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R.EPORT OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 

- DECLARATION-

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

FORTY-FOURTH ANNUA L CONVENTION 

ASBURY PARK AND OCEAN GROVE. N . J. 

J ULY 3 -7 , 1905. 



NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

ASBURY PARK AND OCEAN GROVE, N. J., JULY 7, 1905. 

DECLARATION 

The National Educational Association, now holding its forty­
fourth Annual Convention in Asbury Park and Ocean Grove, and 
representing the teachers and friends of education thruou t the country, 
makes the following declaration of principles: 

l. T he Bureau of Education continues to render invaluable 
service to the na tion. It is the judgment of the Association that the 
powers of the Bur eau should be enlarged and that liberal appropria ­
tions should be made to it by Congress in order to enable it to widen 
its usefulness . 

2. T he National Educational Association notes with appro val 
that the quali fications demanded of teachers in the public schools, 
and especially in city public schools, are increasing annually, and par ­
ticularly that in many localities special preparation is demanded of 
teachers. The idea that any one with a fair education can teach 
school is gradually giving way to the correct notion that teachers 
must make special preparation for the vocation of teaching. Th e 
high er standard demanded of teachers must lead logically to higher 
salaries for teachers and constant efforts should be made by all per ­
sons interested in education to secure for teachers adequate compen ­
sation for their worli. 

3. The rapid establishment of township or rural high schools 
is one of the most gratifying evidences of the progress of education . 
We believe that this movement should be encouraged unti l the chil ­
dren of rural communities enjoy the benefits of public education to 
an extent approximating as nearly as practicable the education fur­
nished in urban communities. 

4. The Association heartily approves of the efforts now being 
made to determin e the proper place of industrial education in the pub­
lic schools. We believe that the time is rapidly approaching when 
industrial education should be introduced into all schools and 
should be made to harmonize with the occupations of the community. 
These courses when introduced should include instruction in agri ­
cultural as well as manual training, etc. Wh erever the conditions 
justify their establishment, schools that show the application of the 
branches of knowledge to practical Zif e should be established. 

5. The National Educational Association strongly recommends 
the increasing utilization of urban school buildings for free vacation 

schools and for free evening schools and lecture courses for adults, 
and for children who have been obliged to leave the day schools pre ­
maturely. 

6. It is the duty of the State to provide for the education of every 
child within its borders and to see that all children obtain the rudi­
ments of an education. The constitutional provision that all persons 
must contribute to the support of the public schools logically carries 
with it the implied provision that no persons should be permitted to 
defeat the purposes of the public school law by forcing their childr en 
at an early age to become bread winners. 

7. Th e national government should provide schools for the chil­
dren of all persons living in territory un der the immediate control of 
the government. The attention of Congress is specially directed to 
the need of adequate legislation to provide schools for the children of 
citizens of the United Stat es living on naval reservations. 

8. The Association regrets the revival in some quarters of the 
idea that the common school is a pla ce for teaching nothing but read­
ing, spelling, writing, and ciphering; and takes this occasion to declare 
that the ultimate object of popular education is to teach the children how 
to live righteously, healthily, and happily, and that to accomplish 
this object it is essential that every school inculcate the love of truth, 
justi ce, purity , and beauty through the study of biography, history, 
ethics, na tural history, music, drawing, and manual arts. 

9. The National Educational Association wishes to record its 
approval of the increasing appreciation among educators of the fact 
that the building of character is the real aim of the schools and the ulti ­
mate reason for the expenditure of millions for their maintenance. 
Th ere is in the minds of the children and youth of to-day a tendency 
toward a disregard for constituted authority; a lack of respect for age 
and superior wisdom; a weak appreciation of the demands of duty,· 
a disposition to follow pleasure and interest rather than obligation and 
order. This condition demands the earnes t thought and action of our 
leaders of opinion, and places important obligations upon school au­
thorities. 

10. The National Educational Association wishes to congrat­
ulate the secondary schools and colleges of the country that are making 
the effort to remove the taint of professionalism that has crept into 
student sports. This taint can be removed only by leading students, 
alumni and school faculties to recognize that inter -school games should 
be played for sportsmanship and not merely for victory. 

11. The National Ediicational Association observes with great 



satisfaction the tendency of cities and tow/ls to replace large school com­
mittees or boards, which have exercised thru sub -committees ex ­
ecutive functions , by small boards which determine general policies 
but entrus t all executive functions to salari ed experts. 

12. L ocal taxatio n , supplemented by state taxa tion, pr esents the 
best means for the supp ort of the public schools, and for securing that 
deep interes t in them which is necessary to their greatest etfciency . 
S tate aid should be granted only as supple111,e11tary to local taxation, 
and not as a substitute for it. 

13. We cannot too often repeat that close, intelligent , judicious 
supervision is necessary for all grades of schools. 

14. A free democracy cannot long contin ue without the assist ­
ance of a syst em of state sup ported schools adminstered by agents 
chosen by the peopl e and responsib le to the people for its ideals, its 
conduct , and its resu lts. 

I 
Eliphalet Oram Lyte, of Pe11-11sylva11ia, Chai rman, 
Charles ]. Baxt er, of New J ersey , 
Edwin G. Cooley, of Illi nois, 

Committe Frank B . Cooper, of Washi ngton, 
on Charles D . Mclver, of North Carolina , 

R esolutions l 1\1iss Anna Tolman S mi th, of Di stric t of Columbia, 
lVIiss Ha rrie t Emerson, of Massachusetts, 
0. ]. Kern, of Illinois , . 
Edward ]. Goodwin , of New York , 
William L. Bryan , of Indiana. 
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