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     The course presents an overview of the theory behind biological 

diversity evolution and dynamics and of methods for diversity calculation 

and estimation. We will become familiar with the major alpha, beta, and 

gamma diversity estimation techniques. Understanding how biodiversity 

evolved and is evolving on Earth and how to correctly use and interpret 

biodiversity data is important for all students interested in conservation 

biology and ecology, whether they pursue careers in academia or as policy 

makers and other professionals (students graduating from our programs do 

both). Academics need to be able to use the theories and indices correctly, 

whereas policy makers must be able to understand and interpret the 

conclusions offered by the academics. 
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