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69. DOCUMENT ON VINEYARD TAXES

Inv. 39 6.5xca. 135¢cm Petra?
Field No. XXIj bottom margin 29 cm 6th c.
Glass Plate 142

Plates CXXIV-CXXV

The document was written transversa charta against the fibers. The end of the roll was left blank, forming
a very large bottom margin. In the beginning, the number of missing layers is unknown. Fragments labeled Ja
and Jb can be joined, giving together 6.5 cm of text with no margins. As the Petra papyri were usually 26-29 cm
wide (see P. Petra 111, p. 2), the preserved part represents around a quarter of a line (perhaps the third quarter,
see I. 32 comm.). The rest of the fragments are too meager to be located. In the transcript, only the fragments
offering recognizable words are assigned line numbers, but the probable amount of missing lines is given. There
may be different hands, but, as the fragments are so small, the changes are hard to identify.

The exact nature of the document is not clear. It deals with a vineyard plot (l. 4), mentioning “the most
honorable Sabinos” and, possibly in connection with him, “the ownership” (1l. 10—11). There are also references
to full payments (1. 8, 22), apparently over several years (1. 15, 23), to indictions (ll. 31, 32), and to the fiscal
unit of Petra (1. 16). Hence, this document might be another example of tax receipts like 7-10, 20, 32—35, 37, and
45-47, where a change of property ownership has not yet been registered and the taxes have been paid by the
new owner to the former one, who in his turn has paid them to the city. Sabinos may have been the new owner
and the document drawn as a unilateral agreement by the individual behind the first person singular appearing
in 1. 13. The date appears in the end (see 1. 32 comm.), with the year of the Arabian era ending with six, but,
as the following indiction year is missing, the document cannot be dated with any accuracy. Judging from the
overall range of the Petra papyri, it no doubt derives from the sixth century.

1
traces of 1 line alVv
3 lines missing
traces of 1 line a2v
2 lines missing
traces of 1 line a3V
1 1]ob Zadakabov k[dctpov? .. . the [garrison] of Sadaqa? . . . bl+a3V
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2 ]ce mpotep[ ... earlier? . .. aupl5



234

10
11

12
13
14
15

16
17
18

19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

THE PETRA PAPYRI V

traces of 1 line
] TOv gipnuévov & [
1 line missing
traces of 2 lines
1 line missing

100 kal Oe [

A [ ] peta move[oc avtod dikaiov? . . .

traces of 1 line
Jo éy8oo . [

traces of 8 lines
glic OAOKANpoV [

traces of 1 line

1. [dpdvovn [
evdoky(d)t(atov) Cofivio]v [
de]cmotiov Ecygl
traces of 1 line

1...avou [
1. dwedegapmy [
1. Moy [
V]TEP EVIaTOV OK[TD
traces of 2 lines

] €€ opddoc Teg[tpdv
d]psirovtoc [
Jkatov kab’ Ekafcta
traces of 1 line
1.. a0t@v 10V [
KAnpovdpov]c " kol * draddyove [
Jactov avtod [
traces of 1 line
] kol TAnpo[dv
v 0kt0 pévew [
1.ve devtépav 7]
petjado [
ooy
], eddoku(@)Ol
Jurte mpoc to[ve

traces of 2 lines

traces of 1 line

1 line missing

.the said . ..

. [plot] of vine-bearing land . . .

with [its] every [right]? . ..

.eighth . ..

. totally . . .

. time . . .
. the most honorable Sabinos . . .
. attained the ownership . . .

. for eight years . . .

. from the fiscal unit of Petra . . .
.owing . . .
. 1In each case . . .

. [heirs] and successors . . .

.and fulfill . . .
. eight, to stay . . .
.second . ..

.. between . . .
. SUCCESSOrs . . .
. most honorable . . .
. nor against the . . .
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30 1.yopac [ alo2
traces of 1 line
31 gnJwvepéeeoc K[ ... indiction . . . as

traces of 1 line

blank for 1 line

32 ] £ktov, vd(ktiwvoc) [ ... -sixth [year], [ x ] indiction . . . a6
rest blank a7-18

1 Zadaxobov 10 sﬁﬁo]mﬁ) Pap. 11 decmotelov 23 dxtod 27 81’)80K1ﬁ) Pap. 31 émvepficenc 32 ivd,)

COMMENTARY

1 t]od Zadaxabov k[dctpov?: a possible reading, but the dotted letters are very uncertain, and ko6 allows for many other
interpretations.

6 Ta [ ] peta mavt[oc avtod dikaiov: possibly dume]iuc[ov]; cf. 1. 4.

7 Jo &ydoo [ as this cannot refer to a feminine noun, it cannot denote the eighth indiction. If the ordinal number gives a fraction,
as is often the case in tax receipts, the neuter article t]0 would be surprising, because 1/8 could hardly be the first fraction. We may
have here the genitive -t]ov 0yddov with the upsilons written above the omikrons, as is often the case in this document (possibly
tetdpt]ov as in 7 3). The fragment’s right side is damaged and probably contains several layers.

8 g]ic OAOKAnpov [: this expression is found in a fragmentary context in 2 214, 488, while, in 22 93, 6AdKAnpov menAnp[@cOHor might
be supplemented with &ic at the end of the preceding line (as also in the restored phrase in 22 56). The phrase is often found in the
longer form &ic mAfipec kol eic OASKAnpov, e.g., P. Grenf. I 65.2-3 (6/7th c.).

9 1. [x]pévov n_ [: we could have here the phrase dnd tfic (ordinal number) véwtiovoc glc v €ne dravta ypdvov, which is
common in Petra, especially in the tax receipts.

10 eddo]ky(d)t(atov) Cofivio]v: the same title in 1. 27 probably refers to the same person. Several men named Sabinos are attested
in Petra (see Index V), but no other has the honorific eddoxipdratoc. In 42 (582-93) and 61 (570-600), there appears a clergyman
Sabinos. In view of the words preserved in lines 8—11, it is likely that Sabinos was the vineyard’s new owner.

121 oavov [: this may be a name; ‘Pouavod is possible, ‘OBodiovod certainly not.

13 ] Swede&duny [: dwadéyopar is used in the sense “receive from another,” and esp. of an office, “succeed.” Cf. P. Ness. 111 31.24,
v @ d1edééato 6 adtoc Biktop APveiuty ABSadyov, where Victor acquires a part of a dry garden from the previous owner. The verb
is not attested elsewhere in the Petra papyri. Instead, we find the verbs vmedeEdunv (32 6, signature of an official, for money), and
kotede&duny (42 70, signature of the bride, for dowry).

15 O]nep éviavtdv Ok[t®: the phrase Dnep &viantdv is not attested in papyri, but dnép Etwv appears in connection with tax payments
in BGU III 820.5-6 (192/93) and P. Stras. I 8.15 (272-76). The number eight recurs in 1. 23 (and cf. the ordinal in 1. 7).

16 ] §€ 6pddoc Ie[tpdv: for the term Opdc, attested in the papyri only in Nessana and Petra, see P. Petra I, p. 74, 3 5 comm., 36 48—49
comm. Here, it apparently means the ensemble of the community as a fiscal unit.

17 d]eethovtoc [: cf. 35 20-24 oporo[yd meminpdcdod]. . . . . 10 0Qed[pevov.
18 Jxoatov ka® &kafcto: kad €acta appears in 9 14 in connection with the transfer of taxation for a certain amount of iugera

expressed in fractions (cf. also 31 78, 189). We might well restore here, too, a fraction ending with dg]kdtov, in which case it could
refer to the same series of fractions as 1. 7.
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21 Jactov avtod [: could be read, e.g., as £k]dctov adTod [ or Jac Tod avtod [.

22 ] xai minpo[dv: cf. 18 29, 35, 52, 64, 74, mowelv xai mAnpolv, after verbs of agreeing or swearing.
23 v 0xt0 péve [: perhaps a reference to the dues of eight years, cf. 1. 15.

28 | whte mpoc to[de: this may be a promise to avoid causing any trouble, as, e.g., in P. Lond. V 1731.24, ¢ fic opoloy®d pniét
undévo. Adyov Exev Tpoc & prte TPOC TOVC PETO c& KAnpovdpove.

29 1 Xéyove  [: could be read also as ] Adyov & [.

30 ] yopac  [: maybe dyopdcar or dyopact[-. However, according to the conservator, the traces visible at the fragment’s left end
occur on a separate piece that was on top of this layer.

32 ] &xtov, ivd(wtiovoc) [: the date was written at the end of the document after a vacant line; the rest of the roll (ca. 29 cm) is
blank. The date was apparently of the type &ypden unvi (Macedonian month) tod (¥tovc) (year of the Arabian era), vd(iktiwvoc)
(ordinal number), found in the tax receipts 7 5, 8 10, 9 5-6, 20 7-8, 32 4 (with Roman month), 34 34,35 16-17, 37 46-47,45 11-13,
46 11-12, 47 12. If this was the case and the date began the line after the vacant lines above, it would have required space for at least
sixteen letters before €ktov, assuming the abbreviation pn(vi) with the eta above the mu, a short Macedonian month like Ale or Adw,
and the hundreds and tens written with letter symbols, as is often the case in these receipts. If unvi had not been abbreviated and the
Macedonian month had been longer, the required space would have been bigger. This means that, before the preserved 6.5 cm of text,
generally with 810 letters, there would most probably have been twice as much text missing from the beginning of the lines and
another 6.5 cm from the end of the lines. The year of the Arabian era ending with “sixth” corresponds to Julian years ending with
“first/second” (i.e., A.D. 571/5?2), but, as the year of the indiction is not preserved, we cannot determine the decade.

M. Kamio, M. LEHTINEN
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