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Making Informed Choices about Open Access 
Publishing Opportunities

WVUL Graduate Student Library Immersion

January 7, 2020



Learning Objectives:
• Define Open Access and how it differs from traditional publishing

• Define ways to evaluate open access journal quality, including the 
identification of predatory journals

• List tools available to help grad students and faculty find 
appropriate journals in which to publish

• Describe guidelines and show statistics for the WVUL Open Access 
Author Fund, as well as for other WVU Open Access Memberships



What is Open Access (OA)?

Source:  Scholarly Publishing and Academic 
Resources Coalition (SPARC) Open Access FactSheet



Open Data

Research data that is freely available on the internet, permitting any user to download, copy, analyze, 
re-process, pass to software, or use for any other purpose without financial, legal, or technical barriers.

Open data typically applies to a range of non-textual materials, including datasets, statistics, 
transcripts, survey results, and the metadata associated with these objects.

Open data policies usually encompass the notion that machine extraction, manipulation, and meta-
analyses of data should be permissible.

https://sparcopen.org/open-data/



Open Source

• Usually refers to software for which the original 
source code is made freely available and may be 
redistributed and/or modified as needed.

• Open source software may be developed in a 
collaborative public manner such as crowdsourcing.



Traditional Subscription vs. OA Publishing Model

Traditional Open Access
• Authors publish work for free in a journal • Cost of publishing is passed to author; author 

pays a fee to submit or publish
• Users must pay to access the articles; 

typically a journal subscription paid by an 
individual or a library

• Users access material for free

• Copyright is typically held by the publisher; 
need permission to reuse

• Typically free of rigid copyright and license 
restrictions; free to reuse

• Longer turnaround time from submission to 
when the article is available to readers

• Accelerated turnaround time; available
online quicker than a traditional journal



Types of Open Access
• GOLD – traditional definition; author publishes their article in an OA 

journal that allows free access to articles immediately upon publication

• GREEN – Author first publishes article in a traditional journal of choice, 
then negotiates with publisher to allow him to self-archive a specified 
version of the article in an “open” institutional repository, website, or 
personal archive

• HYBRID – A traditional subscription-based journal that allows authors to 
pay a fee in order to make their article open access.  The majority of the 
articles in the journal are behind a paywall, but the OA option is not.



Open Access Misconceptions

Not peer-reviewed

Research is of lower quality 

OA publishing is free

No copyright; it’s fair use
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Archiving Your Open Access Article

Repository of electronic preprints that consists of scientific papers in the fields 
of mathematics, physics, astronomy, computer science, quantitative biology, 
statistics, and quantitative finance.

PubMed Central is  a free, full-text archive of biomedical and life 
sciences journal literature at the National Library of Medicine.  
Many journals deposit the final published version of NIH-funded 
research articles directly into PMC.

Now Here!!    The Research Repository @ WVU 
Placing articles in the repository will help to build the collection of 
WVU-authored publications, support the self-archiving arm of the 
open access movement, and give the articles an added element of 
preservation and discoverability.



Questions:

What is a hybrid journal?

“Green” open access articles:
a. Are available open access immediately upon publication
b. Charge an article processing fee to the author
c. Can be self-archived and made open access after an agreed-upon embargo period with the publisher

True or false:   Open access journals do not have any copyright



Predatory Journals/Publishers…



What is a Predatory Journal/Publisher?

 An exploitative open-access publishing business model

 Charges publication fees to authors

 Does not provide the editorial and publishing services associated with 
legitimate journals





How to Spot a Predatory Journal/Publisher

• Not listed in DOAJ • Bogus editorial board
• Not listed as a member of OASPA • Does their website have lots of grammar 

errors and/or typos
• Not indexed in reputable databases like 

MEDLINE, CAB Abstracts, IEEE, etc.
• Look at their articles: How many 

published?  Old references?  Errors?
• Direct marketing policy • Rapid publication promised
• Peer review process • Copyright retained or isn’t mentioned

• Clear and transparent policies • Scope of interest is all over the board

• Author fees very low • Contact email is non-professional

• Double check accuracy of impact factors • Publisher location





Dear ______,

I recently read the paper you had written “Cornfests-Cornfabs and Cooperation: The Origins and Beginnings of the Maize Genetics Cooperation News 
Letter” and thought perhaps you could write a paper for the upcoming issue of CMR [Clinical Medicine Review!] which I have been assigned to edit. ….   
If you could send me more information on your current work that would be nice.  

The submission could be either a followup research article or a review.  I would be happy to read any of your current work to see if it is within the scope 
of the journal.         

Clinical Medicine Review Solicitation















Problems with the Austin Group
• Not listed in DOAJ or OASPA

• Does not have a standard article fee schedule publically available

• Considered a predatory publisher by Jeffrey Beall

• Not indexed in MEDLINE, Web of Science, Scopus, or any reputable 
database

• According to Ulrichsweb, not indexed anywhere



But, it’s in PubMed!!!







One more example:

Faculty member inquired about Dental Oral and Craniofacial Journal

• Two journals with very similar titles:  Dental, Oral and Craniofacial Research 
and Journal of Dental and Craniofacial Research

• Both open access, different publishers, neither indexed in MEDLINE

• Publishers, OA Text and iMed.pub, were listed as predatory on Beall’s List

• Not in DOAJ or OASPA



Questions:

True or false:  All articles in PubMed are in legitimate scholarly journals

True or false:  Articles from NIH-funded research are sometimes published in questionable open access journals

Predatory journals have the following characteristics:
a. They often aggressively and directly solicit manuscripts from faculty
b. Their article processing charges are often lower than legitimate journals
c. They do not provide adequate peer review or editorial/publishing services
d. They have an extremely short turnaround from the time of submission to the time of publication
e. All of the above



Helpful Tools



Think. Check. Submit.

This is a great resource for 
checking out a journal to 
see if it is reputable.



• Do you or your colleagues know the journal?

• Can you easily identify and contact the publisher?

• Is the journal clear about the type of peer review it uses?

• Is it clear what fees will be charged?

• Do you recognize the editorial board?

• Is the journal listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)?

• Is the publisher listed in the Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA)?











http://jane.biosemantics.org/





Subjects Covered:

• Business
• Education
• Psychology
• Nursing
• Health Administration
• Computer Science
• Business Information 

Systems



Question:

Name two tools available to WVU authors to use to determine good journals in 
which to publish



WVU’s Open Access Author Fund



Requirements
• Publication in a fully open access journal, not a hybrid

• Journal’s website has a clear display of article charges

• Journal must be:
• listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

OR
• a member of the Open Access Scholarly Publishers 

Association (OASPA) or adhere to its Code of Conduct



Requirements
• Researchers may receive up to $1,500 per year

• Faculty as first authors can only submit once/year

• Submitting Author must be current WVU faculty, 
staff or student (any campus)







Checklist:

 Fully open-access journal

 Employed or enrolled at 
West Virginia University

 Not exceeding the $$ cap

 Article already accepted 
by journal

 Payment to go directly to 
publisher

 Other funding sources 
explored first



Online 
Application 

Form

through 
Qualtrics



Process
• Online application is simultaneously received via email by the Committee 

Chair and the Engineering Librarian

• Both of these committee members look for any problems with the 
application and/or the journal

• If necessary, the Chair corresponds with the applicant to clear up any 
questions/potential problems

• Once it is deemed satisfactory, the Chair forwards the application to other 
committee members with a recommendation and asks for their vote



2017-2019 Summary     
• 60 requests, 52 funded

• 19 Health Sciences 

• 11 School of Medicine
• 2 Emergency Medicine
• 2 Orthopedics
• 1 Medicine
• 1 Neuroscience
• 1 Pediatrics
• 1 Occupational Therapy
• 1 Physiology, Pharmacology & Neuroscience
• 1 Otolaryngology
• 1 WVCTSI

• 6 School of Public Health

• 2 School of Pharmacy

• 1 College of Physical Activity & Sports Science

• 15 Eberly College of Arts & Sciences

• 2 Sociology & Anthropology
• 2 Physics & Astronomy
• 5 Geology & Geography
• 2 Biology
• 1 Communication Studies
• 1 Psychology
• 1 Mathematics
• 1 Political Science

• 19 Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources & Design

• 6 Plant & Soil Sciences
• 8 Animal & Nutritional Sciences
• 3 Forestry & Natural Resources
• 2 Fisheries & Natural Resources

• 3 Statler College of Engineering and Mineral Resources

• 3 College of Education



2017–2019 Statistics

• 46 faculty, 10 students, 2 Post-Docs, 1 WVUH resident, 1 staff

• (6) PLoS ONE, (6) BMC journals, (2) BMJ Open, (12) MDPI journals

• $60,991.42 expended; awards ranged from $295 to $1950; average = $1,172.91

• Reasons for denial:  5 hybrid, 1 predatory, 1 Hindawi, 1 fee waiver



Other Avenues of Support

• BioMed Central/SpringerOpen
• WVU authors receive a 15% discount on APCs
• 14-28 publications/year from WVU the last few years; 24 in 2019

• MDPI (Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute) 
• WVU authors receive a 25% discount on APCs
• 34 articles from WVU authors in 2017; 66 in 2018; 84 in 2019



Questions:

True or false:  The WVU Open Access Author Fund will provide funding for articles published in hybrid journals

Which of the following is NOT a criteria for articles funded by the WVU Open Access Author Fund?
a. Journal must be in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
b. Publisher must be a member of the Open Access Scholarly Publishing Association
c. Must be in a hybrid journal
d. Must be indexed in a scholarly database

True or false:  Health Sciences authors are limited to $1,000 per year for funding from the WVU Open Access Author Fund



Please consider publishing Open Access and remember our Author Fund!

If you have further questions about the OAAF 
procedures or legitimate open access vs. predatory 
journals, please contact:

Susan Arnold
susan.arnold@mail.wvu.edu
304-293-2105

mailto:susan.arnold@mail.wvu.edu
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