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A Literature Review on Lifelong Learning of Persons with Disabilities and Social Educa-
tional Facilities
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Abstract

This study discusses articles and papers in journals related to the involvement of social educa-
tional facilities in Japan in the lifelong learning of persons with disabilities.

Using “Cinii Articles”, a database search was conducted by combining the keyword “disabili-
ty” and words indicating the type of social educational facility such as “Citizens’ Public Hall”,
“Library”, “Museum”, “Art Museum” and “Center for Children and Youths”.

As a result, articles on libraries (N=471) included various topics such as ideal services for
disabilities, the results of nationwide research, laws and rights (e.g. reasonable accommodation,
limitations on copyright), library materials accessible to persons with disabilities, disabled library
staff, history of services for disabilities and overseas information.

Articles on museums (N=83) and art museums (N=51) also included those on the results of
nationwide research, reasonable accommodation and overseas information. A feature of the results
on museums and art museums was that they contained many articles on cooperation with schools.
The results on art museums included articles on the art of handicapped persons.

The majority of articles on citizens’ public halls (N=11) were those on adult classes for youth
with intellectual disabilities. The search results did not include articles on reasonable accommo-
dation to improve accessibility to general learning opportunities.

All of the articles on centers for children and youths (N=5) were those on national facilities;
all of them were released before 2012 prior to the enactment of the Act for Eliminating Discrim-
ination against Persons with Disabilities, which took place in 2015.

No articles on women’s education centers were found.
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