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I COMMITTE E 

ON TI-IE REGULATTO N OF 

ATHLETIC SPORTS 

1 9 0 3- 0 4 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

APRIL, 1903 





COMMITTEE ON THE REGULATION OF 
ATHLETI C SPORT S 

FACULTY MEMBERS 

IBA ~ELSON II0LL1S, A.M., L .II .D ., Professor of Engineering, 
CHAIRMAN, 52 Wendell St. 

HORATIO STEVENS "\VrnTE, A .B., LL .D., Professor of German, 
29 Reservoir St. 

A:HCHIBALD CARY COOLIDGE, Ph .D., Assis tant Professor of History, 
Ra ndolph 4 

GRADUATE MEMBERS 

Tn0MAS ~ELSON PERKINS, A.B., 60 State St . , Boston. 
ROLAND ·WILLIAM BOYDEN, A.B., 60 State St., Boston . 
BERTHAM GORDON "\VATERS, A.B ., 23 Court St . , Boston. 

UN DERGRADU ATE MEMBERS 

EDWAHD BOWDITCH, ,Jr., Class of 1903, 
ROGER EHKST, Class of 1903, 
EDWARD BELL K1rnM1HIAAR, Class of 1904 , 

Holworthy 13 
Gannett 1 

Claver ly 12 

IluGI -I BLYJ.'HE, A.B., GRADUATr,; T tmASURER. 

ESTABLISHMENT AND DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE 

The President and :Fellows esta,blished the Committe~ on the 

Regu lat ion of Athlet ic Sports by the follow ing vote, to which the 

Overseers consented : -

" Voted, That th e following be adopted as one of the sta nding 
rul es and orders of the Presi dent and Fe llows and the Board of 
Overseers : -

"A Committ ee for the Reg ulat ion of Athl etic Spor ts shall herea fter 
be annuall y ap pointed and chosen as follow s : thr ee membe rs of th e 
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University Faculties, and three graduates of t.lie College - these six 
to be appointed by the Corporation with the consent of the Overseers; 
and also three undergraduates to be chosen for each College year 
during the first week in June of the preceding College year by the 
majority vote of the following titudents: the Presidents of the 
Senior, ,Junior and Sophomore classes, and a representative from 
each of the following athletic organizations: the Boat Club, the 
Cricket Club, and the Athletic, Base-ball, l~oot-ball, and Tennis 
Associations, who shall be called together for the purpose of 
making this choice by the President of the University. 

"This Committee shall have entire supervision and control of all 
athletic exercises within and without the preeincts of the University, 
subject to the authority of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, as 
defined by the Statutes." 

Under the authority thus conferred the Committee exercises a 
general supervision over the grounds and buildings devoted by the 
University to athletic sports and exercise; over the times and 
places of athletic contests; and over the physical condition of those 
engaged in them. The regulations framed by the Committee forbid 
the employment of unauthorized persons a~ trainers, and ·require 
intercollegiate and other contests to be held at such times and places 
as will cause least interfere nee with study. No person is permitted 
to take part in athletic contests without a physical examination by 
the Director of the Gymnasium, and his pern~ission so to do. No 
person who is not a student of some depa1tment of the University 
in full and regular standing is allowed to take part iu any athletic 
contest or exhibition. The Committee chooses its own officers, and 
appoints a Graduate Treasurer, who exercises supervision over the 
accounts of all athletic organizations using Univei"ity grounds or 
buildings. The Committee makes a report annnally to the Pre~ident 
of the University. 
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BUILDINGS FOR ATHLETIC USES 

Besides the Gymnasium, four other buildings are held, either by 

the University or by Lrustees, for the exclusive use of students of 

the University. 

A substantial building for the use of the Base-ball and oLher 

teams was erected in 1897-98 to the memory of Mr. HENRY ASTOR 

CAREY, in exchange for the building on Holmes Field surrendered 

to the University for purposes of instruction. It has a floor space 

of 7700 square feet. 

The new UNIVERSITY BOAT HOUSE, the gift of the Harvard Club 

of New York City, was built in 1900 for the general use of the 

students. It is situated on Charles River, about half a mile from 

the College, and is at present occupied by regular crews and by 

the Newell Boat Club. It has locker and boat room for about 

500 students. A number of rowing machines and a well equipped 

rowing tank have been placed in the building, for winter work. 

By the gift of Mr. GEOIWE 'IV ALKER 'IVELD, of the Class of 

1860, a second boat house was erected in 1889-90 for the use 

chiefly of students not rowing on regular crews. It is siLuated 

about one third of a mile from the College, and has lockers and 

boat-storage sufficient for tl1e use of 300 students. 

By subscriptions from Alumni the "Locker Building" was 

erected in 1893-94 on Soldier's Field. This building has a capacity 

of 1500 lockers, and contains also large shower-rooms and 

dressing-rooms. 

A Gate Lodge was erected near the entrance to Soldier·s Field 

during the fall of 1899. It contains one large room for the general 

use of students and their friends, and several smaller rooms for 

the use of the attend,int in charge of the athletic grounds. 
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PLAY-GROUNDS 

For out-door exercise, the University and the studen!s them

selves have provided two grounds. 

JARVIS FIELD, a few hundred feet from Holmes Field, is about 

four acres in area, and is used exclusively by tennis players. 

By a gift made to the University in 1890 by Mr. HENRY LEE 

HIGGINSON, of the Class of 1855, the student s are provided with an 

add itional play-ground of twenty acres. This new field, named by 

the donor the SOLDIER'S FIELD, is situated in Allston, at a short 

distance across the Charles River, and is within easy reach of the 

Coll ege Y,trd. It is used for foot-ball and other sports. The 

stud ents hav e erected upon this field seats for fifteen thousand 

persons. Since 1898, the Longfellow Marsh has been enclosed to 

form part of Soldier's Field, and by impro vement of the marsh 

one or two acres have been added to the play-ground every year. 

The total available area will ultimat ely be sixty aeres. 
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REGULATIONS ON ATHLETICS 

ARTICLE I. 

THE COMMITTEE, 

RULE 1. The Committee on the Regulation of Athletic 
Sports (hereinafter called the " Athletic Committee" and "the 
Committee") has entire supervision and control of all athletic 
exercises within and without the precincts of the University, 
subject to the authority of the Facnlty of Arts and Sciences, as 
defined by the Statutes. 

RULE 2. The officers of the Committee are a Chairman and 
a Secretary, elected for one year at the first meeting of the 
Committee. The Committee appoints a Graduate Treasurer, 
who exercises supervision over the accounts of all athletic 
organizations using University grounds or buildings. The 
Committee through its Treasurer has entire control over the 
disposition of the athletic fund. 

RULE 3. The Committee exercises a general supervision 
over the grounds and buildings deYoted by the University to 
athletic sports and exercises. The members of the Committee 
are at any time entitled to admission to every such ground or 
building. 

RULE 4. Stated meetings of the Committee are held during 
the first week of each month of term time ; and special 
meetings are held at the call of the Chairman, and shall be 
called on the written request of two members. Notice of special 
meetings shall be sent two days at least before the time of meet
ing. Four members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 
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RuLE 5. Any student of the University is entitled to present 

at any stated meeting of the Committee a petition the granting 

of which would lie within the jurisdiction of the Committee, and 

to be heard in support thereof . 

ARTICLE II. 

RULES OF ELIGIBILITY.* 

RuLE l. No one shall be allowed to represent Harvard Uni

versity in any public athletic contest, either individually or as a 

member of any team, unless he can satisfy the Committee on 

the Regulation of Athlet ic Sports that he is, and intends to be 

throughout the College year, a bona fide member of the Uni 

versity, taking a full year's work. 

RULE 2. No student on probation can take part in any pub

lic athletic contest. A stude nt who is dropped for neg lect of 

his studies into a lower class shall be debarred from taking 

part in any intercollegiate contests until the end of the next 

academic year, or until he produces from the Faculty satis 

factory evidence that he has made up all the deficiences which 

stand in the way of his restorat ion to his original class. 

RULE 3. A student who is ineligible by reason of proba 

tion, or of deficiency in his studies, sha ll not become eligible 

by transfer to another department of the University until after 

one academic year's residence in that department. 

RULE 4. No one who is not a regular student in the College 

or Scientific School, and no regular student in either of these 

departments who has ever played in any intercollegiate contest 

upon a class or university team of any other college, shall play 

upon a Harvard team until he has resided one academic year at 

the University and passed the annual examinations upon a full 

year's work. 

* Contests with Yale are governed by the rules printed in the agree

ment between the t,vo Universities. See Appendix. 
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RuLE 5. No student shall be allowed to represent Harvard 

University iu any public athletic contest, either individually or 

as a member of any team, who, either before or since entering 

the University, shall have engaged for money in any athletic 

competition, whether for a stake, or a money prize, or a share 

of the entrance fees or admission money ; or who shall have 

taught or engaged in any athletic exercise or sport as a means 

of livelihood; or who shall at any time have received for tak 

ing part in any athletic sport or contest any pecuniary gain or 

emolument whatever, direct or indirect, with the single excep

tion that he may have received from the College organization, 

or from any permanent amateur association of which he was at 

the time a member, th~ amount by which the expenses neces

sarily incurred by him in representing his organization in ath 

letic contests exceeded his ordinary expenses. 

RULE 6. No student, whether he has represented one or 

more col leges, shall take part in interco llegiate contests for more 

than four years. 
In this Rule the term "College" includes: -

1. All instilutions called colleges ancl authorized to confer a 
bachelor's degree which admits to the Sophomore Class of Harvard 

College . 

2. All scientific ancl professiona l schools authorized to confer an 

equivalent degree . 

3. The i\Iilitary Academy at West Point and the Naval Academy 

at Annapolis, etc. 

RULE 7. No student shall take part in any public athletic 

contest without the previous permission of the Director of the 

Gymnasium, based upon such physical examination as may be 

required. 
Violation of this rnle debars a student from all fnrthcr par

tic ipation in public athletic contests, whether confined to stu

dents of the University or not, until be is reinstated by vote of 

the Committee. 
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RuLE 8. No student sba ll become a candidat e for any crew 

unl ess he is able to swim. 

R uu; 9. No one sha ll be a member of a Freshman team or 

crew except one who bas not passed mor e than a year in any 

Un iversity, and is either a memb er of th e Freshman Class of 

th e Academic or Scientific department in his first year of resi

dence, or a first -year spec ial student in one of those dep art

ments. 

Ruu 10. Each st udent shall continue to take par t in th e 

class team or crew of the class with which he originally entered 

th e Un iversity; provided th at any student may be ass igned to 

an oth er class team or crew by sp ecial vot e of th e Comm ittee for 

cau se shown . 

R UL E 11. No st udent sha ll be a member of a Univ ersity 

team in case he owes money for bis shar e of the train ing 

table ex penses of a previou s team. 

R UL E 12. No st udent shall be a member of a class tea m 

unle ss be is elig ible to member ship in the Un iversity t ea ms , 

except in case of the Fr eshman Clas s, fo r which pr ovision is 

made in Ru le 9. 

ARTICLE DI . 

SCHEDULE S AND GAi\IE S. 

R uL1, l. No schedu le of match games, races, or ath let ic ex 

hibi tions, arranged by any ath letic organiz ation, shall take 

effect until it ha s been approved by the Committe e; and no 

gam e shall be play ed unless it has been thu s approved . 

RuLE 2. No matc h games , ra ces, or athl etic exhibitions, 

wheth er confined to st udent s of th e Univer sity or not, sha ll take 

place in Cambridg e except aft er th e last recitation hour on 

Saturday, or afte r four o'clock in the afternoon on other days . 
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RuLE 3 . All match games, races, or ath letic exh ibitions 

outside of Cambridge shall take place upon Saturday, unless 

permiss ion for another day is first obtained from the Committee 

in writ ing . 

RULE 4. No game sha ll be played away from Cambr idge 

during an examination period, if it may cause the absence from 

an examination of any, st udent tak ing part in the game. 

R u LE 5. All contests sha ll take plac e, so far as possible, 

upon College grounds . 

RULE 6. Team practice is not perm itted during the summer. 

ARTICLE JV. 

CAPTAINS AND MANAGERS. 

RULE 1. The Captain of eac h Un iver sity team shall be 

elected at the close of it s season by written ballot . No player 

who did not take part in the most important contest or contests 

of the season sha ll vote. The retir ing Captain shall call and 

preside over the meeting, and none but voters sha ll be present. 

Th e Ath letic Committee sha ll have power to ann ul the elect ion 

of Captain at any time . 

R u LE 2. The Rules govern ing the election of Captains of 

the University teams sha ll also govern the election of Capta ins 

of Class teams, with the following exce ptions; Only those 

players who took part in any Class or Int erco llegiate game as 

m,m1ber of a Class team may vote for Capta in. Th e Captain 

of each Fr eshman team sha ll be elected hy such candidates for 

the team as the Capta in of the Univers ity team may des ignate; 

the Captain of the Un iversity team may, however, appoint a 

temporary Captain. 

R o LE 3 . Th e Coach, Manage r, and Assistant Manager of 

each team sha ll be appo int ed by th e Capta in of t he team, and 

sha ll be approved by the .At hletic Committee. 
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RULE 4. Captains and officers of the various athletic organi
zations will be held responsible for the observance by members 
of their organizations of these rules and of such further regula
tions as may be communicated to them by the Committee. 

The Captain is held especially responsible for the enforce
ment of the regulations as to physical examinations and 
eligibility; and for the decorum of his team while training 
and while taking part in contests. 

RoLE 5. The name of each candidate for a team or crew 
shall be submitted to the Chairman by the Captain before he 
is allowed to take part in any contest. The Captain shall 
not allow a student to take part in a contest unless his name 
has been so submitted during the playing season. 

ROLE 6. The Captain is required, on the day after a match 
or contest, to furnish to the Chairman a list of those who took 
part as members of his team, preferably on the blank form 
supplied by the Committee. In case the contest took place 
out of Cambridge, there shall also be included in the list the 
names of all men who accompanied the team as substitutes. 
[The names should be arranged alphabetically, and initials 
and collegiate standing should be accurately given. By arrange
ment between the Committee and the Recorder, tliis list will 
serve also in place of notice of intended absence and ex
planation of absence required by the Regulations of HarYard 
College ; but no student is thereby released from his responsi
bility to his instrnctors or to any Faculty or Administrative 
Board. Absence from Cambridge is no excuse for delay in 
handing in written work. J 

RoLE 7. Before taking a team out of town ( except on Sat
urday afternoon for that day only), it will be necessary for the 
Captain in each case to obtain a written authorization from 
the Chairman, upon the blank form proYided for the purpose. 
Immediately on his return the Captain must fill out that part of 



13 

the blank showing the time of departure and return, and he 
must send the whole to the Chairman. 

RULE 8. The Manager of each team shall consult the Chair
man before arranging any contests; and shall not arrange any 
contest, except with the team of a college or university, with
out express permission first obtained from the Chairman. 

RULE 9. A student who is not eligible to the University 
teams shall not be admitted to the training table without 
special permission from the Athletic Committee. 

ARTTCLE V. 

THE USE OF THE "H." 

For the sake of uniformity in the use of the "H," the 
following rules are suggested by the Athletic Committee: -

The undergraduate members of the Committee constitute a 
special committee on all uniforms and insignia connected with 

athletic sports. 

RuLE 1. No student shall be allowed to use the letter '' H" 
in such a way as to appear to be a player on a Harvard team 
except in accordance with the following rules. 

RULE 2. Bcise-ball and Foot-ball. -A sweater having the 
"H" shall be issued to every player who bas already played 
in an important game as a member of the University team. 
The Captain of the team in consultation with the Chairman of 
the Athletic Committee shall determine which are the impor

tant games. 

RuLE 3. Crew. -A sweater having the '' H" shall be issued 
to every member of the crew, to the coxswain, and to the sub
stitutes. The "H" shall be kept by all holders of sweaters. 

RuLE 4. Track Athletics. -A sweater having the "H" 
shall be issued to every man on the team who has won a point 
in the lVIott Haven or Dual Games. Every other member of 
the team shall have a sweater with "H. A. A." 
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RULE 5. Hat bands shall be issued to the Managers of the 
teams and to the wearers of the "H." 

RULE 6. In order to distinguish clearly between the dif
ferent teams, the following colors have been adopted:-

Foot-ball 
Base-ball .. 
Crew .... 
Track team. 

Black sweater with red H. 
Red sweater with black H. 
White sweater with red H. 
Red sweater with white H. 

ARTICLE VI. 

GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

HULE 1. No person shall assume the functions of trainer 
or instructor in athletics upon the grounds or within the 
buildings of the University, without authority in writing 
from the Committee; and no trainer or coach shall receive 
any compensation for his services unless regularly appointed 
by the Athletic Committee. 

RuLE 2. Any athletic organization making use of U niver
sity buildings or grounds for match games, races, or athletic 
exhibitions, will be held responsible for the good order of par
ticipants and spectators during the time of occupancy. 

RuLE 3. No candidate for membership in any athletic team 
shall run for exercise on the sidewalk of any public street in 
Cambridge, or in any public place, while scantily clad. 



APPENDIX 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN HARVARD AND YALE, 

DATED MARCH 15, 1903. 

"The two Univers ities herewith enter into an agreement for 
contests in the four main branches of sport, foot-ball, base -ball, 
rowing, and track athletics, under the following conditions, 
the agreement to continue for two years and thereafter to 
continue for successive two-year periods, except upon notice 
to the contrary by properly constituted authorities not less 
than six weeks before the termination of the previous period 
of two years. Agreement to take effect l\Iarch 15, 1903. 
The following rules are to affect all students who enter the 
Universities after the summer of 1903. The eligibility of 
students now in the UniYersit ies shall be determined under the 
rules now in force. 

"Any cases of disagreeme"nt as to the construction or mean
ing of this agreement, and of both the existing rules and the 
rules herewith adopted, shall be referred to an arbitrat ion 
committee of three, consisting of Mr. William A. Meikleham, 
of New York City, a graduate of Columbia Un iversity; Mr. 
R. D. Wrenn, '95, representing Harvard, and Mr. Otto T. 
Bannarcl, representing Yale, whose decision sha ll be final. 

"The captain at each University shall be held finally respon
sible for the eligibility of the list of candidates he submits, 
except in matters determined by college standing and scholar
ship. At each Un iversity a committee of reference shall be 
appointed before October 1 of each year (this committee to 
include at least three graduates, and the names of this com
mittee to be published) with whom the captain shall confer as 
to the eligibility of his list of men. In case of disagr eement 
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between the captain and his committee, the case must be thus 

stated when submitting his list of names to the opposing 

captain, who may then refer it to the Arbitration Committee 

(provided for in the preamble) whose decision shall be final. 

But even in case the capta in and his own committee agree, a 

case may still be referred by the opposing captain to the 

Arbitration Committee. 

'' Rul e 1. - No student shall be eligible unless he is and 

intends to be throughout the academic year a bona fide 

member of the University, taking a full year's work in cour ses 

leading to a degree. His name must have been presented, at 

least two weeks in advance, to the Dean or Director of the 

Department in which he is enrolled, and declared by him to be 

in satisfactory standing. 

"N OTJ,. - a. No student shall be deemed to be in satisfactory stand

ing within th e meaning of this rule, if he has been dropped from his class 

to a lower class, or from a first year class out of the University, or if he 

is on probation . In case he has been dropped, he must have compl eted 

satisfactorily one entire year's work before he shall be eligible, unl ess he 

shall in the meantime have made up all the deficiencies which stand in the 

way of hls res toration to hi s original class. 

"b. A student whose college work is satisfactory, but who has been 

declar ed by th e Dean to hav e been dropped on account of sickness or 

entrance conditions, shall be considered eligible under this rul e. 

"c. A student , who by reason of his probation or of deficiency in his 

studies is not eligible, shall not become eligible by ent ering another 

Department of the U niv ers ity, until after he has completed satisfactorily 

one entire year's work . 

"Rule 2. - No student shall be eligible for a University 

team unless he is an undergraduate or has been in attendance 

one full academic year at the University. 

"R ule 3. -No und ergraduate who has ever played in an 

intercollegiate .contest upon a University team of another college 

shall play upon a University team until he bas resided one 

academic year at the University and passed the annual exami

nations upon a full year's work. 
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"Rule 4.-No student who has not passed an entrance 
examination shall be eligible until he has resided a year at the 
University and has passed satisfactorily in a course equivalent 
to that required of candidates for a degree in the Department 
of which he is a member. 

"Rule 5. - No student shall represent one or more uni
versities or colleges in athletic contests for more than four 
academic years. A student shall be considered to have repre 
sented his University if he has taken part on a University team 
in any intercollegiate contest which was on the official schedule 
or regularly advertised or where gate money was charged. 

"No-.ri,. In th is ru le the term 'co ll ege' inc lud es all institutions named 
in Tab le 28 of the Report of the Commissioner of Education for 1901, 
Vo lum e 2, pages 1643-1651 . 

"Rule 6. - No student shall be eligible who shall have 
received, in order to enable him to take part in or for parti
cipation in or for teaching any form of athletics or gymnastics, 
any pecuniary gain or emolument whatever, with the single 
exception that he may have received from his college organiza
tion or from any permanent amateur association of which he 
was at the time a regular member, the amount by which the 
expenses incurred by him in representing bis organization in 
athletic contests exceeded his ordinary expenses. 

"Hule 7. -No student sball be a member of a Freshman 
team or crew except one who has never before attended another 
college or university, and who is a member of the first year 
class and in his first year of residence, and in satisfactory 
standing. 

'' Rule 8. - Each captain shall submit to the other captain, 
in writing, at least three weeks before the contest, a list of his 
men. No protest against any man shall be considered unless 
sent by registered mail at least two weeks before the contest 
in which the man is to take part." 
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