposed amendment requiied that an.‘

applieant for registration be able to read and write any sec-

interpretation thereof to the county. registrar and, in addi-
te to the county -

registrar a’ reasonable undelstandmw of the duties and

“tion of the Mississippi Constitution and give a reasonable o )

efendant’s admlssron in Ane\wer to Compl
of thie State: o{’“‘\h@smmppl p. 5,'par.24, B
.?.14 2 Mlsmséuppl Laws, 1954, Ch. 427. .~ LV

-
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ﬁ / : obhgatlons of cltlzenshlp under a constitutional foxm of \
o i/ government.® The proposed amendme St .also required\for
e the first time in Mississippi that persons applying for regiy- .

NS _iration must makeé a‘sworn written application for regis-
L . tration on a form to-be préscribed by the State Board of
' Election Cemmlssmners\“ Persons who were registered to

vote prior to January 1, 1954, were! expressly exempted
- from the new, more strmweilt ‘requirements.’

e "4. On May 1, 1954, the- M§s31sslpp1 Legislature created

e '- : ' a twenty-five member Lega Edt!catlon Adwsory Com-

T mittee

IR K 5.. According to ‘the Clanon—Ledger ugust 1, 1954

' in July, the Legal Educational Advisory Committee, to-

o : gether with Governor Hugh White, met with\a ‘group of -
s o : - Mississippi Negro leaders to discuss preserving a oluntary

' T - [fol. 911] equal but,separate public school system-in Mis-

: ' -sissippi. The Negroes rejected the proposaland as a result -

T . .- -+ '~ Governor White called ‘‘for an extraordinary session of

o the Iaeglslature to convene on September 7 to consider sub-
m1ttmg to the people a constltutlonal ‘amendment empower-
- ' ing’ the Leglslature, by two-thirds vote of both houses, to

- o abolish the public schools, or ts ‘authorize- counties and

" ' separate school districts to abolish the’ schools if efforts
are not to force integration of the races in'the schools and
. this becomes the last resort to prevent integratiofi.”’ ®

. 6. On August 13, 1954, according to the Clarzon—Zedger "
of that date GO\(ernor Whlte expressed the view that:1*

Thereﬁ no thought among the Adwsory Commlttee to -
abolish the public schools. . . . But the constitutional
~ amendment must-be passed as a ‘weapon to hold over ,
‘Negro heads to keep them from trying to force mte- '
- grated schooll upon Mlss;sslppl
- ——-7—4———" 2
PP, 54-2. Mlsmssrppl Laws, 1954 Ch. 427.
"P 54-2. Mississippi Laws, 1954, Ch. 427.
R 54-2. Mississippi Laws, 1954, Ch 427.
W "P 54-3. Mississippi Laws, 1954, Ch, 420.
B ”F o4, 5)‘ The Clarzon-Ledger Jackson, Miss. August 1,
' 1954, P 16 col. 2.
Cae P 54-7. The Clarion- Ledger, Jackson, MlSl August 13
19.)4 P 1.

TR : ,/
¥ o !
_ Y A

Al Lo




7 During the same | summer, 1954 whlte mtlzens connclls ’

were formed.in Missnssrppl The purpose of these organ-
izations was the marntenanee of raclal segregatron in the
state.!?

In a circular of the Assoelatlon of Cltlzens (‘ounclls of

MISSISSI])pl, which sets forth the committees to be formed

]

[fol. 912) in local citizens counclls, the dutles of each com- -'

mlttee aré. stated 1z .

' 1 Pohtzcal aml Electwns Commzttoe—Screens all -

candidates in local and state elections against those

who mlg'ht be seeking the negro vote. If necessary,.

" . organize a white private election, within our group,
" to combat the negro bloc vote (as our old wlnte pri-
mary). Dlscourage negro reg'lstratlon by every
legal means.

2 Informatwn and Education Commzttee——(}ather in-

- formation- pertammg[ to segregation from all over -
- our nation. Seek facts to present to our people. -

Educate all citizens, black and white, to the ad-

~ vantages of segregation and the dangers of integra-

~ "tion. Handle press, radio and speakers. Coordmate
«  with other similar organizations.

- 3. -Membership and Finance Committee—Seeks whlte,
patriotic voters for. memﬁershlp We must mobilize

' public opinion.

problem that may arise. Provides legal councll for
all members. -

' We will be in a position to support any natlonal"

‘organization that we feel sanctions our ideals. If
- all eighty-two counties in Mississippi and the South
" were to organize, as we are doing, what would our
posszbzhnes be? ‘

Citizens’ Councils of Mississippi, 1955), p: 1.

12 P, 54-18. ““What is the Citizens’ Council?”’ ('Wmona,
Miss.: Aseocmtlon of Citizens’ Couneils of MlSSlSSlppl,
1954).

599

' 4. Legal Advisory Commzttee—Antlclpates moves by
agitators and devises legal means for handling any .

1P, 54-17. "Rober‘t “B. Patterson. The. Citizen’s Coumcil.
Annual Report. (Winona, Mississippi: - Association of

77
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8 An extraordmary sessions of the‘ Mlsslsmppl Leglsta- B ',

‘ture convened, September 9, 195418

9. In September 1954, the Legal Edncatwn Advxsory

" Commiittee of the MlSSISSlppl Leglslature submitted lts .
statement of pohcy wo \ SONCT

[fol.913] The Comnnttee conceives its duty to be to -

. devise  the means and methods by which' separate .
schools for the race shall.be maintained in thls state .

and to submlt such plan to the leglslature for its aetmn
thereon.
It was the sense of the comlmttee that its ﬁrst most _

' important task ‘is to determme what amendments to

- . the state constitution are necessary to enable the legis-
lature to- eﬁect\v;ly deal with the problem of segrega-

~ . tion and integration in the public schools brought about
- by -the decision of the Supreme Court of the United -
States of May 17, 1954, declarmg that the doctrine of

| ‘separate but equal faclhtles has no place in the educa-~

- tion system of the nation, and that separate schools for

. the white and colored races based-solely on race is in
‘violation of the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constl- D
tution of the United States,: therefore when a state .

~undertakes to furnish education - -opportunities to its
" citizens -[they] must be furnished*to all regardless.of -
~ race or color and ‘without discrimination, thus abolish-
ing our present school system set up under Section 207
of the constitution which provides: ‘‘separate schools

shaH be mamtamed for children of the whlte and col-

ored races.”’

10. In September 1954 the Leglslature adopted the reso-
lution proposing a constitutional amendment to empower

- the Legislature to abolish the public schools or to authorize

counties and separate school d1strlcts to abohsh the -

: schools

- 13 P 54-19. Journal of the Senate of the State of Mzs.scs»
-, sippi, Extraordinary Session, 1954, p. 3. (

1 P, 54-20. Journal of the House of Representatives of
the State of Mississippi; Extraordinaty Session, 1954, p. 14.

15 P, 54-4. MIBBISSlppl Laws, 1954. Ex LCh. 39.




» 11 On September 13 1954, the \401‘1: of the Cltlzens
‘Cotﬂmoi' of MlSSlSSlppl was ackn gledged on the floor of
_ iss ouse of Repre ntatives. Mrs. Wilma
B. Sledge, of Sunflo
c¢il was founded state

' male citizens who #)eheve that segregation is. not dis-
“crimination and are organized for the sole purpose of

/mamtammg segregation of the races. These counclls‘

will maintain segregation through unity and purpose,

L " consolidation of public opinion, and utlhzatlon of aIl B

legal means available.

- Bach council accepts the. fesponmblhty of preventmg _

mtegregatlon of the races within its immediate terri-
" tory. Should a consolidation of councils be necessary

~ for. concerted actlon, a centralized state control could
" be established within a matter of hours. This is true -
~ despite the fact that“the combined membership has -
grown within the past two months to the extent that 1t

'is now numbered by the thousands.

All segregation ‘problems confronting the respectwe

‘councils are thoronghlv studied by appropriate com-
mittees, and dny action recommended have*the com-

plete sanction of legal advisors who are also members .

. of the organization. -. e T

. In maintaining segregatlon, all city, county and
_ state ofﬁcl Is will receive complete support from their

counclls ur Congressmen will receive like support. . -
- All of stswmppl s law. enforcement officers w1ll be

. given any assistance they request.

- Agitation promoted or fomented by out-of-state indi-

viduals and organizations will be nullified. -

“Candidates for offices at all levels will be careful]y '

| screened by the political committees.

. They (the councils) seek to edocate all eltlzens, |

1P, 54-21. Journal of the Housc of Repreemtatwes of .

the State of Mtfms'wppz E’wfraordmaru Ses‘swn, 1954, pp
_ 47 49.

r County"where the Cltxzens, Coun-~ '

izations composed of rellablewhlte‘

A



- 602
both black and wlute, to the advantages of segregatlon
and the dangers of integration.

The spontaneous growth of the eounclls is lndlcatlve

~ of the fact that-they are—predleated mrlaw, fn-defand
“decency for hothraces. =~ - co
But segregation will be mamtamed
[fol. 915] ... Every state in the South has. beqn watch-

'ing Mzss1s81pp1. This is our decision and your pattern -

’ ~ for the preservation of our way of life.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I'am sure you agree with me

| '.that such motives and methods are laudable, timely, and -

} - imperative. They deserve the sanction and participa-

tion of all who are willing to mutually pledge their

lives, thelr fortunes, and their honor to the preserva-
tion of ‘an unsullied race. To falter would be tragic;

. to fall would be fatal These w111 neither falter or fail.

7

12 Between October 28 1954 and November 2, 1954

as indicated by newspaper reports, it was a matter of com-

mon knowledge throughout Mississippi that the“ purpose of

' the amendmient to section 244 was to perpetuate the dis--

franchisement’ of Negroes. Tfns fact was recognized by -
newspapers widely circulated and read in -Mississippi.
The Jackson Daily News reported on' October 28, 1954,

\

a speech by Mr. Robert Patterson, Chairman of the Asso- -

- ciation of Citizens’ Councils of MlSSlSSIPPI who. stated: 17 5
- The amendment is mtended solely to lmut Negro reﬂs- L

tratlon

In the same newspaper on N ovember 1 1954 the follow-'

" ing comment appears: ™® ,
The amendment would ralse votmg requlrements and

- its proponents admit it is des1gned to check the increas-

ing number of Negro ballots B 7 R

17 P, 54-8. Jackson Daily News. '\Iackson, Miss. Oct(yr
28, 1954.

ber 1, 1954,

18 P, 54-9. Jackson Daily Ne ews. Jackson, Mlss Novem- |




’I‘he C’lanon~Ledger on November 7, 1954, quoted a pre-

“election editorial in the Natchez szes regarding the pro-
[fol. 916] posed. menhent to Section 244:1 '

As for the ‘“dictatorial”” powers whlch would be granted
the registrar, we cannot get overly excited. ‘An elected -
official usnally reflects the wishes of a/majority of the
électors and he carries out local eustoms as a means of
_pohtlcal preservatlon : - ,

On electlon day, November 2 I954, at least two snch ex-
planations were made in the Clanon.Ledyer, the mormng
paper. - On page one appears: 2° :

. And the second [the proposed amendment\to seetlon ~
244] tlghtened up voting requirements and discouraged
‘if not prevented further quahﬁeatlon of negroes for
votlng REPREE IR i

p

On the fourth page Chnrles M sHIE si:atéd m hi's,political_‘.
: column 21 . , A

_ However, there is a stea:dy 1 kptu :
" negroes for the ballot. Thé e’o‘_hs tational amendent
‘which"appears on the ballot ™. %! is. §upposed to be '8

N,

- guard ?gaxnst that: \.e‘ C i ¥

" 13: On November 2 the amendme‘nt thectl‘(}ZM of the
Mlssrsmppl Constitution was submitted to and ratified by |
~the voters ‘of the state 2y ,
: . . / ) < T L t

T T - : T . BFESE s

9P 54-10. The Clanon—LedyerJackson Dady News'
Jackson, Miss.- November 7, 1954¢. .. ,
- . %P, 54-11. /The‘Clarzon-Ledger Jackson, Miss, Novem-; ,
* her 2, 1954. P. 1. '

211 P. 54.12; The Clarwn Ledger Jacklon, MISI Noxem~
ber 2,1954. P.4. -
22 P, 54-22. Mississippi Oﬁcml and St ahstzcal Regtster
1950/1960 P. 392, )

3
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14 On November 3 |

1731 T

voters and -the provmons would not apply to those
already quallﬁed . . .

-

The M erzdum &gar reported the same day a4

Slowly mo ting returns today gave a 19 to1 lead to
] ent to Jrestnct negro voting in Mls-" o

sissippi.

The Gulfport Dady Hm achstated on November 4 1954 '*“"

Mmsxss&ppmns wﬂl have to know how to read and
write before they can reglster to vote under a constitu-

- tional amendment approved in T@sday 8 general elec:

tlon

" The amendment was almed at placmg new: restrle- e

' tlons on Negro voters. Previously, the only restrlctlons

‘was that applicants be able. to read or understand the

\ constitution when 1t ‘was read to them

’Ijhe Cltm—l&dgar_also Teported on’N’?rember 42 ,.

Mississippi voters defeated a- simfar .amendment’
Just two years ago. Reasons for the shift in public
. opinion, resulting in approval of the amendment Tues-

"day, . are too_well known to need discussion. Ch;gt_,_.___..
‘among the reeen.t_exents and developMng- \

3P, 54-13 The Clamo*n-Ledqer Jaekson, Miss. Novem-
ber 3, 1954. P. 1.

2P, 54-14. The Meridian ﬁir Merldmn, Miss. Novem-

ber 3, 1954, P. 1, .
% P, 54-15. MM rulfport, st. ‘ Novom»

vher 4, 1954, P. 1.

20 P, 54-16. The Clarion-Ledger. Jnckson, Mlss Novem-
ber 4, 1954

the Clarzon Ledger reported 3

[fol 917] W' 347 preemcts reportmg the vote was.
B e amendment to change the laws for quali- « -
- fication. of voters to provide-for reading and inter--
preting the state constitution.as a.requirement for the *
mnew registrants amendment is plainly aimed at negro -

.. s
) /
s g ' . 8
y
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ﬁns shift of ubhc opinion was the U. S Supreme —

. Court’s decision outlavglng segregatmn in the pabhc g
. sehools even when -equal faclhtles are provided. i
 We believe that under existing conditions and pros- )
-»pects ourpeople ere wise {o’ approve this amendment -

~ It should prove an effective weapon in ithe ﬁght to re- - -

' tam segregatmn n and out of the schools B o

918) 15. On December 21 1954 the people of Missis-
- sipprirdtified the constltutlonal amendment ‘which author-
ized the Legislature to ‘abolish the public school system CU
-16. In Janudry 1955 another”extraordinary session of..
" the Mlsmsmppl Leglslature was called for the purpese of .
inserting in the Constitution the amendment to.section 244 -
* and that the amendment to authorize abolition ‘of the public,
-schools. "Both amendments ‘were. mserted dnrmg thls ses-
sion.*®
. 1. Tn August 1955 the annual report of the C1t1zens o
- .Council stated in reference to the adoption and ratlﬁcatmn :
~ of the two, Constltutlonal amendments : *® o

The first major accomphshment by the- ﬁrst pro;ect

. undertaken by our Councils on a state level -was-the =~ -

passage of the Constltutlonal Amendment to raise voter
~ qualifications in Mlssmsupp Although this same
- amendment failed to pass in 1952, it passed by a tremen- -
- .dous majority when the people of Mississippi through
. the Citizens’ Councils, were informed of the necesmty o
and reason for the passage of this amendment. It is -
impossible to estlmate the value of this amendment to
future peace and domestic tranguility in this state. ‘
Our next major effort was the school amendment.—
On Décember 21st of last year the people of Mississippi '
- passed’ the amendment that gave the Legislatiire the
power to abolish the public schools as a last xitrtiﬁ

21 P, 54-23 Mzsszsszpm Oﬂicml (md Statzstzcal Register,
1956-1960. P. 397.
28 P. 54-5. MlSSlSSlppl Laws, 1955, Ex. Ch. 132 133, ,
2 P. H4-17. Robert B. Patterson. The Citizens’ Council
‘ Anmml Report (Wmom}, Mississippi : Assouatmn of Citi-

zens’ Couneﬂs of MlSllSBlppl, 1955), p. 1. ‘ JIC -

! i

o
e



order to prevent raclal mtegratlon in: these schools

In passing this amendment ‘we told the world in no un-’
" certain terms that before we would submit to: integra-
. tion we would abolish our schools and set up state-sup-

‘ported private schools. Agamst ‘organized opposition,. | 'u . ,
~ [fol.919] the Citizens’ Councils threw their strength -~~~ - § -
_behind the passage of this bill. The Couneil officers felt -~ - -

that if: mtegratlon came to Mississippi our ‘schools
would automatically be destroyed, and we felt that this
" amendment was merely a legal statement. or prmclple-"
and fact that expressed the sentlmentfof the people of '
’M1581ss1pp1 : o - : .

18 The effect of - the Amendment to Sect%on 244 of the
Mlssms1pp1 Constitution was to dlsfranchlse Negroes who
* ‘applied to become tegistered to vote.. . .

In Warren County, where a study was made, Negro r eqs_.,_.,- -

" tration between 1947 and 1955 totaled over 1900. -
~ In March, 1955 the amendment to. Section 244 of. the Con-
- stitution was Put into operatlon ,. -
‘For the entire period, March, 1955 through 1962, Negro
reglstratlon inr Warren: County has not exceeded 265 o
A sumlar sxtuatlon ex1sts in Hmds County, MlSSlSSlppl, )

: _the 1mplementatlon of the Amendment to Sectlon 244 ex\ . ) V
" ceeded 800. : R

- For the entlre éeven -year perlod 1955 through June, |
1962 Ne egro freglstratlon has remamed under 1250 persons
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