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JAMES O. EASTLAND STANDING COMM i1 I EES

. ..MISSISSIPPI JUDICIARY, CHAIRMAN

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

Vlnifed Diafes Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

Cetener =, 19782

Honorable Caspar W. Weinberger
Director, Office of Mariaoceieny
and Budget '
EXecutive Office Bullding
waghilngton, Dol 20505

Dear Mr. Weinberger:

It is my understanding that the Office of
Budget and Management 1s presently conglidering
budget requests for Fiscal Year 1974 to continue
congtruction of tThe Tennesgee JTombigbee Walerway
project.

The construction of the Tennhessee~
Tomblgbee Waterway 1s vital To the future economic
progress of the States of Alabama, Florida, Ken-
tucky and Tennessee as well as my State of Mississilppl.
Indeed twenty-three Mid-American States wlill be
affecuze Dy tThe pro ject, Cohpietion ol the -peroject
will meah that the Ohig River,-the Upper Mlisslesippl,
the Great Lakes region and the Missourli all would be
feRpected L0 The GuUll ol Mexioo By & shortelr rouit.
Few public works transportation projects have such
a broad economic base.

The. clogser proXiplily Ol deep WABLETr DOrCTs
and ‘lowey shippling costs provide g tLremendous Lhgeli-
tive oY -increased lndustrisal growth, and new JoD
opportuniities in the Sltates Taluting. e pro/jecl.
In addition to the obvious transportation and industrial
benefits afforded by the project, construction of dams
will create a chain of lakeg benefiicial o the Tfish




Honorable Caspar W. Weinberger -2=-

and wildlife of the area and creating new recreational
opportiuniiies for the peppie ol the Tegion.

In ghort, The tremendols ecconomiec grd
human benefits engendered by the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway fully Jjustify the Federal contribution

to 1its development.

For-these reasons., L g8Lrofigly urge that

The Office ©f Budgetl and Mansgenment recopmmend the
requested $35 million for the Tennessee Tombigbee
Waterway project or the Corps of Engineers capabllity,
whithever -1z greaier.

With personal regards and best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

| 578,

r =

] James 0. Eastland
SR
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