Tennessee State University

Digital Scholarship @ Tennessee State University

Nashville Conference on African American

History and Culture University Archives

2014

Fort Negley

Krista Castillo (revised, 1993)

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/conference-on-african-
american-history-and-culture

Recommended Citation

Castillo (revised, 1993), Krista, "Fort Negley" (2014). Nashville Conference on African American History
and Culture. 9.
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/conference-on-african-american-history-and-culture/9

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at Digital Scholarship @
Tennessee State University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Nashville Conference on African American History
and Culture by an authorized administrator of Digital Scholarship @ Tennessee State University. For more
information, please contact XGE@Tnstate.edu.


https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/conference-on-african-american-history-and-culture
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/conference-on-african-american-history-and-culture
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/archives
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/conference-on-african-american-history-and-culture?utm_source=digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu%2Fconference-on-african-american-history-and-culture%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/conference-on-african-american-history-and-culture?utm_source=digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu%2Fconference-on-african-american-history-and-culture%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu/conference-on-african-american-history-and-culture/9?utm_source=digitalscholarship.tnstate.edu%2Fconference-on-african-american-history-and-culture%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:XGE@Tnstate.edu




fort its distinctive star-shaped appearance. On the
north side, the entrance or sally port, complete
with gateway, a timber guardhouse, and a bomb
shelter, overlooked the gently sloping terrain and
the city two miles beyond.

Imposing and bristling with eleven guns,
Fort Negley successfully deterred direct attacks
throughout the war. On November 5, 1862, a
delegation of black laborers asked Morton for
arms to defend against 1,000 Confederate
cavalrymen attempting to invade the city from the
east. Refusing, he allowed the blacks to form a
symbolic defensive line with picks and axes.
Union forces including guns installed at Fort
Negley drove the Confederates off inflicting sixty
-eight casualties. On December 15 and 16, 1864,
Fort Negley’s guns also participated in the Battle
of Nashville.

From February 1862 through December
1864, thousands of troops garrisoned and
improved Nashville’s five major fortifications,
twenty-one minor installations and more than
twenty miles of earthworks. At the end of the
war, troops dismantled all the defenses ,with the
exception of Fort Negley, where a small
contingent of soldiers remained until the official
end of Reconstruction in Nashville in September
1867. The army removed the cannon and sold the
iron and timber before abandoning the stone
remains.

From 1867 until 1869, the local Ku Klux
Klan held secret meetings in the fort's
blockhouses. During the early 1900s, local black
Republican  Party leaders and  others
unsuccessfully petitioned the federal government
to restore the fort. In spring 1935, the Works
Progress Administration (WPA), a product of
New Deal legislation, hired 1,150 men to restore
Fort Negley. Although The Tennessean declared,
“Restoration of Fort Negley finally complete” on
December 13, 1936, the city delayed opening
Fort Negley Park featuring a new parking lot,
walkways, and a small museum located in one of
magazines until the summer of 1941. While the
city maintained the softball and little league
diamonds also built by the WPA, the fort fell into
ruins and closed in 1945.

The Centennial commemoration of the
Civil War, from1961-1965, revived interest in the
site, and the Metro Parks department and
volunteers cleared vegetation and debris. In 1975,
Fort Negley was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. The Metropolitan Historical
Commission installed a plaque at the entrance to
the site in 1980, and the Tennessee Historical
Commission placed a historical marker noting the
involvement of blacks in the Civil War and in the
construction of Fort Negley. Throughout the latter
part of the twentieth century, local leaders and
community activists such as Joe Kelso, pushed for
the restoration of the fort. In 1994, the City
Council approved $500,000 to begin restoration
of Fort Negley as a historical, tourist, and
community resource. Between 2003 and 2007,
Nashville spent more than two million dollars
completing the first two phases of the 1996
Master Plan. In 2004, a stabilized Fort Negley
featuring boardwalks and interpretive panels
reopened. The Fort Negley Visitors Center
opened in 2007. In 2013, the Fort Negley
Technical Advisory Committee oversaw the
completion of a Historic Structures Report
documenting the fort’s complex history, current
conditions, and preservation needs. Programming
and interpretation at the site includes antebellum
Nashville, the city’s importance during the Civil

War, Reconstruction, the WPA era, African
American heritage, and the Civil Rights
Movement.
Revised and expanded by
Krista Castillo,

from the 1993 Profile by
Bobby L. Lovett
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