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INTRODUCTTION,

The darker alleys of the human mind have ever exerted a fascination ;fpr
the students of man's progress from the primeval, Numberless researchers
have pried into the labarynthine mazes and devoted much attention to the
universal belief in witchcraft which for so long exercised a profound effect
upon human relations,

Scotland was no exception in the fervency of its belief in witchcraft,
but too many scholars furth of Scotland have been content to note this obvious
fact and draw general conclusions from a few of the more lurid records such
as Pitcairn supplied in abundance. Iliatters were not improved when they
found a Scott among Scots fulminating against witchcraft and the Kirk's part
in the era of burnings.

Not that way lies a balanced assessment of the course of witchcraf't and
the Kirk's part therein. The plan adopted in the pages that follow is to
trace the origins of Scottish witchcraft, to examine the statutes upon the
subject and then to peruse in greater detail the part played by the Kirk,
from the General Assenbly down through the Kirk courts £o the individual
minister toiling in his corner of the vineyard.

The first essential for the success of the §lan is that it be based
not on the few notorious extracts which have done duty so often in the past
but on a widespread investigation of all kinds of material, both lay and
ecclesiastical from all parts of Scotland throughout the two hundred years
when the Kirk battled against witchcraft,

Working on these lines the general pattern of the Kirk's part can be

discerned/



discerned, but only the general pattern for before the machinations of the
devil human reactions were apt to be even more unpredictable than usual, Hence
in the reelm of Scottish witcheraft the temptation to dogmatise upon the
particular must be shunned as the trap into which t he unwary many have been led,
The exceptions are there and are often illuminating but must never be adduced
as the accepted practice. That can only be based upon a regular series of
similar cases.

Of the prevalent belief in witchcraft there was no doubt. Laity and
clergy were at one on that point, though what they meant by witchcraft
varied widely, from herbal cures through charms to rank witchcraft smelling
of the sabat and the coven, While the latter type was not common it did rear
its head from time to time in such widely separate parts as Bute and Aberdeen,
Then came the orgies and the dancing, the leaders, male and female, with all
the embellishments of pagan ritual,

How to explain the Kirk's reactioﬁ to all this is the endeavour of the
pages which follow, from the first tentative fumblings of the ministry, not
over worried about witchcraft, through their gradual development of a system
of ﬁitch hunting which for devilish efficiency stands unchallenged in these
islands, to the inevitable decline when a Kirk, but a shadow of its former
self had to bow to the scepticism of the legal luminaries, the enlightening
influence of the age of reason, and, by no menas least, the commonsense of

the generality of Scotsmen,

Decenber, 1946. JOHN GILMORE.
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CHAPTER I,

THE ORIGINS OF SCOTTISH WITCHCRAFT.

Lying near the mists which enveloped Ultima Thule and far from the

levantine cradle of European civilisation Scotland has nothing to offer the

historian in the way of accurate documentary information of the primitive

religion of its early inhabitants at a time when Greek and Roman writers

give much information on magical lore, astrology and witchcraft. (1)

That the ancient inhabitants would have their fair share of the magical

rites and customs comuon to all primitive peoples is a safe assumption (2)

but whether any more definite religious system of witchcraft existed it is

impossible to say. Miss Murray holds that ritual witchcraft - the Dianic

Cult as she names it - was the ancient religion of western Europe (3) but

advances no positive evidence of its existence in early Scotland. (4.)

According to her theory, however, ancient Scotland would be permeated

with/

(1)

(2)

(3)
(&)

Lecky. History of Rationalism pp 19-40.
Summers. "Geography of Witchcraft" Ch. I,

Infra p.4 Lecky "History of Rationalism" p. 27. "In the ruder
forms of savage life we find the belief in witchcraft universal";
"Ewen "Witcheraft", Introduction p.21 "In all ages belief in
supernatural powers has been universal',

Cambridge Mediaeval History VIII p,660. "Finally, there was the
primitive magic and folklore of the less civilised peoples who lived
in or near the Roman Empire, such as the Celts, traces of whose
Druidic lore already appeared in Roman authors,"

Marray. Witch Cult in Western Europe p.1l2.

Tbid., p.24. quoting Chronicles of Lanercrost p. 109. re priest of
Inverkeithing's fertility dance in 1282,



with witchcraft as she held. "It is now a commonplace of anthropology that

the tales of fairies and elves preserve the tradition of a dwarf race which

once inhsbited northern and western Europe." (1) In her later anthropological

study, The God of the Witches, she states, "The identification of the witches

-with the dwarf or fairy race would give us a clear insight into much of the

civilisation of the early European peoples, especially as regards their

religious ideas. (2) Other authorities deny this theory of a dwarf race

but there is no doubt that there persisted among the Scottish people a strong

belief in the existence of fairies and their power to do people harm. (3)

The most striking instance of the association in the popular mind of witches

and fairies as one and the same occurred in Kingarth in the island of Bute in

March 1650, Finwell Hyndman appeared before the Kirk Session and admitted

being absent from her employment for twenty four hours every three months,

The result was, "The Session fix‘lding this a great presumption against the said

Finwell and she being still bruted for a witch or (as the commone people call

it) being with the fayryes, they appoynt Ninian Stewart of Largizean, John

Wallace to apprehend the said Finwell." (4)

(1) Muray Witch Cult in Western Europe, p.l4. References to this pigmy
race are by no means rare in Scottish literature, Miscellanea
Scotia II p, 143; Martin Description of Western Islands pp. 19,82;
Mackenzie History of the Outer Hebrediesﬁm , PeH92.

(2) Murray God of the Witches p, 60.

(3) Cambridge Mediaeval History VIII p,666 "Especially characteristic of
the Celtic peoples was the belief in fairies or underground beings"

| Hewison "Bute in the Olden Times II p.261.

(4) raton Kingarth Parish Records p,2l, The not unnatural result of her

disappearance was that the accused brought back a little fairy of her
om ef Jas, K, Hewison Bute in the O0lden Times p.262,



3'

VWhatever the religion of the ancient inhabitants of Scotland it would
persist long after the arrival of Christianity (1), but the greatest obstacle
to the acceptance of Miss Murray's interesting theory that it was the Dianic
Cult which persisted is her inability to produce any evidence of the
continuity of the early pagen religion until late in the Middle Ages. (2)

In England there is comparatively early documentary evidence of
witcheraft ritual worship and dancing. (3) The Liber Poenitentialis of
Theodore, Archbishop of Canterbury 668-690 A.D. has a whole section dealing
with magical practices and ceremonies and their appropriate punishments (h)
In the same 6entury the Laws of the King of Kent give the fines for offering
to devils. (5) Successive lay and spiritual condemnations of witcheraft,
devil worship, riding at night, dencing in horns and skins can be traced
throughout the next three centuries till the time of Cnut (6) The strong
hold/

(1) Lecky. "History of Rationslism" p.40. "Religions never truly perish
except by a natural decsay".

Murray. "God of the Witches" pp6, 7.

(2) Murray. "Witch Cult in Western Burope p.23. The fertility dance
performed by the priest of Inverkeithing is the only Scottish case
she mentions until after the Reformation. Nevertheless her theory
cennot lightly be dismissed because of the instances in Scottish
witchcraft subsequent to the Reformetion which seem to substantiate
her theory e.g. in particular "Highland Papers III pp 3-38 in 1662,

Kittredge, Witchcraft in Old and New England p.548 dealing with the

witches Sabbath expresses views bearing out Margaret Murray's thesis,

(3) lMurray., Witch Cult p.21 quoting Strabo's Geography Bk. IV C. IV. 6,

(4) Thorpe. "Mommmenta" II pp.32-3k.

(5) 1Ibid I. p.ul.

(6) 1Ibid I pp.4l, 169, 203, 249, 379; II 152, 249, 299, 311, 323, 351.

Murray, Witch Cult in Western Europe pp 21-23.
Summers. Geography of Witcheraft pp 72-72.



k.

hold which charms, speils , incantations and witchcraft had on the English
prior to the Norman Congquest cen also be gathered from the Anglo Saxon Leech
Books (1) and probably most conclusively from the language of the people
which had more than thirty terms for witch, wizard enchanter, seer and
diviner. (2}

Scotland can offer no evidence in any way comparable to this mass of
detailed information on early English magic and witchcraft. Adamnan's Life
of Columba depicts a man struggling to win over a pagan people who had a
profound belief in marvellous happenings (3) prophecies (4) cures of illness
(5) the powers of sorcerers and demons (6), but makes no explicit mention of
witchcraft,

Skene's summing up of the paganism of the ricts and Scots seems
satisfactory when he describes it "as a sort of fetichism, which peopled all
the objects of nature with malignant beings to whose agency its phenomena
. were attributed, while a class of persons termed Magi and Druadh exercised
great influence among the people from a belief that they were able through

their/

(1) Combridge Mediaeval History p.667. "The Anglo-Saxon Leech Book of
Bald and Cid contains a large amount of magical procedure with much
Christian colouring which may often replace a previous pagan
equivalent —-——---~ Much fear is shown of witchoraft, enchantment and
ills from evil spirits."

(2) Kittredge, “"Witchcraft in 0ld and New England" p.27.

(3) Adamnan, "Life of St, Columba I pp 38-77.

() Ibid I pp 4-37.

(5) Ibid IT pp 41, 42, 60.

(6) Ibid II pp 45, 48, 49,



5.

their aid to practise a species of magic or witcheraf't, which might either be
used to benefit those who sought their assistance, or to injure those to
whom they were opposed." (1)

For other evidence - if such it may be called - regarding witchcraft,
in particular, and the supernatural in general Fordun, Boece and Holinshed
have to do duty for lack of better material, A comparison of the three
authors shows that Fordun the earliest in time, almost completely ignores the
marvellous sights, showérs of blood, monsters and witches so beloved of Boece
and his copier Holinshed, Even such a famous story as that of Macbeth
elicits no mention of the supernatural in Fordun's account; while the story
of the ialundering of lindisfarne by a Scottish force "whereupon the earth
suddenly opened and swallowed them up" is treated with scepticism by Fordun
who comments " but why should a historian ply his pen in such apocryphal
tales, in which every man of sense refuses to put feith (2)

Untraxmnelled. by such doubts Holinshed commences his references to
witcheraft with the statement that in 169 A.,D, King lMogall became aware of a
conspiracy aimed at his life "whether by witchcraft or otherwise by
relation of friends, the certeintie is not knowen" (3) Holinshed also
relates how King Natholocus, anxious to know the result of a rising against

his/

(1) Skene, Celtic Scotland II p.118.
(2) Fordun Chronicles IV p.162.

(3) Holinshed Chronicles V p.89.



his tyrannicel rule in 280 A.D. sent a trusted messenger "unto a woman that
dwelt in the Ile of Colmekill (otherwise called Iona) esteemed verie
skilfull in foreshewing of things to come, to learne of hir what fortune
should hap of this warre which was alreadie begun," The witch consulting
with her spirits prophesied the kings end by a trusted messenger - in effect
the very messenger employed by the king (1)

Still delving in to the mythical past Holinshed rec_ounts how in 352 A.D,
in the reign of Eugenius "manie strange sights were seene in the furthést
parts of Albion =--~ Certeine witches and socothsaiegsdeclaring that these
things betokened the destruction of th& Scottish kingdome, were commanded by
thé priests to hold their peace on paine of death, as they that told
nothing but lies fables, though afterwards their tales prooved most true," (2)

While recounting instances of strange sights and visions in the
succeeding centuries (3) it is not for 500 years, long after the last of the
mythical kings, in the reign of Kenneth MacAlpine that Holinshed makes
reference to witchoraft when he gives one of that sovereign's laws: "Inglers,
wizzerds, necromancers, and such as call up spirits, and vse to seeke vpon
them for helpe, let them be burnt to death." (1)

As/

(1) Ibid p., 200

(2) Holinshed V. p. 117

(3) 1Ibid pp. 134, 162, 169, 178, 205.

(4) TIbid Vp.207. This law is quoted by Summers 'Geography of Witchcraft'

P. 203 without giving the source -~ a bad habit to which this writer
is susceptible.



{e

As told by Boece the story of the illness of Duffus, son of Kenneth
Macalpin is of interest as it has all the embellishments associated with the
witch trials of the 16th and 17th centuries ---- "the king fell in ane hevy
meledy, unknawim to medicinaris in thay days", in which he "was resolvit in
ane continewal sweit", his physicians "disparit of his life", the men of
Murray rose in rebellion on hearing of the king's incapacity, the rumour
spread that the king was troubled "be devilry and craft of wichis: of
quhilkis, gret noumer wes in Fares, ane town of Murray, the kings men
discovered the witches with "ane image of wax, maid to the similitude of
Duffus, drepand on ane treine speit afore the fire," the image was broken,
the king recovered and the witches were burned (1) The importance of this
story lies not in the value of Boece as an authority on events some 600
years before he wrote but in the wording of the story. Here is a Scottish
writer of the early 16th century furnishing proof of his familiarity with the
witcheraft jargon to become all too familiar in Scotland less than‘sixt-y
years after his death.

The meeting of Macbeth and Banquo with the weird sisters is the next
instance of the supernatural dealt with by Boece and enlarged upon by
Holinshed (2). As has been pointed out Fordun makes no mention of

supernatural happenings (3)

With/

(1) Boece. History and Chronicles of Scotland II pp206, 207,
Holinshed V p.233, 234 gives his version but Fordun maskes no
mention of witcheraft in the reign of Duffus.

(2) Boece. History and Chronicles of Scotland II pp 259, 260.
Holinshed Chronicles V pp 268, 269,

(3) Infrap.s



With the 13th century witchecraft evidence leaving the dubious imaginings
of the chroniclers came at last to invoke extant records, The General or
Provincial Statutes of the XIII century , laying down who are to be
excommunicated four times per year commencesignificantly enough with "all
fortune tellers or witches male and female" (1)

During Easter week in 1282 the parish priest of Inverkeithing, reviving
the rights of Friapus, led the young women of the village in a fertility
dance in which he exhibited a phallic argan and stirred them to wantonneos (2)

Not/

(1) Patrick, "Statutes of the Scottish Church" p.26. of also pp4O, 75.
for later examples of the same condemnation,

(2) stevensan. Chronicle of Lanercrost p. 100,

Murrey. Witch Cult p.23 accepts this incident as a ritual dance of
the witchcraft religion.

Black, Calendar of Cases of Witchcraft p.20.

Dowden, 'lMedieval Church in Scotland' p.lik, 145 declares, "One can
only imagine that he (the priest) was drunk or not in his senses."
Miss Murray's interpretation of the facts has the advantage of
nugberous instances of dancing at witch meetings during the heigh day
of ‘Scottish witcheraft e.g, in particular at North Berwick 1590 -
News from Scotland ; reprinted in Pitcairn Criminal Trials
I pt 2 p.217 and further information pp245, 246, At Aberdeen 1596/7
Spalding Club Miscelleny I pp 97, 98, L, 149 and 153.

At Capar 1649, Kinloch - Presbyteries of St. Andrews and Cupar pp 136,

137.

At Dirleton 1649, R.P.C. 2nd Ser., VIII p. 189

At Samuelston 1661l R,P,C, 3rd Ser I, p.648

At Borrowstounness 1679 Webster Traots on Witchocraft p. 97.

At Torryburn 1704 Webster Tracts on Witchecraft. p.l135.



9.

Not till the 15th century are there more references to Scottish Witcheraft,
The Earl of Athole, one of the chief conspirators in the murder of James I,
was orowned "with hait irne; for ane weche said to him, he suld be crowmnit
King afore his deith.," (1)

In 1479 the trouble between James IIT and his popular younger brothers
Albany and Mar culminated in their arrest, The oldest account states "that
yer was mony weekes and warlois brint on Crag Gayt; and Jhone the earle of
Mar, the kings brother, was }1ayne becaus thai faid he faworyt the weches and ' >
werlois." (2) Buchanan's version is that Albany and Mar having "consulted
with the nobility as to the removal of the king's law born favourites Mar
expressed himself rather too forcibly, was arrested by the courtiers,
condemned by the Privy Council and put to death." He concludes, "The
cause of his death was given out amongst the vulgar, to be, his having
conspired with sorcerers against the king's life; and to make the matter

more plausible twelve witches of the lowest condition were traced and burnt."(3)

James III/

(1) Boece. History amd Chronicles of Scotland II p.511, Holinshed
Chronicles V p.427,

(2) ©Pinkertoun, History of Scotland I p,503 quoting the old Chronicle at
the end of Winton., Holinshed (Chronicles V p, 452) and Lesley
History of Scotland P.43 both seem to follow this account.

(3) Buchanan, History of Scotland p.296. Holinshed Chronicles p..452
makes no ettempt to explain the course of events but simply states
Mar was arrested by the king's command "and after was convict of
conspiracie for witchcraft which he should practise against the
king --- There were manie and diverse witches and sorcerers, as well
men as women convicted of that, crime, and brunt for the same at
Edinburg,”



10.

James III was certainly superstitious (1), believed in omens and had
Andreas, a Fleming as his sooth sayer (2). If Boece can be bhelieved
the king would have much superstitious information to engage his attention
at the time of his brothers' arrest as incubi and succubi were alleged to
be specially active in Scotland,(3) But whether Mar had melted a waxen
image of his brother, or James III having decided upon the remoral of his
brother made use of the witchcraft alarms then prevalent as a convenient
accusation meriting death it is impossible to say. (4)

Conclusive proof that witchcraft was attracting attention during the
reign of James III is furnished by the Protocol Book of the royal burgh
of Stirling, The passage merits quotation as one of the earliest authentic
records of Scottish witcheraft. "1480 Msy 26, Thomes Prestoun took
instrument upon the presentation of a certain testimonial letter of Mr.

John Moffat, official of Dunblane, upon the purgation of a certain womsnm

therein/

(1) Drumond, "History of Scotland p.135.

(2) Leng. History of Scotland I p.358, note 60. Such a royal servant
was by no means unusuel. Louis XI of France, Frederick III
of Austria and Henwvy VII of England were all patrons of astrology,
of, Cambridge Mediaeval History VIII p,684.

(3) Boece. History and Chronicles of Scotland II pp.52,53.

(&) 1 The case of Elearor Cobham, Duchess of Gloucester who was accused of
attempting to procure the death of Henry VI by use of a wax image
presents the same unanswered problem of Kittridge "Witchcraft in
01d and New England p.S81.
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therein accused by her spouse upon the art of witcheraft within the tolbooth
of the burgh of Strivelin, in the court of the sheriffdom of Striveline,
before the aforesaid witnesses." (1)

The 1510 "Proclamation for regulating the Proceedings of the Justice -
Airs of Jedburghe" instructs the justicia:z"s to enquire "gif thair be ony
Wichecraift or Soffary wfyt in the realme" (2) Although the instructions
in question apply specifically to Jedburgh, Pitcairn is probably correct in
holding that the proclamation was a circular to all sheriffs and baron
baillies (3) It is true that witcharaft is only one of the forty five
instructions, nevertheless its inclusion is significant of a growing con-
sciousness of witchoraft. |

The persistent attacks on Jean, Lady Glamis, from December 1528 till
her death by burning in July 1537 form one of the strangest episodes in the
history of that century. Janet Douglas was the sister of Archibald, 6th
Earl of Angus, Her husband was the 6th Lord Glamis, who died in December,
1527, Exactly a year later she was summoned before parliament for
assisting her forfeited brother, the Earl of Angus, Apparently this
charge was not proceeded with but her lands were certainlyescheated in

1531 for commmning with rebels (4) On 31 January 1532 she had to find

surety/

. (1) Renwick. "Royal Burgh of Stirling 1667-1752. pp374, 375.
(2) Pitcairn., Criminal Trials I Pt, 1. p.66,
(3) 1Ibid p.64.

(4) Pitoairn. Criminal Trials I Pt. 1, p.88., Tytler History of
Scotland IV pp 447, 448,



surety to appear at Forfar "to underly the law for art and part of the
Intoxication of John, Lord Galmmys, her husband" (1) That such a charge,
which amounts to murder by charmed philtres or poisons, should not have
been raised, till over four years after her first husbands death is so
unusual as to excite suspicion. ~itcairn hazards the guess that the
previous treason charge having been found difficult of proof this new
charge was adopted as being more likely to produce decisive results (2)
The notsbles summoned as ass?'?sréors adopted the eminently Scottish method
of showing their disapproval of the charge by absenting themselves (3)
Whether their disapproval was of the actual "intoxication" charge, or
simply of this, the latest attack by James V on one of their class it is
impossible to say on the meagre evidence. (L;.) The progress of this trial
is unknown but on 17 July 1537 an assize found Lady Glamis "his commitit
art and part of the trefonabill Conspiratioune and ymaginatioune of the
Slauchter and destruction of our soverane lordis maift nobill perfone be
poyfone " and of treasonably assisting her brother the Earl of Angus (5),

The/

(1) Pitcairn Criminsl Trials I Pt 1 p.158

(2) ©Pitcairn Oriminal Trials I Pt 1 pp 158, 187, 190.

(3) Tytler. History of Scotland IV p,451 holds "a refusal of this kind
was in fact a proof of the power, not of the innocence, of the
party accused.

(4) Infra p.182-%for assissors refusing to attend witchcraft trials.; of
Pitcairn Criminal Trials III ptJp.68 for case against James Mure
collapsing through absence of persons summoned to act on the assize,

(5) Pitcairn. Criminal Trials I Pt. 1, p.191.
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The sentence was that she be burned to death on the Castle Hill of Edinburgh.
The story, as given above is based on authentic criminal records but

the accusation was made by later chroniclers and has been repeated down to
modern times that.Lady Glamis was burned for witchcraft (1) Pitcairn
dismisses this allegation of witchcraft, as well as that of the intoxication
of her first husband as unfounded (2) Tytler joins issue with Pitcairns
finding, While not committing himself further on the witchcraft issue than
to say '"the cn‘imgs of poisoning and witchcraf't were then very commonly
associated ~--- hence probably the mala fama against Lady Glammis as a

witch/

(1) Hume of Godscraft quoted by ritcairn I Pt 1 p,1%. But would such a
Douglas Supporter as Hume have mentioned witchcraft if he had any
doubts,

Genealogic of the House of Drummond gquoted by Pitecairm I Pt 1 p,196
Finkerton, History of Scotland II p.347.

Grant., 014 and New Edinburgh I pp83/L.

Sharpe in Law's Memorialls r, XXI

Summers, Geography of Witchcraft p.208

Black, Calender of Witchoraft Cases p.10,

(2) pPitcairn Criminal Trials I Pt 1. p.190. "The whole complexion of
. this shocking tragedy bears such savage traces of a furious and

unmanly revenge against a noble and unprotected female, who was
the only individual of her family on whom they could lay handg——-="
The most peculiar feature of ritcairns analysis of the case is that
after learnedly arguing with of detail (I Pt I pp. 158, 187-198) that
the lady was innocent he later declared "Lady Glamis was brought to
the stake for witchoraft." (I Pt III p,242) Tytler, the
protagonist of iitecairn's theory of innocence has not noticed this
damaging slip by Pitcairn, The simplest explanation is probably
that even I’itecairn has unconsciously succumbed to the more obvious
though J.mprg_\*rf_n version of the story, Incidentally there can be
little chance of ritcairn having changed his mind as both volumes
were published in the same year,



witch or sorceress" (1) his final verdict on the various triels of Lady
Glamis is "an examination of the evidence which has been lately furnished,
leaves upon the mind little doubt of her guilt." (2)

In weighing up the evidence for and against Lady Glamis ancient
chroniclers and modern historians alike have overlooked the persistent
association of both the Angus and Glamis families with witcheraft in the
16th century. Three sisters-in-law of George, Master of Angus, the father
of Lady Glamis 21l died mysteriously by poison, The Honourable Jean
Lyon great grand daughter of Ledy Glamis married Archibald, 8th Earl of
Angus who was widely held to have perished by the spells of the
notorious Agnes Sampson (3) Jean Lyon, Lady #ngus, herself consorted
with the notorious witch Barbara Napier who in 1591 was "fylit, culpabill
and convict, of the feiking of confultation fra Annie Sampfoune ane Wich,
for the help of Dame Jean Lyoune Lady Angus, to keip hir fra wometing,
quhen of the wis in bredin of barne." (4) Lady Margaret Douglas, sister
of Archibald, 8th Earl of Angus, and sister in law of Jean Lyon was f’irstv
married to Sir Walter Scott whose grandmother wes popuiarly credited with

supernatural/

(1) Tytler. Criminal Trials IV p,448

(2) Ibid IV p.236.

(3) Hume of Godscraft pk32.
Pitcairn. Criminal Trials I Pt III p.243.
Spottiswoode., History of the Church of Scotland II p,389.
Calderwood. History of the Kirk of Scotland IV p, 680

(4) Piteairn., Criminal Trials I Pt IIT p. 242,
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supernatural powers; and her second husband wag Francis Stewart, Larl of
Bothwell and the "devil" of the North Berwick witches! (1)

With the Glamis and Angus families so strongly "mala fama" it is
impossible to acquit Laedy Glamis of the intoxication and witchcraf't charges
solely for lack of direct evidence. "Not Proven" would seem to be the
verdict best suited to a puzzling case,

Between the execution of Lady Glamis and the Reformation the nearest
approach to witchcraft was at Elgin in 15,5 when the assis‘; meeting in
the Burgh Court "deliverit that Margaret Hay wrangit in the oppin sclandering
of Margratt Baffour say and the said Margarat Baffour was sne huyr and ane
wyche and that sche zeid widersonnis about mennies hows sark alane and hir
hayr alone hir eyene for wyche craft." (2)

This brief resume of the mythical and historical references to

witcheraft in pre-reformation Scotland makes it obvious how meagre are
the records of the black art. Even the steadily increasing tempo of the
witcheraft persecution on the continent during the 15th century has no
apparent affect. (3) The long series of papal bulls culminating in that

of/

(1) Praser ‘'Scotts of Buccleuch I p.159
(2) OCremond, Records of Elgin I p.8.

(3) Summers "Geography of Witcharaft" p,132,
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of "Summis desidersntes affectibus" of Pope Innocent VIII in 1484 (1) the
publication of the Malleus Malleficarum in 1487, and the systematic witch
hunting on a new and grander scale by James Sprenger and Heinrick K:_camer
the authors of that treatise, pass unnoticed in Scotland. The conclusion
is manifest that prior to the reformation witchcraft was far from being
the "burning" question it was to become in Scotland in the days of the

Universall Kirk of Scotland.

(V) Lghsy. History of Rationalism p.7. "In 1484, Pope Innocent VIII
issued a bull, which gave fearful impetus to the persecution."

Black 'Calendet of Cases of Witcheoraft p.6 declares witcheraft
"received a strong impetus from the promulgation of the bull."

Ewen, Witchecraft and Demonianism p.41. blames Innocent VIII bull
issued in 14,85 for the increase,

Cambridge Medieval History¥jl,686 points out wherein the Popes of that
period brought into existence a new outlook on witcheraft,

Murray. (Witch Cult in Western Europe p.24) and Summers (Geography
of Witcheraft p.531) adopt the epposite standpoint and deny the
importance of the Bull, But both writers are compelled to take
this view by their respective, but widely different theories,
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CHAPTER 1II.

THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT AND WITCHCRAFT.

The first Scottish Act of Parliament against witchcraft was passed in
June 1563, It enacted: "Item Fo;fﬁmekill as the Quenis Maieftié and thre
Eftatis in this prefent parliament being informit that the havy and
abominabill fuperftition vfit be divefs bf the liegis of this Realme be
vfing of Witcheraftis Sorfarie and Necromancie and credence geuin thairto
in tymes bygane aganis the Law of God. And for avoyding and away putting
of 21l fir vane fuperftitioun in tymes tocum.. It is statute and ordanit
by the Quenis Maieftie and thre Eftatis foirfaidis that na maner of perfoun
nor perfounis of quhatfumeuer eftate degre or conditioun that be of tak
vpone hand in ony tymes heirefter to vfe ony maner of Witchecraftis
Sorfarie or Necromancie nor gif thame felfis furth to haue onyf%ic
craft or knawlege thairof thairthrow abufand the pepill. Nor fhat na
perfoun feik ony help refponfe or confultation at ony fic vfaris or
abufaris foirfaidis of Witchcraftis Sorfareis or Necromancie vnder the pane
of deid alfweill to be execute aganis the ofar asbufar as the feikar of the
refponfe or confultatioun, And this is to be put in executioun be the
Justice Schireffis Stewartis Baillies Lords of Regaliteis and Rialteis thair
Deputis and others Ordinar Jugeis competent within this Realme with all
rigour having powar to execute the famin," (1)

The/

(1) Acts of the Parliament of Scotland II p.539, Appendix I for various
intrepretations of this act.,

e
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The reasons for the passing of such an act in 1563 are difficult to
fathom, There had certainly been no sudden increase in witchcraft
subsequent to the Reformation. It is true that Andrew Edie "comptar" of
Elgin had disbursed forty shillings "for the binners to ye wyffis yat war
wardit in ye stepill for witches in summer last bypast," (1); and that in
September 1562 in the royal burgh of Stirling "J onet Lyndesay being
sumtyme dwelland in Cambus, and Isabell Keir, hir dochter, being brutit
with ‘wichecraft, and na man to persew thame thairfoir, oblist tham of
their awin confessioun that thai sall nocht be fundin in this toun agane,
undir the pane of deid (2) A total of two cases, one without pursuers
definitely rules out any epidemic of witchoraft as the reason for the new
act,

One Scottish writer has been frank enough to admit he does not find
it clear why the act was necessary (3) but the common explanation of the
growth of Scottish witchcraft subsequent to the Reformation is found in ithe
attitude of the Protestant clergy. Thus Arnot holds that "witchcraft firft
made its appearance in our criminal code, at a time when the broaching of
a new fit of religious notions excited a paffionate defire for the
attainment at éxtraordinary purity and ftricdtnefs in doctrine and in
morals.” (4) Sir Walter Scott states the Calvinists were of all sects

"the/

(1) Mackintosh "Elgin Past and Dresent" p,120

(2) Renwidk, Records of the Burgh of Stirling., p.80

(3) Legge. Vitchcraft in Scotlandp, 259,

(&) Arnot, Criminal Trials p347. But the most cursory reading of Kirk
Session records shows small evidence of any passionate desire for a

high moral standard; while the doctrinal decisions of Knox and his
co-ministers were rejected by the Convention Parliament of 1561.



"the most eé.ger to' follow it up with what they conceived to be the due
punishment of the most fearful of crimes.," (1) Adopting the same line of
reasoning Lecky declares that in Scotland "where the witch trials fall
almost entirely into their (the Reformed ministers) hands, the persecution
was proportionately atrocious.! (2) Summers, the exponent of the extreme
view of this thesis holds that "in Scotland, envenomed to the core with the
poison of Calvin and Knox, fire and sword were seldom at rest, It is clear
that heresy had brought Witchcraft in its train." (3)

While such sweeping strioturesi 9f the ministry have some Jjustification
in later times they offer no explanation for the passing of the Witchcoraft
Act of 1563, ignoring as they do the fact that the General Assembly's
supplication to the queen in July 1562 concerning the "horibill vices"
then afflicting the country only includes "adultery, fornicatioun, oppin
horedome, blaphemy, contempt of God, of his Word and Sacraments." (4); and
even more significant, the fact that the records of the General Assembly
meke no mention of witchcraft till after the act of 1563 was passed. (5)

The first Book of Discipline confirms the indifference of the ministers

to/

(1) Scott. Letters on Demonology and Witchcraft p.22.
(2) Lecky. History of Rationalism pp 8, 9.

(3) Swmers. History of Witchcraft, p.25 of his even more turgid snd
extravagant references to Knox, Calvinism and witchcraft in his
Geography of Witchcraft p.201. '

(4) B,U.K. I p.2l. Knox History of the Reformation II p.34k, 345
relates with bitterness how Maitland of Lethington was empowered to
express their desires in "a mair gentill maner." So successful was
he in this task that liary's comment on the supplication as presented
was: "Here ar many fair wordis: I can not tell what the heartis ar.,"

(5) B.U.K. I p.i.
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to witcheraft, In the seventh head dealing with ecclesiastical discipline
a very full list 6f' sins worthy of condemnation and excommunication does
not include witchcreft. (1) But when the Order of Excommunication and
Public Repentance was issued by the General Assenbly in 1571 the criminal
meriting the supreme ecclesiastical punishment were "wilfull murtherers,
adulterers (lawfullie convict), sorcerers, witches, conjurers, charmers
and givers of drinkes to destroy children, and open blasphemers."(2)Such
definite mention of witchoraft in all its branches serves to confirm the
lesson of the General Assembly records that the Kirk's interest in witchoraft
arose after, not before, the 1563 statute was enacted. |

With neither an abnormal increase in witchcraft nor pressure by the
Kirk as an incentive the reasons for parliaments action assume a new
significance, Undoubtedly certain factors were combining to meke the
Scots more witcheraft conscious., First among these was the reading of
the Bible, Knox wrote in 1543: "Then mycht have bene sein the Byble
lying almaist upoun everie gentilmanis table" (3) A too literal
interpretation of the Soripture teaching thrown open to them was a failing
early evident among the reformers, For them the biblical exhortation
"Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live" took on a new significance as they
read the 0ld Testament stories of haraoh's magicians and the Witcﬁ o Endor.
The/
(1) Knox. History of the Reformetion II p.227; Infra p,56
(2) ZXnox, Works VI, Pt2 p.449
(3) KXnox. Histary of the Reformation I p.100.
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The seed did not fall on stony ground as later events were to demonstrate,

Another factor leading to an increasing interest in and knowledge of
witcheraft was the close connection between Scotland and England during
the relig;i.ous civil war of 1559-60, English soldiers who poured into
Scotland to help the reformers in the spring of 1560 must have talked of
the alarming increase in witchcraft, charming and cousening in England (1)

The repeal of the "Bill ayest conjuraeons and wichercraftes and
sorcery and enchantments" (2) in the reign of Edwaerd VI (3), and the
consequent neglect to deal with the crime were two powerful factors helping
to bring about this increase, with the result thaf -in March 1559 a bill |
was introduced into the English parliament, once more making witchcraft
a felony. FParliament was dissolved before the bill passed the Lords,

The matter was not allowed to drop for John Jewel, Bishop of Salisbuu-y;,
having made a visitation of thewest country in the autumn of the same year,
made pointed mention of the great increase in the number of witches when
he preached before the queen early in 1560 (i)

Such information, once imparted to their Scots fellow soldiers would
soon be disseminated among the lower and middle classes of the Lowlands,
The Protestant nobility of Scotland, too, by their continued association
with Elizsbeth and her government must also have become inareasingly

aware/

(1) New Shakespeare Soc Trans, 1877-79 p..459
Latimer Works I pp.345,349

(2) Statutes of Realm III p.837

(3) Statutes of Realm IV Ptl p.18

(4) Jewel Works IT pp.1025~34 of, Appendix II for more details re Jewel's
sermon and its influence.
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aware of the steady growth of- English witchcraft, especially as stories of
attempts to remove Elizsbeth by such means became common talk (1) The
passing of the English act once more making witcheraft a felony in 1563 was
an example which they were soon to turn to good use in the field of Scottish
polities,

But neither biblical reading nor association with England did more
than prepare the way far the Scottish witchcraft act of 1563, That
statute was born on the swirling sea of Scottish politics as two strong
personalities - Knox and Mary - strove for mastex';y. The rejection of the
First Book of Discipline by the Convention Parliament created bad blood
between the preachers and a nobility more eager to keep the spoils of the
Reformation than to ensure the financial stability of the new aliurch, The
queen's beauty - "some inchantment whareby men are bewitched" (2) - drawing
nobles away from the godly to the side of the 'courteouris' widened the
rift between the preachers and many of their erstwhile supporters., Knox
and his fellow preachers stormed from the pulpits at queen and nobility
alike, "The Preachouris war wonderous vehement in reprehensioun of all
maner of vice, which then began to habourd; and especiallie avarice,
oppressioun of the poor, excesse, ryotouse, chear, banketting, immoderat
dansing abd hurdome, that thairof enseuis, Whairat the Courteouris began
to storme, and began to pyck gﬁerrallis against the Preachearis,
alledging that all their preaching was turned to raylling." (3) Xnox was

the/

(1) Notestein, History of Witcheraft. pp.25, 27.
(2) Knox, History of the Reformation II p.270.

(3) Xnox, History of the Reformation II p.362, )
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the first to admit that this vehemence of his "provocked the hatterent, not
onlie of the Courteouris, but also of diverse otheris against the

speaker." (1) Even Maitlend of Lethington wrote to Cecil: "You know

the vehemence off Mr. Knoax spriet which cannot be Crydled; and that

doth sometymes uter soche sentences as éan not easaly be diggested by a
weake stomach." (2)

Relations between the preachers and their courtier and noble opponents
seemed to have reached breasking point when the pulpits resounded to the
demand that when parliament met in 1563 "the targetting of weomen's tailes,
and the rest of their venitie." (3) should ocoupy its attention, Even
the old friendship between Knox and Murray was so strained that for months
they were not on speaking terms, But the "courteouris" must have realised
that they could not afford to quarrel with the preachers for Knox wrote
that when parliament met in June 1563, "But least that thei (4) should
a.}:‘%ogettherr have bein sein to have foirsaikin God, (as in verray deid
boyth God anc his Word was far frome the hearttis of the mostg.parte of the
Courteouris in that aige, and a few, excepted) thei began a newe schift, to
wit, to speak of the punish;nent of adulterye, of witchcraft, and to seik
the restitutioun of the glebes and manses to the Ministeris of the Kirk,
and of the reparatioun of chruches: andb thairby thei thought to have
pleased the goab;ye that was hyghtlie offended at thair slackness." (5)

Here/

(1) Xnox, History of the Reformation II p, 363.
(2) Maitland of Lethington to Cecil, Knox 'Works' VI Pt.1 p.136.

(3) Celderwood., Kirk of Scotland II p.216.

(4#) Another MS has "Lethingtoun and his Companyons"
(5) ZXnox. "History of the Reformation" II p.383.




Here in the desire of parliament to placate the vitriolic anger of the
ministers is the chief reason for the witchcraft act of 1563, There is
something ironical in the thought that the act which was to send so many
Scottish men and women to the stake was born of no widespread demand but
slipped into the statute book alongside legislation on glebes and manses,

Unlike many Scottish Acts this one was to be no dead letter, Hardly
had parliament come to an end before "the Erle of Murray, the Lord Robert
of Halyrudhouse, and Lord John of Coldinghame (1), past to the Northland,
Justice Courtis wer halden; thevis and murtheraris war punished; twa
witches war burnt." (2) Such an umsual addition to the usual capital
crimes was doubtless the not unnatural result of the recent parliamentary
legislation passed on the initiative of the nobility. (3)

Unfortunately the administration of the new act was not left in the
hends of the civil authorities for the forces combining to disseminate and
increase witcharaft among the common people in the middle of the 16th
century found in the General Assembly an ideal sounding board, There, and
not in parliament, which had relapsed into a court of record did public
opinion make itself felt on the subject of v.fitchcn'aft. As early as

December, 1563, four women having been delated to the General Assembly emd
"the/

(1) ©Lord John Stewart, Commendator of Coldingham married the sister
and heiress of James Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell, The son of this
marrisge was Francis Stewart, Earl of Bothwell who played such an
important part in the North Berwick witchcraft incidents of 1590-91,

(2) Xnox, "History of the Reformation! II p,391.

(3)  Throughout Western Furope acts and papal bulls frequently aggravated

the evil they were designed to check ()f Chambrldge Medieval History
VIII p,686.
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"the Lords of Privie Counfell war requeifted to take order therein." (1)

- The General Assembly followed this up on 26 June 1565 by presenting articles
to Queen Mary demending that "fick horrible crymes as now abounds" including
"witchoraft, forcerie and inchantment ----- may be feverelie punifhed, and
Judges appointed in every province or dyocie for the execution thereof,

with power to doe the fame, and that be Act of Parliament" (2) In reply
"her Majestie referreth the ordering to the parliament." (3)

It was such continual and increasingly effective appeals to the civil
authorities, thus early instituted and never allowed to fall into 9i’suetude
by the Kirk that helped to make the witcheraft act of 1563 so treméndously
effective,

The close commection between Kirk and parliament was demonstrated
when parliament next met in 1567 and decided "that maister Johne
ibottii‘wood Johne knox maifter Johne craig maifter Johne row and maifter
David lindefay m;iteris or ony foure or thre of pame be alfua prit and
adioynit to pe faid, barones and cueffrs of burrowis in debaiting h‘aa.ting
and reffonig of pe materis to be pponit concernig pe eftait of pe Kirk, " (%)
The joint committee of fourteen laymen and four ministers met on 3 Decermber
and dealt with nineteen points affecting the Kirk, But the ministers

were/

(1) B.UK. I Ptl. p.bh.

(2) B.U.X., I Ptl. p.60

(3) Calderwood "Kirk of Scotland II p.29%
(&) AP.S. III p.35.



were not present three days later when the lay members referred to the

Lords of the Articles an arti::le: *Item how witchcraft falbe pvneif't and
Inquifitioun ta.kin\ \;t;fw;;zd kggt pe execution of death may be vfit alfweill
aganis pame that confultis wt pe witche feik hér support mantenis or defendis
his as aganis hir felf." (1)

The ministers absence when this decision was taken was because
parlisment did not consider witcharaft one of the matters to be proponit
concerning the estate of the Kirk, and with this view Knox and his
colleagues must have been in agreement for tﬁey were not the men to accept
without protest any slight to theﬁowem of the Kirk, (2)

The proba'bl& cause of the remit was a desire for the clarification
of the position of consulters, There seems to have been an unwillingness
to accept the death penalty for such a crime, as laid down in the witcheraf't
aot of 1563. This is shown by the decision of the General Assembly in
1573 that bishops, superintendents and commissioners call before them all
persons suspected of consulting "and if they be found to have confulted
with the faids witches, That they caufe them make publick repentence in
fackcloath upon ane Sonday in tyme of preaching, vnder the paine of
excommnicatioun; and if they be difcbedient, to proceid to excommnication,
dew admonitions preceiding.! (3)

The /

(1)  A.PeS. IIT p.ilse

(2) In its early years the Kirk had some doubts as to its competence to
deal with witcheraft of B,U.K. I p.343 and infra pp ,60-62

(3) of infra pp.24,60,245-250 for further details of the
various attempts to reach a modus vivendi regarding the
punishment of consulters.
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The question of the punishment of witches and consulters having been
remitted to the Lords of the Articles in 1567, with no appareﬁt resul ts,
thirty years elapsed before the parliamentary records again make mention of
witchcraft and then only in the briefest of statements "Ament the forme of
proces againft witches." (1)

Such a tantalisingly brief reference to witchcoraf't at that time is
easily understood. Ever since the North Berwick witches had plotted
against King James VI and his bride in 1590 (2) there had been a steadily
rising crescendo of witchcraft hunting which had reached the most impressive
olimax yet seen in Scotland with the burning of many persons in Aberdeen 'in
159%/97. (3) King James must shoulder some of the responsibility for
the special fury of the witch hunting, His first reaction to the
examination of Fian and his principal female associates had been to remark
"they were all extresame lyars." (4) but when Agnes Samson "declared unto
him the verie wordes which paffed betweene the Kinges Majeftie and his

Queene at Upflo in Norwey, the firft night d marriage, with the anfwere
ech/

(1) A.r.S. IV p.157.

(2) Pitoairn. Criminal Trial I Pt2 p, 209-257
Melville, Memoirs pp.395, 396, 397
Melville, Diary p.187
Birrell, Diary p.25.
Calderwood., Xirk of Scotland V p,115, 116, 127, 128,
Spottiswoode, Church of Scotland IT p.4ll,4l2.
Moysie, Memoirs p,385.
R,P.C. IV pp,612, 643, 729.

(3) Spalding Club Miscellany I pp48-193.

(%) Pitcairn Criminal Trials I Pt2 p.218 quoting Newes from Scotland.



ech to other, "James in astonishment declared "he believed all the devils
in hell could not have difcovered the fame ----and therefore gave the more
credit to the reft that is before decdlared." (1) He became thoroughly
alarmed when dashing and flauboyant Bothwell was named as the leader of the
witches in their attempts to kill him. (2) A symptom of his alarm was his
angry outburst to the Jury which had dared to acquit Barbara Napier of
conspiracy against his life., (3)

But by 1596 this situation was completely changed., Bothwell had been
driven from the country, his associates had paid the f%iey penalty, and
the immediate danger to the king had been removed. In the calmer frame of
mind thus engeﬁdered the king's attention was direct;a to a series of
witchcraft processes in which the methods employed to gain convictions
were far from satisfactory. His first reaction was to ordain that he should
no longer be "dailie fasheit" by demands for commissions and justiciary on
"witchecraft and sicklyke capitall crymes" without their being considered
and allowed by the Privy Council. In future all commissions were first
to be presented to the Privy Council, allowed by that body, surety thereupon
found by the pursuers-of delivery of half of the escheats and penalties to

the/

(1) ©Pritecairn. Criminal Trial I Pt.2. p.218

(2) 2,0, I. p.6l3.
' Calderwood. Kirk of Scotland V pp., 127, 128, 150-152.
Calendar of State Papers Scotland 1509-89 pp.59L, 593,

(3) Calendar of State Papers Scotland 1509-89 p.592
Pitcairn Criminal Trial I Pt.2. p.243.
Calderwood Kirk of Scéotland V. p,128,
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the king, and thereafter the commission Was to be subscribed by the Secretary
and presented for the king's signature., (1)

Even these stringent regulations failed to check the flow of cases
involving most questionsble methods of detection and trial of witches, In
July 1597 Jonnett Finlasoun of Burntisland successfully appealed to the
Privy Council to restrain the baillies of that town from persuing her
further for witchcraft after she had been found innocent at her first trial (2)
During the same summer Margaret Aitken, the great witch of Balweary,
having claimed the power of detecting witches by a secret mark in their
eyes, was teken sbout the country, "Many were brought in question by her
delations, especially at Glasgow, where dwers innocent women, through the
credulity of the minister, Mr., John Cowper, were condemned and put to death.
In the end she was found to be a mere deceiver." (3) -

These two cases stung James VI into decisive action on the 17 August
when he revoked all witcheraft commission then in operation, At the same
time the king laid down the conditions upon which witchcraft commissions
would be issued in future, Lieges who had already ]éen commissioners, or
who were of good rank might apply, and if successful, were to have "sum

baronis/

(1) R.P.C, V pp.268, 269,

(2)  R.P.Ce V. P.LO5.

~

7

(3) Spottiswoode, History of the Church of Scotland ITI p.67
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baronis and ministeris unsuspect, to the noumer of three or fourfe
conjunctlie at the fewest," associated with them.  Such commissioners
were neither to proceed to the execution of the accused nor to meddle with
their possessions. Finally consulters being equally guilty with the
consulted, commissioners were to report the names of all such offenders to
the king within fifteen days, Failure to obey the new conditions involved
loss of the commissioners part of the exheat in addition to further
penalties in person and goods, (1)

Neither the king nor the Kirk was prepared to let ma.tters'rest there,
James was evidently determined to prove that for once the Privy Council
decree had to be enforced for on 16 September he sent a pérsmal ¢ ommand
to the Royal Burgh of Stirling: It is our will and we command you that ye
faill not (all excuses set apart) to send to us at Linlythgw, vpoun
Tyisdasy nixt,--- pricket wiche, presentlie in your waird, that scho may be
reddy thair that nycht at evin attending aur cuming for hir tryell in that
depositioun scho has maid aganis Capitane Herring and his wyffe and for
dur better resolution of the treuth thairof," (2)

Further action was soon taken by the Kirk. On 1 September 1597
the Presbytery of St. Andrews, shocked at the prevalent method of witch
detection, supplicated the king "for the repressing of the horrible sbuse -
of/

(1) R.?.C. V.pp.409, 410.
(2) Renwick "Records of the Burgh of Stirling" p.86.



of carrying a witch about." (1) The matter was taken up by the General
Assenbly which in its "grieves" drawn up for presentation to James VI on

9 March 1597-98 decided "To advyce with his lMajeftie, if the carieing of
profeft witches from towne to towne, to try witchcraft in vthers, be lawfull
ordinar tryall of witcheraft, or nocht." (2) The king's reply on the same
day was to the effect "that be ane act of the laft rarliament, it is remittit
to certaine of his Hienes Counfell, certaine iinifters (3) and Advocates,

to conclude upon (a solid order) anent tryall of witches, and to advyoce
whither the forfaid carieing of witches is permiffive, (or not)" (4)

The joint committee was undoubtedly another stage in the king's efforts
to place trial for witchcraft on a sound legal basis.  Nevertheless the
likelihood is thet it never met for no reference to its work occurs in the
official records of rarliament, rrivy Council or the Kirk, The probable
explanation is that James changed his mind and instead of using the joint
cormittee decided to rely, as he had already been doing, on the I'rivy
Council if further action was required (5) This is borne out by the
significant fact that Parliament did not again consider witchecraft for
forty four years.

The next phase in witcharaft legislation opened quietly in 1641 with
the presentation to Parliament of the overtures and desires of the

commissioners/

(1) Fleming. St. Andrews Kirk Sessibn Register II p.801

(2) B.U.K. III p.937.

(3) calderwood., Kirk of Scotland V. p,687 omits the ministers.
(4¥) B.U.K. III p. 937.

(5) As he did in 1609 of R.FP.8, VIII pp.328, 329; XIV 612; infra p.93-96.



commissioners of the Kirk, Section 13 demanded that the acts against
charmers, sorcerers and consulters be renewed and put in execution (1)

In laying this overture before parliament the Kirk could not claim the
justification of any increase in witchcraft, for there had actually been

a very marked decline in the number of prosecutions since the peak years

of 1629-30 (2) But the new brooms of the Fresbyterians, first turned
against the aust of Episcopacy in the Glasgow Assembly in 1638 were
searching out fresh corners to be swept by 1641, Parliament was content
to enter thé overtures in the appendix to its legislation, but in the
interval between the 1641 Parliament and the succeeding one which by law
was due to meet in 164, the General Assembly dévoted more time than ever
before to witcheraf't, In August 1642 the General Assembly accepted
overtures that being confident of the zeal of the "Judge Ordinair,"
presbyteries should delate to them persons guilty of gross sins, including
witcheraft and sorcery. (3) The 1643 General Assembly followed up this
instruction to Presbyteries by approving the first complete exposition of
the ecclesiastical standpoint regarding the heresy of witchcraft. The
causes of witchcraft, reasons‘f’or its increase, methods of ensuring confession,
grounds of apprehension and treatment of accused while in custody were all
detailed for the guidance of presbyteries, ministers and elders who, in the

same/

(l) A.Poso Vc Pt &60
Acts of Gen, Assembly 1640 p.19.; infra p., 65

(2) Compare the number of witchcraft entries in the R.P,C, during 1628-29
(2nd Ser. IT and III) with the complete lack of entries during
1638, 1639, 1640, 1641, (2nd Ser, VII of also Black"Calender of Cases
of Witcharaft for the years under discussion. N

(3)  A.G.A, 1642 Seff XI p.21; infra p.66



same overtures, were enlightened as to their duties when faced with
witcheraft. That all this machinery might work #moothly the General
Assenbly at the same time put forward a demand "That a ftanding Commiffion
for a certain time be had from the Lords of Secret Councel, or Juftice
Generall," (1)

With such a drive against witchcraft, backed by the whole organisation
of the Kirk the number of cases of witchcraft showed an enormous increase
in 1643 (2) When Parliament met in 164L it was consequently presented
with what smounted to a "fait accompli'. To their credit the M P's
refused to be stampeded into a blind acceptance of the Kirk's dex;lands.
They approved "pe ordor tame be pé‘ Commifsionares of the Generall Afsembly
for the spprehending trying and executing of witches and punifhing of
Charmers and confulteres", but then took refuge in that favourite
parliamentary device for gaining time, a committee of lawyers, physicians
and divines which was to report in the first place to the next Assembly,
which in turn was to report to parlisment. On the erucial demand for
standing commissions parliament was adamant, laying down "in the interim
pe eftates ordeanes the Lordes of secreit Counfell To grant Commifsiones
for trying and executing of witches According to ther formar cuftome and

Juftice/

(1) Acts of Gen Assembly 1643. Seff Ult. p.27.; infra pp. 66

(2) Black, Calendar of Cases of Witchcraft pp 51-53.

R.Poc. VII 2nd Ser, PP-595, 596’ 599’ 600, 6’4-30

R,P.C., 2rd Ser VIII XIV, 12, 18, 19.

Stevenson., History of the Church of Scotland p,1084 re 1643.
"Witchoraft abounding, fo such at this time, no lefs than thirty
perfons having, in a few months, been burnt in Fife alone, the
General Affembly named a Committee to examine into the nature
and cure of that dreadful fin,"



Ilre

Justice," (1)

The SCOttish Parliament has so fequently been contrasted to its
disadvantage, with that of Englend that such a decisive stand against a
Kirk then near the zenith of its power is worthy of special notice and
praise,

The cautious attitude of the lé4). Parliament, despite the energetic
action of the Kirk, found its justification in the following years when
witcheraft prosecutions almost ceased (2) This sudden decline in witch
hunting coincided with a period of comparative inactivity on the part of
the General Assembly which showed so little interest in the joint
committee proposed by Parliament that five years elapsed before it made any
serious efforts to make the committee function by nominating the necessary
representatives in August 1649. (3) The suspicion is unavoidsble that the
General Aséembly was stung into action by the prior decisions of rarliament,
which meeting in January 16,9 proceeded to emphasise its conservative
outlook on fhe subjecet of witchcraft. Ignoring such "modern" devices as
standing comissions and joint committees Parliament concentrated on
perfecting the Witcheraft Act of\1563, which, in the eyes of successive

generations/

(1) A.P.S, VI Pt.1 p.197

(2) R.P.C. 2nd Ser VIII covering 1644-49 has no witchoraft cases 4%
Black, "Calendar of Cases of Witchoraft pp 55,56.

(3) A.G.A, 1649 p.26, ; infra p, 68



generations, had not explicitly laid down the death penalty for consulters. (1
All ambiguity on the fate of such sinners having been removed, parliament
ratified and approved "all former acts made aganst witches Sorcerers
Necromancers and Confulters wt pame." (2)

Thus after a struggle which had lasted from 1641 to 1649 Parliament
had successfully resisted the demands of the Kirk for more energetic
prosecution of witchcraft cases by first fighting a delaying ection in
164 and then taking advantage of the slackening of its opponents offensive
to consolidate itself in its old position.

Parliament's handling of the serious outbreak of witchcraft at
Inverkeithing in the spring of 1649 give further proof of its belief that
the well tried methods of witchcraft prosecution were sufficiently effective
in themselves provided they were enforced without fear or favour.

In Inverkeithing the magistrates found such opposition to their
witch hunting that "defyrous for help in examining and bringing witches to
confeffioun" they appealed to the Synod of Fife which referred the problem
to the Presbytery of Dunfermline (3) Having deligated certain of its
nunber to bring suspects to a confession of their orime, the Presbytery
found its endeavours blocked by various members of the Kirk Session
"having interest in the persons presentlie delated." (4) The Presbytery
of Dunfermline therefore laid down, that nine elders "shall forbeire to
sitt in Sessione till this business be tryed concerning those persons

delated/

(1) Supra pp.17,26,30 The death penalty was not enforced of
: infra pp.123,170,245 250

(2)  A.P.S. VI Pt. 2.p.152

(3) 1Minutes gf the Synod of Fife p,166

(&) Stephen Inverkeithing and Rosyth Pl

-
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delated." (1)

Even that drastic prohibition failed to meke the wheels of Jjustice
run more smoothly for on 12 July the resbytery, evidently at its wits'
end turned to Parliament and supplicated "That yee will be pleafit
ather to command ane of the Jjuftice deputs todfattend in the forfd
prefbrie and parifhes abovewrin ffor holding of Juftice Cowrts and putting
to the tryell of ane affyfe fuch as_ or fhall be found gwiltie of the finne
of witchcraft as they fhall be defyrit or to grannt ane ftanding
commiffione.," This latter suggestion was obviously the solution favoured
by the Presbytery for the supplication backed up this request with a
reference to the advocacy of standing commissions in the 16,3 General
Assenbly.

True to its recently expressed opinions to adhere to the old and
well-tried methods of trial Farliament ignored the supplication. But
within three weeks developments of a character so unusual in Scottish
witch hunting had taken place that a solution of the problem could no
longer be delayed., The magistrates, in April all too ready to stir the
Kirk into action against the suspects now found their own wives accused
of witchcraf't. Their enthusiasm suddenly evaporating, like that of the
nine members of the Kirk Session, they refused to apprehend their wives.
The rresbytery hurried to Inverkeithing and made them see the folly of
their ways, but as soon as they were once again left to themselves "the

magifitrates/

(1)  Tbid p.il4l.
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magiftrates and toune counfall flights that work." (1) On the 31 July
the Presbytery therefore presented a supplication to Parliament detailing
all the circumstances and demanding that a commission be granted to certain
honest men of the burgh "to apprehend put in firmance and fuilr waird fuch
perfouns within the faid brut as the faid pref’bitrie‘ of Dnnfermling fall
put to tryell for the cryme of witcheraft with power to them to Doe the
Dewtie of the magiftrats to the effect abone fpeit™ (2) With a request
80 obviously in accord with the normal practice rarliament could have
no quarrel, consequently the desired commission was granted on 7 August. (3)
The following year witnessed an abortive attempt to place witcheraft
business in the hands of a committee of Parliament specially sppointed
for such duties, That attempt was the natural outcomeof the increasing
reliance placed by rarliament after the revival of a Committee of Estates
in 1639, DBy an act passed in June 18,0 the Committee of Estates was
empowered to do everything necessary for the successful prosecution of the
war, for the ordering of the country and "for mentesnance and prefervatiocune
of the religioune and liberties of this kingdam" while i’arliament was not
in session (4) In the same year rarliament further extended the committee

system by delegating to small committees of its menbers specific business,

for/

(1) A.p.S, VI Pt.2, p.510. One of the women accused was Marjorie Durie,
wife of Robert Browne, and daughter of George Durie, town clerk of
Inverkeithing. Stephen,Inverkeithing and Rosyth p.lilh.

(2) A,>28, VI rt, 2, p.301.

(3) Ibid p.371.

(%)  Ibid V pp.282-L4,
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for attention during the session, With the appointment of a "Committee
for the Billis" to consider "all billis and fupplicatiopeé and to report

in audience of the whole eftates of Parliament" (1) the machinery necessary
for the effective use of parliamentary committees, either during or
between sessions of rarliament was complete,

It is corroborative of what has already been said of the conservative
outlook of Parliament towards the witchcraf't problem that for some years
no use was made of a system so obviously adapted for dealing with requests
for witchcraft cammissions., But with the growing interest of Parliament
in witcheraft in 1649 it is not surprising to find that for the first time
Presbyteries desirous of obtaining commissions applied, in some instances,
not to the rrivy Council, but to the Committee of Estates. (2) This
increase :Ln witcheraft business evidently made ;Jax‘liaﬁent realise the
possibilities of using the committee system it. had now built up for in
May 1650 "The Eftaittis of parliament Ordanes a Comittee to be eftablifhed
of 3 of evrie eftait to be named be the bodyes wt the kingis advocat F

Juftice depattp any fyve to be the quorum to confidder of the depositiones

and otherf paperf to be given in concerneing witchis, and give power upoun
pr report to the L Chanclar to fubferryve warrandp to putt to tryell or

execuone," (3) Four days later the committee was instructed to think

upoun,/

(1) A.P.S. V. p.318

(2)  AP.S. VI Pt 2 p.563.
Paterson. Countfy of Ayr II p,93.

(3) A.P. S-EP"}. 2. PP-563, 561+o
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upoun a conftant wé,y of procedine in the proceffing of witches in tyme
coming." (1)

There was much to éommend such a course, The country was faced not
only with isolated cases of witchcraft in such widely scattered centres as
Dunfermline (2) Strathbogie, (3) Insoh, (4) Eyemouth, (5) Aberdour (6)
Renfrew (7) Glendevon, (8) and Lilliesleaf (9) but with an unprecedented
series of outbreaks involving numerous suspects in the counties of
Renfrew £10) Ayr (11) Bute (12) Lanark (13) Peebles (14) Selkirk (15)

Lothian/

(1) Ibid p.566.

(2) Henderson. Kirk Session Records of Dunfermline p, 3l

(3) Stuart. Presbytery Book of Strathbogie p.124, 134.

(4) Davidson, Inverurie and the earldom of Garioch pp.306, 307
(5) Webster., Tracts on Witcheraft. pp.107, 108.

(6) Ross, Aberdour and Incheolme pp, 325-8,

(7) R.,P.C. 2nd Ser, VIII pp.211~220

(8) Marshall Historic Scenes in Perthshire p, 277.

(9) Craig-Brown - History of Selkirkshire I p.201

(10) Fraser - Maxwell of Pollok I pp.350-352.
Murray - Kilmacolm pp.56,57.

(11) Ppaterson - County of Ayr II pp. 91-93,

(12) Paton - Kingarth Parish Records pp, 7-28.
Hewison - Bute in the Olden Times II pp.261-263,

(13) Robertson -~ rresbytery of Lanark pp. 74-82,
Hunter Bigger and the House of Gleming p.386.
(U4) Gunn. Cross Kirk reebles pPp.137, 138; Linton Church p, 21.

(15) Craig-Brown - History of Selkirkshire I p.45l.



Lothian (1) Fife (2) and Angus (3) Presbyteries had begun to show a not
unnatural alarm which had spread to theCommission of the General Assembly i)

The whole situation was rendered more complicated than ever before
by a political situation in which Parliament found itself at once
conducting delicate negotiations with Carles at Breda, and preparing to
meet the best ermy in BEurope which Cromwell was about to lead across the
Border. The Kirk might focus its attention on witcheraft but Parliament
had other and more important matters to engage its attention, With
delegation of duties to committees commoner than ever before between 1647
and 1651, one more committee was the obvious method of relieving the
harassed estates of the work involved in the examination of applications
for witchcraft commissions, Such a step must have appeared doubly
attractive to busy members of rarliement as the striking similarity of
eviderce advanced against the suspects rendered the whole business little
more than a matter of routine in most cases,

There is no evidence that the Xirk took any obJjection to the committee

set/

(1) Waddell - And 014 Kirk Chronicle pp. 99-102.
Scottish Notes and Queries III pp. 122, 123; IV pp.27, 28.

(2) Henderson - Kirk Session Records of Dunfermline pp.3l, 33, 36.
Kinloch - Presbyteries of St. Andrews and Cupar pp. 130-158
Minutes of the Synod of Fife pp, 165-170.

St;zgnson - Iresbytrie Booke of Kirkcaldie pp.339, 340, 350-353,

(3) Black~ History of Bre¥chin p,75
Records of the rresbytery of Brechin pp.35-38, 38-43, 44-51,

(%) Mitchell - Commissions of the General Assemblies II pp.39Y3, 413, 4ll.
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set up to deal with "depositiones and otherf papei'f to be given in
concerneing witchis," (1), but its reaction to the proposal that the
powers of the committee be extended "to think upoun a conftant way of
procedine in the proceffing of witches in tyme to coming." (2) was
instantaneous, Within twenty four hours the Commission of the General
Assenbly had passed a humble desire and overture "That some course were
taken for a generall Comission for tryall and punishment of witches.,"  They
backed up this revival of their favourite request by stressing "the
great charges, besyde the losse of tyme, that people from all corners of
the countrey have in attending here vpon particular Comissions." (3)

~ From its incoption the committee seems to have been in difficulties
for on 31 May it was actually reporting to Parliament on the case of Iscbel
Alexander (4) - a totally unnecessary procedure according to the terms
of its creation. By the 26 November the witchcraft committee had ceased
to function for on that date rarliament "Ordanes the Comittee of bill to
tak in confideraone paper%_' given in concerning witches " (5) a_ﬁa on 2nd

December/

(1) A.2.S. VI Pt2 p.56l,
(2) Ibid p.566.
(3) Mitchell - Commissions of the Genersl Assembly IT ;o '
. 4 P.4l; of Irving
Dumbartonshire pp.62-6 forthe trouble getting witnesses to go to
Edinburgh. '
(%) A.p.S, VI Pt.2 p.576.

(5) TIbid p.608.



L2,

Decenber Parliament was once more dealing with witcheraft cases (1)

With the recards of rarliament ané}/(}eneral Assembly alike coming to an
abrupt terminati on - consequent upon the Cromwellian conquest of Scotland (2)
there is small profit in indulging in elsborate speculation why the
committee was such a sudden and disastrous failure except to suggest that
following upon the defeat of the Scottish army at Dunbar on 3 September
1650 the flood of supplications for witchcraft commissions which

parliament seemed, with reason, to have anticipated did not. materialise (3)
In the changed circumstances the conservatism of rarlisment reasserted
itself to such an extent that it fell back on the old and well tried
methods of dealing with the small amount of witchcraft business brought
before it, It is ironical to reflect that on the only occasion upon which
Parliament threw aside its policy of cautious conservatism its excellent
administrative proposal should have died almost as soon as it was bom,

With the Restoration the ten years hiatus in the activities of the
Scottish Parliament ceme to an end, 1lMeeting for the first time on 1
January 1661 Pﬁrliament immediately turned its attention to the demolition
of the I'resbyterian legislation which ran counter to 1-;he political and
religious beliefs of the monarchy,

By the 3 April witcheraft business was once more obtruded upon its

deliberations/

(1) Ibid k. 614.

(2) The Committee of Estates was ceptured by the English at Alyth on
28 August 1651, Lang. History of Scotlend III p.256, The
General Assembly, torn by internal dissensions, was finally
suppressed in July 1653. Ibid p,265, Baillie 'Letters and
Journals IIT p.225,

(3 Infra p, 336
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deliberations with the demand for and granting of a commission to try
certain witches at Samuelston. (1) Vithin three months fourteen more
commissions had been granted, Such a heavy demand for commissions,
equalled only by that of 1649 was the inevitable result of the Cromwellian
interregnum during which events had conspired to bring asbout a new low
level in the nunber of witchcraft cases.

Rent from top to bottom by the embittered strife of.Resolutiongrs and
rrotestors, the Kirk had been in no position to wield its customary
authority in the sphere of witch hunting. But even united the Kirk could
have achieved little, for the tramp of Roundhead soldiers had sounded the
knell of its domination, Well might the Fresbytery of Aberdeen lament
"Excommunicats are goeing avowedlie in our streets now in Aﬁerdene, are
playing openlie at goulfe in our linkes, whilk before December 14 (1650) they
durst not have done." (2) Presbytery and Kirk Session records furnish
ample proof of the disorganisation brought upon the work of the Kirk by the
arrival of the English (3).

Where the church courts did succeed in functioning they immediately
came into contact with the English Commissioners of Justice, By

refusingz/

(1) A,2.8, VII p.31.
(2) lMitchell Commissions of General Assemblies IIT p,250.

(3) "Those twelve months bypast the brethren could not meet by reasone
of the garisones of the enemie within everie corner of the
boundes of the Presbyterie and thair dailie motions to and from all
these parts" Murray - Records of a Falkirk Parish I p.,179. of also
Renwick Records of the Royal Burgh of ILanark p,146; infra rpd 78,179,
3

B}
-



refusing to accept the type of evidence advanced for so long by Kirk
Sessions and local busybodies that use and wont had made it sufficient to
gain convictions, the commissioners had put an effective check on wholesale
convictions. (1) More subtle, but equally effective, was the Commissioners'
hebit of summoning accused persons and their accusers to Edinburgh. When
faced with a journey to Edinburgh many a parsimonious Scotsman suddenly

lost all enthusiasm for witeh hunting. (2)

While all those factors combined to dam. up witchcraft prosecutions
during the interregnum, they did not alter in one iota the prevailing
belief in the power of the devil and his emissaries. Scotsmen only
lamented the louder at the freedom accorded to the inhabitants of "Satans
Invisible World."  Robert Baillie correctly summed up the popular feeling
when he wrote to his cousinQBSpang "There is much witcherie up and downe our
land; though the English be but too fpareing to try it, yet fome they
execute." (3) No great perspicuity was required to foretell that once the
restraining hand of the Roundheads was withdrawn the floodgates of

prosecution/

(1) "Ther was a jurie of Englifhes, that fatt att Stirling, (called the
Juftice Ayre) and they cited before them witches, adulterres,
bouggerres, inceftous perfons, and fuch as had leyen with beafts,
As for the witches, they had libertie to goe home againe, vpon
caution, till Apr. 1653" Lamont Yiary September 1652 p..45.

L October 1652 "Letters that sixty persons, men and women were
accused before the commissioners for administration of justice

in Scotland at the last circuit for witches; but they found so much
malice, and so little proof against them, that none were condemned"
Whitelock Memorials ITI p.,L53.

(2) Irving - Dumbartonshire I pp,61-6k.

(3) Baillie Letters and Journals III p.436.
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urosecution would be opened wider than ever before (1) ©1d wives who had

successfully evaded the flames during the Cromwellian interregnum were

now hailed to Jjustice and speedily cdndemned (2) It was small wonder that

between/

(1)

(2)

Cromwell was hardly in his grave when the Scottish trials for witchcraft
began to increase of NcDowall "Dumfries p.L30; Nicoll- Diary pp.228,
233; Spottiswoode liscellany II p.68. Blagk Calendar of Cases of
Witcheraft, p.6h.

Legge. Witchcraft in Scotland p.267 declares "After the death of
Cromwell in 1658 38 women and 2 men were executed in Edinburgh and
the neighbouring counties. As is frequently the case with this
writer he gives no references to Jjustify his figures,

Margeret NcWilliam, a native of Bute, was first delated by confessing
witches in 1639. She was again accused in 1645 but the Kirk
Session simply "took the same to ther advisement." In 1649 she was
imprisoned and the devils' mark found on her body., "But throw the
confusion of the tymes then she was lett out upon Candes." In
1662, along with many others, she was at last brought to justice."
(liacphail "Highland Papers III p.,l4) One of the many commissions
issued by the Privy Council on 7 May 1662 was for a commission to
try and judge her (R.’.C. 3rd Ser I. p.208)

Xatharine Xey of Newburgh was charged with witchcraft in 1653. She
was again before the Kirk Session and Presbytery in 1655. Four
times the beadle called in vain at the church door for witnesses and
she escaped by doing public repentance (Simpkins County Folklore VII
PP.98, 99) But in November 1661 the -rivy Council issued a
comnission for her trial (R...C. 3rd Ser I +,78.)

In July 1661 the Kirk Session Records of Aberdour state "Finding that,
in all parts, they are doing something for the dinging down of the
kingdom of Sathan, the Session thought that they likewise would do
something for Gods glory --- Seeing there are severalls in this toune,
that long ago should have been apprehended for witcheraft, and never
hands yet laid upon them, wherefore the Session desires the Bailzie
to cause apprehended for witchcraft, and never hands yet laid upon
them, wherefore the Session d851res the Bailzie to cause apprehend
and incarcerate presently: Ilargaret Currie and Catherlne Robertson"
(Ross - Aberdour and Inchcolme p,329) Comment on such an entry is
superfluous!

The above examples are worthy of special note as they prove that the
opinion common among certain students of witcheraft that times of
trouble lead to outbreaks of witcheraft is at best no more than one
half of the story.

e.g. Hutchinson - Historical Essay on Witchcraft p.38.

Notestein - History of Witcheraft p.196.
Lecky - History of Rationalism I p,68.
Kitterdge -~ Witcheraft in 01d and New England P. 331,

An o0ld wife was Just as likely to be left unmolested in the general
religious and political confusion of infra pp.177~173 and pp.
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between April and July 1661 Parliament was deluged with demands for
commissions. (1)

Noone would have been more incredulous than the menbers of Parliament
if they had been told that the commissions they issued on 12 July 1661
Mr, Johne Prestoun and other to judge eight accused in Gilmerton were the
last witchcraft business ever to be transacted by the Scottish
Parliament, (2) There is a simple explanation of this, at first sight,
surprising fact., The Restoration was not only of the royal line of

Stuart/

(1) The view has repeatedly been advanced since the 17th century that
witcheraft was treated with special severity by Puritans and
Presbyterians e.g.

Hutchinson., Historical Essay on Witchcraft p..49.

Kittredge. Witchcraft in 0ld and New England p.368, quoting Ady's
Candle in the Dark and his own remarks thereon.

Scott, Demonology and Witchcraft pp.22,, 225,

Lecky, History of Rationalism p.1ll6.

Chambers, Domestic Annals III p.l135.

Notestein., History ofWitcheraft. pp.195, 196, 197.

Without exception those writers quietly ignore the fact that the
most intense of all witchcraft persecutions in 1661-62 fell within -
the period of Episcopalian domination, . H. Browoq seems aware
of the problem but avoids any definite explanation of the great
outbreak of 1661-62, He is content to write "For this there may
have been a double reason, The Cromwellian Courts of Justice
had discounteranced accusations of witchcraft, sc that a long
arrear of sufpected persons remained to be dealt with, and the
clergy of the Restoration church had to give proof that they were
as zealous against the powers of darkness as their predeceséors
under the Covenants (R.».C, #d Ser I, introd Iv) His first
tentative reason agrees with the conclusions stated above; his
second is open to the serious objection that the Episcopali}:n
clergy were never given to attempts to win over Presbyterians by
their religious zesl, Theirs was the way of force culminating
in the "Killing Times." ©For the violent outburst in 1661-62
there is another simple explanation swsw=ew28d, Infra p.337n.

(2) A,p.S. VII ia. 336,



Stuarts but of their method of governing Scotland. That meant the
restoration in all its pristine glory of the Privy Council which had been
the recognised authority for dealing with applications for witcheraf't
commissions., Not till 1649 had Parliament issued its first witchcraft
commission (1) Now there was a return to th?gld system, A
chronological examination of dates tells the whole story. Parliament
met on 1 January 1661 and dealt with witchcraft commissions till it
issued its last on thelZ2 July. The Privy Council met for the first
time on the 13 July, for the second on the 18 July, and for the third
time on the 25 July when it dealt with the first of the greatest spate
of requests for witchcraft commissions in the history of Scottish
vritcheraf't,

In the legislative sphere Parliament never again found it necessary
to tamper with the Witchcraft Act of 1563. The re-enacting of the
witcharaft legislation in 16,9, and its extension to consulters gave to
the Privy Council in which there rapidly developed a distinctly sceptical
outlook on witchcraft, more than all the power that body required to deal
with the devil's followers. Moreover Parliement was blessed beyond the
dreams of its predecessors in the absence of a General Assembly to rally
the forces of the Kirk against the powers of darkness, The days of
articles, overtures and "humble" petitiohs from th#&eneral Assembly to
rarlisment were over before the Assembly again met in 1690,

With the Kirk then prepared to accept the status quo, as it demonstrated
when/

(1)  A.r.s, VI, ii, P.420, emdmpusme
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when it decided "it is fit, that former Acts of General Affemblies
concerning Witch-craft were revived, and Recommended to the care of all
Presbytries." (1) there was no likelihood of the rarliament being urged
to introduce new, or amend the old witchcraft legislation. Any such attempt
would doubtless have been foredoomed to failure for had not Sir James
Ogilvie, Secretary of State for Scotland written to Sir John Maxwell of
rollok during the serious outbreak of witchcraft in Renfrewshire:
"Whitehall, 17th Aprile 1697------ if you doe proceed against the witches,
let it be upon good and sure grounds, or vtherwayes you will not escape
the sensure of many of the English, who doe scarcely beleive that ther

is any such thing as ane witch." (2)

In 1736 the Parliament of Great Britain repealed the English and
Scottish acts against witchcraft, It was further enacted that after 2.
June 1736 no person was to "pretend to exercife or ufe any Kin;;’ of
Witchoraft, Sorcery, Inchantment or Conjuration, or undertake to tell
Fortunes, or pretend from his or her Skill or Knowledge in any occult
or crafty Science to difcover where or in what Manner any Goods or
Chattles, fuppofed to have been ftolen of loft, may be found." Conviction
under this seotion of the act was to be punished by a year in prison,

without/

(1)  Acts of Gen Assembly 1699 p. 26,

(2) Fraser "Maxwells of Pollok II p,106.
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without option of bail, and a sixty minute appearance in the pillory once
a quarter on market day.

Certain broad conclusions can be drawn from the above discussion on
the Scottish Psrliament and Witchcraf't, In the first place no
widespread demand either by Scotsmen in general or by the Kirk in
particular led to theScottish witchcraft act of 1563. The act was
essentially a peace offering thrown to an angry and disgruntled Kirk in
quite the best 20th century parliamentary tradition.

In the second place Parliament seems to have rushed through an act
which was unnecessarily harsh, Death for witches, in the country accepted:
death for consulters it refused to consider, No befter example of the
fact that the ultimate power behind all witchcraft persecution is the
people could be found than the quietly effective cold shouldering of this
provision of the act,

In the third place attention must be directed to the rather remarkable
fact that almost a hundred years were to elapse before the legal
interpretation to be placed on the act and the method of its enforcement
were established, Parliament, Crown and Kirk each in its turn, when it
felt sufficiently strong, attempted to impose its particular solution.

Parliament was first to recognise the necessity for some guidance
to the courts which had no experience in the handling of witchoraft
cases, But by remitting the matter to the Lords of the Articles, who
took no action, rarliament missed a golden opportunity of stebilising
witcheraft procedure before its great rival, the General Asserbly, had

developed/
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developed definite ideas upon the subject. liatters were allowed to

arift along until, as has been shown, James VI became personally interested
in the enforeement of the 1563 Witchcraft Act. That much maligned

monarch is due great credit for the energy with which he tackled the
problem, by Frivy Council decrees, His solutiox%;f the problem endured
unaltered except for certain advances in judicial practice in the courts
until the Kirk in its overweaning power tried to overthrow it between

1641 and 16,9,

Contrary to thé commonly accepted view the Kirk as has been
abundantly demonstrated made no eppeals to rarliament regarding witchcraft
for long after the act was passed in 1563, and Parliament in turn did not
at first trouble to consult the ministry on witchcraft matters, In fact
for many years the Xirk did not seem at all certain how to dealgs’ with
witcheraft problems; but between 161 and 16,9 a church militant and
rampant attempted to browbeat “arliament into acceding to its views,
Tribute has already been paid to the triumphant resistance of Parliament
to what were rightly held to be exorbitant demands for changes in the
application of the acts against witcheraft. But when Parlisment,
flushed with its successful resistance to the Kirks demends, tackled the
old problem which it had shirked 83 years earlier it was only to see its
tentative plans brought to nought by the Cromwellisn invasion.

A1l the difficulties associated with the interpretation and
enforcement of the act could very well have been left , @8 in truth : they

were for long periods, in the hands of the Privy Ssuncil and judges.

When/
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When rarliament was invoked it was as a means of furthering the endsof
CGrown and Kirk, With the Crown supreme throughout most of the years
during which the act was in force it was only natural rrivy Council and
,judges: should have adopted the Crown's in{;}}pretation of the act. That
Parliament should have been prepared not only to acquiesce in the Crowns
solution of the witchcraft problems but also to support the status quo,
even to the extent of defying the Kirk suggests that it accepted in its
essentials the system of trial elaborated by the Crown and its officials,
With Parlisment little more than a court of record throughout the greater
part of its existence all the more credit is therefore due to the menbers
for their energetic action during the ‘lgéwlipse of the royal power in the
Civil War when they stepped into the simes of the Crown as a conservative
force willing to carry on the old system,

By so doing Parliament prevented the initiation of any awkward
changes in witchcraft procedure, rendered all the easier the return of the
0ld methods of trial in 1660, and prevented the Kirk from harbouring any

vf'antax"bic ideas as to witchcraft procedure when General Assemblies again

met in 1690,
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CHAPTERIII

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND WITCHCRART.

While responsibility for the witchoraft legislation of 1563 rested
primarily on the shoulders of a parlisment desirous of placating a Xirk
taunted almost beyond endurance, the inevitable result of the act was to
bring into prominence the very crime it was designed to combat (1)  Within
a few months the Kirk which had evinced no interest in witchcraft in its
brief existence was faced with the problem of its position relative to the
new act, Founding its teaching very largely on the 0ld Testament the Kirk
could not be unaware of the Scriptural injunction "Thou shalt not suffer a
witch to live," Its effective application of the new act was to occupy
the attentions: of successive General Assemblies from 1563 to 1707.
Naturally the degree of interest exhibited and the methods considered
best adgpted to rid Scotland of the sin of witchcraft were ever varying,
They can best be studied from the dual viewpoints of the General Asseubly's
relations with such temporal authorities as the king, parlimanet, privy
council and judges, and its internal rélations with the presbyteries
kirk Sessions and ministers,

The General Assembly and the Temporal Authorities.

From the earliest Christian times there had been a certain

confusion as to the authorities ultimately responsible for the punishment

of/

1) Notestein, History of Viitcheraft p.5.
Ewen Witcheraft and Demonianism PP« 39-41.
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of witchcraft, Rulers converted to Christianity frequently tufned the
forces of the law against their subjects who persisted in worshipping the
heathen gods of their ancestors, (1) The employment fgr witcheraft in
tréasonable attempts on rulers also provoked violent punishment at the
hands of the royal courts (2) At first the Roman Catholic Church had
shown no great alarm at the isolated cases df witcheraft cropping up
throughout western Europe, (3) but as the passing years saw the old
beliefs in charms, spells and necromancy gradually merge into the witcheoraft
of the iater Middle Ages the spiritual guardians found new occasion for
alarm, As the evidence of a sect of devil worshippers entering into
compact with Satan beéan to accumulate the attitude of the Roman Catholic
Church underwent a change (4) The first papal bull dealing directly
with witchcraft was issued in 1258, but in it inquisitors were warned to
intervene in cases of witchcraft only if there was clear evidence of
heresy (5) In the following two hundred years the church became

convinced that it had to deal. with a new heretical sect - the witches.

Pqpal/

(1) Murray Witch Cult in Western Europe pp.22, 23.
(28) Supra p.9 text; and note No. 4)1)(10‘
(3) Summers ‘Geography of Witchcraft.“:Séh.

(4) Lecky "History of Rationalism" 51,52 G,L. Kittredge - "Witchcraft
in 0ld and New England" 246,

(5) Summers. "Geography of Witchcraft" 52.
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Papal bulls in increasing mugbers poured forth to culminate in the famous
bull of 1484 (1)

Generally speaking it may be said that where the interests of the
éta‘te had not been threatened the mediaeval church had been left to deal
wifh those guilty of witchcraft (2)

With few cases of witcheraft and no act of parliament on the. subject
pre-Reformation Scotland had also been content to leave the execution of
Justice on those guilty d‘ witcheraft to church c/);i state as the
individual circumstances might decide (%) The act of 1563 was at once a
challenge and an incentive to lay and ecclesiastical courts alike, Strange
to relate the Kirk did not at first carry on the mediaeval tradition of the
direct interest of the spiritual courts in the detection and punishment of
ordinary cases of ﬁitchoraft in which the crown had not interest, The
first mention of witchcraft in the records of the General Assembly was on
the 31st December 1563 when the superintendents of Fife and Galloway
delated four women for witchcraft, The minutes record that "The Lorty of
Privie Counfell wad requeifted to take order therein." (4) The almost

casual/

(1) The consensus of opinion is that this bull gave a great impetus to
witcheraft prosecution, though Summers takes the contrery view

that it was no more than one of a long series of papal
condemnations,

e.g. Lecky - History of Rationalism Ps e

Summers - History of Witcheraft 12,13 gives a list of authorities
who disagree with his intrepretation.

(2) Notestein. History of Witcheraft pp.5-10.

(3) Supra pp gandll for cases of priest of Inverkeithing and Lady
Glamis. .

(%) B.U.K. I. L.
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casual dismissal §f the matters bears out what has already been said
concerning the attitude of the Kirk towards witchcraft in the early years
of its existence (1) The quiet acceptance of the Privy Council as the
body best able to deal with the crime was a precedent which a more
powerful and aggressive Kirk was doubtless to regret in later years,

On the 25th June 1565 there was presented to the Crown the forerunner
of many "articles" in which the General Assembly included for the first
time witchcraft, sorcery and necromancy in the long list of "horrible
crymes" which it requested "be feverlie punifhed; and judges appointit in
every province or dyocie for the execution thereof, with power to doe the
fame, and that be Act of rarliament." (2) The article is of interest not
so much for the first official ecclesiastical condemnation of witchcraft as
for the light which it throws upon the judicial position, The First Book
of Discipline had been explicit that "Biasphemye, adulterie, murthour,
perjurie, and uthir crymes capitall.worthie of death, aucht not
properlie to fall under censure of the Cﬁrche; becaus all suche oppin
transgressouris of Goddis lawis aucht to be tackin away be the civill
swearde." (3) Going on to lament the weskness brought upon the civil

sword by the struggles sgainst papacy, the First Book of Discipline laid

down/

(1) Supra pp.16-19
(2) B.UQKO I.GO

(3)  B.U.K. II p.227.
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down that the Kirk should however deal with‘all crimes, It will be obvious
that in presenting this article for the queen's attention the Assenbly

not only made no attempt to differentiate between the crimes to be dealt
with by the Church or state courts, but was willing to abrogate the

judicial powers it had claimed five years earlier, Clearly the Kirk's
views upon the authority responsible for punishment of crimes, including
witcheraft, now explicitly condemned for the first time, were in a state of
flux.

Ample proof that the inclusion of witchcraft in the articles implied
no special slarm at, or claim to deal with the crime, was furnished two
years later when fourteen barons and burgesses dealt with the method of
inguisition and trial of witchcraft without the assistance of the four
ministers specially selected to assist them in deaiing with matters
concerning "the eftait of pe Kirk" (1) The efforts of the infant church
to establish itself in thémface of the crippling greed of the nobility and
the machinations of Queen Mary and her friends probably account for the
scant attention devoted to the punishment of crime, But with Mary a
prisoner in England, and liorsy, a good friend of Knox and the Kirk acting
as regent the quieter state of the country quite naturally led to the
first attempts to clarify the judicial position between Church and State,
The relative indifference of the Kirk to the problem may be gauged from the

fact that the first move came from the Regent Noray. In a letter to the
General/

(1) Supra p.25,26
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General Assenbly written five days before it met he pointed out, "snd
feﬁfyne we have bein verie willing to doe juftice on all perfons fufpectit
of witchcraft, as alfo upon adulterers, inceftuous perfons, and abufers

of the facrament, wherin we could not have fick expeditioun, as we would
have wifchit, becaufe we had no uther probabilitie, wherby to try and
convict them, bot ane generall delation of names; the perfons fufpect not
being for the moft part tryit, and convict be ordour of the Kirk of
befoir; +this hindrit many things, quhilk utherwayes might have bein done;
and therfor we pray you appoint and prefcryve, how the judgement of the
Kirk may proceid and be execute againft all fick trefpaffors, befor
complaint be made to us that when we come to the countrey, we may caufe
execute the law, and be releivit of the tryall of inquifition heiranent," (1)
This pointed request that the Kirk should set its house in order was
reinforced by articles, proponed in the regent's name, inquiring what
actions '"be inquired of be the miniftry: and that the delations be fo
amply taine as ane dittay may be fufficiently formed, ‘that the civil
fword may follow." (2) The Kirk's reply was to refer the question to the
Convention Parliament then sitting at Perth, The quiet af;eptanoe of the
Convention as the body qualified to deal with the question reinforces all
that has been said of the relative indifference of the Kirk to its

Judicial claims in general, and to witchcraft in particular,

Not/

(1) B.U.K, I, 153.

(2) B.U.K, I 155.
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Not till March 1571 did the General Assembly show any interest in the
problem, At its first session the Assembly ordered several ministers,
including John Knox, to convene at 7 a.m., each morning and draw up heads
rertaining to ecclesiasticel jurisdiction (1) The fruits of their
labours were the usual vague articles to the regent claiming the right to
judge "true and falfe religioun, or doctrine, herefies, and ficklyk." (2)
ccupiéd:with the demand that crimes provoking God's wrath be punished (3)
No attempt was made to eliminate the weaknesses in the judicial machine
80 clearly stated by Regent iloray; no notice was taken of his pointed
reference to witcheraft,

To the General Assembly which met on the 6th August 1572 John Knox,
then near his end wrote, "I could not nor cannot ceafe to admonifh you
of things, which I know to be moft prejudiciall to the Kirk of Chrift
Jefus within this realme." (4) He also submitted for the special
consideration articles of which the Bth was "Anent the Jurifdiction of the
Kirk. That the.fame be determined in this Affembly, becaufe this
article hath been long poftponed." (5) The Assembly must have

appreciated the justice of the complaint for the articles presentéd to the

regent/

(1) B.U.K, I,185.
(2) B.U.XK. I. 187
(3) B.U.K, I 188.
(1)  B.UK, L7,
(5) BU.K I. 29,




regent, nobility and Privy Council were much more detailed than before, and,
what wes more important, suggestions were made as to the best means of
rectifying the sins of both ministers and laymen., Among other short-
comings the nobility were urged "that thai may amend thair great
negligence in tymes paft in puneiffing of vyces, throchout this haill
realme, ficlyk as inceft, adulterie, bloodfcheding, and forcevie. (1)  So
three years after the Regent Moray had complained of his inability to
proceed against witches because of the lack of evidence supplied by the
ministers, the General Assembly had at last deigned to mention sorcery in
its list of the more serious crimes, The following years were to prove
that the inclusion of sorcery was due to something more than chance.

Meeting in August 1573 the General Assembly laid down that those who
consulted with witches should make public repentance upon pain of
excommnicetion (2) The decision was doubly important because on this,
the fifst occasion upon which the Genral Asseubly took legislative action
against witchcraft, it came to a decision contrary to, and more liberal
than the act of Parliament on the subject,

Meeting in August 1574 theGeneral Assembly presented to the regent an
article, "That his Grace will give commiffion to certaine gentlemen in every

countrey, that inceft, adulterie, witchcraft and fick odious crymes,

éuherwith/

(1) B.UK, I. 253,

(2) supra p. 26 where quoted in full



61,

quherwith the countrey is replenifhit, may be punifhit." (1) The Kirk was
more than usually alarmed at the state of the country at that time along
with the articles it addressed a supplication, by the hand of six ministers,
expressihg the hope that they would receive " a reafonable and godly anfwer
thereto, " (2)

Meeting in August 1575 the General Assembly considered various
problems, among them, "Queftio, Whither if the Kirk be the law of God hath
power to cognofce and decern upon herefies, witchcraft, blafphemation of )
the name of God and violation of the Sabbath day, efpecially upon the
quiditie thereof; or whither if the Criminal Judge fhall give fentence of
death for fuch crimes, before the Spiritual Judge decerne upon the
quidditie thereof.

"A, The Kirk has power to difcerne and cognofce vpon herefies,

blafphemation of Gods name, witchcraft, and violation of the Sabboth day,
not prejudge and the punifhment of the civill magiftrate." (3)

The very fact that the pronouncement was considered necessary bears
out all that has been s#id on the indefiniteness that had chéracterised
the Kirk's attitude to the problem of the relative spheres of ecclesiastical
and civil jurisdiction. At last the ever varying lists of sins and vague

references to "other horrible crimes" had given place to four specified

crimes/

(1) B,U.K., I, 305; infra pp.282,391
(2) B.U.K. I, 307.

(3)  B.U.E., L3437 4.
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crimes, The ranking of witchoraft alongside the other three serious sins
was the culmination of the growing interest evinced by the General Assembly
in each of its four summer meetings from 1572 to 1575.  VWhether Regent
Moray's ghost approved of the Kirk's claim to difcerne and cognofce" is
another question, This declaration of 1575, coupled with the further
delineation of the spheres of ecclesiastical and civil jurisdiction in the
Second Book of Discipline (1) was sufficiently effective in clearing away
the confusions of the previous years that it was but rarely in the
ensuing 60 years that the Kirk found it necessary to bring the sin of
witchceraft to the notice of the temporal authorities. In each case
some special circumstances forced the General Assembly to take such action,
The first of those occasions arose in 1579 when the young king, James VI,
was assuming the reiéns of office. Addressing a long epistle to the
monarch the General Assembly drew his attention to "things pertaining
to the advancement of God's glory, and weale of his Kirk, wherewith is
Jjoyned the prefer&ation of your eftate, and whole body of this common
wealth"(2) Of the obstacles to the achievement of this end the final
were "forceries, and many fuch like enormities." (3)

The General Assembly which met in October 1583 felt itself compelled

to address to the King a series of strongly worded articles, the ninth

being/

(1) Infra p.74,75
(2) B.U.K. II W
(3) B.UK., II 447.
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being, "That there is no punifchment for incefts, adulteries, witchcrafts,
murthers, abominable oathes, and vther horrible ocathes." (1) The King's
reply had a familiar ring. "The default of punifhment of vyces mentionat
in the nynt heid, and of the act of provifioun of the poore, and punifhing
of vagabounds, man not be juftlie impute to his Hienes, quho hes ever bein
willing and ready to grant commiffioun to fuch as the Minifters thoght
meiteft to execute the fame, quher inhabilitie was in the Judges ordinar." (2)
There was probably some truther in the Kings' retort, for others of the
articles confirm that the ad;i;ﬁistration of justice was not running smoothly,
The 0ld problem of the s heres of ecclesiastical and civil Jurisdiction was
again to the fore with charges of interference by thqbeneral Assenbly and
refutations by King James, S0 interlocked were the church and lay courts
that the efficient administration of justice was impossible in the atmosphere
of intrigue and suspicion following upon the escape of James from the
Ruthven Raiders, and his contacts with foreign Catholic powers, From 1583
to 158 only the briefest references to witchcraft and superstition are found
in the records of the General Assembly (3) This is the more remarkable

v _,\\"
when/ ho W

(1) B.U.K., 11 632,

(2) B,U.K, II 644,

(3) (a) 1In 1587 the brethren of St. Andrews were ordered to subscribe
the process against a witch and one minister was to travel to
obtain a dittay sgainst her, B.U.,K. IT p,725.

(b) In Novenber 1592 a convention of ministers at Edinburgh decided
upon a General fast because the country was "overflowing with all
kind of impietie." including witchcraft. Calderwood V 179-180,

(¢) In May 159 the General Assembly found a new cause for alarm
"anent the horrible fuperftition vfed in Garioch and diverfe parts
of the countrey, in not labouring ane parcell of ground dedicate to
the Devill, vnder the name of Goodman's Croft." Parliament was asked
to pass an act ardering all such lands to be tilled upon penalty of
their forfeiture - B.U.K, III 834.



when it is remembered that the famous attempts of the North Berwick witches
to remove James VI fell within that period. Clearly the king's handling of
that alarming episode must have given satisfaction to the Kirk,

When the General Assembly again considered witchcraft in March 1598
it was as the result of the excessive zeal of certain persons, inéluding the
Rev, John Cowper of Glasgow, who had been carrying about confessed witches
so that one servant of the devil might denounce others of the same freternity
Unlike the Presbytery of St, Andrews, which was shocked into supplioating
that the king should stop the disgraceful practice, the General Assembly,
with more native caution, decided "to advyce with his Majesftie" whether
the caxrying of professed witches from town to town was a lawful means of
trial. (1) The immediate reference of the problem to the king, without
any expression of opinion by the General Assembly is easily understood when
considered in conjunction with Calderwood's words in 1596, "Here end all
the sincere Assembleis. Generall of the Kirk of Scotland, injoying the
libertie of the Gospell under the free government of Christ" (2) Without
a doubt the 'insincere'vAssembly of 1598 was chary of running counter to the
wishes of King Janes VI who, for almost a year, had been striving at once
to 1limit the number of cases, and to devise an effective method of procedure
in tiials for witchcreft.

The/

(1) Supra ph.S1 for detailed quotations and authorities, At the
same session of the General Asseubly it was reported that civil
nagistrates not only refused to puhish persons accused of witchcraft,
but set them at liberty. The Assembly decided to proceed with all
severity against magistrates guilty of such deriliction of duty, In
view of the king's persistent endeavours to check witchcraft
persecutions the cautious attitude of the magistrates ir readily
understood.,

(2)  Calderwood Kirk of Scotland V p.,420,

Note:- Magistrates were also cautiously refusing to convies, CH ITI p, 39.
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The besf criterion of the king's successful handling not only of the
immediate difficulty of persons carrying about professed witches, but of
"a solid order anent tryall of witches" (1) was that between 1598 and 1640
the General Assembly made only one brief reference to witchcraft (2) and
the Parliament none,

The greatest attack on witchcraft in the history of the General
Assembly opened without any preliminary flourish of trumpets in 164,0. The
Assenbly ordered all ministers "carefully to take notice of Charmers, Witches,
and all fuch abufers of the people and to urge the Acts of Parliament, to
be execute againft them: And that the Commiffioners from the Affembly to
the 1’ar1iament.fhall recommend to the faid fupreme judicatory, the care of
the execution of the Lawes againft fuch perfons in the mof't behoovefull
way." (3) There was an ominous ring in the final phrase of this act of
the rejuvenated General Assembly, as it demanded that laws which had
functioned satisfactorily for over 40 years should now be administered in
the "most behpovefull way."

~ While Parliament did no more than record the overture in the appendix
to its legislation (4) the General Assembly, for the first time in its

history/

(1) Supra p.31.

(2) B.U,K, III 993 in instructions issued in 1602 that ministers when
vigiting the kirks shall ask "if ther by any witches excommunicate--"

(3) A,G. A la—l-o Pal9
(4)  A.2.S. V. &5 of date August 1641; for more details supra p. 32,
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history made a real effort to tackle the problem of the part to be played
by tﬁe church courts in the extermination of witches, Thus an appeal

to Presbyteries to dilate suspects to the "Judge Urdinair." (1) was followed
by overtures giving in detail the Kirk's views on the causes increase and
best methods of dealing with witchcraft, Most of the overtures took

the form of instructions calculated to render more efficient then ever
before the internal organisation end co-ordination of the Kirk courts
against witcheraft ‘2) In its earlier days the Kirk had lagged behind

the c¢ivil powers in the fight against witchcraft - twice so far behind

that it had earned a reproof (3) .Now the positions were reversed - the
Kirk having made the greatest preparations in its history was afraid its
efforts might be ruined "for many i‘aroches want the concurrence of civill
lagiftrates (&) To prevent such an unhappy anti~climax the General
Assenbly decided to ask for a standing commission. The reply of the

Three Estates was a masterpiece of parliamentary procedure. While
welcoming the efforts of the General Assembly to bring witches to justice,
they decided upon a joiht comittee of lawyers, physicians and ministers

to consider the whole question, and in the interim ordered the rrivy Council

to issue commissions "according to ther formar cuftome and Juftice," (5)

Tribute/

(1)  A.G.A. 1642 p.21 ; suprap.32.
(2) AG.A. 1643 pp.27, 28.

(3) 1569 and 1597 supra pp. 29,30, 58.

(&)  AG,A. 1643 p.27. ,

(5)  Supra pp.33



67.

Tribute has already been paid to rarliament's refusal to be stampeded into
changing the legal procedure which had demonstrated its worth for over 4O
years, (1) Witchhunting had to give way to other and more vital matters
as the civil war reached its climax, (2) rroof that the same outlook
pervaded all sections of the Kirk is furnished by