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“Polyrhythmia of the smellwalk: mapping
multi-scalar temporalities”



Practice + theory + analysis
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A mapping is not a map. Mapping the walking,
mapping the mapping of the walking.

A mapping of the walking, in which the accompanying

text is mapping the mapping of the walking — “a knitting

together of abstraction and experience” (Gerlach, 2017)
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"Everywhere where there is interaction
between a place, a time, and an expenditure

of energy, there is a rhythm”
(Lefebvre 2004, p. 25)
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‘We have at least five senses. By and large we use only one...

missing out on 80% of the available information about the

world... If we only perceive 20% of something, we're unlikely

to be able to relate appropriately to it.’
Foster, C (2016)



/potential future:
humans foreground alternative ways of knowing




/conceptual
framework



/smellscape: spatial

the smellscape is the a term used to describe the odour landscape

that surrounds us... “smells may be spatially ordered or place-

related”* for a single person

“the smellscape is a spatial construct that exists for one person at a

moment in time"**... therefore it has a limited temporal dimension?

*Porteous, J.D. (1985) ** Henshaw, V (2014)



/smellscape: temporal

Smells are both airborne and embedded in surfaces, residing
within the materiality of built structures and the natural world,

as such the smellscape has both
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/smellscape: as exterior to self & contextualised
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“Smells are whimsical creatures. As
errant hitchhikers of rides on air currents
they appear to defy being tied to a
location yet our nuanced perception of
olfactory knowledge is often linked with
place.” (McLean 2016 in LAF)

inkythinking.com (2015)


http://inkythinking.com
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/dressage in the field: 3 movements to “smell re-engagement”




/smell catching




/smell hunting
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/smellwalk
mapping #1:
smell locating
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“Eurgpean Square

® 0 mapping the mapping_Jan 6_2017.txt — Edited -

Where to position ‘smells’ on the route..
What size?

Dealing with wind..

Kiev River Port

-----------------------

for location identification. For example, “Confectioner sugar hot
dog water” (Monty @1) as the first smell note is directly

Volodymyrskyi descent

--------------------------

walk. The layers of walking happened consecutively with individuals :
all starting at a single point and following a similar route i e
although meanderings and individual variations are a part of
“following your nose”.

Maidan



01 Confectioner sugar and hot dog water
01 Cheap food and coffee 01 Qil frying
(Balfy metro) 01 Fast-food 01 Humidity
fresh dampness 01 Flower, bakery, food
01 Cigarette's smoke 02 Perfume 03
Parfum, especially near entrance 03 Smth
sweet like doughnuts 04 Smell of cheap
plastic souvenirs which not interesting to

touch 02 Rotten egg and mayo
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/smellwalk
mapping #2:
human R smell
trajectories



TextEdit File Edit Format View Window Help $E ) =

A mapping is not a map. Mapping the walking, DTN - opacy: KM > svie: Ml DocumentSetp | | preferences
mapping the mapping of the walking.

Preview)

® ©® smelinotes_consolidated_Kyiv201... — Edited ~
#1 Confectioner sugar hot dog water « Rotten egg and

...........

steel concrete, wire insulation * O0ld building -
stale air, rusty iron * Vendor building - charcoal,

........................

-----------

Pipes underground ¢ Perfume * Woollen *« Fungus (near
river) + Wild grape leaves * Rosemary * Salo (meat
dept.)

#3 Cigarette's smoke * Scent of women perfumes ¢
which not interesting to touch * Cold damp stones,
like in cold damp cave * Fuel, diesel * Spring which
is so far away * Wooden smoke * Grilled meat « Glue

and paints * Fuel and old car, wheels near bus -+ / 5.. 3 ®
Food ¢ Hot oil when fry +« Wet metal * Food * Grilled /i : O\
meat + Jacket potatoes « Grilled mushrooms < Damp 1 "‘ *
fur of animals « Smth unclean and damp like floor - } : .'. ) 3 S ‘
Fresh strawberries ¢ Berries ¢ Dried summer herbs ¢ 7 R, P AR N s x *
Tasty smell of cabbage, pickles with adding of ‘ "
vinaigre * Smth cheap, cold with no desire to touch / * - D
only pass as fast as can . \

‘ — 9
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A Winter Smellwalk in

Kyiv / KuiB .




/smellwalk
mapping #3:
taking a line from
its walk
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| ® 0 ~ mapping the mapping_Jan 6_2017.txt — Edited ~

Stops, silences, blanks, resumptions, intervals - Lefebvre p.86
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/smellwalk
mapping #3:
patterns of

olfactory
co-existence






Rhythms of similarity




/smellwalk
mapping #4:
multiple rhythms
of smell walking
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Pulses of initial smell intensity relative to position along time-length of smellwalk
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Maidan Nezalezhnosti Yevropeys’ka Ploscha, Volodymyrs’kyi Descent

Poshtova Ploscha Naberezhno-Khreshachatyts'ka Street Kontraktova Square
(Independence Square) (European Square)

(Poshtova Square)

SMELL CATCHING: Passive reception of smell data. Foreground olfactory knowledge. Note a name and intensity of the smell.

SMELL HUNTING: Active search for smell data. Make use of other senses to decide where to sniff. Note smell name and intensity. INDEPENDENT SMELL RES

Rhythm of smell detection & overall pace of the smellwalk \/ — \/\/\/




On December 25th, 2016 a group of 13 people smellwalked
Kyiv for two, frozen, hours.

Time: 1300h - 1500h
Temperature: High 1°C

Wind: W - 8.7mph

Dnieper River

Kontraktova Square

Poshtova Ploscha
(Poshtova Square)

A Winter Smellwalk in

Kyiv / KuiB

Yevropeys'ka Ploscha,
(Buropean Square)

of the i ing that future ger
‘will foreground alternative sensory modalities as ways of
knowing, this work treats smells as affordances of visual
perception, equally facts of the environment and of human
behaviour. This work is a of 1
along a route of woven, olfactory trails.

Maidan Nezalezhnosti
(Independence Square)

[t maps the smellwalk, which started at Maidan, and
includes an expanded view of 7 individual trails showing smell
sources and projected smell shapes in the light, westerly winter
‘wind. Each of the 7 smellwalkers is represented by a colour
indicative to them of the Kyiv smellscape. Every smell that
appears is listed in the outer ring of the map.

Below marks the cumulative pulse points of smell detection along
the route as it unfolds in space, time, and mode of smelling.
Concentrations occur in confined spaces and at stopping points.

Pulses of smell relative to position along time-length of entire smellwalk

Maidan Nezalezhnosti Yevropeys'ka Ploscha Volodymyrskyi Descent Poshtova Ploscha, Naberezhno-Khreshachatyts'ka Street
(Independence Square) (Buropean Square) (Poshtova Square)

|
Method ! SMELL CATCHING: Passive reception of smell data. Foreground olfactory knowledge. Note a name and intensity of the smell.

|
‘Walk pace |

Sniffrhythm '~




for listening to “Polyrhythmia of the smellwalk:
mapping multi-scalar temporalities”

sensory maps.com | @katemclean | #smellmap #smellwalk
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