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To the honorable the Senate and Houfe of
R eprefentatives of the United States 1n

Coneorefs atiembled.

The underfigned, a Committee regularly chofen by the
inbabitants of this territory for the purpofe of peti
tioning for a redrefs of grievances, have the honor

refpecifully to reprefent,

T 11 AT while we are penetrated with the deepelt
reverence for your honorable body, we cannot but
regret the occafion which has dictated the neceflity
of this addrefs. We rejoice however that we have
it in our power to appeal to, and lay our juft com.
plaints before that government, whofe conftitution
and equitable laws (the evident refult of confummate
wildom ) difpenfes to its citizens equal protection and
ample liberty.

We look forward with pleafure to the period li-

mited by the wifdom of your laws, when we fhall
participate with the citizens of the elder ftates in
the full pofieflion and enjoyment of thofe precious
privileges which conftitute the fum of rational li-
berty, and upon which alone, as a folid bafis, we
can hope to fecure the good order, peace and hap-
pinefs of a free people.

The vaft interval which feparates this territory

from the feat of the general government, muft have

produced its natural confequences, viz. a limited

and imperfect knowledge of the true circumitances
\ and




An eftimate of the fum neceflary to be raifed in

the county of .ddams for the fervice of faid

county, to wit,

| . Dollars.,
For building the goal, iron work inclu-
ded, - : S 3,500
Sheriff’s expences inclﬁding wood and
water for the fuftenance of the pri- 500
foners confined, - . ¥
Timber for a kitchen for the goal build-
“ing and nails included, . ! 43%
Pickets for inclofing the goal and court g
. houfe; il el I gy _- : : . 3 N 0
Timber, planks and nails for building §
the court houfe, . ; #1990
Four bridges over St. Catharine, 2,400
Sheriff’s fees for holding Coroners In-
queft on the bodies of Ann Douglafs
and Joleph Duncan, previous to ap- -
pointment of Coroner, -
Milling Woolley, Efquire, for holding
an inqueft upon the body of R. Ca-% io
ton, killed by the Indians, -

Dollars 10,760
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No. 1.

To His Excellency, Winthrop Sargent, Efq. Governor of
the Mufli[lippr Territory.

The underfigned, a Committee chofen by the inha-
bitants of this territory, beg leave refpetttully, to call
your attention to the following important objetts—

1{t. The fituation of this country with relpeét to our
former parties, and the confequences which have grown
out of them.

ad. Strittures upon {fome papers of record in relation
to this country.

3d. A deduttion, including our opinion whzat mea-
{ures feem beft adapted to infpire a reciprocal confi-
dence between the people and the cxecutive.

1. The prefent {ituation of this country as manifefted
in the late prefentments of the grand juries of both
counties, and aggravated by an involuntary impulfe of
the great mals of {ociety, exhibits a crifis in politicks,
which commands the attention of every lover of order
and good government, and points directly at the pro-
priety of enquiring into the caufes which have confpired
in producing thefe pernicious effetts.

In recurring to a recital ol former tranfaétions in this
country, 1t will neceflarily involve a fubjett that all men
ought to concur in reprobating : but we have no alter-
native left us—no pollible profpett of a remedy, unlefs
we {trike at the radical {ource of the difeafe.

Itis to be remembered then, that for a long time prior
to the arrival of the American commiflioner, two par-
ties had attually exifted in this country. The planters,
mechanics, &c. chiefly natives of the United States con-
{ftituted the one party. A number of mi{cellaneous cha-
ratters, including informers and a train of court {yco-
phants, who had been long in the habit of corrupting the
oflicers at the expence of the honeft and undefigning
{ubjeét, conflituted the other.

There 1s too great a difparity in the charaéter and im-

portance of thefe parties to admit a parallel: the one
C
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poflefled all the effentials whereby we mecafure worth
and importance in publick focieties—the other poffefled
all the arts of feducttion and intrigue : and happy had it
been for this country, had the commiffioner with all his
apparatus, been able to penetrate and repel the nefari-
ous defigns which were laid to embroil him with the peo-
ple, and the people with one another. But for want of
a manly confidence in his own internal relources, or
for want of perfonal courage and integrity. he fell into
the fnare; and under a pretext that the people were
doing wrong, he makes a voluntary facrifice of all his
natural connexions, (including every officer of the Uni-
ted States then in the country)and threw him/lelf under
the patronage and protettion of Don Minor and his
{atellites, and became a principal and aélive infirument
in that {yftem of tumult, which has been {o abundantly
produttive 1n this country.
~ After deferting and betraying the people, and as we
conceive, abandoning the beft interefts of the United
States, we are to view him from this time under an im-
plicit {ubmiffion to foreign intrigue—nor can art or de-
ception convince the people of this country to the con-
trary. While fome of the fatellites abovementioned,
(now his mofl intimate friends) were propagating with
great induftry, an idea that the United States would
ncver get pofleflion of this country, he took particular
care not to contraditt the affertion : and while thefe o-
pinions were operating to the utmoft terror of the peo-
ple, under the vile pretext of retaliating for injuries
done him in his publick charatter, he makes a formal
information to the Spanifh government on feveral of
the moft popular charatters in the country, who had
advifed him to meafures for carrying the treaty into im-
mediate effet. Many were amufed with an idea that -
he was making dilcoveries of the greateft national im-
portance, through the channel of his foreign connexi-
ons, until captain Guion began to cover his cannon and
ftores by a fortification : he then openly came forward

and endeavoured to excite the people to take upon
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them the control of the military ; he aflured them 1t was
their right, and 1f they did not aflert it they might bid
adieu to their liberty.

This is the man who, we conceive, has greatly con-
tributed (in order to hnifh a counterpart to his former
labours) in giving this auftere and unaccommodatmg
tone to our government, fo foreign to the genius of the
Federal Conftitution, and {o humiliating to a people
proud of their liberty. When he could profit no lon-
ver by fomenting quarrelsin the firft perfon, he has now
‘reached us through the government, by leading it into
all the perplexities infeparably attendant upon erroneous
conclufions. The impreflions he has latterly made of
our charatter, 1s not only calculated to degrade us in
the eyes of all the world, butit has a direét tendency to
give confidence to the infolence of fattion, and fuffo-
cate the germ of publick virtue in the upright citizen:
for 1c 1s an indubrtable faét, that the influence and ex-
ertions of this man has uniformly applied, as an unerring
barometer to the commotions of this country—For in-
ftance, when captain Guion {ucceeded captain Pope in
his command, by refufing to have any thing to do with
him or his intriguers, tranquility was reftored tothe coun-
try, notwithftanding his unremitted attempts to create
diftruft and enmity between him and the people.

2. Upon your Excellency’s arrival in this Territory
the people were ready to embrace you as a father—re-
jo:cings were heard throughout the country, thata Go-
vernor from the United States had at length arrived—
we -anticipated the happinefs that we hoped would be
derived from your adminiftration, which was greatly
heightened by the declarations in your addrefs to the
people of the Natches, of the 18th of Auguft 1798—
In which addrefs you fay (with many other flattering
and agreeable things) that merit only, with ftrong and
evident marks of attachment to the United States, can
entitic a man to ofhice; and that you pofltponed the
fame only for due information of charatters fuitable to
commiffion, which information you hoped to obtain by
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an acquaintance with the people : but without waiting
for this, you went dire€lly to Mr. Ellicott’s camp on
the line, and we heard no more of your acquaintance
with the people. A lift of appointments had been made
out (as we have realon to believe) by the two commil-
fioners; and as we have been informed, was handed
you by Mr. Ellicott—a man as much devoted to Minor,
as Minor 1s to foreign intrigue : yet it was natural for
you to confider him worthy of your confidence; but
that confidence 1itis clear to us has been greatly abufed.

It 1s realonable to {uppofe that Minor, from the ge-
neral tenor of his purfuits, would wifh to create an in-
fluence in this territory; and that he has done it is
clearly demonftrable in the refult: and we can aflure
you, fir, that infinuations have been thrown out to of-
ficers of confiderable rank, that they were to thank
Minor for their appointments. No man who has the
leaft concern for the honor, dignity, and fafety of his
country, or has a {park of perfonal independence in his
compolfition, but mult recoil at an idea {o full of de-
bafement.

But could it be poflible thefe fuggeftions were merely
imaginary, and had no exiftence in reality, they ope-
rate as fafls, and are worthy the attention of the wifeft
and molft virtuous executive. And it 1sardently to be
withed, that the government would avail itlelf of the
aid of publlck opinion, 1n all future appointments, par-
ticularly in the militia : the advantages are prompt and
full of confiftency—the difadvantages have been felt by
experience.

It is admitted neverthelels, that many good men have
been appointed, and feveral of that defcription {lill
continue in office: but others finding 1t 1mpoflible to
acquit themfelves, either with advantage to their coun-
try or with credit to thcm{e]vm, have been borne down
by the torrent of publick opinion, and refigned their
appointments.

The retrogade effe&t that every meafure has had, is an
evidence that the people are either diffolute and corrupt,
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that they are miftaken in their conclufions, or that the
government has adopted and purfued 1mproper mea-
{fures : and as we cannot believe you capable of a direét
intention to injure this country, or the government of
the United States, we do moft folemnly allure,youonour
part, that if we ftand chargeable with any thing incon-
fitent with the intereft of the Federal government, we
conceive it to have arifen from negleéting fo long to
make thefle declarations.

- The Prefident of the United States, in his letter to
your excellency of the 7th ot April, oblerves that the
fituation in which yourcountry has placed you is at pre-
fent of great importance to its intereft and fafety—we
feel the full force and confifiency of this remark—we
are penetrated with the keeneft fympathy 1n behalf of
our mother ftates—and while we do moft unfeignedly
approbate them, for their vigorous and manly efforts to
avert war and repel foreign influence—we feel regret at
our own internal debility.

3. A deduétion from from the foregoing ftatement,
will lead direétly to the following conclufions—either
that the people are fecretly endeavouring to degrade and
infult the conflitution they have {olemnly {wore to de-
fend, or that they are aftuated by the cleareft convic-
tion, that the government has been furprifed into pre-
cipitate and improper meafures : we therefore conceive
ourfelves qualified in a particular manner to affure you,
that if we have been rath or precipitate in our conclu-
fions, 1t originates from an anxious folicitude for the
interefts of fociety, an incorrupiible attachment to the
government of the United States, and our hatred and
contempt of {orecigninfluence and intrigue.

What pity fuch a difpofition thould be diftrufted and
abufed, while the {pawn of corruption are bafking in
the {funfhine of favour, fattening on the emoluments of
office, and fmiling at the downfall of publick confi-
dence—that effential, that indifpenfable pillar, without
lhc-?[{upport of which, governments them({elves could not
exift.
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A want of confidence on the part of the government
1s clearly demonftrated in the rigorous and unconititu-
tional meafure of the criminal laws. We therefore
pray that diftrult on the mafs of the people, be at leaft
lulpended, and fix it where nature intended 1t to reft.

This language, {upported by thele arguments, may
bear peculiarly hard upon fome who may mean well to
their country ; but let them refleét, thatit 1s better to
amputate a limb than that the whole body fhould perifh.
Let the country be divided into proper diftricts : letthe
people have the privilege of recommending the officers
of militta—their intereft will be the {fame, and their
confidence mutual. Many who have been in the habit
of voting for a Prefident of the United States, think it
peculiarly hard upon this occalion, that they cannot
recommend a captain or fubaltern in whom they can
confide. Let your field officers be popular: let them
be Americans, free from all foreign prejudice, and fuch
as have never ploughed with the heifer of intrigue : the
people will fhew them to you, fir, if you will permit
them. The juftices of the peace and other civil offi-
cers Thould be of the fame defcription—no fcreign pre-
dilection. '

I.et the laws be cut down to a conftitutional ftandard,
or rather let the laws be adopted agreeably to the ordi-
nance of 1784, and let them be adminiftered with firm-
nefs, tempered with clemency and humanity.—

By extending an indilcriminate paternal cenfidence
to the people, you embrace all and make them your
own : the germ of patriotiim would expand—and an
emulation united with the utmofit vigilence, would ani-
mate our military preparations-—That the people may
be happy and the government refpe&able, 1s the un-

ceafing prayer of
Your Excellency’s moft obedient humble fervant,

SIGNED)
Cato We e/t Alexander Montgomery
N. Hunter, Thomas Calvit,

William Erwin, Ebenezer ~Dayton,



of
Thomas M. Green. Francis Smuth,
Fohn Fofter, Gerard Brandon,
Foln Bolls, Ifrael Lufe,
Samucl Gibfon,, Hugh Daus,
Ebenezer Smauih, Felix Hughes,
Dauvid Greenleaf, Fofeph Caluit.

I certify this to be a true copy,

Chairman (y[ ihe Commmattee.

Auguft 26th, 1799.

No. 2.
To his Excellency the Governor, and the Homourable

FJudges of the Muffifipps Territory.

The underfigned, a committee chofen by the inha-
bitants of this territory, beg leave refpettfully to re-
prelent : s b

That, when the Honorable the Congrefls of the
United States were pleafed to apply their ordinance of
1787, to this territory-——though it did not entirely
meet the wilhes, or the local circumftances of the
country—yet it was in a high degree flattering, becaufe
it embraced us as a member of the government we
loved—and had the ordinance fo applied, been confti-
tutionally adminiftered, and the difcretionary power
exerciled with the liberality and beneficence we had
a right to expect, there is no doubt but murmur and
difcontent had been banithed the country; but inftead
of adopting laws in oblervance of the letter of the or-
dinance, we are prefented with a code which are in
many inftances at variance with the conftitution, ca-
pricious in their application, and has every criterion of
laws made, in place of laws adopted. The ordinance
fays, explicitly, that the governor and judges or a ma=-
jority of them fhall adopt laws from the original ftates;
and Congrefs feems to have been particularly guarded
In this reflpeét—the republican fyftem requires a repre=




fentative bddy to be able to make laws, thecy cannot be
made by proxy, and we conceive the ordinance under
no conftruétion authorifes fuch a power.

Were the laws legally adopted agreeable to the or-
dinance of ’87, we have neverthelefls an undoubted
right to remonftrate againft any which might not fuit
the circumftances of the country; butas they evidently
want a conftitutional medium, we are warranted in the
conclufion that they are not literally adopted from the
original {tates : under thefe impreffions it is needlels to
difcriminate between them, for if they were objettion-
able in no other refpeét, this itfelf would arreft themin
their judicial operation, and {ubjett them to the feverelt
cenfure; for it 1s prepofterous to conclude that men
will not abufe a power which has been already al-
fumed.

Buat, if this government has not had 1t in their power
to adopt laws for want of the feveral {tate codes,
(which is readily admitted) we conceive they might (in
a dilemma like this) with great propriety have made it
known to the people; who, on a requeft, would gladly
have fent a number of the beft informed men from the
{feveral diftriéls, to aflift in forming regulations for the
time being, in aid of the commonflaw ; and regulations
{fo formed, would have had all the force and authority
of laws—the people would have viewed them as the or-
gan of their own will, and would have given them every
praétical {upport; we fhould have felt the advantages
of diftributive juftice, and this reprefentation had been
unnecefiary.

And fhould the government be {till unprepared for
adopting laws in ftriet obfervance of the ordinance, we
are clearly of opinion, that to take meafures for form-
ing regulations as mentioned above, would yet be
highly proper, and would meet the wifh of the com-
munity. '

We, therefore, pray, that the laws may be literally

‘adopted 1n conformity to the ordinance; or, that re-
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gulations for the time being be adopted as aforefaid.
Auguft 27thy 179g.

(SicNED.)

Gerard Brandon, Ifrael Lufe,

Alexander Montgomery, — Francis Smath,

Ebenezer Smuth, | William Erwin,

Mofes Bonner, ' Ebenezer Dayton, .

Felix Hughes, Fohn Bolls,

Fofeph Calvit, Samuel Gibfon,
 Cato Welt, ~ Thomas M. Green,

N. Hunier,
A true copy, | |
~ Cato Wefly, Chairman of the Commutice.

e

»

. No. 3.
GENTLEMEN,

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your addrefs
of the 27th Auguft, and fhall without prefacereply to
{uch remarks as moft direttly concern us,

Without laying open then the fources of yourinfor-
mation, you have conhdently afferted, that the laws
now in force in this territory, have originated with us,
contrary to the letter of the ordinance, which authorifes
us to adopt, but not to make laws—that they carry
the marks of illegitimacy 1n the face of them, and that
they are not only of bafe origin, but are oppreflive in
their nature, capricious in their effetts, and at open
variance with the conftitution of our general govern-
ment—I{o that in your opinion we have arrogantly af-
{fumed a power, which we have as wantonly abufed.—
Thele are charges of confiderable magnitude, and
which, although made with a degree of confidence,
which nothing lefs than a conviétion of their truth on
your part, {hould juftify : we undertake to fay are bad-
ly {upported.—There are few laws of this territory, .
ither of a .civil or criminal nature, butwhat are deri-
ved from {ome one of the ftate codes; and where we
have ventured to depart from them, it has been in

D |
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and interefts of this country; arifing from 1naccu-
rate and partial {tatements; and in fome inftances
the government has been impofed on and deceived
by perfons who were in their confidence, from’
whom they had a right to exPe& 1rnpart1al truth.
Of this ftamp dre fome of the communications of
Mr. Ellicott, and others; which have been ereted
upon the authorlty of his creed refpecting this

country

Soon after his arrival in the Natches he applied
 to the general government, in the name of the peo-
ple, for a government fimilar to that North-weft of
the river Ohio, but we confidently affert, that he
had no authority for {o doing;' and unlels the X
Y. Z’s of this country are to be confidered the ar-
biters of the people he could have no colour cf au-
thority. Thefe charalters” well knew that if the
“munificence of the territorial government did not
bear fome proportion to the expectations of the peo-
ple, that regret and difappointment would be the
confequence.: And they knew alfo, that from the
pliancy of the Commiffioner, and the complexion’
of his defigns, that if he fucceeded in fixing an in-~
delible {tigma on the people, the votaries of intrigue
would fucceed to an exclufive confidence with the
government; and if we attend to the general cha-
ralter of his connexions in this country, and the
manifeft ta.udency of his ations, it admits of no
other interpretation; and we believe there is no
American in this country, who will fay that he ever
gave him fuch advice..

But by a {trange concurrence of events, we have
feen an unnatural order of things tolerated by our
Executive. We have have {een thofe who had an
ealy accefs to the Spanifh garrifon, and an unre-
ftrained intercourfe with the officers (at a moment.
when the fafety of this country, and the beft inte-

refts
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favor of our citizens, by leffening of fines and penal-
ties ; but where it has fo happened, that evils attually
exifted among us, for the remedy of which, no provi-
{ion could be found in the laws to which we had accefs.—
- We have not fo far diftrufted our authority, as not to
take immediate {leps to prevent their growth and con-
tinuance.—Admitting your conftruétion of the ordi-
nance to be juft, and that we have not a power to enact
laws on any occaflion—upon what principle, can you
gentlemen, come forward and fay that we ought to de-
legate a power to others, which you deny- to exiftin
ourfelves >—would not this (in either cafe) be making
laws by proxy? and fhould we not {ubjeé&t ourfelves to
the {evereft cenfure, were we weak enough to be fo far
mifled from the plain path of our duty ?

Leaving then this doubtful point of right to be decid-
cd by our{uperiors, let usproceed to what is more cer-
tain—We certainly have a power to repeal laws of our
own making, or adopting; and this power we fhall not
hefitate to exercife, whenever the good of our fellow
citizens may require it.

(Signed) WINTHOP SARGENT.
WILLIAM M. GUIRE.
P. BRYAN BRUIN

Natches, Oclober sth, 179q.

Meflrs. Moles Bonner, Felix Hughes, Jofeph Cal-
vit, Cato Weft, N.  Hunter, lfrael Lufe, Francis
Smith, Wllham Erwing, Ebenezer Dayton, John
Bolls, Samuel Gibfon, Thomas M. Green, Gerard
Brandon, Alexander Montgomery, Ebenezer Smith.

- A true copy,
Gato Weft, Chairman of the Commiltee.

No. 4.
To His Excellency the Governor, and the Homorable the
' - fudges of the Miffiffippr Territory. -
The committee have the honor to announce to you
the receipt of your favor of the sth of Ottober, in an-
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{wer to our addrefs of the 27th of Auguft, 1799; and
" the obligation conferred upon us on this occafion, fhall
be acknowledged with the gratitude due to the moft
diftinguithed favors:—For although we-did not . lay
open to you the fources of our - information, with re-
{pett to your making laws—you have abundantly jufti-
fied the affertion, and our conftruétion of the ordinance,
that you had the power to adopt laws only.—It is ne-
ceflary however to premile, that unlefs we are permit-
ted to adopt your own method of quotation and infer-
ence, it will be impollible direétly to reply to the anfwer
before us.

You acknowledge that there are a few laws, which
have not been derived from any of the ftate codes; but
you fay that every departure from them, has been in
favor of the citizens, by leflening of fines and penal-
ties.—How are we to reconcile this affertion to the
{feveral penal cafes which requires a forfeiture of the
whole eftate, real and perfonal?—In our territorial
code, any perlon or perfons convitted of treafon,
fhall {uffer the pains of death, and moreover forfeit all
h's, her, or their eftate, real and perfonal to this terri-
tory.—The conftitution {ays that Congrefs alone fhall
have the power to declare the punifhment of treafon,
and by their laws no forfeiture is required.—On con-
vittion of arlon, the perfon or perfons fo conviéted,
are to be whipt, pilloried, confined in goal not exceed-
ing three years; and forfeit all his, her, or their eftates,
real and perlonal, to this territory.—The conftitution
{ays that excellive fines fhall not be impofed, nor cruel
and unufual punithments inflicted—It fays moreover,
that none of thele offences fhall work corruption of
blood, or forfeiture of eftate, longer than during the
lite of the perfon convifted, and that in the cafe of
treafon alone.—1Is not this then a flagrant breach of the
federal conftitution? 1s it not a manifeft affumption of
power, (independent of the alt of framing laws,) and
1s 1t not an infuperable argument, that the leflening of
fines and penalties in favor of the citizen, are not the
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leading features of your legiflative labours?—though if
evils attually exifted, which made 1t necellary to over-
{tep the conftitutionin order to provide a remedy, and
prevent their growth and continuance, they were en-
tirely unknown to us: for we had known this country
when we were more than twelve months without the bene-
fit of laws of any fort, and notwithitanding we had been
divided by the defigning {chemes of foreign incen-
diaries, the general flock of virtue was fufhicient to
preferve peace, and awe the vicious ; for crimes were
not more frequent then, than they are at prefent—and
if this fatt is admitted (for it cannot be denied) it af-
fords a hint to legiflative bodies, that merits their deep-
eft attention,

You have aflerted gentlemen, that we wifh you to
delegate a power of making laws to others, which we
deny to exift in your{elves: but, as this is a fpecies of
logic adapted only to the exigencies of the cafe, we
would beg leave to deny the pofition—the att of
making laws without the neceflary qualifications for fo
doing, is greatly different from that of forming tempo-
rary regulations—there 1s {carcely any analogy in the
cafes—the one is an aflumption of power for doubtful
purpofes—The other was only a temporary compatt em-
bracing (as we thought) the various interefts of the
countiy—The one has a tendency to generate diftruft
and enmity between the magiftrate and the people—the
other was calculated (in our oppinion) to harmonife
and reftore the broken relations of the community—
and whether it was an attempt to miflead you from the
plain path of your duty, asyou evidently infinuate, isa
matter we leave with time and our fuperiors to deter-
miiic.

But proceeding to what is more certain, you [ay, that -
you have certainly a power to repeal laws of your own
making or adopting; this will be admitted in its fulleft
fatitude—and the att of Congrefs which gives the Terri-
torial Legiflature the power of repealing, is an unde-
niable evidence that they have not the power of making
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new laws : for had they the power of making, the aét which
provides the power of repealing, would be a nullity ; for
the framing and repealing powers are neceflarily infe-
parable, and this rule has a univerfal application to all
legiflative bodies, whether delegated or affumed.

And that you may exercife the repealing powers,
and every legitimate power of the government in a
manner {uitable to the circumftances of this country,
and the general interefts of our nation, is the un-
feigned wifh of this committee,

| (S1eNED.)
Cato Wefl, Ebenezer Smaith,
Wailliam Erwin, Fofeph Caluit,
Thomas Calvat, Felix Hughes,
Samuel Gibfon, Gerard Brandon,
Fohn Bolls, N. Hunter,

A true copy,

Cato Weft, Chairman of the Commuttee.
Odlober 214t, 1799.
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Fxtradls from the feveral prefen*ments of the

Grand Juries at the opening of our Courts
in the Mifliffippi Turltory

At a Court of General Quarter Seffio ém for the cbu:zty
of Adams, on the fixth day of _7zm€, 179G.

N

W E, the Grand Jury for the county aforefaid,
prefent, That w hereas a law dire@ing the manner
in which money fhall be raifed and levied, to defray
the charges which may arife within the feveral
counties, is, in feveral inftances, opprefiive, and may
be attended with the moft banetul eftects; we con-
fider it as an impofition upon the good people of
this territory—and proteft again{t the {ame. '

We, the Grand Jury aforefaid, confider it a griev-
ance, that a law fhould be paffed to levy a tax on
the county of Adams previous to a cenfus of the
people being taken—we prefent as a grievance that
the amount of the fums, propofed to be levied, thould
be vefted in the Governor and one Judge alone.

We prc,fent as a grievance, that money fhould be
levied for the purpofe of repairing roads and bridges,
which can be more eafily effeGted, and lefs burthen-
fome, by the manuel labor of the inhabitants and
negroes, as was the cuftom heretofore practifed.

We prefent as a grievance, that any Sheriff of this
territory be vefted with power (according to the
8th. fection of a law pafled to levy a tax, for de-
fraying the expences of the fame in each county,)
to commit any citizen of this territory to the coms
mon goal, without fufficient proof of his or their

default, and without a complaint, warrant or com-
mitment.

We

4_______—



We prefent as a grievance, that any one perfon
thould be vefted with the fole power of contraling,
on his own terms, for the gre&mcr of the public
buildings in this territory—and, that proper per-
fons be not appointed as commifiioners to examine

their accounts and infpect the faid buildings, during
the time of their ereftion, on failure of which great

frauds may be committed, to the manifeit injury of
the good people of this territory.

~ We prelent as a great and enormous gricvance,
the operation of a law which pl"Ohlbltb many of
our good citizens from removing their flaves out
of the Spanith dominions, and we conceive an ex-
ception in that cafe ought to be provided.

We prefent as a grievance, that we have not even
the opportunity of being advifed with in matters
which refpe€t our own immediate concerns and
welfare—a privilege always enjoyed heretofore un-
der a defpotic government; and as guardians of the
people, we totally diiapprove of the unexampled,
oppreflive and enormous fces, demanded by the
law for hcpnces, &c. which ‘urpaﬂ'es any thmg ever
yet heard of. At the fame time, we think it a duty
incumbent on us to acknowledge our loyalty and
attachment to government, with zeal and firmnefs,
| declarmg our d\,tammed refolution, to fupport and

defend it with our lives and fortunes. |

An z'eﬂzmon} whereof we have hereunto fub-
Jeribed our names.

| SUTTON BANI&S, Foreman, Davip FERGUSON,

- JAMES STEWART, - ANTHONY GRASS,
ApamM BENGAMAN, Ricuarp King,

- JAMES STEWART, Jesse CARTER,
H:znry HuNTER, = BenjaMIN FARRAR,
WirLLiaM CONNER, TromAas LOVELACE,

Josepr CALVIT,

JOHN FOSTER, |
CHARLES SURGLTT,

Joun BowLLs,
PaTrick FoLiA.
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Extra&s from the prefentments of the Coun-
ty of Pickering, held on the 17th. of June

1799

W E prefent as a grievance, that {o refpectable
and numerous a body of people as inhabits the

Mifhiffippi Terntory, are ailowed 1 no fhape or
form to interfere i their own government; In con-

{equence of which, our population is rapidly de-

~creafing and our inhabitants moving oft to the

Spantth dominions.

We prefent as a Qlievance, that the Governor
and Judges fhould affume to themfelves the power
of making lawe, whereas the ordinance of Cons
erels of the I’hh. of July 1787, impowers them
only to adopt faws aiready made, in the original
{tates, beft fuited to the circumfitances of the coun-

try.

We prefent as a grievance, that the Governor
and Judges fhould alcertain the fum propofed to
be levied on the county, or that any tax fhould

be layed on the county, prevxous to a ‘cenfus of the
people being taken.

We prefent as a greivance, from the late and
impolitic appointments of officers, civil, and mili-
tary, all confidence appears to be deﬂroyed be-
tween them and the people.

We preient as a grena ce, that perfons, well
known to be hackneyed in Spanith duplicity and
drudgery, fhould be nominated to pofts of profit,
honor, and truft, and we have reafons to believe
are the Governor’s greateft confidants.

We cannot conclude our declarations without
imploring the Divine affitance on the arms, and

{uperintendance on the meafures, of Congrefs;—
and
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and may they be fo fincerely inclined to do us jul-
ticeand permit us to be inrolled under the en-
dearing ' appellation of fellow citizens;—as we are
ftrenuouily refolved to merit and fupport the cha-
ralter of good Americans. '

. (Signed)
| Carto WesT, Foreman.

GErorceE SULSER, .

James TruLy,

ParkeErR CARRADINE,

RoBi:rT THROGMERT,

ALEXANDER MONGOMERY,

T. M. GrREEN, |

Frrix HucHEs,

Jess: HARPER,

‘RoBerT MILLER,

ToomAs WHITE,

GiBsoN CLARK,

EBENEZER SMITH,

MaTTHEW TURNAN,

THOoMAS CALVIT.

As the above prefentments were made prior to
the formation of the committee, they not only
‘evince the neceflity of fuch a conven ton; but they at-
ford an undeniable evidence that the change in the
_government, prayed for in the petition of the com.-
mittee, are confiftent with the wifhes of the peo-
ple, effential to their happinefs and welfare, and
truely congenial to the belt interefts of the general

community.

N. HUNTER,
Agent of the Miffiffippi Territory.
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gefts of the United States were bleeding at evety
pore) now enjoying exclufive privileges in the go-
vernment, with monopolies of the moft important
and interefting appeointments, while thole who put
all to rifk at the nod of the commiflioner (in order
to fupport his {uit, and enforce the execution of the
treaty) are fuipected and held in a grade, little bet-
ter than a conquered people.

The citizens of this country have felt in practice
what others have only known in theory, and when
-a profpect opened for an union with our mother
ftates, which we had long expefted, we were de-
termined not to lofe fight of the objett; and this
‘pofition fairly digefted, accounts at once for our
ardor upon former occafions, and our folicitude
upon all conftitutional queftions. To men who are
determined to abide the fate of their government,
be it good or 1ll, thele things are not unimportant,
for we declare to the world that were it threatened
with any public difafter, either of foreign or do-
meftic origin, we would rufth forward under all the
difadvantages we complain of, to repel the intru-
fion—and our addrefles, number I. and Il. accom-
panying this petition, applics with the ftrongeft ana-
logy to thefe principles. S

Your peti?oners beg leave to oblerve that we have
no hopes oif feeing a militia capable of effettual
operation for the {ervice of their country, upon the
unprecedented plan of the Executive.

\

The officers were appointed in groups and fre-
quently detached from their companies; many of
whom were {carcely known to the Men they were
deftined to command; and when we take into view
the perfons from whom the Governor derived his
information of charalters, the confequences are
too palpable to.need a further detail. |

That
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‘That the Governor had a right to appoint and
commiflion the officers, was readily admitted; buot
as he muft have information from fome quarter, :t
was a general opinion, that recommendations for
oficers of corps, would appear as proper, fup-
ported by the fignatures of fixty-four rank and
file, as from two or three perfons, who never were
recognized as Americans until they received ap-
pointments.

And the people fortified with that pride which
never fails. to animate the breaft of integrity, would
view it as a lefs evil, to depend for a moment on
the general ftock of fociety for fupport, than to
fubmit without difcuffion, to coercive precedents,
fo utterly f{ubverfive of the liberty of the citizen,
and fo fatal to the reputation of a goyernment
founded upon a national affociation for the general
good of the community. And may this national
monument of human wifdom never be made {ub-
{ervient to the vanity, the petulance, or ambition
of individuals.

The Governor’s letter of the 2oth. of Decem-
ber 1798, to the Secretary of State, does us much
wrong. In 1t, we are reprefented as being foured
with the gencral government on account of their
Inattention to us. But we are qualified to fay, that
his information was extremely incorreét. We bave
long confidered that government as our only and
ultimate refource. And we conceive it has done
a.ll it could do for us, confiftent with a due atten-
tion to greater and more important concerns. It is
not with the government we are foured; it is with

caprice, oppreflion, and intrigue; and a previous

experience of its effects, have taught us to guard
againit its approaches. Upon his Excellency’s ar-
rival in this country, we had the higheft hopes of
his adminiftration; we thought him capable of

{oaring
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foaring above the polluted atmofphere that fur-
rounded him. And that every atom of public vir-.
tue would foon gravitate to its center, and find a
certain ‘and fecure alylum.in the efhciency and
promptitude of his refources! but unfortenately
our conjectures have not yet been realized. '

Your petitioners beg leave to remark, that the
meafure of this covernment in framing and enalt-
ing laws, in dire® violation of the ordinance of
1787, excited confiderable alarm, but when 1t was
found that we were to be taxed at the will of thole,
who had no concern in the operation of the act,
and that no regard was paid to the confhitution it-
felt, our affairs began to wear a more {erious ai-

pett.

Under thefe impreflions the Committee was
formed and inftruéted to proceed in a regular and
conftitutional manner for redrefs, and our addrefies,
No. i and 2, before mentioned, were accordingly
prefented to the Governor; but no diret an{wers
have been received.

Your petitioners beg leave to remind your ho-
norable body, that many of the citizens of this
Territory have fought and bled in the caufe of
America; a caufe which had for its origin, the
ufurped power of Britain, to compel Americans to
obey laws and pay taxes which had not their own
conlent. And the triumph of America has efta-
blifhed the following fundamental maxims in Ame-
rican politicks, viz. That it is the birth right of
every citizen to have a voice by himfelf or his re-
prefentative in the framing of laws and impofing
of taxes. The late Honorable Congrefs has com-
poled for us a form of Government in which not
even a fhadow of this precious privilege is retain-
ed in its firft grade; the executive, legiflative,
and judicial authorities, fo carefully feparated and

limited

-t
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fimited by the conflitutions of the elder States,.are
here mingled together in the hands of three or four
individuals, who have but a partial intereft 1n the
laws which have been made; for, except the Judge
who has been long an inhabitant of the country,
none of the officers appear to have the qualificati-
ons, diretted and prefcribed by the wildom of the
ordinance, 1n order to blend their intereft with that
of the permanent citizen. No lands in their own
proper right are {xeld by them.

Judge Tilton {:ame to this country and remain-
ed only until a dode of laws could be framed, m
the operation of which he had no concern what-
ever; he then left us, we prefume, to return no
more. Judge M<¢Guire, after a few months refi-
dence here, is about to return to the ftate of Vir-
ginia, and he being the only Judge of any confi-
derable law knowledge, which has been appointed
for this Territory, our fituation will be pitiable in-
deed. But in the amgle variety of your re{ources,
we have not a doubt but you wiil find a fuflicient
and effectual remedy. ‘

Your petitioners would further remark, that the
Judges and Governor being jultly reftrained by the
ordinance from making new laws, having only the
power to adopt; and that {mall internal taxes, how-
ever necefiary, cannot be drawn from the pockets
of the people without their confent, unlefs a pre-
cedent or example thereof can be found in the
State Codes.

This wife and conftitutional limitation of power
is neverthelefs pregnant with local difadvantages,
fmall internal taxes are abfolutely neceflary. In
order to obviate thefe inconveniences, to extend
the fundamental principles of civil liberty, to de-
feat foreign collufion, and to draw to the falient

point of the conftitution and government of the
“ United




i)
United States every congenial particle that exifts in
the country; we think ourfelves juftified in pray-

ing for an amelioration of our prefent political fyl-
tem, {uitable to the magnitude and expediency of

the object.

We therefore pray, that the Honorable Con-
grefs will be pleafed to take our fituation into fe-
rious confideration, and that they will enact, that
the ordinance of 1787, in its fecond gra @, may
immediately operate in this 'Ierritory with fuch
amendments and modifications as the wifdom of
your Honorable Body may judge proper and fifita-
ble to our remote and fingular fituation.

It is for thefe precious privileges, that we have
fought under your banners; and fhall the Congrefs
of the United States refufe to their children, the
fame meafure of liberty and rights which, by force,
we have contributed to wreft from Britain?

- The prefumption is, they will not.

Natches, O&ober 2d. 1709,

(Signed)

Cato Wesr, N. HuNTER,
SAMUEL GIBsoN, Jou~N BowLLs,
WirLriam Erwing, EBENEZ:irR SMmiTH,
TroMAs CaLvIT, Joszpa CaLvir,
HucH Davis, GERARD BRA\IDON,,
FeLix HucHEs, EBeNezErR Davron,

Davip GREENLEAFE, THoMAs M. GREEN,
FraNcis SMiTH.

[ certify the above to be a true C’opy of the original.

N.HUNTER,
Agent of the Mi iliffippi Territory.
}anuary 1oth. 1800.




%)

e N -
@'Wm&eﬂ%ﬁmﬁﬂ R R N "f;,tj

THE underfigred, a General Committee regu- -
larly chofen by the inhabitants of the Mifliffippi
Territory, in the feveral old diftrills of the lame,
for the purpofe of feeking (by the conftitutional
mode of petition) a redrefs of the grievances

which opprefs this country.

The Committee having drawn up and fiened two
petitions of this date to be laid before ¢ ongrefs, one
for a confirmation of the rights of our Lmds &Ke.
the other againit the Oppreﬁlve and 1mproper mea-
fures of the Territorial Government, and praying
for a legiflative Aflembly, do, agreeably to our in-
ftructions for tran{mitting the fame to the feat of
the Federal Government, by a {pecial Agent or
Agents, hereby nominate and 'mnomt our fellow
Citizen Narfworthy Hunter our faid Agent (diftin-
‘guifhed for his zeal to the welfare of this C ountry,
and his firm attachment to the United States,) to
convey and lay before Congrefs the aforefaid peti-
tions intrufted to him, in full confidence that he
will to the utmott of his power and abilities execute
the important truft repofed in him by his country,
and he 1s authorifed by this committee, to make {fuch
explanations and further reprefentations to the Gen-
eral Government, on behalf of this country, as he
may find neceﬁhry and proper during his continu-

ance at the feat of that Government as Agent for
this
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this Territory, and we pray the Honorable Con-
grefs to give full credence to what he may reprefent
or {ay in our behalf.

Natches, October 2d. 1799.

CaTo WesT.
GErRARD BrRANDON.
HucHa Davis.
EBENEZER SMITH.
Samurer. H. GiBsoN.
Joun FosTEeRr.
WiLLiam ErwiNeG.
Josepa CaLvrT.
JouN BoLws.
THOMAS CALVIT.
FerLix HucHEs.
TaoMmas M. GREEN.
EBenezER DavyTON.
Francis SMITH.

DaviD GREENLEAFE,



V' PETITION
A0 WEST

AND OTHERS,

IN BEHALF OF THEMSELVES AND THE OTHER
INHABITANTS OF THE

|| MISSISSIPPI TERRITORY.

WITH THE DOCUMENTS

T ol . i gl

Accompanying the {ame.
] e e N R i

_ 13th January, 1800.
© Referred to

MRr. CLAIBORNE,
8 MRr. GriswoOLD,

[’ Mgr. HENDERSON,
M=r. NorT, and
} MRr. BARTLETT.

¥ _[Publiﬂzedﬂby order of the H;)ufe of Reprefentatives ]
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