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~ VoTiNG AGE IN. Mississiep1 o THIS ADDITIONAL REQUmE-

- --MENT WHEN THEY ATTEMPT TO BECOME RecisTerep VoT-
- ERS '\A{ib .10 Exempr THE MAJORITY OF THE WHITE CITIZENS .

orF VOTING AGE 1N: Mississipp1 ¥rom THIS REQUIREMENT.

Since /THEY ARE.ALREADY REGISTERED VOTERS, AND . TO

t \’\ N .
- [fol. Answnn TO INT OGATORY NUMBER 15(a) AS TO
" 1HE FacTUAL BasIs FOR THE ASSERTION THAT THE PUBPOSE‘

oF: SEcTION 241-A oF THE MississtpPr ConsrrroTion 'Was
To SUBJECT THE VasT Majority oF NEGRo CITIZENS OF.

‘ProvIDE A Avprrionas DevicE wite WaIicHE REcisioeRs

“CouLp DisCRIMINATE AGaiNsT NEGRO Crrizens Weo Skex _
.10 REGISTER TO VOTE—A MEANS OF DISCRIMINATION WHICH :

WOULD MAKE DDTECTION Mogre DIFFICULT

: The factual basm for the assertlon that the purpose of S

“Section’ 241-A’ of ‘the M1ss1ss1pp1 Constitution was to sib- _
ject the vast majority of Negro citizens of voting age'in . .
Mississippi to this additional requirement when they at- -

- tempt to’ become registered voters; and to exempt the

majority of the white citizens of voting age in Mlssmmppl

could make detection more difficult is_as follow

- The nature and seqiience of legislative events aﬁectmg" |
'Negroes in_Mississippi was as follows: :

| - November 1959 . —A Mississippi Advisory Committee for
: the United States Civil Rights Oommls-

~ sion was established.

| [fol. 9211 J anuary——The Congress of the Umted States aon-

and February sidered and debated the proposed Civil

1960 - Rights Act of 1960 providing, among

other things, for the authority of the.
Attorney (eneral to inspeet and copy
voter registration records upon his de-
mand and for the appointment of fed-

eral referees in cases m\*‘olvmg voter

discrimination,

from' this requlrement since they are already registered:. -

~ / voters,® and. 'to provide an additional device with -which

- registrars could discriminate against Negro cmzens who
seék to register 40 vote—a means of discrimination Whlch,

v
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February 10, 1960—A bill was mtrodueed 1nto the M gsis- -
T \i ‘ sippi Legislature which would amend
\ L “\ - the Constitution to'permit the Legisla- .

. AN , turé to deétermine the qualifications for
grand and petit jurors. Under Article -
- ,-’ 26 of-the- MlSSlSSlppl Constltutlo
' v grand or petit Juror h d\
ﬁed\ voter LR '

A}

* anp unced thqt lts
be/Negro voter reglstratlon K

'f/’{f‘Mareh 3 1966 -——T "a Mlsn;slppl Leglslature y jolnt
r‘ o],utlon condemned the pi oposed -

S Stdnms for the i ﬁght agamst the pro-
R K bse Civil ng‘ ts Acta - E

” ( [fol. 922] Ma ’I‘*ezrbi@ls were ;mtroduced 1nto the Mig- |~
| / 19 and 22, 19 0 ¢sissippi, Honsé: of Representativeq th

' wOuld tlghte up ‘provisions against |

trespassmg and demonstrations such |

as slt-ms, in public places and 1n01t1ng

* the commlssxon of such a cfl L

e March 24,1960 —A bﬂl was introduced in the MISSIB- |
i -  sippi Senate to permit regastrars to de-

A stroy registration records
Ao . \ A

. 1]? 60- ﬂ C. R ‘No. 23. Journal of the IIouso of Repre-
sentatwes of the State of Mzsszss‘ippz, Regular Sesszon,
1960. P. 109. .

2P, 60-25. The ("lamon Lcdger Jt‘;ckgon, Mlsslsmppl.
February 18, 1960. P. 1. \ ‘ '
~*P. 60-17. Mississippi Lawa, 1962, Ch. 510.

‘ P. 60-2—P. 60-5, H.B.’s 431, 432, 433, 490, 556, 558, 559,
560, 595.. Journal of the Hmc.w of }a’r’pwsvwmhw s of the
Smf(’ of Mississippi, Regular Session, 10(»0 Pp. 266, 267,
326, 327,

5 P. 60-6. 8.B. 1883, Journal of the Senate of the State of
Misgissippi, Regular Session, 1960. P. 319,
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March 28,1960 , —At: least thirfeeh important segrega-

islature; R
 qtution._to |require that eléctors be of

~ good moral. charagter; ® three were to

" amend the Constltutlon to eliminate ks :

writtén apphcatao,ns to vote}? three
were to amend the Constltntlon to elim-
inate the provmlon ‘that the Leglslatnre

~ must nigintain,a public school system. . -

and to make the maintenance of a: -

~school system discretionary ; ® cue bill |,

' would permit the district Boards -of -
' . Trustees to closé the schools; * and four -

- . under state law to make false statements
C . to any federal authonty."" These last
four bills named the Ciivil nghis Com-
~ mission and the Federal Bureau of In-

" vestigatien- specifically. . :

L April 12, 1960 = —A concurrent resolutlon éommendmg

. the determined stand "of ‘the Govern-
‘ R _ ment of the Union of South Africa in
' * ‘maintaining its firm segregatlon laws °
1 .was introduced in the Mlss1ss1pp1 Leg—
o 1slature n , ’

sP. 60 7. S.C.R. 147 (Ch 550) Journal of the Senate of'

N " the Staie of Mississippi, 1960. P. 351.

7P, 60.8. S.C.R. 139, 142, 146.- Journal of the Senate of

the State of Mississippi, 1960. P. 350-352; :
" 8P, 60-9, P. 60-10, S.C.R. 143 (Ch. 547) H.C.R. 57, HCR

- 58. Journal of the Senate of the State,of Mzsszs'szppz, 1960,

P. 350. Journral of the House. of Representatwes of sthe

State of Mississippi, 1960. P. 391. :
- *P, 60-11. 8.B. 1923 (Ch. 316) Journal of the Senate of '

. the State of Mississippi, 1960, P. 340.

1P, 60-12. S.B. 1921, H. B. 732 (Ch. 255), H. B 733 (Ch '
263), H.B. 734 (Ch. 56). Journal of the Senate of the State -
of Mississippi, 1960. P. 340.-Journal of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the State of Mississippi, 1960. P. 383,

1P, 60-13. H.C.R. 67 (Ch. 519). Journal of the House of
Representatives of the State of Mississippi, 1960. P. 536.

tion bills were introduced into the Leg- ©~ =
o were to amend the Consti-" .-

[fol. 923) bills would make it perjury =~
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: Apnl 13, 1960 n——The Mlssxssxppl Leglslature approvedv o
ot voter applwatxon destructlon bill.}#-

Apri’lr,23” an’d‘ 1 —-The Leglslature of "Mississippi passed, ,
. May5,1960 *. - a joint resolution to amend Article XII .
o .+ of the Mlsglsmppx Constitution of 1890

: . ". to include a'new section (Section 241- *,
. L ~ " A) which added the voter qualification
S o of good moral character.!* . :

- .+ May2,1960 '—The MlSSlSSlppl Leglslature approved a 1
o . . - .résolution to amend the Constxtutlon so
- V. o . - “ that grand and petit jurors need not be' .
Voo T e o . quallﬁed electors.!* -

- [fol 924] May 9, Mlsmss1pp1 Leglslature approved the

-, ' , 1960 - —resolution to amend the Constitution to

, _ / : . add ﬂm good moral character require- -

’ : o iﬁgnt /-1t also approved tlie proposed

' - enﬁment authorlzmg the Legislature -
C ellmmatmg the requirement that public

~ schools be maintained and permits the .
maintenance of public gchools at the dlS-

cretlon of the Leg_lslature 138

/ \\ May ,'1960 | —The 01v11 Rights Act of 1960 Was ap-

. _ -proved.

r 8 1960—The proposed addltlon to Article XII
requiring good moral character las a -
prerequlslte to \otmg, was submltted to.

-~ "pawer to enforce the prox‘lslons thereof
~ by approprlate leglslatlon

*  14P, 60-15. \Journal of the House of Repreeentam*r’s of -
the State of Mzsscss:ppz. 1960. p. 992, '
18 P60-16, Journal of the House of Repr ese\ntatwes of the.
Stale of Mississippi 1960: p. 934,
10 PG0-24. Mississippi” Qﬂiwal and Statistical Req:stev,
1960-1965. p. 402. |



May 17, 21, and

22,1962

[fol. 925]

AN UL . L
' The purpose of the proposed amendment. and package
legislation was a matter of commnion kliowledge in :MISSIS-" :
sippi. Newspaper reports and comments made this purpose -

- 611
The MlSSlSSlppl Leglslature -adopted

- —legislation implementing Section 241-. v

A"  Section 3235 of the Mlssrssnppl
" Code was amended toadd:

Except that any person reglstermg .

- after the effective date of this Act shall

_ be of good moral character as-required = -
- by ‘Section 241-A° of the Mlsmsmppl K

Constitution. L

At the same tnne; Seetion 3209. 6 of the- |
MlsS1ss1pp1 Code was amended to re-
quire the defendant State.Board of -

Election Commlssmners to 1nclude in

the apphcatlon forms spaces for infor- ]

- mation showing the good moral charac- “
‘ter of the applicant for registration.'®

Two new laws were.also enacted relat- -

~ ing to the good moral character of the
applicants: one requiring publication . -

of the names and addresses of all appli- .

cants; the - o\the prov1dmg the proce-

dure by which qualified electors, by . affi- .

davit, could challenge the good moral

- character of any appllcant for reglstra’-

tion.?¢ !

clear. Mr. W. F. Minor, Mississippi correspondent for the
‘New Orleans &szee-Pcmyune, reported in that paper on

April 3, 1960:21 |
"While Congress moves toward passage of a civil

rlghts bill to help Negroes in exerclsmg thelr voting

17 P60 19-P60-23. MlSSlSSlppl Laws, 1962, Ch. 569 571

-572,573,'575.

\

15 PGQ 23. Mn@swsn.ppl Laws, 1962, Ch 575.
19 P60-19. Mississippi Laws, 1962, Ch. 569.
20 PG0-21, P60-22, Mississippi Laws, 1962, Ch. 572, 573.
21 P60-26. The Times-Picayune. New Orleans, Louisiana.

 April 3, 1960.

® o,
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right in the South, Mississippi’s legislature last week
was workmg on'new. barners to keep Negroes from vot- -
- . ing. \
‘ . .t " The sogregatlon strategtsts in the Leglslature appar-
' “ently were keeping an eye on the civil rights bill to find
. loopholes which they use to get around the. law if lt does
R T [fol 926] But there apparently w111 still ‘some - ,
.' . conflict between the’ \rotmg prov1s1ons of he federal S |
' o blll and the state laws. - o
2 The latest move of the leglslatWe segregatlon forces
- is to wipe out all prov1s10ns in the state law and-con-
stitution requiring the keepmg; of pemanent pubhc e .
- records on voter reglstratlon apphcatlons R S
- Registration Study \e : T o R
This seeems to be the stat\e s answer to the. federal»
aw—if there are no records, how can the federal gov-
ernment prove Negroes are victims ‘of discrimination?
* ' But, one provision of the civil rights bill has a re-
qmrement for keeping records in elections of federal
\ . officials for 22 months. ‘It’s nncex\\am ‘how this would -
~ affect the new state voter: reglstrat on strategy. .

Also part of the new’ strateo'y is the reqlurement that N .
a voter must be of ‘good moral charac er’ to qualify to SR
register. . - < / e
- In 1952, the people voted down a onstltutlonal B -

amendment which would have added to ‘good moral < &~
character’ requn‘ement to voter reglstratlo o ¢
The objection to the preposal was that“the circuit
clerk of a county would be the sole judge of a person’s
moral character as & prer’eq‘uifeite to voting. . . .

S Another article b}”hli'. Minor appeared' in .the Times:
Picayune on April 13, 1960, pointing out :** ) N8
. With one eye on the public enactment of a new Civil

;,\FM . Rights bill by Congress, the Misissippi Senate moved
e "“7“"‘""—'—“‘
- © 22Pg0.97. The szes PwaJune N ew Orleans, Louasmna
o - April 13, 1960. ;
1
|
/ /
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October 27, 1960. ' Vo

The Jackson Dmly News. reported in October, 1960 L’
/ Voter approval of five proposed constitutional amend-

'l‘uelday to permxt voter regmtrars to destroy records

/ of rejected Negro voter applications.

" The jbill, which still;faces House action, was rushed
~ throug] the Senate shortly before it adjoiirned: Tues-
day. Explanation of the pnrpose of the bill was made
while the Senate was still in an executive session. called
to confirm several gubernatorial appomtments

- going to have any effect, it must be passed before the
Presrdent signs the' ClVll nghts BdL’

,ments of which three deal in the racial issue would help

“‘to protect our way of hfe Governor RoSs Barngtt»

said Monday.” SR el .
" Barnett said he hopes vaters will give such strong

613

_W[fOI 927] Biit one Senator said later, ‘If this bill is- ~

\

endorsement of these proposals that there will remain )

no doubt as to Mississippi’s position on these vital mat-
. ters’. o

The Citizens’ Councils of Mlssmsmpl has added its
endorsement to three constitutional amendments ‘ap-
| pearing on the Nov. 3 election. ballot.

The amendments favored by the councils are those

pertaining to juror qualifications, providing the legis-

lature with additional authorltv in public educatién and
strengthening voter. registration qualifications.

A statenrent of endorsement by Bob Patterson, ex-
ecutive secretary, stated:

‘The state executlve eommlttee of the assoelatlon of

On October 27, 1950, five. days before the electlon the- :
‘Jackson Daily News stated 2

' 23 PG0-28.: The Jachson Daily News. J ackson, MlSSlSSlppl
- October, 1960. '

24 P60-29. The Jackson Dazl y News. J/, kson, Mlssussmpl ‘
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- Citizens’ Councils of Mississippi urges the people of
Mississippi to vote for these amendments as they pro-
- vide additional defenses against the domination of Mis-
sissippians by alien pressure groups and agltators’ 4
The State. Soverengnfy Commission, the state’s watch-
dog agency against racial strife, has ;\lfeady ‘backed the
_three amendments, as has Gov. Ross Barnett. N
.. The Mississippi chapter of the NAACP is: ‘among the
few groups which has- announced opposmon to the
- amendments. ‘
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