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TNTRODUCTICH

1 from which the sced of this thesis has grown

]-Q

The sol
is the writer's Bachelor of Divinity thesls, in which the
attempt was made to wncover the theological relationship
between the bapiism of John and Christian baptism, At that
time it became quite apparent that an exegetical study of
the llew Testament haptismal references was by no means with-
out its compleoxities. This became all the more apparent when

it was discovered that Chrigt!s historical death and resur-

roction constituted the basle dlfference which distinguished

original intention was then to undertake z2n exegotical in-
vestigation of this passage., However, it soon became obvious

that, to understand the thought of tThe Apostle, it is impos-

2

sible tc confine one's study to a single passage. And so,
though the original intention continued to romain the fore-
most concern, the problem assumed a broader scope, as the
title of the thegls indicates. Very naturally therefore,

referonces to bhoptismal sayings outside the Pauline corpus
lie outside the scope of this thesis, inasmuch as the pur-
pose of the investigation is tc ascertain the nind of Paul

vith regard to this sacrament. Whenever they occur, they
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2
are introduced merely as a point of departure or as corrobo-
rating evidence., It was primarily the Acts of the Apostlaes
that was used for this purpose,

The primary interest throughout is a theologlical one,

@

Historical quostions receive only 2 passing ncd of acciraint-

4]
5

ance. The Pastoral Epnistle l the Epistle to the Rnh sianc

are unblushingly assigned to the Pauline corpus. The Gree“
text on wiiich this investigation is beasced is that adopted
by Nestle,' Textual variants in the passages exanined were
found to be of insufficient importance o warrant any dis-
cussion of them. The method follows the traditional patte
of oxegesls by using lexicographical alds, words studies,
parallel passages, and the wltness of men vhose worizs have
accorded them a place of recognition in the world of scholar-
ship, Amnong these latter particular acknowledgenent is hers-
by given to Rudolph Schnackenburg, whose penetrating in-

sights have given thic %thesis the direction it has taken.2

)

Chapter II examines those passages vwhich speoak of bap-

tism as mediating the forgiveness of gsins and the gift of

1, s T 1 Lo "y T 3 o o & e 2 .
the Holy Spirit, These blessings make of baptism a signi-

Hy

lcant principle for the unity of the Church., But tlhey are

EET - P
~ ~Eberhard Hestle, editor, Novum Testamentum Graoce
(xgﬂgtoenth editions ﬁuttgaré Priv, Wuertt. Bibelanstalt,
40

3
(o)
s
)
)

EPLCOl?h Schnacienburg, Das Heilsseseheheon bei der
nach den Avostel Pamlus (Mnchen: Rarl Zink Verla ag




3

that only because the foundation of baptism is the redempiive
work of Christ. For the specific relationship between Christ
and the baptized Christian chapter III turns to lomans 6 and
the passages suggested by the concept of dying and rising
with Christ, Chapter IV briefly includes for the salke of
completoeness a glance at the remaining baptismal references
in the Pauline corpus. The final chapter attennts to draw

the significant theological conclusions under the headings

listed in the table of contents.
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CHAPTER IX

PARATLIELE IN TS PAULING CONCEPTICH

BESS R s s s
PO TUAT OF THE REST OF BARLY CHRISTEIIDOH

i & FEESS 2 AW 4

Bantisn as a Washing of Purification

One of the passages in which Paul most explicltly bases
ing on the "material” of bapiisml is 1 Cor, 6311,
It can be disputed whether xﬂ’kovﬂaﬁﬂc refers to beaptisn,

L - )
chiefly on two grounds, The word Aodeadddl ig in the Septua-

gint o termimug technicus for rituwal washings, and could
thercfore be a simple metaphor for prrification from sin,2
{
=~ - 7 " il - - K] - ]
SQGOﬂQLy,wwakoaﬂﬁﬁgﬁ is clearly niddle, and Faul other-

= PRI 2 ! o 3
The propriety of considering &wedoo onade a bantismal
Q o
reference is validated by comparing i1tg.use in Acts 22:16,
-
the only other NHew Testament passage in which it¥ OCCUPS 3
That baptism is the comprehensive act cof incorp®ration into

<
(I -~ ‘. i ST et 2 N
the Church is soen from Acts 2:41, The addition of gwodevews,

!-
"\
lohis tewm, for want of a better, simply reproduces %

inglish what the Lutheran dogmaticinns expressed by materiale

Bgmtismi waen uAOJ referred to the use and application of
water. Cf, Francis Pleper, Christian Dogmotics (St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 19537, 1il, 250.

2He 8oy Lev, 8:63 11340,

341fred Schmoller ﬁagdéonkorggnz Gricchiachen
ileuen Tegtament (menﬁh gditior Jtzt gar ‘: Privileg.

Wuerst, Bibolanstalt, 1993), v. 50

e

v

PO




5
in accordance with its meaning, gives a graphic deascrintion
oi'- the effect resulting from baptisu: a washing away of sin,
Agaln, the fact that this washing occurs €V @ 5\1&#&?1 zod

n’o,w'o'-’ ’l-*qo’ Xe 10w denonstrates quite conclusively that

= L.
baptism is neant,™

rh - 3 , ) - .

Though awsheorerde oceurs in the middle, it does not set
man's act in opposition to God's. The comment of Robertson
and Plumer may be entlrely correct: "Their secking baptisa

was their own act, and they entered the water as volunbary

,
S ;

agents."’ But any synergistic Inference is illegitimately

2

size God's activity. Hence the words

1y appropriate:
« « o das ledimm fweist/ auf die Selb:-'l-‘."cii'i:ig;’_-:eit,
welche im Impfang der Taufe enthalten ist, Dieselbe

wurzelt aber ihrer Natur nach in der "lﬁt bhigen Hin-
nahme der von Goit ausgehenden Wirkung.®

It should alsoc be menticned in passing that the aorists of

vhese thres verbs argue for a once~for-all, decisive event

"G, ians Livat:.ma.zm, “4n dle Xorinther I.II," Handbuch
zun Neuen Testament (Tublngen: Verlag J. C. B. Hohr, 19%9),
TX. 26
-a’, A

JArchibald A, obertson and Al“r i Plumer, "4 Crit ic
and Excgetical Commentary on the Fi Epistle of 5%, Paul
to the Coramhmhb," The In‘c.z,rn Xk ona_J_._ Critical uo. mont

™

(Second edition; Edinburgh: T, ond T, Clark, 191%), p. 119,

6pnilinp Bachmann, "Der brste Briof des Paulus an die

Zorinther, " Kommenta "wn Nggen Testament, herausgegeben von
Theodoyr umm ZLoiuz:ag ;and Drlengen: A, T)eichert'mue Verlags-
buchhandlung, 1921), VII, 234,
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6
in the past, and therefore again point to baptism,

The washing of baptism 1s paralleled with i}ufvnge and
35|m&té>9ﬂr8. These are similtancous acts of God's grace egf-
fected in the past, but with obvious significance for the
prosent./ In view of this circumstance and in view of the
context, 5{13?43q3% especially cught not to he confused with
the meaning of the ecclesiastical term Ysanctlfication™ in
the sense of daily renewal, In a context where Paul ad-
grossly immoral peorle (vve 9-10),

2 & 3 oy g g gy ol de " o e £ b
it is nrobably more accurate to wnderstend it in
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theoir own picture, however., In contrast to the life they

once lived, they have now, since the #me of their bapiism

®)
W)
63
3
Q

et apart from that kind of 1ife, In contrast to their
' ’ -~ -
former life as adsKoL (v, 9), they have ncw, since the time

P - 5 3 4, - a3
of their baptism, been declared oika«tet , TIn either case

(95 )

though, Paul calls them to the remembrance of the change

cave at T} joohing . : ieam noaoratd anc Justifia
Y i . LNE [SATE
sSavys ﬁ}lﬂn G Gile wasalin Of bal)t wrng consacre tlon’ s il ,ju-ltlf-.

cation are all synchronous and are gssentially the same act

7cf, Adolph Sehlatter, Paulus der Bote Jesu: DLine Deug-
unge geiney Briefe an dic Xorinther (Stuttgart: Calwer Vereins-
buchhandlung, 193%), V0. 196-197: "Waschung, Heilicung,
Rechifertigung sind nicht drel voneinander trennbare Vorginge,
sondern sind dieselbe Gottestat, durch die ihr friheror
Zustand beseltigt worden sind.®
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7
of God, Other passages will have to clarify the relation of
baptism to these acts,
Before leaving this passage, it must yet be noted thad
the washing-consecration-justification occurs in the Hame of
the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirlit of our God, Paul

-
(!

does not think

i"'
s

of bapntism apart from thoe Name of Christ or
without the Holy Spirit., These are esscntial in his under-
standing of bantism and give it a continual

overtone,

R b Erias s S NeoTPP Tov §SaToS
pressly mentioned, but the torm T AeITPEP Tov o can

?
refar to nothing else, espocially when the cleansing it ef-
fects (Kabapires) is joinod %o Christ's act of consecerating

the Church, Christ's love and Self-sacrifide for the Church
have an irmediate purpose (ive 9 Vo 26): that He might con-
secrate the Church, that is, set it apart. He does this by
cleansing the Church. The aorist participle (K“D“PIF*S )
may denote either a contemporaneous act,S or antecedent
action, If the latter alternative were pressed, it woulid
malkte an even strongeor case for the instrumentality of bap-

tisa for consecration, However, it 1s probably safer to

%30 B. T. Westeott, St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians
(Iondon: MMaclillan ond Coe, Tbdey 190%5, p. O
PRITZLAFF MEMORIAL LIBRARY
<. CONCORDIA SEMINARY
ST. LOUIS, MO.




&
conclude with Abbott: "lLogically, Hdg'*?' ﬁﬁw precedes “Y“’-f‘ 1
chronolozically they are coincident."? It is interesting that.
he quotes 1 Cor., 6:11 in support of his statement, The cleans-
ing which Christ affords the Church is accomplished by the
washing of water. The fact that the definite article {1:6,23 )]
is Joined to M"""?“?’ speaks eloguently for it as a haptismal
reference, The genitive ('503 obaTes ) is genitivus materiae.
The pcﬁ__um_ , on the basis of which and by whose power the
cleansing 1s effective (M),lo is the same as that to which
Paul refers in Eph, 6:17. The "-.-.’ordgg»’:}_}ﬁcl- seems for Paul to
nean & word proceeding directly or indirectly from God,+1
This would preclude the view held by men like Bcott,~

el
With v, 27 an exegetical problem arises with the two 1v4-

73, K. Abbolt, "A Critical and Exegetical Comment
the Epistle to the Zphesians,® Ihe Inucv'nrtio“m'i Criti
mentary (Hew York: Charles Seribnes's Sonsg, 1905), P.

o/ -t ¥ it b v S
Oror this use of £V, efy 8, D. F. Solmond, “The Zpistle
%l

2
to the Ephesians," The Expositor's Greel Te ta‘ﬂeﬂ"c (Grand
Rapidss Wm. B. .Jer‘”anu Publi hmb COe -..&.5 ¥, 369. 3ee

also Fricdrich Blass, Grammafll des ne ok es*“%cnt‘hcaen
gf'Lccth'c11 edited by Albert E)ehrun:xer Winth edition
tingens Tandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 19%+), para, 219:2,

1-'—5&1:;1.0&6., loc. cif., includes a good survey in support

of this vlew,.

12, 7, aCO‘t"C, ""'he Epistle of Paul to the Sphesians,®

The Moffatt Hew Testoment Cormentary (New York and London:
Harper and . «°0'chev~s n u.) XL ¢39. ut. » & the bath of
vater accompanied wJ’_L hc wor There is an ecvident refer-
ence to some solemn ubterance Uthh formed part of ti'le bap-
tismal ceremony and r ade 1t fully velld o o o &% e also
Westcott, loc. cit ", « o accompanied by a confession of

the Christian Fan.th_.
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clauses, Westcott holds that the three \re -clauses (v, 26,
Ve 27a, v. 27b) are all independent of one another, and all
depend upon map €9 @KEY in v, 25,13 A conflicting view is up-
held by Stoeckhardt, who makes the second \va ~clause depend-

nt on the first.lh Cne consideration would seen to declde

6]

in favor of the latter. Christ presents the Church to ilim-

r\i

self glorious, without spot or wrinizcle, holy and blameless,
This description of the Church would seem meltaphorically to

£it better with the nicture of cleansing than with the Self-

is is especially true of omideV hrist

\.ﬂ
0
3
1=
l s
|—h
Q
=
=

a

cleansed the Church, in order that He might present it %o

Himself without spot. Ultimotely, however, it makes 1little

difference, so far as Paul's baptismal theclogy is concerned.

-y

For Paul it is not a question of an elther/or, The presenta-

~

tion of His Church to Himself mast not result either from His
Self-sacrifice or from the cleansing with water, In fact,

the strength of this passage lies in this, that 1t points to
the Self-sacrificing death of Christ as the presuppeosition of
the purification which the washing of bhaptism effects,

A few more observations with regard to this passage need
%0 be made., The Church as a whole has received this washing,

Hence Paul can also speak of baptism as a safeguard of the

L3Westeott, loc. cite

MGeorge Stoeckhardt, Komentar fiber den Brief an die
Epheser (5t. Loulis: Concordia Publishing House, 1910), n. 2k2.
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Church's unity (Eph. W:%), Then, too, baptism nortrays the
concern which Christ has for Hiz Church, since 1ts baslis is
Hig sacrificial death., Finally, baptlsm is the source of the
Church's splendor, inasmuch as it is an ac

In picturing baptism as & washing and a cleansing from
sin Paul identlfies his teaching with that of the rest of
the Apostolic Church, Already cn the day of Pentecost Peter

preached the necesslty of baptism for the remission of sins

(Acts 2:30), 1That this forgiveness was assoclated with the
cleansing of wvater is readily secn from Acts 22:16 and the
Ethiopian eunuch's rathor spontaneous guestion (Lets 8:36).
Paul's conception of baptism as a washing also has the meta-
phoyr of waching in common with other lustrations current in
his day, such as the Jewish proselyte baptisms and the nu-
merous heathien ritual washings.15 But two considerations
distinguish thom sharply from the Christlan sacranmont,
Pirst, Apostolic baptism always inwiyed calling on the Hame
of Jesus. (Acts 22:16), vhose sacrificial death was the basis
for the bhaptismal washing. ©Second, Christian baptism alsc
involved the gift of the Holy Ghost, That thess were es-
sentlal also to Paul's doctrine appears from 1 Cor, 6:11

and Eph. 5:26-27, TFor thls reason Paul and the other

Apostles (cfy 1 Pet, 3:21) never carried the illustration

s 15ce, fudolph Schnackenburg, Das Hellsgeschehen bei 4
auie nach dem Anostel Paulus (Mflnchen: Xarl Zink Verlag
19507, ppe 6-7. X
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beyond the internal eleansing from the filth of sin as did
later fathers, notably Tertullian, vho constructed an elabo-

rate symbolical system with inferences drawn from the initial

tertiun of the washing,

]

Baptism as a Washing of Regensration

In Tit. 3395 Paul's conception of baptism as a washing is
framed in o different context from that of a weshing of puri-
fication from sin. Here he views 1t as a washing of regen-
eration and a renewing of thé Holy Spirit,

Again in thls passage baptism is not explieitly men-
tioned, and hence it is by no means undisputed that it con-
stitutes a reference to the Christian sacrament., Markus
Barth, for example, contends that MovTPe YV gannot pogsibly

-

ve interpreted as the baptismal washing 16 In support o

4

nls c¢lalm he appeals, first of all, to the context of the
9 2

-

Pastoral Epistles, specifically to Tit. 2:1%: Christ Jesus
gave Himself for us to redecm us from all inigquity and to
purify (3<a9¢?f#1) for Himself a people of His own, From
this he then conecludes that purification is the purpose and
effect of the death of Christ, and that, therefore, the

source and the means of the washing 1ls the Cross.t/ With

16Markus Barth, Die Taufe--Lin Sakrament? (ZHrich
Fvangelischer Verlag A, G. Zolilikon, 1951), n. W54 £F.

17Barth, on. cit., De 462: "In Tit, 2:1% wird die
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this in mind he finally approaches Tit, 3:5 and posits a
three-fold possibility for interpretation: 1) purification
means a second bath, in addition to the Cross of Christ;
2) the concent "bath®" signifies and interprets the purifi-
cation effected on the Crossy and 3) the text contains the
teaching of a ritual realization, actualization, contempo=-
rization (Jorfeﬂonnﬁrt;gunb,, or epnlication of the Cross.18
Tie rejects the first and the third on the grounds that they
imply that the purification effected 1n the death of Christ
in and of itself is neither complete, nor real, nor actual,
nor present, nor effective for the individual.l? He adopts
the second of his possibilities and cites Heb. 9:14,23 for

support,20 OCn thi

v 1
!—-'
0
ey
&
(]
1..!

is he further divests Eph, 5:26 and
1 Cor. 6:11 of any sacramental significance,2l His final
conclusion he states thus:

Dag Kreuz 1lst notwendigerweise eine unvoll-
commene Reinigung, wenn erst dle Taufe
vollkommen einlgi’ Hicht nur an den
Gelcreuziglen, sondern auch an dic Teufe musz

P

dann glauben, wer rein werden und seln will122

Reinlgung als Zweck und Wirkung des Todes 'des groszen Gottes
und Heilandes Christus Jesus' bezeichnet. Der Breis und das
Mittel der Reinigung ist demnach laut dicgen Texte das Kreousz.!
CInid.
191{\! d.
20Zpid.
A1pid,, p. 4623 471 f£L.
223bid., De 463,
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In reply to these objections, it must be said that Barth
throughout very laudebly defends the compleieness end alle
sufficiency of Christ's death. But despite, or perhaps even
because of, this persistent and consistent view, he continu-

ally finds in baptism, sacramentally conceived, a second, es-

sentially different purification, which violates the eypame
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the case either in Paul or in the rest of the New Testament,

It has been showm thus far, and will be demonstrated more

conelugively throughout the remainder of this thesis, that

jeeting the %hird possibility which he lists; namely, that
baptism is the ritual (or sacramental) application of the

Cross., If baptism is to be rejected as a sacrament because

then the same must be said for any aporopriating means, even
for faith, inasmuch as His redemptive work reguires faith

ok

to bring it to its salutary effects,

; szbig., p,“k62= ", « o 0lne zwelte, andere Reinigung
neben das LKreuz,

2'L"Bar‘c;i'l himsell makes this quite'emphatic, ibidey Do
463: ", , , an den Goureuzigten . . « TUSE Gann glauben,
wer rein werden und sein willl®
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1

But also and primarily on oxegétical grounds Tit, 3:5

» o 4
mast be seen as a baptismel reference. The word AevzpoV

occurs only here and in Eph, 5:26 in the Hew Testament. In
the Epheosians passage it is expliciily stated that the
{

Movtpev ig the means by which Christ cleanses the Church,

- e 2 c 7
it is furthermore said to be a washing wod o3dTes €¥ pgudzt
The only washing of water which the lew Testament knows is
ba; tism.35 Hence the hermencutlcal principle of clarifying
a less explicii passage by more exnlicit leads %to the

conclusion that the hevtgev of Tilk, 3:9 is also
F

0
=
)
5
5
o
o

to baptism,

fe
¥

In Tit, 3:5 Paul is not spealkting of two means of salva-

tJ.

tion, but only of one., This is seen, first of all, from the

k3

A

act that the rest of the New Testament knows of only one
initial means of salvation (ef, Acts 2:38; 16:31,33;

dn. 3:3~53; 1 Pet, 3:20; Mk, 16:16)., 1In addition to that,
the washing of regeneration and rencwing of the Holy Ghost

o
are both dependent on the single verbecgeotey , Thig also

r.a

[
eeris to lend the connecting gatl an epexegetic character,
A% least there 1s a strong similarity in the meaning of th

4 [
two words AeNYYEYETIA and avaralvwels, The active concept

i
E?Bart’n, Ol g:_t_g., Do W21 £F44 quote,, Jus 1:7,9: %The
blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses (kedepi§s! ) us £rom all
sin," e the'ﬂeby e:tcluzies -any cleansing by water, Then to
account for the reference to water in Enh. 5:126-27 he .--E).]\CS
it a natural extension of the metaphor implicit in exdepl fzw-

%big., Pe %72, This appears to boe an obvious dodging of the
QXT,
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Kalvwols desceribes a creative activity in contrast to i~
@deipetv (2 Cor, 4%3116), of which the passive idea in raY&U;ﬂ
forms the eomplement.zf’ The addition of wWYE o4 8 TOS
ayiov as a subjective genitive designates the Holy Spirit as
the author of the renewal, TENY {again) is also comple-
mented by av & (again, from above; cf. 5,’.‘-,..-,4"3&\;’ Jog 323188504
Thus, from this passage we learn the following concerning
Panl's concept of haptism: 1) the creation of a new man is

3) it is

ars 3 - e o 1 . & 3 a0 £
effected by the Holy Svirits and 4) it is the result of a

< b - - » - ’l 2 W 4
involved (kdived): 2) it is a rebirth (7TahyVY ,<YA4)

=9

F 4
washing (AoevTpov), The parallels with other Apostolic

 SoF S
g =

dviwdevy and Jn, 3:3-8, which emphasizes particularly the

)

-

by Waich Ye Become Christ's Possession

1l Core 1:12-13 pleces the person bapilzed in direct ‘rela-

ta

cion to Christ. Again, this is not yet spelled out ex-
pressly, but it is the obvious inference which the Apostle

Paul wants drawn.

26Schnaci-:cnburg, op git., De 9 M, . o dle gkiive
Bildung Metlv 918 (yon iwivd@y hesagt eine schipferische
'i‘éfi;igkeit in Cegensatz zu i gbeigerv | vgl. 2 Kors %:16,
dlirfte also zu der Vorstellung einer yevedia die passende
rganzung liefern,”




1.6
In rebuking the various facticns that had arlsen in
Corinth Paul mekes three assertions in the form of rhetori-
cal questions: 1) Christ is undivided g;d indivisibles
2) Christ, and only Christ, was crucified for youj; and 3)
you were baptized into Chrlst's Name, and Hls Hame alone,

The

o

pist of Paul's argunment i1s that all party-spirit
is out of nlace in the Christian congregation, The force

3

of his argument lies In the assumption underlying his first
assertion; nomely, that theo Christian congregation represents
or poritrays Christ. Their very factiousness, however, glives
the lie to the fact of Christ's undivided and indivisible
wity, The reason that any sori of party-spirit is impossi-

o i L o 2 L . FRRE 1 3 Tr. ot el b
ble among Christians is the fact that in His death €hrist

-

has bought them-all for IHimself, and that, therefore, they

are to direct thelr allegiance seclely to Christ. This fact
is further undergirded in their baptism into Christ's Hame,
The Name of Christ, called upon them in their baptism, shows

that henceforth they belong exclusively to Christ, their Lord,-

27Wilholm Heitullller, Iu Hamer Josu (Gbttingen: Vanden-
hoeck und Ruprecht, 1903), pe. 1093 "Fassen wir das Ergebnis
unseres Ausflugs in das CGeblet der Profangriicitiit zusammen,

g0 ist es dieses: £i5 ze 8veud zIves als Bestimmmng dos
Verbunas (oder Satzes) war eine in der hellenistischen Welt-
sprache sehr gelilufige Formel, in der Umgangs-, spez, Geschifts-
sprache lange vor der Entstehung des W, T, Iursierend, in der
Litteratursprache, wie es scheoint, erst spiter auftauchends

sie bezeichnet die Zueignung-an eine Persen, die Herstellung

des Verhdlitnisses dor ZugehOrigkeit; zu beachten ist dabei,

dasz das 8vome in der Formel scine eigentliche Bedeutwng

nicht verloren hat," In distinguishing betweon the different
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The claim of the Wame upon then is fittingly described by

Die Erinnerung an die auf diegen Namen vollzogene

Toaufe war daher geelgnet, elnen Geﬁauf%e' daran

zu erinnern, dasz aussc ieszliche uynd vollige

Gebundenheit an Christo eip unverbruchliches

Lebensgesetz fur ihn sgei.2¢

~ 2 "
With this understanding of ¢'§ wo ovoud s it becomes even
easier to understand Poul's horror at the claims of the fac-
~ ] - -

tions: t@b‘uﬁ? glue lliodod | TRobertson and Pluzmer show that
such a stater-nt Impiies the slave-master rclationship.29
Such a claim stood in direct opposition to the meaning of
their baptism, for the claim vhich their baptism made upon
them was none other than the c¢laim vhich Christ's death made
upon them, Schlatter points out this connection very con-

b

e m Hagen ist gesagt, dasz_und wvle
der Menschheit die Siinden vergeben sind,39

For Poul baptism into the Name of Christ always presuppeses

the death of Christ.

prepositions found in this expression in the New Testament,
he has this to say, ibid., p. 127: "Die Phrasen famvifsiv gv
und #mié 7 dvéudwt’ Dieten eine Beschreibung des Vorganges
der Taufe; sie besagen, dasz-das Taufen sich vollzieht unter
Nennung des Namens Jesu., QBawrieiy sis 1 Svoua dagegen
giebt einen (den) Zweck und einen {(den) Erfolg des Teufens
an; es besagt, dasz der THufiing in das Verhiltnis der
Zugeh8rigltelt, des Digentums zu Jesus tritt. -Aber auch in
Beamsiisty gis ﬁvmdist das Homent der Namennennung enthalten,"

g s
20Bachmann, one Clbes Pe 70
29Robertson and Plummer, Op. Cite, De 133 "To he a

slave is #Wov éfver, another pérson's property (Aris.,Pel, I,)."

30Schlattor, one Clties Do 7.

R —
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In pointing gratefully to the fact that he himself had,
with only a few exceptions, noct baptized anyone, Paul
streéngthened his argument, The decisive factor is the Name
into which you have been baptized. Had he dcne mere baptiz-
ing, he would cnly have confirmed some in thelr error that
the all-important matter was the person who had done the

“ - a -
’clzinff.«“l But Paul does not here minimize or belitil

Q

baptisnm,2* All of his congregations had been baptized (cf,
1 Cor. 12:13; Gal, 3:27; Roms 6:3), and on this fact he

builds his doctrine of the Body of Christ, which dominates
his ecclessiology, Hence 1t was for him also one of the im-

portant principles of the unity of the Chureh (Zvh., %:15),.

Lt

In Gal., 3:27 we neet the expression ééauzr'si‘ca""' §¢s Xf"‘m’?
The question arises vhether the ¢is indicates merely an ex~
tornal connection similar %o eiov® 8vomd , or whether perhanps
it ought to be construed locally, thus paving the way for a
decper, nystical understanding. That the Xptevov 2ve Cieacde
describes a profound, essential relationship to Christ, is
obvious; but does the oroec gis R@w vov EfamzicdyTe already

slgnify a naystical "dipping into" Christ? Fundamentally, it

.‘ - L) - -~
3lhis ancient mi sconception finds its modern counter-

part in the popular expressicn, "I was baptized Iuatheran,
Catholic, Presbyterian, cte.,"

3250 Q_on, Lietmann, 93.' .g-,j_og }3. 93 “. s o SO sehr
legt er s%ets den Nachdruck auf die persdnliche Anelgnung
des ‘'Evangeliums' d, h, den 'Glauben'. Das Taufen ist
dengegenllbor Nebensache . o o oV
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is a question of whether or not this mystical scense is neces-
sarily contained in the expregsion Bamzi Seobat  ges

2|
then it must be nostiulated also for Rom, 6:3.3-3

A --.‘
In the first place, it is not demonsirable that pemzijetv

-

necessarily connotes a "dlpoing in." The Hew Testament al-
most uniformly uses it in its technlcal sense, to baptlize
(72 times), while the word for “"dipping in" is GanTity (ef,

e 163243 Jn, 13:263 Rev. 19:13), The few excepticns are

wiversally applied: In 1 Coyr, 10:2 we are told that all

> » P ” 2.4 e 4 - o - /, p ] -
gis you Mwoa ~zv ERATIEL dAVID TP Bapmisty ¢i5 necessarily has

the mystical connotation of "“dipping into', this passage re-

sults in sheer nonsense The cxpression most probably indi-
cates the denendence of the Isrselites upon Moses zg God's

chosen lead .3} Pance this locus indicates a close con-

-

n ’ T ; dao S 2
nection between Pamzijsiv % ang famzifsiv 75 ® ovoua

ﬁ? - - S L - >

J9%or this definition of the issue and for help in solve-
ing the problem 1 am indebted to Schnackenburg, oD. cit.,
pg 13“‘23.

. a4
31-.01\. .‘1.. 0(‘3‘)5@3 14 6“7""‘ SSIV’ ﬁ}d?’-v"'lv, " oo yeiseh

;!orcer'bugh sun Neuen J.estaz:lent, edited by Gerhard Ki tel
(Stuttgart:s Verlag von W, Kohlhammer, 1933}, I, 528,

35Schnackenburg, on. gite, D 20.
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This same conclusion is reached by the parsilel expression
used in Acts 19:3=9: eis z¢ slanzicdnre; gis T lwayroo
Gﬂntwfud. M %ﬂanm’cﬁ'qn&v sis ©» dvome ro3 Kup:’ou ,I[--,raﬁ "
Pinally an examination of the parallel belwesn anafjsw
sis and mICTIEY iP5 proves instructive, The latter indi-

cates the direction of faith, though not expressing a nysti-

1

cal movement into Christ. The practical identity in meaning
between ¢75 and eis é’vewa , ot least with miovedev , can
be .seen by comparing their use
his is all to say that the "dlpping in® idea is not
) 2
necegsarily contained in the phrase Bawei Ssev sis , though
it need not necessarily be excluded, So if the idea of
"dipping into" Christ is present in Gal, 3:2
ent not in the expression 1ltself, but is supplied by the
context. In this case it is there because the XF' 0'7'3‘:"
gvefoceads presupposes and suggests 1t. The importance of
this distinction is secen vher it is borne in mind thazt the

ohrase Bawv: §ev8e¢ gis Xp1rm9¥is applied specifically to

fee

Christ's death in Hom, 6:3. If @a'n'?lfiﬁ‘fgm gis Kerooov
(vov BdveTov adTV) ig thers interpreted to mesn a "dipping
into" the death of Christ, justification would have to be
supplied by the context., Whether such justification would
be forthcoming is doubtful, since there the ocntexf favors
the metaphor of immersion as a burial with Christ,

The same thought is expressed by Zahn:

Jaar——
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Durch (erm'few efs ziva (T ist dle besondere Art
der Beziehung zu einen ande;cn, welche die Taufe
stiftet, noch nicht bestimmi; dicse ist vielmehr
Jje nach "aer Bodcutunv der PorSOﬂ ou: Sache, zu
welcher die a%fo in Bezlehung setzt, eine sehr
verschiedene.3

LS

-

The context of Gal. 3:27, then, pernits the interpreta-
tion of Bamifeiv ¢fs asz a "dipping into" Christ., The

picture which poverns the whole passage (3:26-23) 1sc that

] 3 & 3 . “ f
of clothing oneself with Christ. All (mevves , v, 26;
4 y - - -
bcoc 4 Vo 2723 WavTEs , v, 28b) dip into this baptism (a

reference to the ritual immersion) as into a flowing, all-

covering robe, which covers all national, social and sexual

¥

differences, and nmeltes them all one in Christ, It would
seem as though immersion suggested To Paul the mebtaphor of
dlpping into Christ conceived as a2 robe in which all as a
result of their baptism are clothed, The question as to the
source of the figure of the robe 1s not of great consequence.
Rendall's conjecture that it stems from the contemporary

Roman ceremony of investing a youth with the foga wyirilis3?

appears to be more remote than Duncan's suggestion that it

3°Theouor Zahn, "Der Brief de
- ﬁum Uegeg 'eqt?ﬂnﬂ+ (Lel

'U m

3?»rec~emc Rendell, "'Tho Ipistle to the Galatians," The
Sxonositor's _;gga Testamens rand Raplds: Wa, B, B vénqps
Publishing uo,, Nede iII 17% "The eoncentﬁon of spirit.
ual manhood is here “”SOGL&JQ with baptlism by a figure
borrowed from Greck and Roman usages it a2 certain a age the

Roman youtllh: exchanged the toga praetexta for the togs Yirilis
and passed into the rank of citizens,®
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has 1ts roots in the 0ld Testament,3¢ In thus interpreting
1ﬂuzﬁawvf$6v&*b eie Xpirﬂﬁ by the metaphor included in the
gvsSoracde | the "dipping into Christ® is preserved from

any sort of mystical discoloration, in the sense of an ab-
sorption into the divine. As a summary of vhat Paul includes
under that mctéphor, this quotation from Schlatter is apropos:

Er heiszt hier, wie R8m, 13:1%, Christus das Gewand,

in das wir gekleidet sind, um uns zu zeigen, wie

reich und v81lig uns Christus Anteil gzibt an allem,

vag er hat, wic er seine eigene Art auf uns Uber-

4 » und uns Zq seinem Abbild macht, Wie er Schn
s ist, so [uhrt er auch uns zur Xindschaft ,

v Se Seine Gerechtigkelt, seine Helligkelt, |

sein eviges Leben umfassen auch uns. Wie e in

Geiste lebt, so durch ihn auch Wwir « « ¢ o7

ct
L
s fte ch d“_g-}”:.'(.

Tias

Baptism as Incorporation into the Body of Christ

Fi 2
In 1 Cor., 12:13 Gemvi§e00el 665 yag angther object, dis-

tinet from that of the personal Christ. Here it is the

mystical Body of Christ. While the passages heretofore ad-

duced spoke of the baptized person as being brought into

38George 8, Duncan, "The Lpistle of Paul to the Gala=-
tians," The loffatt New Testament Commentary (New York and
London: Harper and Brothers, n.de¢), IX, 123: ® ., , 4 in
Scripture 1t denotes that the wearer becones in a subtile
vay identified with what he puts on (ef, the 0ld Testament
thought of clothing oneself with righteousness, with
strength, etc., and Paul's use of the same metaphor in
Rom, 13:12; Eph, %:24), Thus, wvhen a men is baptized, he
becomes so thoroughly identifiod with Christ that it 1s no
longer he who lives, it 1s Christ who lives in him, No mat-
ter vhat that person was before, in Christ he is & new cre-
atlon (cf. 6:15),"

39adolph Schlatier, Erl¥uterunszen zum Heuen Testament
(Stuttgart:s Calwer Veréinsﬁucﬁﬁaz%ﬁung, 2532 9 e 1 il a
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relation with Christ, this one speaks of the relationship of
the baptized individuals to each other in forming the Body
of Christ, This idea was already hinted at in Gal., 3:27,
where in Christ individual differences are nc longer recoge
nizable, but all are one in Christ. The present passage
advances the thought to the point where all members are

formed into one Body of Christ of which they are individually

members, This Body of Christ is built by the same baptism of
the many, and the agent of this unlty is the Spirit

Audolph Schnackenburg in his treatment of the subject
asks the question whether the TYeVMA is to be-th hought of

personally as the agent of unity, or as an impersonal prin-

4o

ciple of unity, and decldes in favor of the latter, His

case rests on two grounds. 1) The activity of the personal
TIveo# A is described in vwe. Y%-11 by the scarcely distinguish-
able prepositionsé%éi,waié, anﬁ.3V, each time with the arti-
cle. If in v. 13 the personal nveima were meant, how is one
to explain its anarthrous use? 2) VWith v. 12 a2 new paragraph
begins and here mvedudig o be understcod in correspondence
ix)€ahwdw as the life-principle of the Body., But ilnasmuch

as the Body is imperscnal, the soul ("Vﬂbwd) mist also be
impersonal., Hence he concludes that the wvéUxa indlcates
rather the power, impersonally conceived, which upbuilds and

quickens the Body of Christ,

MOSchnackenburg, on. clt., pPp. 24-29.
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In reply it ought to be noted that the anarthrous TV e 4
does not neccessarily imply an impersonal spirii, even though
it be set.in a context where ywveos d is used with the arti-
cle. ¥l By omitting the article attention is fixed upon the
character of the Spirit as Spiri‘h.’f“z The person of the
Spirit has been amply described, Here in v, 13 His role as
Spirit is emphasized without robbing Him of His perscnality.
Furthermere, it seems highly questlonable whether the TDud ~
VeV e contrast is the prominent one in the Apostle's mind,
The foregoing context 1s at pains to deseribe the unity amid
the diversity which the Spirit creates. Amid the diversity
¢ unity of the congregation is seen in the cne
and the same Spirit who apporiions the diverse gifts., Now
in ve 12 the analogy of the human body is introduced tc sube
tiate this very point (y4f). The point is that meny

membaers constitute a unity in the body., The tertium is the

unity which the Spirit effects (vv. %-11) conceived in ierms
of a2 human body. But the illustration fails in iis purpose
of reinforcing the activity of {the Spirit as the unifying

ﬂ - Ll
agent, if now suddenly the nvédmed is conceived Impersonally.

(4
1"101". Gal, 5:16-18, where even the anarthrousg wveosast
vw. 16,18, refers to the personal Spirit of God, as well as
A o ~ - b 3 -
> nveome , v, 17, Cf, also Blass-Debrunner, op. g¢it,.,
para. §57=2: “Auslassen des Art, auch bei Pripos. (ev 7w
uv' o e ° e n

’“'?For a discussion of the force of anarthrous nouns, cf,
Be ', Westcott, The Ipistls to the Hebrews (Grand Rapids:
¥me B. Berdmans Publishing Company, 1955), pe 7.

i
T
1
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Besides, it is difficult to identify the impersonal spirit of !

God, much less to conceive of it, apart from the personal

un

Spirit of God, especially in view of Tit. 3:5.

And so Paul here again appeals te baptism as a principle
of unity in the Church, here described as the Body of Christ.
This is a recurring theme, specifically formulated in Eph, 4:9,
Baptism has as ils goal the one Body. The instrument by which
this unity is effccted is the one Spirit,*3 As this excludes
the view that sees in wvebmathe sphere or the element in

which th

©
o
O
L
¢/
2
-
.
L

baptized, ™ so it also complements the
ccacaing'of the Spirit's role in baptism derived from Tit. 3:5.
{is work, begun in the hearts of each individual, takes on
this social dimension as each is placed by the one Spirit in-

o

;0 the one Body of Christ.

*We have seen thus far that Paul's viev of baptism runs
parallel with that of the rest of Apostolic teaching, par-
ticularly in the thought of baptisﬁ as a purification from
sin on the basis of Christ's death, as the transfer into the
possession of Christ, and the role of the Holy Spirit,

Baptism plays a powerful role in his doctrine of the Church,

for it constitutes the unifying vrinciple of the Church by
Y“3For the instrumental use of &v , ef. B ass-Deb er
oD, cit,, para; 21931: ", . . auch die person1icho Tatigkeit

Tird S0 au usgestellt, "

-t

*hnobertson and Plummer, on. t Pe 272¢ "The Snirit
is the element in (¢v) which thc bg sm takes place."
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rendering visible the unity of all in Christ and in the
Spirit., Yet for all this, baptism is not for him an adjunct
to his theology, but ls internclly bound.up with the redemp-
tlve act and plays an equally decisive role in his soteri-
clogy. This leads to the heart of the peculiarly Pauline
conception of baptism as a redemptive event with Christ,

particularly as & dying and rising with Christ,.




CHAPTER IIT

PAUL'S UNIQUE CONTRIBUTICN TC THE UNDERSTAUDINVG CF BAPTISH

AS A REDEMPTIVE FVENT SYN XPIsTQI

The Locus Classicus: Me 63111
in Rom, 3:21 £f, Paul states his Tundamental thesis ree-

garding the way of salvation for sinful men, who are dewvoid
of God's glory. God, exclusive of the Law, justifles beth

dJew and Greek by grace through faith on the basis of Christ's

th, In Nom. 4 Abrehem is shown to be the sxample

PRE SR . Mg T x e r ) g, ) s . oD -
rightecusness, As the physical progeniter of the Jews, as

PP - - T} - 3 . 23PN Lol

ather of the uncircumcisad, he becane the proto-

type of all vho are justified by faith., The glory of which

men were once destitute is now once again a possession in
hope, made possible by the death of the MHediator, This at

once gives perspective to the vhele raliglous history of man,
Sin and salvation cach have thelr respective anccstor,

hrough one man's trespass death reigneds; in Adam all died,
But in a far greater degree through the one idan, Jesus
Christ, 1ife reigns. The salvation won by Christ possesses
certainty (redA® uadhev , 5317}, fullness (mep! roeta s 5:17),
and universality (gis mevees uw9pwrfﬁos, 5:18), Thus, where

sins abound, grace abounds much more,
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The false conclusion drawn from this principle 1s the

)

provlexn to which Paul addresses himself in ch,

z
-

Y It ‘:oy pole 'j
means follows that the doctrine of God's grace 1s Intended
as an encouragenent for libertinism. Such an immoral atti-

tude is a contradiction to the whole scheme of the plan of

the individusl in vaptism. This context gives to Paul's
£ B S : - o iaen B ¥ 3 i A mean ] 3 - . 0
understanding of baptism its ethlecal direction, Ta

cal concern overshadews his whele presentation znd breaks in

1

. {
from time to time (c.g.,mepimatpowucv v, +) and furnishes

LY
the climax and culmination of the section (hoyaaefﬂs,ng.).,
ve 11)s In vve 12-1h Paul draws the practical conclusions
from this presentation, and hence, strictly speaking, these

iiscusslion concerning his view of

Ve 1o What conclusion shall we draw then

-

US CO=-

ci

Le
tinue in szin, so that grace may a
ie occasioned by Paul's siatement in 5:20,
Cnce btefora (3:8) he had met the same objection. The sense
renains the same vhether the subjunctive be consirued as
hertative or deliberative, Lenski is quite emphatic in be-
hall of the 1atter,1 although the hortative betier voices a

false cenclusion,

In, ¢, H. Lenski, The I ghrnrctntion of St, Paul's
Eviatée Eg the Romans (uolanbas. Wartburg Press, c.l945),
PPe 207-3004,
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Ve 2, WNever! 9ince we are such as have dled to sin,
how is it possible for us to continue in it?
Paul objects strenuocusly to such a perversion of the
doctrine of grace. It is utterly impossible. The ocr\VES
as a relative of qua ltv,z emphesizes thet 1t is a charac-

teristic feature of Christians that they have died to sing

Die Christen sind. in Bezilehung auf die Slnde
gestorben 1re 3eZ'Eﬂl." sur Gnde ist durch
ein Sterben geldst,

oltoeckhardt renders this scmewhat more explleit:

y Herrschaft,

e o o Wir sind von der Macht, CGewalt
5 L ¥t
.Lu)

vom Bann und Zwang der Sunde befre

Since we have died to sin, it is an impossibility to live in

? ? 5 = () 2, .
sin, The ¢Y ovTyg pictures sin as the sphere which is

2y, lian Sanday and Arthur C, Headlam, "A Critical and
LKGPGE;Vﬁl Commentary on the LQ_SU'O to tnp Romans,.® The
International Critical Comentary (Second edition;g ‘Wew Yori:

Charles Scribner's Sons, n.d.), pe 156,

3Fricdrich B lass, Grammatik des ncutestamentlichen
Griechisch, ed*ted by AJbar% Debrunner
Gottingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 195%), para. 188&,

YPanl Althaus, "Der Brief an die R8mer, " Das Neus
Tgﬁg%ment Degtggn zG ttingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht,
1949), VI, 50,

\..L, ‘l

5Geor @ utoochu rat
e RYmer (8t., Louis
1907), pe. 263,

%, Commentar 1 be, Gen Brief Paulj
:’ Toncordis Publishi ing House,
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out-of-bounds'" for Christians.6 That the Apostle already
anticipates his whole %rain of thought and refers to bap-
tlsmal death is indicated in the following verse, since the
rhetorical question would lose 1ts ferce unless thls were
already known to his resders,
V. 3« ©Or are you ignorant of the fact, that 211 of us

nto Christ Jesu

alen V -~ g 2 . o
wiio have been baptized

4|
»d
m
b
4]
o
W
@
)
!
o]
o |

ck
iy
N

()

taly

into his death
[ 2
The phrase ﬁdntfﬁ‘Y €¢> has already been discussed,

Paul here lays the groundwork for his cwn interpretaticn of

&
2 v 2 -
cis Nprorov “Imeedv yas known to the early

-

Church, and though 1% cannot be ascertalned positively

= 1 .- 2 Al “'I 4 -
wnether baptism gls PV bd vaTov formed = part of ecarly Apos-

:

unestion b

tolic teaching prior to Paul, Paul's rhetorical g

seems Lo imply it./ Turthermore, the relation between bap-

tism and the death of Jesus seems U0 be a presuppositlon, as
evidenced by the Tact that the nexi verse coniinues with

U A . . ahiu
oov rather than y¢p . AL any rate it serves as a point of

£ oy | i - el g - 3 4

“Rudolph Schnackenburg, bog Heilsceschohen bel der Taufe
nach dem Avostel Paulus (Mlnchen:” Karl Zink Verlag, 1950),
Pe 29.

73chnackenburg, 1oc. cit., mekes the following conjec-
ture: '"Dasz dle von Paulus gegebene Sinndeutung der Taufe
als eln iitsterben mit Christus (und Mitauferstehen) in der
Urkiirche schon erfolgté war dafllyr gibt es keinen Anhalis-
punkt, Die spateren Beugnisse gehen offentsichtlich gerade
auf Rom, 6 zurllck. So bleibt noch die MOglichkeit, dasz der
Taufunterricht der Urkirche das erste Sakranent nur alligemein
zum Tode Jesu in Bezlehung getzle, otwa im Sinne der Sihne-
wirkung zur Vergebung der Sunden,”
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departure for Paul's further development of the idea,

¥V, %, We heve been burled, then, with Him through bap=
th, so that, as Christ has been raised from the
decd through the glory of the Father, we also might walk in
an entirely new life,

Timediately the problem arises whether to construe €15
Zov Sévdtbvwith the verb or with ﬁmﬂzlﬁﬂﬁv°5' whether we have
been buried into death through baptism, or whether we have
been buried through bapitism-int
cides some exegetes in favor of the latisr is the

-

involved in coneeiving a burial prioc
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asserting that baptism is a baptism-into-death which results

in buriel they remove this con
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Bartli emphasizes thls polnt, It is his contention that we 3
does not render explicit the exact relationship between bap-
o

tism and death, but that in thls verse Paul clarifies It,

Thus, by wnderstandling baptism-into-cdecath as baptism that

-

stands in an undefined relation to dea finds the defi-

that relationship in this verse, Baplism presup-

poses a nrior death, since burial, 1,e., baptism, presupposes

ceath, Thus, baptiesm defined as a burial merely confims and

i o

B0, @.Bs, Joseph Sickenberger, “)”e Briefe des Hlgen.

Paulus an dic Xorinther und R8mer w’ Die ﬁel%igg Schrift des
Neucn. Testaments, edited by Fritz *24TTmenn (Fourth o i1tions

Bonn: Peter lanstein Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1932}, ad loc.

__ PMaricus Barth, Die Zaufe--Ei ment? (Zirich:
Evangelischer Verlag 4, G, 'olllkon 1951), De 228,
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that has already previously Tatcll DLACE,
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nstitutes, then, a very respectable excgetical de=

interestiing to nete in this connec that Toman Catholic
19 . - - e 2 T LT~ =T
xegetes,*= as well as Lutheran exegetes,~~ prefer reading
\ ¢ s o (A
gs Py dvazev yith the verb, treating burial and death
ag correlatives, YBuriel is only death sealed and made
cer g *.ﬂc {'._l‘:‘
T opa:a -~ 2ie : Syt g e
--O,-.:'.:.C{.: "e . der TEufling stirbt nicht e der Tanfe,
Man 1 ccqt nicht: (.urc? die Teufe uuv'den wlr —etotcu oder s
in der Toufe starben wir, 5Sondern: ‘Durch ¢ieTaulc w rarden
mr begra bm-" JDblde, Do 229 "Werden alsec die Taufiinge
'durch dig¢ Taufe ‘u,ur:« ben', so ist vorausgesetzt, dasz si
schon get@tot, gostorben und tot sind g,m; sie getauft wvur-
Geng’ ibldes be 2323 "Ule Taufe bestdiigi dann seinen Tod,

sie b wvivics oder pezweckit ihn aber nicht.®

1lge, John Calvin, Commentary upon the Epistle of St,
Paul 1o the [lomans, ed {ted from the original [nglish trans-
Tation of Christopher Logdcll P%macaer, bg ﬂenry Beveridge
(Zdinburghs ..,u.u-ba':g}* "im..L'l_, Company .JL}, D, 1k9:
Mloreover, it forceth not that this vrr{uc nor li‘ ca‘l.:.on
and nmmos: of 1life/ doth not appezr in all those that are
baptized., For Paul, after his manner, because he speaketh
wto the faithful, con‘,o,nct the uL;;:.wcc and effect with
the external .:J.gn. For we know that by their faith is cestab-
lished and ratified whatsoever the Lord offercth by the visw
lble pledge. To be brlef, ne teacheth what is the verity of
Jﬁuum.," rightly received, to the Galatisns he testifi Leth,
that all they, whosoever are bentwed in Christ have put on
Christ, PFor o a man mist say so long &s the institution of
the Lord and the faith of the goclly agree together; for we
never have vare and idle signs but vhen cur untnu.zﬂcnﬂness
and wickedness hindereth the working of God's bountifulnesgs,®

12E._5., Schnackenburg, on. cit., p. 30,
138.g,, Stoeckhardt, op. ¢it., D. 267.
1)+Sanday-Headlam, one citsy De 157,
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How shall the problem be solved? In the first place the

A x » ]
obv argues for the fact that v, % unfolds an idea latent in,

or suggested by, the preceding verse. If, as Barth suggests,
v, 4 constitutes an explanation of v, 3, one would expect'réP
more properly., Furthernmore, it is Zahn who points out the

fact that if as z$v5ﬁ7$6°Vbalc:gea topﬂﬂ?fiuﬁﬂ” s the absence
of the attributive article is almost inexplicable.t? Finally,

the fine distinction between v. 3 and v. % must be noted, In

<
L
)

-he reference is to Jesus' death (avred ) into waich we
have been baptized, Dut in v, %, the avzod g lacking, ine=
dicating a shift in focus. In baptism we alsgo died and were
buried with Christ. Mence also the emphatic position of

']
grY ete@iuevr  in v, L, This shift of cemphasis is also 2

progression of thought, however, 1If we are baptized into the
death of Christ, then that involves also gur death in the

The figure of

;34
el
o
i3
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sacrament, for we are buried wit

Fd
L9maodor ahn, "Der Brief des Paulus an die Rgmer,"
Kommentar zum Neuen Testaoment (Leinzigs A. Deichert'sche

Verlagsbuchhandiung Nachf,, 1910}, VI, 298, This, however,
is not a declisive argument; cf. Dlass-Debrunner, op. cit.,
L

a

para, 272
Senday~-ileadlan, op. cit., Pe 157, prefer "into that
o)

Oy

i
death (of Hig)," rather than death in the abstract; sc also
James Denney, "St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans," The Ixpog-
itor's Greek Testament (Grand Rapidss Wm, B, Eerdmans pube
1ishing Co., N.de), i1, 632, The possessive pronoun, found
in v. 3, but not in v. 4, however, argues rather decisively
for the distinctlon; so, gegfe, Adolnh Schlatter, Cotles
Gerechtigkeit: Ein Komzentar zum Rbmegbrieg (Stutigarts
Calver Vereinsbuchhandlung, 1935), p. 202; Stoeckhardt, on.
gite, P. 287; and Schnackenburg, on. c¢it., D. 30.
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3k
baptism 25 a burial is suggested by the immersion of the bap=

mersion symbolizes the

}-.n

tismal rite. Yot though the act of

burial, the significance of baptism is not thereby exhausted,
9 "

Althaus notes this:

Dieser Ritus stellt sinnbildlich ein Begrabenwerden
(,. Wasser) dar., Aber es ist eben mehr als Sinnblid,
“h*chh wirkliche. Beteiligung an Christi Tod, Uber-
fragung des TodeS.:

i) &
death implies that baptism is the means (2:+ ) by which we

he undergirds his earlier statement in v. 2 that we have died
to gin,

But death immediately suggests life, Paul never cone
ceives of death as the end in the redemptive plan, Just as
Christ has been raised {rom the dead through the glory of
ather, so also we are to walk in an entirely new life,
tively different (K“’YJVV"L ) from the
living in gin described in v. 2, and is a life in contrast to
leath, v. ha., Tlowever, Paul does not in the first instance
speak of the resurrection to the new life mediated by bap-
tism, but rather proceeds directly to the manner of life
which is the goal and the obligation of baptisn, The
Tept TaTel v betrays the othicel concern in the nind of the

"

Apostle. Stoeckhardt, therefore, seems %o Teel that the

1701thaus, ope Cites, Pe 50.
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passage does not imply a sacramental rising agalin with

Chris".ls lowever, this practical directive presupposes also

a sacramental resurrection as the next verse shows. Paul's

whole emphasis in thls pagsage is on the contrast: deathe

The force of Paul's argument depends on the fact of
Christ's death and resurrection., The guarantee of rising %o

life from death does not lie in the fact that after immersion

Amadil

e

the person again comes to the surface, however instrucitive

e SRS by B T DR TR SR R T4 o . .1, o o 2 - .
that symbolism might be. It lies rather in uniting sacramen-

V. 5. For if we have

im through the likeness of His death, even more, we

188toeckhardt, ODe Clies Pe 2883 M"Mit seiner Aufersteh-
ung ist Christus aber in ein neues Leben eingetreten, Und
dem entspricht das neue Leben, in den die getauften Christen
stehen, Das ist das ltertium comparationig, nichts Anders,
Dag tk vekpwv . das von der Auferweckung Christi gilt, hat
kein Correlat in der Parallele, . o o davon fYon dem geist-
lichen Sterbop/kenn fuglicherweise nicht gesagt werden, dasz
wir davon auferstanden sind."

19¢cf, Schnackenburg, ob. cit., Do 31l.
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This verse contains a number of difficulties and uill,
therefore, be discussed in greater detall in the next sec-
tion., Here the discussion is limited to the general course
of the argument, and of necessity presuppo.ses scme of the
conclusions roached belcw.2O

troduces the reason for the expectation of

)

1ife after death (pu’,’-), This progression from death to life,

vhich Christ first experilenced, is now applied %o the believe

ing and baptized Christian. In v,

]
¢

+ yalking in newmess of
life" was the purpose and goal of being buried with Christ,
& conclusion reached from the similarity to Chrisit's prior

- of r"-— ¢ s 4 - -
experience (wonep-eovtws K#¢ ), Heprg in v, 5 Paul wants to

exclude a mere exiernal parallelism between Christ's experi-

711

ence of death and resurrvection and ours, 21 There ig an in-

ternal connection and an organic union between Christ's

- A ! 2
experience and ours indicated in The word cuvugdrot , 2

DInfra, p, 46 1.

. ,?So Cc.lvm, oD. clt.y P 151, in comenting on the wo@d
O uoiwna s o o 1% seemeth to tend unto this; not that we
should die 1"% Christ by a natural death, but that we have
this congruency with his death, that as he died in the fles:
ua...ch he received of us, so we should die in ourselves that
we may llve in him, Then it is not the same death but the
1L{e- for the rese*nblance, or proportion, between the death
of this present 1life and spiritual renovation is to be noted."

223chnackenburg Pe,31lt "Gerade dieser plas-
tigcher Termlnus *orc’ier dic Vérknlpfung mit einen Cbjekt,
ni'{: dem man in einem orga.mschen Z‘uﬁa.mne’zhang treten kann,
Ein solches homogenes Obgez«:u kann fur Personen (vy 5 'uirt)

icht ein Ab ’crat{gum vie L od 'Bil bzw. 'Ahnlic
es. todes® seﬁn. eswegen d v' te 85 Erganzung o5Thd ié.héeit

V. 4 herausgenommen, die beste Erl 1aru1r* sein, M
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With this word Paul reaches back to suveTag ) iLfv yhere he

has introduced the 7¢v -concent to the passage.

ol

ut this in-

ternal~-organic union is not to be conceived as 2 mystical
experience of sharing with Christ His actual death on the

Cross. The gwoeiwwwd exeludes such a concept. Our experi-

ence is like His, but

Sy the likeness lies not in the mode of

death, since He shed His blood on Calvary and we die the sac-
ramental death in baptism. It lies rather in the fact of

2

death through which we attain %o unlon with Christ,

(‘1‘

o}

he thoughts are rather compressed in vv, '~5, But
they are composed of these elements: 1) we are internally l
and organically united with Christ; Christ died, and through

o 3 21 —re % a.-.,"I na 3 .
our connection with Him (oov @vTw ) we also died together
with Hin (GGVE:A Yy GW""?) 2) at the same time Paul

portrays for us th

®

final outecome of Christ's experiences;
hrist did not remain in death, but was raised againg 3)
thls process of QJ!Q"-rlS_“ is also experienced by us
(Eomep - 05TwS K&l ). yug in line with the trend of
Paul's thought in this pericope, the fact of bﬂrls 's resur-
rection is bent for us toward the ethical Youghit® of walking
in an entirely new life, DBut they all belong together.
Through baptlsm we become such as are internally and organi-
cally united with Christ; but this becomes for us a simul-
taneous ethical imperative,

It follows, therefore, that v. %b does not refer
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immediately to the future physical resurrection,23 bul merew
ly indicate the lecgical conclusions of the dying.

s,megﬁ ist das futurunm lozicum und bezeichnet das,
was vom Standpunikt unseres gelstlichen Steroons, des
Tits»erbcns mit Christo, aus zuklnftig Lau, in Wirke
lichiteit an der Vergangenheit surilckliegt. Denn
Pavlus weist in diesem ganzen Abschnitct v. 3-11 auf

das uu;dCf was vwir in unserer Taufe erfahren haben.Qh

This would not exclude a physlcal resurrectlion from the con-
cept of life, but it falls outslde the purview of this pase
sage, The emphasis rests solely on the indisscluble bond
between death and resurrection.

'T,

that Paul has outlined our sacramental "re-living"29

L]

of Jesus' death and resurrccticon and our internsl and organice

union with Christ, he returns tc his original thesig: aneddvouev
Tﬁ ﬁuap?f@ ve 23 and he uniolds more explicitly what sig-
nificance these redemptive acts have for the baptized person.
In a sense Paul adds nothing new hereafter, but merely repeats
and draws the inferences from the foundation he laid in vv,
3=Y.

V. 6o Ve know this: our 0ld man has been crucified
wlth Him, so that the body, as a possession of sin, night be
destroyed, that we no longer be slaves to sin.

From the discussion thus far, it is clear that in

2380, @e.gey Denney, on. cit.

Zq“tcccihardt ops clts,
o 3013 and J"nnachenburg, one. clt.

L

258chnacls zenburg, loc. glt., uses the term "Hacherleben."
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baptism we in a sacramental manner have undergone a process
like to. that of our Lord in the historical event, ©Since
this has been clarified, Paul no longer employs the figdre
of immersion, This external symbolism plays little, if any,

role in Paul's thoughits concerning baptism. The rite may

have furnished the point of contaect for hi

-3
(4]

éiscussion, but
when he has advanced beyond it, it becomes qulte unessential

and he dispenses with it, The significant theological fea=

-

tures are the historical redemptive events in the life of

V0 o ¥
wLNris

; with which the haptized person has become connected,
Hence he can now employ the expression auvaﬂaop@'@q, which
aptly denotes His decisive redemptive deed for us, although
it in no way relates ltself %o the external symbolism of bap-
tism, J

Por an interpretation of this verse it is necessary to

& TIeell oS "é'w&pmﬁos 73;4&V - ﬁuvzﬁ'taupa’:é‘w
Yva xetepyndy — o eDues 7is amaprias

This has the force of placing the emphasis on gatapysdy .
There is a final, effeclive destruction experienced in bap-
tism, Ve share the violent death of crucifixion with Christ,
who died once-for-all, and whe dies no more (vv. 9-10).
lore expliclitly, it is the old man who has been crucified,
the body of sin which has been utterly destroyed., The dif-
ficulty which leads some exegetes to deny that a destruction

of the body of sin actually takes place in haptism, or to
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conceive of the total destruction as taking place first at

the ?arousia,26 is the fact that sin still exists even after

baptism, But Paul in the present passage novhere claims that
sin has been destroyed; 1t is the body belonging to sin,

otherwise defined as the old man, that has been destroyed,

=4

% is important that this distinction be observed, for in
f 9
this whole pericope, as also elsewhere,27 Paul personifies

sin

~3

so that Sln is concelved as an objective, ruling power,
whose domain is this mortal body with its members., (6:12-13).
This cwme 1s the body of Sin, that is, the body which be=
longs to Sin, This body is destroyed, crucified together
with Christ in baptism.a8 That 5in was not destroyed, but
rather the body, insofar as it was subject to Sin, also ex-
plains the fact that further sihning is possible. Sin still
is present and active; but ils old sphere of power 1s no
longer subject to it, since it has in fact died with Christ.
Hence the statement of Stoecithardt is entirely appropriate:
Wo der alte liensch gekreuzigt, dle Macht der Stinde
gebrochen ist, da ist auch der Lelb der Sunde, dgr

LeiDd eben als sclcher, als Werkzeug, Organ der Sunde
auszer Kraft und Wirksamkeit gesetzt,

20gchnackenburg, op. Gi., . 3%, lists B, ielss and
Delling among these,

kv b ) (€ 4 ¥
271_'.-_.3., Romgy5al2y, 9 ameprie entered the world,"
28This also renders inadequate the statement of Sanday-
leadlam, on. gilt., D. 158, that it is "reduced to a condition
of absolute impotence and inaction, as if it were dead.®

295toeckhardt, ops gite, Des 291,



4l
The thought in this verse then indicates that cruciflixion

cl .
with Christ has t:is purpose (ive ), that the body belonging

Aslmelisai

Lal

to 5in be completely destroyed, with the result that we no
Qs 3
longer serve Sin,

Ve 7¢ ¥Tor he who hasg died is declared free from sin,

» - - L] i ’ )
verbial saying is injected as supvort (y<p ) for Paul's

statement in the prevlous verse. Death destroys all bonds,

RS FURE VS S I = o 3 - ' 1. 3
an argument he agaln employs in 7:3, 3in this sense

A f‘;f’ z ) 1 3.7 4= - X do oy aTa ey o
Jiiatourdel ig not here used as the theclogical itechnicug

Schlatter gives an il-

3 <

3O%he genitive articular infinitive is either Tinal or
consecubtive, OSinee the purpose of the cuvedtavpwdy hag heen
clearly indicated by the fva, 2, thought progression could be
haerv i D doodeve” Pinal s Schnaclront
observed by making the yov 000 final; so Schnackenburg,
?g. cit.y De 393 see alsc Blass-Debrunner, op. c¢it., para.
0:2,5, However, purpose may also be here indicated, thus
a_e ? > "!i 9 (13 o~ 3 y ?
maicing 1t parallel to theive ~clause; so Sanday-Headlam,

_Q,Rt c,,i-,,t_og ° 15 e

b . AR ezl .
! 3lihether or not this saying has parallels in Rabbinie
literature is a question of small consequence, For a discus=
sion of this point, ef, Schnackenburg, op. cite., Pe 35

"

2 o b n .
J<Sanday-Headlam, on. git., P. 159.

33walter Bauer, Worterbuch zum leuen Testament (Fourth

D i el

editions Berlin: Verlag Alfred Toepelmann, 19525, ccl. 358,
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rechtliche Angpruch ist abgetans; alles, was die
Gegonselte nit Hecht zu fordern hattng ist ihp
geworden, Die sfinde verla ngt den Tod ihres ”“ucrs;
mehr kann sie nicht verlunﬂcn, aber auch nicht
weniger, Wer sie tat, kann und aqr” nicht leben,
Dieses CGesetz, das unverletztliche Geltung hat,

ist aber zur Lrfllllung gekommen, weil der, der
bisher ges Hpﬂiﬂt, nun aber sich dem Christus
ergeben hat, von rqn in seinem Tod mit eine

roschlossen st

) P EE P - 2. 1 - 2.
This verse, as it stands, speaks primarily of a freeing
from the rule of Sin, not in the first instance from the

o e S 2. 7 | £330l - s
guilt of sin., Death of itself does not constitute an expia-

Ct3). DBut since Paul's end in view is ultimately an ethi-

cal one, his concern is to demonstirate the freedom from the
rule of Sin., Yet 1% 1s also a freeing from the guilt of sin,

SN

inasmich as the death thabt effects freedom from Sin is the

leath of Christ. The full force of the verse, however, is

How death is the passage to life. Whereass the emphsasis

since v, 5 has been on death, Paul now turns to the positive
aspoct ol the redemptive event., His first thesis was that

ve have died with Christ and are now dead so far as sin is
concerned. 1ile now develops his second thesis, already stated
in ve. % in terms of “welking in an entirely new life": we

)

haove been ralsed with Christ and now live to God,

5
JL*,-';;c‘m_at-z;er, ops cit., De 210,

-
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V. 8. But if we have died with Christ, we confldently
believe that we ghall also live with Him
Christ died and rose again, But if we have shared
Christ's death in that we died with Him, then we shall also
certainly rise with Him, since union with Christ at any one

noint involves total and comnlete union with Him, The acqui-

sition of this 1life 1ls the acquisition of something certain

and abiding. Yel this certainty is not based cn any empiri-
cal proof, but is rather perceptible only to falth, Hence

. . ) . 3 -~
Paul uses moTeceiéy , yhich connotes convictlon, confi-

-

dence, and trust.

p !
Whethier the future (79)yropsv ) ought to be taken logi-

ut
cally, as in v, ,%5 or as a reference to the future resur-
5

(%)

rection,~” 1is a 1little difficult to determine. It is perhaps
a question of both/and, The torm "life" ies for Paul a rather
fluid one with several meanings, and it "glides backwards and
forwards from one to ancther almost impercentibly, w37 The
ultimate concern of Paul is an ethical one, which he calls
wallking in newness of life® in v, %; but this vresupposes

the possession of a new life (v. 5)3; this possession will not

be consurmmated until the final day of resurrectlion., This

latter is probably the sonse most prominent in this verse,

358, ot

utoecihardty one Site, Do
3630

r
O
Re)
e

Sanday-Headlam, ODe Cike., De 159,

A
371via.
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Schnackenburg's remarks at this pcint are instructives

et also eine verschiedene und
spunkt angepaszte Verwendung,
t un das gittliche leben ohne

ott (v. 2), so ist dieses Leben doch auf
den realen Lebenserwerb in der Taufe durch die Aufer-
stehunz "mit Christus® gegrindet, Bs ist ein wesen-
haft neues Leben, dessen Andersartligkelt sich in
einem neuen Lebenswandel (v, 4) zeigen soll, Als
sakramenteles Gottesgeschenlkk wird diesss Lebhen ein
Hellsgut, das als solches etwas Bleibendes und
idealerveise Unverlierbares ist, In dem cu{ycosay
(v. 8) weltet sich der Blick auf die Vollendung des
Lebenshesitzesy das endzeltliche und unangefochteone
Desitzen des Gotteslebens wird ip.den Gedankengang
zun mindesten miteingeschlossen.u’8

.r
f]

Ve 2o Tor we know that, since Christ has been raised

This verse belongs grammatically to the preceding verse,
hence the participle is best understood causally. DBearing
in mind the ethical direction of this pericope, Paul asserts
most emphatically the decisive character of Christ's redemp-
tive act with the classic term for iis once-nesss é?éjmxﬁ
(ve 10). For this is the experience wvhich we undergo with
fiim, and in this manner he seeks to demonstrate our decisive
dying to sin and our unquestionably certain living to God,
Honce the use of 00KETL twice, That which gave Death its
hold on Christ was S5in, which He assumed as His own in His

incarnation.3? But once He had yielded %o Death, its clainm

388chnackenburg, op. elt., p. 30,

395anday-ileadlam, lcc. cif.
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upon Him was forever invalidated. Death no longer has any
power over Iim,

V. 10. For the death He died, lie died to overthrow sin,
once-for-alls but the life le lives, lle lives to God,

This verse undergirds (}géf ) vo 9 by stating the rea-
son why Death no longer has power over Christ. Death could
have dominion over Ch&ist only bhecause of the sin vhich
Christ assumed, But by that very death of His Christ over-—

threw Sin.’Q This assertion supports the statement that

Christ shall never die again, lnasmuch as it was Sin that gave
(14
Death its hold. The relatives ( @) arc cognaie or internal

4
accusatives.”l The logical continuation ¢f the thought would

be: So alse you have died (in baptism) once=-for-zll to sin,

"

nd live irrevecably to God, But Paul reaches the c¢limax and
conclusion of this whole consideration with a different
expression,.

Ve 11. Bo also you, consider yourselves dead so far as

-

od 1s concerned, in

)
wds
3

in is concerned, but living, so far as

fellowshin with Christ Jesus.

-

his concluding verse does not weaken the parallel which

-

-

Paul has been constructing. The fact that we have died to

8

sin and live to God has been full stablished by our sacra=-

<
®

mental union with Christ, This is also borne out by the

“Omme German can render the dat. lncomrodi much better
with "guungunsten der Sunde®,

b : :
*1Blass—ﬂebrunner, on. git., para, 153,
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empnasis pnlaced on vmzpao&-—fa:vbaa through the uev-4J4g
But from this fact Paul proceeds directly to its anplication,

thus betraying his chief concern thrcughout: that which has

in fect happened to us, we are now to realize in our personal
lives., You grs dead to sin and alive to God; now view your-

selves as such, Beconme vhat you are! The inflerence stated

~
poe
=
O
L ér}
(4}
}-1-
g,
)
O
Qo

[ =
=)
(o}
<
(Y
"j\-

o
= ]

ay

01
(]

-
=
-
l—-
Q
ot
[
=t
o
It
ct
g
s

2 ‘ "
inv, 1 is entirel

; . 2 Lo v AR s Ll md D 1 O P

lends its force to jwvees , shows that Paul here nc longer
s

2 "I T ol el <rd < f > < - 21 as

thinks of the sacramental dying, VEFpPovs describes a condi-

-

tion rather than a nrocess, The sacramental dying now lies
in the past; the effect of that dylng continues, There we
have died, so that we are now permanently dead to sin., That
: 1 . 4 4 P Fesd - -

is the frult of the epalrdy event, This 1s also brought out
: o T R

in the substitution of €v for soVv 7{P'?1‘f neovis the

preposition ovv has described our sacramental relationship

2
1. 2 o e e s - g £ dalm 3 m T o Y,
to Christ; but by concluding with €V Paul thinks of the

Thus Paul has countered the false inference of v, 1 by
that we are dead %o sin, but alive to God., This has
cccurred in baptism, where we became irrevocably united with
Christ in His great redemptive acts. Cur sacramental dying
and rising which effects our death and life is grounded by

baptism in the historic events in the life of Christ.
Rome 6:5 lore Closely Examined

The interpretation of this verse depends on an
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1y

sult of baptisn,.

poir

2 vy
L2

tree of God's

2k)

rich .,>c;--ﬂr'7ma1m? Lur ‘auwn_eologle des

R8m, 6 ('Icice" bergs

appropriate because the Apostle
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(g’wev"spr)'sw) the noble olive tree of God's people, They

then grew together and shared the rich sap of the rooty Jjust

4

> 2 9 ’ 2% < & g
s the old branches had done (royikotvewves 7is /[ ns Ths
ToTyTos 9 Ve 17)e Schwarzmenn feels that this is signifi-

cant not only for the formal, but alsoc for the material under-

_,.

- ol -
standing of Rom, 6:5, There is b

«

1is difference, however,

Rome 639 speaks of the union of the baptized person with
Christ, whereas Rom. 11:17=-24% speaks of the union of the be-
liever with the people of God, The comparison is apt, never-
thelessg, for it points out a very significant feature; namely,

of how the metaphor is applied, in-

el

L4
that cupgures , regardless

0

dicates a growing together, and thus a union, of two similar
or identical things: p»lents with plants, persons with per-

song, etc.

Schnackenburg, in tracing the use of the word, claimg a
broader usage of the term. '3 He stands in agreenen with
nat it is derived from cuu¢glsiv (Cuugdesdad )
rather than rouguzeoety o He points out that aFdupoos
is used in classical Greek in the technlcal sense of "innate,"
"eongenital,"” or "hereditary."”4 He cites Theophrast as say-

ings Fou Qurov Tav T fav 'ru; Joven 45 This is a striking

lf3‘ac:nnacke’en“bu.x'9;, op. clt., p. k2 £f,

1

L’"""" also Ienry George Liddel and Robert Scott, A _;ggg
Enr;lleh Le;% con {(Hinth edltv_on‘ 0‘:.‘5'01'@.: The C1 arer'don Press
1953 9 De 16c9.

Lot
"5chnackenburg, on. Clfes, De 43
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example of its use, because it expresses an organic relation,
Farther examples are cited by him to show that s d; MLPUTOS can
apply also to such matters in the field medicine as the
growing together of broken boness; in philoscophy, to the to-
getherness of the body and soul; and alsc to sexual un*oﬂ.h6
But again it is to be noted that in such instances the word
denotes a connection hetween similar or identical things.
The only other place where the verb ls used in the Hew Testa-
nent itself is in Ik, &:17, where the thorns grow with the
good seed and choke 1t. Hence, it need not nocessarily dew
note an internal-organic connection, but it consistently ime-
plies the growing tvogether of similay persons or thingse.

Schnackenburg seems to feel a difficulty in connecting

-

. L .
Rome 11:17-24 with the present passage,'7 and it 1is true that

they are not exactly parallel. But they are not mutually ex-

clusive, In Rom. 11:17-2% Paul stresses the whole process of
grafting in his use of the metapghor, while in Rom, 6:% he is
concerned only with the end result. This is obvious also
from his use of the perfect with which this verbal adjective
is combined. YE¥5§Qﬁ%V’GBDhaSiZGS the enduring result. A
clumsy ‘nglish paraphrase might read something like this:

We have become such as have grown together, with the added

idea that we stand in a very close, internal, and vital
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/
connection with vhatever it is that we are cumg@uToc, This

latter question will engage our attention z little late:t-.l*'8

c;ﬂo(/a)ﬂcé

The first cquestion that confronts the interpreter is
whether Qflzoe'cq,:,;oi in the present passage ought to be conceived
concretely or abstractly. Then it must, in the second place,
be determined what the term specifically denotes,

The word occurs forty-four times in the Septuagint., It
refers principally either to images and idols (Deut. %316-25%
1 Sam, 6:5; Ps, 109:20), or to less papable and tangible
forms, such as the visionary forms which the prophet Ezekiel
sawv in his propvhetic vision (Bz, 1:5,16,265 8:2),

.

Schnackenburg in his study of the word concludes that in eov-
Pt > - 2 < L4 L4 ] 2 =
ery oSentuagint reference guorwamt indicates something visi-
ble, and conjectures that this is the reason why dlictionaries
3 A, X - < / 12.9
commonly stress Ghe cconcrete in guecwmse

-

Also its background in Greek nhilosophical language ine
dicates a strong concrete usage. Schnelder says that in

Plato, Aristotls, and lplcurus the word is not used in the

L4

sense of an abstract similarity or agreement, but always cone-

cretely in the sense of "das gleichgemachte Ab'bild.“go

“Orngra, p. 52

hios -
“I8chnacienburg, one Ciley De 456

t ) < ! 3 L] %
5°Jo§1ann Schneider, "emocwue," Theoglogisches loerter-
buch zum Hcuen Testoment, edited by Gerhard Aittel (Stutt-
garts vVerlag von W. monlhammer, 1933), Vv, 191,
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Trench concurs by pointing out that glwv and omocwme Ygpg
convertibly used by Plato . « o to set forth the earthly cop-
ies and resemblances of the archetypal things in heaven."51

In the New Testament a departure from this concrete us-
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In Rom, 1:23 and Rev. 9:7 ouecwue
hearks back to its 01ld Testament usages, In Rom, 8:3 God's
a o € s r'4 ¢ 2
son is sent forth év ouocwumazwc ragacbs anapriess 1n Phil, 2:7
=S - [ / 6.0 - i :
He 1s born £v Quecwouat e avipwiwy, In both these passages

ication is precluded by the term om etwicd,
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internal essence,

Jesus Christ is like sinful flesh, but is essentially far re=-

noved from its taint. Though He is like men, He is essen-
tially m c Yet avece i these oo n et A‘-“L= :-‘le”: oy F >3 <re
b._a.....-J a..Ol’Co et 8ven 1in nege puasagou L uc DLAL e L,l"J'Gn
a graphic conerete sense, well established in Cld Testament

usage, lowever, a look at Rom. 5:1% will show that this une

o)

derstanding camiot be forced upcn this occurrence of the
word, The difference from the other passages is that here it
speaks of an event, of which an image or a form is hardly
thinkable, Here éw&r’a@m is used abstractly, inasmuch as one

fy

event resembles ancther and so possesses its likenessj or
negatively stated, as in 5:1%, one event may differ from an-
other, and so not possess its likeness, Dut in either case

(3 4 = - . 3
cuocwue here does nct denote a concrete image or cConye.

51.'3. €5 Trenc,n, Svnonvma 'of the How fgstanent (Minth

edition; London: Kegan, Paul, ‘lrench.. Trubner and Co., Litda.,
1915), De 474
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flence we can draw this conclusion. The Septuaging,
classical usagé, and even the liew Testament 1ltself overwhelms
ingly support the meaning of a concrete image or form whone
ever the reference is to perscns or things. This is almost
alyays the case, The one passage wvhich permits of an excep=-
tion is Roms H:l%, and there, in the very nature.of the case,
t refers to an event, it is used as an abstract

noutn, UWlth this conclusion we approach the term in Rom, 635,

¢ '
The question ought not to be whatl guewwd means in the major-

ity of cases, and then transfer this meaning to 6:5 according
to the law of probability. The question is rather whether

this preponderant meaning fits the case in 6:5, The door has
[ 4 7

at least been opened to the possibility that euecwus in 63§

may be used abstractly, if the referecnce is te the happening,

to the haptismal event.
The Versec as a VWhole

The way has now been paved for an understanding of the

verse as a whole, A number of posgsibilities present them-

selves,

‘

/.
The first of these concerns itself with how sdugurx is $0

~ ]
be complamented., ©Some exegetes connect it with 1o Pevarov 9
so as to make it read: we have grown together with His.death,

Nk 5 5
Schyarzmann adopts this 1nterpretatlon,)2 In support of hise

525 Schwarzmann, on. ¢it., ». 39 ©f.
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claim he cites Blass-Debrunner, who states that adjectives
compounded with oov , if they express participation, require
a genitive.53 However, even Blass-Debrunner concedes an ine

probability of applying that rule in this eca se.jh

The Prow=
bability of this Interpretation is considerably reduced, since
it would leave &ﬂ@;¢w4¢ without a genitive, a circumstance
which would render this passage unigue in that respect.sg A

1 A T

iculty in this interpretation stemns from the fact
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cgo*mué-v ) who have “grown together
with", the sense demands union with another person. This
makes a union of people with such an abstraction as death im-
possible, OSchwarzmann taekes account of thils difficulty by

. ’ ¢ D A LS . 2
noting that it is 790 Qavavoe adtpd s @nd he interprets this

1 : 2 4 % G 7. 3 1 5’5
Llem axin To €¥ Eelvolioge HwWhyos 1IN Ve e

Hence, though tne literal meaning is "the baptlized perscn

has grown together with the death of Christ,” the sense is

<3

-

rather “the baptized person has grown together with the cru-
» fus m - - - ¢
cified Christ," thus fulfilling the requirements of cuugoroce,

53BlassaDebrunner, gn. cif., paras. 182 and 19k,

5h~bld., para. 19ks ", . . doch ist die Verblngunp des

Gen, mlt dem vorangéhenden dort natirli icher, und ouofw~xs hat
sonst bei Paulus immer einen Gen."

5580hw zmann, oRe Cit., Ds 41 cites Blass-Debrunner,

on. cit., para. 165, and comments "DLG Umkehrung begteht

hier darin, dasz das Attribut zunm regierenden Substantivum
und dieses zum Attribut gomacht wird.®
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Thls strikes one as being somewhat forced and artificial,
but it nmust be conceded as a possible interpretation. Yet
1e fact that this leaves afi.eo; weeg. without a genitive makes
this interpretation seem dubious, and 1t may safely be re-
jected, particulariy 1f a more natural solution to the inter-
pratation of yoo Davewes advican be found,

Another group of exegetes solve the problem by Jjoining

(4 7 5 A5 ! { - L a »
Quolwitttt Lo FTOMUPUTIT .)6 The nmeaning would then be thiss

we have groun together with the likeness of his death., This

interpretation has the advantage that the genitive is con-

strued with guecwmavt , but the difficulty still remainss

how can the organic connection, demanded by frvfmcf-*m'- s be

concelived with an abstraction like death or the likeness of

His death? Regerdless of wvhether the 5as=z~:"!mrr-ﬂ be inter-

preted to denote  the baptismal rite, or the event of death,

be it Christ's or ours, these possibilities do not furnish an

adequate object for .Tﬁm,wz:-m s Since its subject is DEersons,
The third possibllity then locms large and appears to be

) el L} J - 1 - l
the best; namely, that of supplying an avryp with ‘ruua?umc.S?
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ectiony we have grown together with Him, yiz., Christ,

Ssi;.g. E;Chlatter, 80 Cit.bo-‘ﬂo 206; Mthaus, ONe mo’

Pe 503 and Zahn, op. Gites, De 3

57mhis view is adopted by Schnackenburg, on. git., De 413
suggested by Bauer, on. ¢ii., col. 1030; and wnderlies the
translation of the RSV, :
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Complementing gou porvocin this vay is also very natural in
viey of the preceding context by Ve W contzins the aﬁ-n.,‘.',, and
both wwe ! and § begin with aoov-compound., The ellipsis is
made all the more natural beceuse v, 5 does not express it-
self with a verb, but with a verbal adjective plus a verb,

The Gemman can reproduce the force of this construction more

v

adequately than Fnglisht wir sind

L)

Zusarmengowvachsene gevorden,
Then, too, v. 5 would lose much of its causal force (‘(cf/-) in
substantisting v. %, which clearly speaks of a guv Ret rztf?;
b yé,w,&wfac were complemented with something or someone
other than Christ, Finally, the gV mconcepts need no exnli-
cit complement if the sense is clear..g8 Ultimately, however,
the decidhbg facltor is that cuvruidl denands an crganic connec-
tion, here with a person. This case 1s different from Phils
3:10, whilch denotes merely a conforming, not a growing to-
gether, It alge stands in contrast tc Phil, %:1%, which
speaks of a sharing, not of the more intimate union,

The second major problem to be solved is the specifie

denotation of the phrase TE o chﬂdtt 708 devdtos adwed e
T

- > A A 2 i/ -
If gvsw is suppllied to complement cumgvroe , this frees

ouocepere 50 be understood instrumentally: through the like-
ness of His death, This has the additional adwvantage of sup-

plying the gworwware with a genitive. The question then

Cf, 2 Tim, 2:11-12%
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resolves 1tself into how theguewwye is o be understood, To

vnat does it refer? There are baslcally three possibilities,
o 4

ooy ot P Lhoan wiawe . 4 T Fha c11e ] o i
i@ IirSy 0L TAese VIeWS gupwocwesy 11 LGS UsSuflr conereve
",

with its

symbolism, Thus the immersion and rising out of the water

are the image or likeness, and so the portrayal, of Christ's
<) 3! <+

50 §

L S ; A L ¥ avs ol It ad v Sales ;
AQATH and PesurrecCiiOll, L0LS View 1S acoOpued DY ~chwarzmanile

He is quick to say, however, that the baptismal rite not only
symbolizes, but actually efrfects, a dying and rising with

- - ':‘) { prw ) ] U - = - - 2 - !- 3
Christ, O hig intervretation, on the basis c¢f v. %, is sub=-

| e ] = + 3 By + 1 g 2. 2 g d- o . B L. Pl
DAPTLEN On (Ne exiarnail I'Lue, Nor . is 1T even the point of.

departure for his teaching of a dying and rising with Christ,.
m - -

serves as a noint of departure for him in pore '
sraying beptism as a burlal, but then the Aposile does not

return again %o the symbolism of the bapiismal rite, Cur
sacramental rising is based on the fact of Christ's resurrec-
tiony, and just as He did neot remain in death but rose again,

sc alsc we who have in bapitlsm been buried with Him shall rise

with Him, Already in v. % it is apparent that Paul has

595chwarzmann, ope clt., pPe 40, calls attention to the
definite article, and from this concludes: “is handelt sich
also nicht wa irgendein Nzchbild des Tedes Christil, sondern
um ein ganz bestimmbes, nahmlich: wn die vom Herrn selbst an-
geardnete und den Lesern des Briefes bekannte symbolhafte
Taufhandlung.®

60_1:_13_:‘!_._(1., Do 3!"'0
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discarded any further refercnce to the external rite of bap-

.
|

tiam, and there 1s here no compelling reascn for him to ree

TRy
sune it,91

[ ¢
The socond way in which guocwxe has been canstrued is

s Glstinct from lis historical death on the Cross, for

w a5 ) el nlete T s 1 = .] 3 e £ Ml 3 = 7T e v

wiiich reason 1t is called a guoremes This view is espoused
ir A A G ateaw A8 S e 1. 4 5 gme #Ta . - T IR I JEompg . R s

by Johann Schnelder, iiis introduces a dlsvincilon whichyg
ad T A I e I8Y > (PR A =l ,: / [ <4 N 2. o

at least 5O sont sl L LY 9 CEeS0r0oys dne g (/’0.’376’-’-5 characser of

L
v

K ¥4 - N

Christ death, Home 019 categorically rules out -any further

dying of Christ in any sense. This interpretvation, doubtful

Tvon 2a.a, e
Glys ti:ls interpreta
m

mp -iam -Cp-\'l 1 not he a
Paul wO 1@ be saying mat our union with Christ in Jiis death
is effected by the exbernal act of immer “3.0"1 {virich sy"ﬂbol-
izes Christ's death) and that our union with Him in ifiis ree-
sur"'cctio'm (assuming the parallelism betvoosl 5a and 5b) is

ffected by the external act of coming up out of the vwater
(*.-:Ezic‘n symboliges Christls vosurrection), In the vractice
of b&pblﬂﬁ‘- in the greater part of the unurmz, however% this
symbolicel instrument is lacking, since the common mode is
some form of goz'i"z.s.ling. Are we then to conclude that to
the greater nortion of Christendom throughout the greater
part of its histery the bli’)aSihb of dj'?n[, and rising with
Christ has been denied? Or i ig it nernaos safer f‘rotn this
point of view to assume that owefwwe is used abs ractly, amnd
that the reference is to an gvent occurring in baptism,
which makes of the mode a matter of sccz.)mk).;r-:,ar import ;ance?
this is, of course, an grgumenium ad hominen, and the pro=
ponents of this view do not-adopt it in this interest. Yet
it seenms to be the logical conclusion of the view,

tion were correcit, then The mode of
atter of such «Pd:z.%'i‘cro'me. Por then

620chnelder, op, gite, DD. 194-195: "Vielmehr denkt
Paulus an den in der Taufe gegenwirtigen Tod und die in der
Teufe gegenvlirtige Auferstehmng Christi, Dieser sakrgmental
gegenwartige Tod Christ; und diese ahx_ra.:.ental "ebcnuartige
Avferstelming sind das owerws# e ceines geschichtlichen Todes
und seiner geschichtlichen Auferstehungs,®
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its own nerits, is, however, superseded by the
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ird possibility, vhich excludes it,

- a > ¢ (4 $ 3
This third view of puecrwme refers it to our sacramen-

Tl e b 1 P ! Sland ad 1 £, 01 e ds

which is a lilkeness to Christ's death, - thas
=t e T v,y : s e o rase T ol e 2y R S = ‘ o
tnis is possible has already been S0V il What Quefwpyy 18

. otmid e TR S R PPNy | PO e i T " =% S R TR e A

the sinilarity between Christ's death and our sacramental

ALy Sy Cy o T SO B T, GRS (RS S B L Fomt = = o ’

death, That this ig also the most probable vicw can be seen

Ve Ja% p v b - P IE 5 18 1 o ) =2 2

ironm Giie gaeneral (r'end ol Faultgrargunohits in conpatling 1ibe

iPpEdintiaetio (1 wdenac he casuqpes o faet that i unive -':'"1

IPoinisulic endencle s .; g cSgiles o 180 iladyv 415 WiiLveEIrsa
i s sy o ’ P g gUs i S

anong all Christians: we have died to sin (ve 2)

aric vy in Wale feaa o 1 b "1 mh wvhole 3 cone

alld are 1 1act dead to sint \ R ® LI WAlCLle DeXL ne re-

X7 "L o arontindg thiea OYLCET of= % Q reascn e 3 ‘G, C -I 3

VO 2SS around wThnis coun {'Jl.) ve A il e RS —-Ol _\..gJ (-uf. s _Orl

Sa tngal saua r o et gke® Lo s s g o Lot oo Sirn R L il T aiden TTR
18 That vwe have peell banvlized 1Nic VAPLS 9 UG LS9 1I:U0 LS

dea (1.9 P8 ramnds o ) 14 ~ el 2 A T o S e b
death. The fact of this death of ours is reiterated in v. 4
Tyma ™ g P i B s P ) SERCHERE L TR e =1 = T T | = 4- T = L1y e me

buried with Chrlst through bapiism into death., The present

VerEe Supstaniiaces Ve

" 1, - 2 & - -~ ~'"\ 4 3
te That it is our sacramental dying

atter, on. gil., Ds 206: "Das Lbbild des Todes
larin, dasz der Glaubende durch die Tauf

r"‘, fad

Taufe in
el n\n Sustand versetzi ‘VJ.I‘C., der dem Touseln Jesu gleicht, in
den Zustand dessen, an den das g8ttliche Urteil Uper die Stinde
e
G

-1 fls

geschehen is ol 1% deyr Wirkung, dasz ihm der iingang in das
Leben "'93.§‘f.‘ net ist. . Darum sagi Paulus, das Abbild Jesu hafte
nicht m_m:cr-?l“ an den (rf"ba.lftt."i sondern sie seien mif ihm
veruachson;" so algo Zoin, ODe Gifi., p. 3003 "Nichy dle
.Laux. acmc.,_m- z sondern das durch die 7

-d

Ysufe gewirkbe e davety
11, ﬁ}mpt,,,-_ v, 10) ist das Avbild des S'i:cr bens Christi."®
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By way of concluding this section the following would
seenm to be the best understanding of this verse: For if we

have become such as have grown together with Christ through

“

the likeness of IHig death (namely, our sacramental dying
with Him), even more, we shall (as a logical necessity) be
ist through the likeness

of His resurrsction (namely, our sacramental rising with

g (A ¥ o - — L =
1e Significance of gvverzaup w&y , Rome 626

were consitructing his baptismal theolegy on the
basls of the exiternal mode of baptilsm, i.e., on the liturgl-

cal practice of immersion and again rising to the surface,

then the expression guvsetevp )’17 would be rather striking,
1T not well-niph inexplicable, Tor 1% is reminiscent of what

happened to Christ, and no longer Tits the symbolism of the
baptismal rite. Burial with Christ may have had as a corres-

ponding exbternal symbol the immersion, bul in the rite of
baptism there is nothing that corresponds to our crueifixion
with Christ, It '.'«.s comnletely detached from any symbolism
and refers beck directly to Christ's death on the Cross.

Yet the aorist, as in ve 3 ( E{Sauzf’ﬂ'cﬁ«;ua v) and as in v, &
(goveT Wqﬂ nusy), indicates the single act of baptism,

Hence we romein within the temporal framewvork of the bap tismal
event and cannot refer our crucifixion with Christ to the time

of Golgatha,
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The question then arises, why this expression? Paul
has already cstablished the fact that we experience a real
death in baptism, but thait this is a dying with Chrigt. The
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death of Christ wihd
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a death by cru-

shows that the emphasis does not lie on the experience of
- ety T4 T Pt e b i .'.\., sy lapn Tl 2yt d dﬁ-'- -_-1(..3.-',

£5 TNHe waole poing Ls ather Tie uieer desisrucyion
(Katepyy iy ) of the body belonging to Sin, a destructior

-

P K a2 rwmvmy A meyd i an v e - y 2 D e b 31} a >
which is graphically portrayesd as a crucifixion, The Apostle

- e o lamider 3o 2 ool o 3= o o3 . a
here says that the old man, vho was a servant of Sin, and in-
oy oy - « i - oy s i1y b 1
5014y asg 1ne vas SUCL, TLE

is %o say, he was totally destroyed in order to yield %o a

new men, The picture is not, however, that of a gensral cru-
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ha Cross of Christ. We are set
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ntimate fellowship (oo v) with the cruecifiead

] 3 an B > . &8 S 2 B e da LAY e de 2T
Iord in baptisme Thus it 1s important to note ageain that the

. enburg, ODe Glfe, Ds ¥9: "Der Ausdruck medarss
#vdpwmos hat an den anderen Stellen, an denen er vorkommb
Kil, 3:9), ein moralisches Profil, Der ‘alte
ler 'nach den trugerischen Ieglerden verdor-
ben ist,' musz in der sittlichen Anstrengungen lbervunden,
'abgelegt werden' (Foh, %3:22). Hlor zeigt sich, dasz die
paulinische Lghik auf dem Sein in Christus aufrunt, Die
siindliche Sphlre, die der Christ ﬁr*hdgﬂ‘gzlic’p in der Taufe
hinter sich gelassen hat (28m. 6:6), musz er im steten sitt-
lichen Xampf noch persénlich in seinem streblichen Leid nie-
derringen (88m, 6:12; Fvh. %:223 Kil, 3:9), In Iph, %ok
und Kol, 3:10 tritt als Kontrast zu dem ‘alten Sfindenmenschen!
der'nune Maonsch' hinzu, so dasz auch hier nichi, so wenig wle
in Ron. 6 (vgle €v xasvoiyTe  fwiys Vo %), der Gedanke
in Tegativen stecicen hleibt.™ :
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ceded comnletely into the background, In its place there
appear the theologically significant concepts of Paul's rew
demptive theology.

flence the wordcnamameopéﬂ@ is significan®t because it
removes the discussion of Paul's baptism from the accidental
circumstance of immersion and coming up again from the water,
thoupht proceeds, as vv. %5 already indi-
cate, from the "redemptive schene®00 of Christ's death and
resurrection, 7The contrast of death and life in Rom., 6 is
not taken from the symbolisam of the external mede, but rather
from the reallty of the death and resurrection of Christ.

This fact because by placing baptisa on this
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plane o nuaber of other passages in the Pauline corpus may

be vicwed sacramentally and thus bulld a bridge to a fuller

Related Texis

The concent of belng crucified with Christ in Rom, 626
leads directly to one similarly expressed in Gal, 2:19, Here
Paul discusses freedom from the law, which provides no basis
;ion or salvation, and the consequent entrance

into the 1ife of God. The decisive turn in Paul's life was

66Schnackcnburg, one Silt.s De 93, uses the tem "Heils-
schena.® :
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hig baptism (Aets 9:18; 22:16), though that is not explicit-
ly stated here, Dut does he here think of 1t? The perfect
(G'U'Vi—;cftc:a'f;r-f'{fw ¢) does not establish a fixed $time as does

the aorist in Rom. 636, Bui just previously he has employed

J
5 ’, + ¢ - - -
the contrast amede por o 996w , again gtrongly reminiscent
of Rom, 0. The correspondence hetween Christ's experience

and ours in Rom, 6 justifics a comparison betwecen Rom, 6:10

- ~ - ™ a1
and Gal. 2:19,

Rome 6210 Gal, 2:19
. 2 7 ? 4 F) 'I Lo :
){,f.;-f:f' E0S ONE Qc! VEV & ye* ame Yo vov
. . a PN o ¢ Lt T G
"; T y 59: ) 1Véa D‘; if»’ ) )0 <
'Y ) ]

The corregsnondence between these two passages 1s further.evi-
denced in this, that Gal, 2:19 speaks of a dying to the Law,
as though if were personified, just as Rom. 6 spealts of a dy-

£

ing to Sin personifie ‘»..67

Gal. 2:10 adds the thought that the dying ocourred 414
This is quite apparently the same law to which he
died.‘ﬁ‘?’ There are basically two ways of undersitanding this

vhrase, The first is that wiiich sees the law in its forbid-
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671n both cascs the dative incommodi is useds; of, Herman
H, Ridémhos, "The Lpistle of Paul to the Churches of Galatia,"
Zhe Hew International Commentary on the Now Testament (Grand
Rapids: Vm, B, Doramans Publishing Company, 1953), pe 104,

63pmeoaor Zahn, "Der Brief des Paulus an dle Galater,®
Komaentar zum leuen Testament (Leipzig: A. Deichert'sche
Verlugsbuchhandlung, ilachis., 1905), IX, 132.
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the offect upon the man who stands under 1
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o Gea-th.'Jg This interpretation falls in this respect. that
in itself the law does not provide the bridge tc the life to
God. The effect of the law is to keep men in bondage to it-
self, to say nothing about freeing them from its bondage.
Hence the cother interpretvaticn is more tenable, which views
'4
the next phrasc as i1ts exegesis: Apic E”’»‘ OW':“T”‘UFAMMJO

™ L e e T % &% 1 o) T RS
Paul's dying is included in the Crosgs of Chrisi

, who in our

stead took the curse of the law on Himself (3:13). The curse

Ly } - 5 » -
self,’ 1 Cver those vhom Christ then represented this power
no longer has any authority. Fundamentally and objectively

this includes all, but actually it includes only those who
believe in Christ (2:165 3:14), who, like Paul, have died to
the law when they were. crucified with Christ., Paul's death

Yo the lew ig one that the law itself eifected, for in its

69&30 S ;;., Zahn, gp. git., ps. 133: "Denn wodurch anders
als durch ul *Lm'z unter den Gegetz und durch die vergebliche
Be*ﬂ‘mnr-, es zu erflillen, also Six véuovhat er dle erfahrungs-
mlszige Lricenntnis gewonne e, dj.e ihn zum Glauben an Christus
trieb (vgl. B8m. 33205 7:7)2%

7980, a, » 5 Hermann I, }'icyar? UDie kleinsren Briefe des
Apostels 331'3_ 152 an die aalm'.er ! edited by Panl Althaus,
Das Meug Tesbapent Deulbsch (Gﬂttlnﬂen. Vandenhoeci und
Rup“ed t, 19049), VIil, 20, who cormen$: "Durch den Xreuzestod
Christi, den dio Gese zesnach t heraui‘r'af‘ﬁhrt hat (daher durch
dgg Gesen.z?i hat sesebz 10 itcht uber Christus, damit
v Ber a1les Glauben angehdren,

2

auen 109 .L erloren,™

71-)c;mae::onbar on. Cite., PP. 57-583 WEr /Paulug/ ist
in ein Geschehen hm singezogen worden, in dem der Nomes sich
selbst entthronte und seiner Herrschaft beraubte,™
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defeat on the Cross of Christ, with whoa Paul was crucified,

it had t¢ rellinquish 21l further claims upon him. And this

crucifixion wilth Christ provides the bridge for liwving to
God, its guarantee being the resurrection of Christ from the
dead,

The question that now concerns us is when this dying oce-

curred, The perlect does not fix the time, but rather stres-

ses the present state and the continuing power of thls event,

the close spiritual fellowship with Christ, As in Rom, 6,
dying is notv to be thought of apart from rising again %o 1life,
And as Paul here thinks of the ccontinued living to God in

the continuing fellowship of the crucified and risen Christ,

.

which centinually presupposes a dying with Christ with its
enduring result, he hore uses cuve ﬁ'z:om'J.-:;.¢,4.me.-

In order, then, to determine the time of occurrence, we
are throwm back upon anébevor « This cannot refer tc the
historical plane of Christ's death,’2 It is true that Paul
enjoys the closest communion with Christ Crucified, but his
ersonal entry into that union occurred with faith in Christ
(2:16), Also those to whom Paul wrote had the beginning of
thelr salvation in the radical reversal effected by the spir-

it of God (3:9), which in Paul's view is imparted at baptism,

7280, Gefe, RHidderbos, on. g¢il., p. 109,
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Schnackenburg comments?

Paulus verlegt nicht existentiall sein litgokrecuzigi-
werden in dle Ereuzlgung Jesuj; aber er betrachtet seln
nSterben" bhei der Chrlsiwerdung, weil es nyr als
USterben mit Christus® Kraft und Sinn empfangt, als
elne Kreuzigung, well Christus diesen Tod erffi%‘l:.

duf ihn persbnlich angewendet, geschah in der 3tunde
selner Glaubensgeburt (Damaskus) und seiner. Taufe
(beides geh8rt heilstheologisch zusammen) dasselbe,
was Christus in der Stunde seines Krouzestodes und
seiner Aufersiehung wig}gri’u‘nr. Hr stellt seine

Taufe neben dag KreouZ.

This assertion finds further confirmation in a comparison of

this passage with Rom, 7:4-6, Also here believers in Christ

have been made dead to the law, and that through the body of

o

Christe Thils happened fundamentally and objectively for all
on Calvary. But the following context shows that Paul has in
nind rather the dying in baptism, For this dying to the law
in order to belong to the Risen One and to live for God is
given its foundation (@;-éﬁ) in these verses, so that no doubt
remains as %o when this personal reversal took nlace., Thus

2 ¢ . ~ e (4 1
£Davazodyte w5 voue is based on 1caTyPpyybysey we pod
¢ ’ ! i
-y

Vouov Zmoduvoviesy €ifs o o Tio o o o EyepPeivaiis based on drze

e « o 2v a1vdeyre mysoudws, The amodavovwes is fixed tom-
verally by :fu'i:'ll, which ceontrasts a present Christian existence
to a Tomer (678 heathen 1life., The turning point has occurred
within their 1life-time, that is, in their baptisn vhen they
died to those nowers which had previously enslaved them,

That they died to the law within their own life-time is

73Sclmac‘1:enburg, oDe Clbey PPe 58-59
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obvious {rom this nassage, and the inference that it was at
the time of their baptism is Justified in that Paul applies
to these bapiized persons the effects and results of the
Christ-evenis which are expllcitly posited for baptism in
Hom, 6, This at the same time establishes the reference to
the bapiismal event in the Gal, 2119 passage.

Another noint may now be noteds It is possible to dise

hita o b B Y e 1 - 4 o CO X o Y far 2
tinguicsh three differcnt "levels® of crucifixzlon with Christ.

1) There is the historical crucifizion of Christ Himself,

¢

vihlch occurred fundamentally and objectively for all men,

2) There 1s the Christian's cerucifixion with Christ which oc-

of continued fellowship with the Crucified Christ. This

last-mentioned Ylevel" sheds 1lig

by which the world has been crucified %o him, and he %o the
world, A4s he has died to Sin and to the Law, sc here th

world no longer exists for him, nor he for the world.Vg He
is a new creature (ve. 19)s This is a fundamental principle

in his life, and it is this feature of his theology which

may properly be termed » stical.75

71"““'10 2,:40(, and Kg’;wgd re again dative incommodi.
75The tem thystical® as used here is designed to con-
vey this thou;hs that the foundation for living tc God 1s a
logically pr or, though continually conconitant, dying with
Christ, The s*?jeanve entry into this mystlcai fellouship
with Christ is the baptismal @ying and riging with Christ,
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This frame of reference lends itaself to yet ancther
possibility, found in CGal, 5:2k4,
have crucified (;TZmJF¢>v&V') the flesh, The aorist points
to a definite event In the past., This, together with the
coneept of crucifixion in Galatvians, validates this passage

A s " s TH 4 TISSRUY L [ JBCUL UM = TRt R, 4 2
ag a oDapulsnial rererence; 1% is striking that the active is

here employed, but this is certainly noct tc be construed as
an act originating the initiative of the candidate for
baptism, OCther texts rigorously exclude such a possibility,
Tt 4 1

It is rather the corresponding, or better, the responding

cetic overtones in this word; but there 1is an et

tive implicit in the active voice, Because the Christian

has been crucified with Christ, therefore he gught at the
same time crucify his flesh with its passions and desires,
This is the same thought that underlies the exhortation in

"his discussion had grown directly out of Paul's identl-
ficaticn of the sacramental dying as a crucifixion with

Christ in Rom. 6:6, For that reason it is necessary to be

sensitive to the baptismal ring- of these cruclifixion passages.,

The deserintion of baptism as a buriel with Christ in
Rom, 6:} leads to the parallel in Col, 2:11-13, The crux in
Interpreting this baptismal reference occurs in v, 12b,

Shall the £v & be referred to §d71'5'6’ﬂ°'-'“ immediately
?
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e
preceéing?76 Or shall it be referred back to Xﬁlﬁ“'ﬁ"" in

() ; : d - : ;’& ~
ve 8, analogous to €V avzin v, 10a and ev ¢ in ve 11a?77
The problem l1ls insoluble on purely lingulistic or syntactical

grounds, and sc it must be solved on other grounds, These
are herewith presented in favor of the latter view.

Schrnackenburg in his volume schematizes the pertinent

2 -~ "’
verses in the manner here renroduced:?o
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7680, c.g., J. K. Abbott, "The Epistle to the Ephesians
and to the Colossia.ns," The International Critical Commenta

(New Yori: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1909), P. 291l

7780, Gaefley Paul Hwald, "Die Briefe des Paulus an die
Epheser, Kolosser, und Philemon,¥ Xommentar zum Heuen T_e_s_%g..
aﬂ-_gi_!r‘gﬁue&ited by Theodor Zahn {Leoipmig: A. Deichert'sche Ver-
Lagsbuchhandlung Hachf,, 1905}, X, 3%7; and Heinrich Rendtorff,
"Die kleineren Briefe des Az:scs%els Pauwlus: an die lpheser,®

Das Neue Testament Deublsch (G8ttingen: Vandenhoeck wnd
iiuprecﬁt, %9!{-9), VII%, 115 :

- L]
78801m1ac£:enburg, oDe Cites DPs 62-63,
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0 - 1.1 ? .
Thus structured upon the € adtéu Ve 122 belongs to the pree

ceding rather than the following, as the versification would
suggest,

The spirliual circumecision not made with hands in ve lla
is shown to consist of the three phrases beginning with v .

ircumecision

2

1) It is a putting off of the body of flesh,
is thus a symbol of the puiting off of the body belonging to

the flesh or sin as described in Rom. 6:6, That Christian

Heircumcision® is meant 1s seen from the fact that 1t 1s
further described as 2) the circumecision of Christ, one pos-
sible only in Christ. 3) Finally, this circumcision is a

* LI Pt 3 S U £ -
purial with Christ in baptism, guovzegevTes 1s not only

connected grammatically with wepe z z,gifg ze 3 but also by

&

n analogy in which the cﬂ“dcfun ¢t provides the lertium com-
narationis: bantismal burlal also signifies a complete put-
ting off of the body of sin, Thus vv, lla=l2a form a grame-
natically as vwell as a symbolically complete unit. Paul

carries oubt with inereasing clarity a comparison between Jew-

the ideal

-

ish circumcision and Christian baptismy which is
fulfilliment of the 01ld Testament rite. In line with the con-
text of Colossians, it is also fitting that it should be thus
Christologically fulfilled.

Granted the above scheme, V. 12b begins a new thought,
&s in Rom, 6, the grave leads to the thought of the resurrec=
tion, Paul undoubtedly thinks of baptism with the ooV ™

L 7
7)”"0921;& s though formally the means is faith (Jdi= ??;S T10TE ws)
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-

in the working of God, wheo has unlimlted power to bring life

from death (RHon. %:17), a power demonstrated decisively in

&

-

the resurrection of Mis Son./? Uhat faith asserts of Christ,

those who have bheen buried with

a slightly different contrast as it occurs in the 1
1 e ) AR oY . i 3 el o o 3 Ja T - s &
believer, The following verse sets in juxtaposition vewrpovs <
Vvs\womoeyie v 4, Here the YEX ;—aw indicates a condition of
death which prevailed up to the turning-point. Hence the
gove hwonmoeyoe v, though not a formal reference to baptism, at

9
least has baptismal overtonos, since it denotes the point of

time in which they became Christians, which in fact occurs

£

co
%
)
o)}
4]
0]
it
=
(&)

in baptism, Pauvl's chief concern is the effect
wvere previously dead have been made alive again
tive evend ovv X ";:‘;’3 -
Pavl's dogmatic interest above the 1i 16
4 comparison of Col, 2:12 with Rome 6
results, 1) The ritual of baptism symbolizes a burial, which
effects the death of the old man to sin and the flesh, Butb
faith is confident (fom. 6:8) that, since

new 1life, and since baptism binds us in a fellowship gouv

NKpraso, we also do not remain in death; but we are raised.
4
; ¢z, ;'z,lso iphe 1:19 If.: A’umjug r..-f i, KPITDS
1ITRUS , S U e (bc*—l\t\t:s' 18 &) (0905
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to a new life by the same power of God, 2) Baptism is seen
in a new lighi{ vhen compared to circuncision. Both times
something is »ut off. In the Jewish rite it was a physical
plece of fleshj; in baptism, & sacramental, nevertheless real,
putting off of the body of the flesh, This comparison denone
a rigid correspondence betwecen the external mode

K S (e - sl e s dien & 31 o . 2.3
(immersion and rising again to the surface) and the sacra-

-
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and becauvse it is connected with the death of.Christ who
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acrament unto life for us. 3
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nly one of several possibilities
ing personal appropriation of salvation and redemption, 1%
can be described equally well as bheing mad
or as the circumeclision of Christ. The decisive matler is th
result: Fellowship with Jesus Christ, indicated also in
A differcnce between the two passages ls also apparent,
In Rom, 6 the rising with Christ is a logical inference,
since Paoul's immediate concern is the ethical application of

living the new 1life., In Col, 2:12 the rising vith Christ is

OKPPessly mentioned as something walch has in fact been ac=
complished sacramentally. Co

29

’OTO this interpretation the aorist bears witness.
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the bridge tc our eschatologiecal relatlionship wi
For our life is not only above with Christy Christ Himself
is our 1life, Therefore when Christ appears again, bellevers

will also appear with Christ as the bearers o

iy
63
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the fullness of His 0%t And so the line o

)

our relation-
ghip with Christ is drawn from the sacramental event, through

T e 3 e = A v m gy e
th Himy to its consumeation

sumated only at the end., The true salvation which Christ
secured remaing as something hidden for those who are bound
%o Him, and thus partakes of a "not yet" character. Yet it
is present for the believers in their transcendent Iord dur-
ing this intervening time, and hence they will parteke of 1if%
when lie appears at the end of time, There is then a close
bond bebtween baptisn and sschatology, in which the common de-
neminator is the formilas guv KPw‘Fé‘J « The beginning and
the consurmation of salvation alike stem from God, and that

\ x 1
G vV pPLTTA,

Col, 2:13 leads to an exanination of an almost verbatim

“

parallel in Eph, 2:5 and its context. As in Colossians, so
alsc here Panl contrasts their former (moTe , v. 2) sinful
life under the rule of demons to thelr nresent life of salva=-

- 1 ’ = &
tion, a change possible only by God's grace (EAses,*yamy ,
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Ve W3 J%PIS 4 Ve Y)e The transition is deseribed by fthree
gov —compounds, which identify this removal from tho o sphere
of God's wrath as a redemptive act of God ooV XPN'?""J lote

the verbal identilty of the {wo passages:

JO,L..; r?':j_‘_‘l th. 235
] . A g LY oF = : $ )
Kel vues VEELOOS VTS Kee ovzas 7}}4:35 v s.'rpoés
A 7 %
TOTS WapeWTW iy Tols TEPYTTW sy v
-~ ._"-‘ o ."7'\". os v n\ .A JLp / A a
TOV £§woNOLYTSY Ty pog vove fwamoiyoev w)i,wvm?

-

The only differcnce is the interchanze of Jwds = M s R
similarity is so great that the same redemptive act is une
doubtediy meant, and Col, 2:13 makes it quite clear that the
reference is to baptism,

This Inhesians passage does not merely restate what was
already sald in Colossians, but it advances the thought.
This occurs in ve 6. It is striking that after a'ovzj;omn,\o'sv
in v, § sov fxc, tpey asppears in ve 6. This would seem to in-
dicate that a difference in meaning is to be undersitood, the .
iormer as a reference to the sacramental event, the latter
as a proleptic reference to the future resurrection. The
argunent that stands against this view is that in Col, 2:12
o'u\rws’ps;yre s in parallel to burial with Christ in baptism,
is clearly a sacramental event without particular reference
to its eschatological conswmmation, though, of course, it is
hever divorced from that. However,. that this difference
ought to be considered in the present passage can be denmone

strated from the framework of Uvhesians iiself,
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thought is intended in v, 6 is already indi-
cated by the parenthetical insertion afiter the thought unit
of v. 5. lMore conclusive, hovever, i1s a comparison of Eph,
s and 21614
1:20 2:6

Y DU ' b N 2 e \ LA o
ey "f"k S aUTOV (,/\if‘ 1rTov) EE elefdv Kae gouv -f] YEe e‘,c EV
1 [ 2L S A 2 e 1) 4
Kot Ko [)t ws &YV o@ ‘.-“,f,.-j&, 6 VTow et goveRd 9’3"5 v
] Al 7 ¢ > a 3
£y Tot3 EIFCIaevi 073 EV e € 7,

.4

Kl - =y et S = £.3 U - )
1ite clearly tho same that is predica
4 ) 3= x EVm v - £x o Jper S a 33 R 3 & 2
ls then transferred also to Christians, with this difference,

that God resurrscts and enth

two concepts fomm o unlt and constitutes a progression of
thought beyond anything that Paul has yet vosited for bapitisn,

1ife, then we also partake in the triwwph of the Risen One

and in His heavenly enthronement., This

-

e

s nroleptic, however,
as a look into the fubure, because the resurrection and heav-

enly enthronement have not yet talten place for the believers

3

0
personally,“I1L This again establishes a sirong bond between

sacrament and eschatology by way of the formula Tov Rp1 @ ‘T =

hils ahoﬂc_ ﬁc us 0 of the aorist in Paul

81"':*P::lra lel to ©
« 1:3 (cfs 1s1%) and Rom, 8:30 (cf, 8:18),

are found in Iph



HISCELLANEOUS BAPTISMAL REFERFHCES

This short chapter is devoled to a brief discussion of
a few baptlismel references which are difficult to categorize,
0f these the most important for an understanding of Paul's
concept of baptism is an 01ld Testament prefiguring of hap-~
tism, to which Paul calls attention in 1 Cor, 10:1 f£Ff,

Paul drawvs upon the higtory of Israel and finds in
thelr reaction to their sacramental experiences a warning
for those who receive the New Testament sacraments. In v, 6
he uses the word romoc in reference to To o TR This, to=-

~ 4 =,
gether with the zaowa Tvmwrws cvvelalvevy of v, 11

c..b
<

would suggest that the events which they experienced are the

types te vhich Paul refers. He is not concerned to estab-
1lish an absiract and philosophical correspondence in the
Platonic sensc between the passage through the Red Sea and
Christian baptism, He rather issues a solemn warning against
false conclusions in their thinking on the means of grace,
Thus vv, 1l=5 form the text for the earnest sermon of vv. 6-
11, not to repeat the sad mistake of God's 0ld Testament
People,

Mony exegetes find the teriium comparationis in the

passing through the water, as reminiscent of the external
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nmode of :i.:m-.zersion.l But 1% has already been shown that this

(4} 3

feature was for Paul quite esccidental, and that his concern

was rather for the sacramental event and its salutary re-

sults, lence, though this provided an external correspondence,
it would seem more likely that Paul saw beyond that to a fore-
shadowing of the baptismal event as a means of grace. The
miracle, which Israel experienced in an hour of utmost need

L= Tl

vhen thelr very existence was at stake, was God's gracious
act of rescue, This is the same miracle which Christians ex-
perience in baptism, with the d@ifference that the latter
works a rescuey not merely from physical destruction but from
eternal demnation.?

oy

The main line of thought, however, is quite obvious,

~50y Sufley :Io’n Dietrich | c:'lc‘tlandZ "Die Briefe an die

14 -
-.orin'chc'r' i )-wo Testanent D sch (Gottingen: Vandene-
hoecit und’ Rug weclﬂt, 195:,«;) Vil, 56: "Der Vergleichnispunic

a8 also nur in dem VoL .L.Lf‘ n von hc asser Ungeben-sein geschen
wverden;" so also Hans uthZZ".'k.ml "An die Korinther B9 B YL
,gdbugb zum lieuen Testament ﬁblnren. Verlag J. C. w

-0}11‘ 19“-‘5').; I 0 -o

2Phat Pa'._i'f uses the incident only by way, of analogy is
evidenced by his use of a'n:nfsrv gis v Mwovejy, This vhrase
shows that Paul is :r.ni‘luenceu by uhrxs‘c.ian baptism with its
fOI“"‘IUlc..Ba!‘!]"HTFIV €l Xpo ~ Rom, 6:3; Gal. 3.,‘7). James
Moffatt, "The First Epistle of Paul o the Cor inthians,™ The
_.9.:‘.":?.1;‘13 oy Testoment Commentary (New York and London: Hare
per and Brothers publishers, n.de), pe 129, cxplains it by
reference to loses' divine = c_nnomt"ve..u as mediator, However
that may be, Paul does not orient this event Christologie
cally, as ho does in 10:k vith the spiritual Rock, This con-
firms the fact that Paul uses this event merely as a wimoes ,
portrayed and @dd'aced from the Wow Testament point of view.
Baptism into Moses was indeed a kind of baptism, but it was
not a baptisy in the Wame of Jesus with all 1ts effects,
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Baptism is not a magical hapnening with automatic or wnfail-
L&

2 ] 2
ing effectiveness,” He who has been baptized can, despite
i%s recenticn, lose the salvation with which God has graced

him (vv., 6-11), It 1g a false notion to as

sume that baptienm
necessarily guarantees salvation., God's gift, which endows
us with the indicative, also places us under the othical im-

perative to become what we are, Though a1l Israel had been
baptized with the same baptism, and though all had partaken

of the same spiritual food and drink, nevertheless, with

most of them God was not wellwpleased. The taclt inference

to the grace of God, lest i1t be received in vain (2 Cor, 631),
is not therecby made
dependent on the recipient. It is and remains God's graclous
act. God's deliverance of Israel through the Red Sea wvas a
blessing which they all received out of His love. The judg-

ment of God descended (vv. 8-10) because of thelr failure %o

conduct their lives in accordance with, and in spitle of, the
blessing received,
- f
In view of this it is striling that the middle £farzivarze

is used, Barth seiges on this to show that a human act was

%“endlaqu, Olle ;_H:., pa 5718 w/Die Taufe 15_7 "*1‘.,;1
magisch, d. h, duceh siech solbst unfehlbar wirkenden Wune
derWLLucl.“
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involved, and hence excludes the divine working ascribod by

o

Iutheran and Roman Catholie theologians to the sacrament of

bap-z;ism.’*' lowever, this interpretaticn must fall in the

this verdb describes, God's miracle of di-

En }

viding the waters of the Red Sea to effect deliverance for

His people is an act which stands apars fromy and independent
of , any human cooperations The matter is aplly conciuded by

o e mn >
wchnackenburgs

’

Hicht heim Sakramentenempfang selbst ist eine por-

sfnliche Cemfihwng gefopdert--er steht ganz unter

den Gegichipunkt der gottlichen Tat-~-, scndern

neben den Genusz der gOttlichen Wohltaten und als

Frucny dersclben verlangt Paunlus die sittliche Be-
2

- Ty o
Wol i3 \11‘18 -

Thus Paul rejects any magical conceptions of the sacrament,

and also combats llbertinism in the wake of God's gracicus

the first place, a gocd many of the problems encountered here
are of an historical nature, and the answers %o those ques=-

tions would not contribute materially to an understanding of

Paul's baptismel theology. Then, secondly, it is doubtful,

- .
l"‘3:-19.1:'143,153 Barth, Die Teufe--Bin Sgkrament? (Zurichs
Evangelischer Verlag A. G. Zollilcon, 1951), p. 369.

5;‘%111:'301911 Schnackenburg, _B_%sql&ca Llsgegchehen bel égf i
Iaufe nagh dem Anostel Paulus (Minchen: sarl zink Verlags
19%0), n. 29, '
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in viocw of Do host of differing interpretations adduced by

an equal host of commentators, whether the exegetical problems
are capable of final solution, This circumstance urges caus-
tion g priori in wventuring any radical departure from Paule
ine baptismal theclogy which is more certainly grounded on
clearer passages. Therefore, a fow general observations and
a tentative conclusion must suffice,

1, The passage occurs in a chapter which from v, 12
down teaches the doctrine of the physical resurrection. The
preceding context (vv, 20-28) is kerygmatic, as is the follow-
ing context (vv., 35=58),

2, The paragranh consisting of vw. 29-34% seems to be a
series of three gd hominem arguments designed to reinforece
the doetrine of the resurrection: a) boptism for the dead in
Ve 293 b) Paul's own iife of hardship, vhich would be sense-
less without the hope of a resurrection (vv. 30-32a); and el
Tthe evil moral consequences of hedonism, if death ends all
(vw, 32b-34),

3. There was obviously a practice, current al least
anong some of the Corinthians, of being baptized for the dead.
In %the context, the force of this argument is felt only In
the inconsistency of this practice, which presumably secured
some eternal benefits for the dead (Jmép ), with the denial
of a resurrcection life hereafter.

% Again, the context of the chapier makes it quite ob~

vious that Paul is speaking of vhysically dead people, His
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theme is the eschatological resurrection from the dead,
Therefore, the force of the argument remains the sane, whethe
er the uﬂap> be understood in the sense of "teo the advantage
of" or "in the place of "

5. Paul speaks no word of censure regarding the prace
tlces; but at the same time he does not endorse it.

Ultimately, it is the last polnt which causes the theo=
logical difficulty. If Paul does not oppose the practice,
is it necessary to assume that he endorses it? At the out-
that 1 Cors 10:1 f££, makes it eaphatl-
cally clear that the Apostle rejects any kind of magic in
connection with the sacrament, IHow then can Paul's position
best be understood? The following considerations seem %o

point in the direction of an arpunentum ad hominem without

personal endorsenent,

1, The third person suggests a certain aloofness from
the practice,

2. Tt is charscteristic of the Apostle to use every

legitinmate device aot his command to undergird his dogmatic

3« He was concerned not to restrict unduly Christian
liberty, do he permitted the private use of the glossalalia
in 1. Cor, 14:1-5,39, Tven the publie use of "tongues', with
certain restrictions, was tolerated in v. 27. These he al-
loved, despite the fact that he personally did not seem to

favor using them, oven though he was more gifted than many




another alsc in this respeet (vwv. 18-19). Historical evie
dence 1s completely lacking that baptism for the dead was
ever a wilde-spread custom,” If, then, this custom was limi-
ted to only a fow people, or even practliced throughout the

local church at Corinth, but only there, Paul could probably

[

LC

'..l
‘—0

tolerate it, That he offers no word of cr sm, however,

leads to the assuwmptlion that the practice was conducted under

seal, Cullmann unhesitatingly makes the statement, "Baptism
is even in Now Testament times, and net only later, deslg-
nated as o 0’-5';6 " This is based on three passages:

2 Cor, 1:22; Eph, 1:13; 4330, The Iphesians passages express

A 2 / 2
the concept in the sorist passive ( € TPpPaA! &y e Y, &

e

circumstence which argues strongly in favor of considering
these as baptismal references, That the Corinthians passage
uses the aorist middle (rgpdyt ""’1#91"’5 } offers no theo=
logical diffienlty, since the subjoct is clearly God, To
consider them ag references to baptism involves no contradic-

tion %o what can be positively ascertained concerning Paul's

OIpid., pp. 90-98

/ Cscar ( u]_'lm.:um Baptism in the Hew Testament, transe
lated by J, ¥, S. Reid %I_On(,on' BCH Press, Ltd., 5_950), DD

1'6“""'7 °
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‘teaching of baptiam as a means for conferring the Spirit,.

Nor does 1t add materially to Paul's baptismel theology.

Yot it cannot be siated with certainty that Paul here has

3

baptisn in mind, Cullmann's interest is through the r@paris-

concept to establish a theoclogical connectlon with the 0ld

Testameni; rite of circumecision, which is specifically called

L

/ . - - -~ s
aogpdyis in Rom, %31l There he finds support for his poe-

"

g B 3 I b p d & T ¥
sition in his debate over infant baptism against Kerl Barth.

His polemical concern perhaps makes him too dogmatic on this

UDltimately the problem is historical rather than exe-
getical, Ixepgetically a baptismal interpretation is at least
not excluded, hether this possibility is execluded histori-
o 4 o alLion o 2 g .n, U 5 . . o~
cally is a guestion to which Dolger addresses himselfs
After first cxamining the origin-and content of the concept,
both in the Criental and in the Hellenistic world, he urges
L4
caution in reading the patristic use of oc@pay!s as a ter-

minus tec

tene Zeugnis flr die Beziehung

trit
Jphragis begegnet in der ersten 9
n J 1vhunac“+s im Pastor des Hermas,

C‘) c"

From the wide currency wnich the tera enjoyed in the niddle

tal

of the second century, he ventures a tenable hypothesis

8'“a17 Josenh D8lgor, Svhragis (Paderborn: Verlag von
Fordinana octhLnbh 19113

91..1’.;510 9 Dea 706
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it Sicherhelt darf angenonmen worden, dasz das Word
: 1wfuozoxcn.uhu un die Mitte des Zwelten
eine Vergangenhelt hinter sich
es nicht so gleichmaszig auf-
nasien (ﬁctm 7“a11) Lyon (Irenaeus),
L riullian) , exandrien {Muh” 3*39 {
Korinth? (IT Xlemens) and. "ﬂ o (Hernas) 1

G
auchen in Kleil

From this it seems safe o agsume the probability of refere

3 cpe] vy e J - . T | [ o PO PSR O VTR 3
ring Paul's sayings concerning the seal of the Spirit to




CHAPTER V

THE THEOLOGICAL BICGNIFICANCE OF BAPTISH

The purpose of this chapter is to summarize briefly the
theological significance of baptism on the basis of the con-.
cluslions drawn from the exegetical investigation of the

pertinent passagese.

- [

It will be noted that every bapitlismal reference adduced

speaks in some wey of salvation, Baptism as a washing is

b= et

paralleled in 1 Cor, 6:11 with sanctification and justifica-

tion and stands in contrast to a previous immorel 1ife, Thus
1t becomes the prerequisite, as well as the guarantee, of
entrance into the Kingdom of God {v. 10). The phrase e/s z»
quU&’deOG used in connection with baptism indicates thaib
those vho are bantized have thereby become the possession of
Christ who died for us (1 Cor. 1:13), a fact which rescues
us from danmnation (ve 18). In baptism we put on Christ and
are thus brought into close union with Him, a status which
maltes us heirs of the promise given to Abrabam (Gal, 3:27-
29), Baptism 1s a burial with Christ. But we are buried
with Him in order also to rise with Him (Rom, 6:k,8; Col,
2:12 ff,). The fullness of this resurrection glory will be

revealed to us and in us at the Parousia (Col, 3:3-4),
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Baptism as a washing of rogeneration effects its purpose as

it confers justification by grace and mates us heirs aceccord-
ing to the hope of eternal life, These passages, therefore,

show that baptisn is fundamentally a means of grace. It is

the act of rescue in the Vew Testament redemptive aeon, a
ch tends to confirm the point of comparison discove
in 1 Cor, 10:1 £f,

The grace thus mediated comes alone from God, This fact |
is borne out predoninantly by the use of the passive voice
wiaich is used unifornly in almost all the passages. God is
the Initiator of this divine rescue, and the purely passive
role nlayed by man rules out all thought of synergism. Paul
uses the acltive volice only once, and that in 1 Cor., 1:16-17
where he gspealks of his own activity of baptizing others with-
out any thought of detracting from the divine monergism,

Two other eoxceptions are also only epparent. In 1 Cor, 10:1
£f. 2nd 1 Cor, 6:11 the middle is used. However, here the
contexts forbid any assumption of human cooperation. The

hed Sea roscue was God's miracles éﬂi)wibeQi is paralleled
with passives designated to desceribe God's exclusive role as
Justifier and Sanectifier. Cod alcne 1s the Savlior and Quick-

r (Col. 2:12 f.; lphe 2:5)s This thought is especially
forceful in Tit. 315, particularly in view of the antithesis
which it exeludes, when Paul pcintedly declares that God
saves us, not bhecause of deeds done by us in righteousness,

but in virtue of His own mercy. This same idea is emphasized
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in those passages where the active voice is used, but where
God 1s the subject, elthor explicitly or implicitly, espe
cially Col. 2:13 and Fph. 2315-6. The Ephesians passages un-

derscore God's activity uzequivocallv with the parenthetical

insertion of the phrase ‘Aﬂplb'l. €gT e fsrwaj,w;va.
When speaking of the effects of baptism the book of

Aets shows that the early Church thought in terms of the for-
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the Holy Ghost (Acts 3:38),
With Vﬁﬂ':d to the first of these, the figure of washing a-
vay tho £ilth of gin is particularly prominent in Acts, as

for example in 22:16, The same ldea is expressed by Paul

B
(6]
3
o

he spen

s of baptlism as a washing (1 Cor. 6311, cf, 9-10)

T ",

R il AT ek : / L
and as a purification (Lnh, 5:26,Ka94les$). With regard

%o the second, Acts speaks of the Holy Ghost as a gift (2

@0

383
6216 f,3 19:2-6), Paul brings the Spirit into close connec-
ticn with Christ as the lMediator of sanctification and justi-
(1 Cor, 62ll), Acts speaks of the pouring out of
the Spirit, especially when contrasting it to John's baptism
(1:5; 19:2+6), Poul gives continuity also to this idea in
6. DPut Paul at the same time develops the idea and
shows the relation between Christ and the Spirit. The Spirit
is the effoctive instrument of Christ (1 Cor. 12313).
These two effccts of baptism in turn work another re-
sult, that of setting the baptized believer into the fellovw-
ship of %the Church. Aets teaches this social dimension of

baptism without spelling out the internal comnection (2:%1,47;
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10:%47), Paul renders thils more expliclt, especially in Gal,
3:27-28, Ve are all one congregation of believers, regard-

less of national, social, or sexual differences, This unity

]

baptism, for Christ through His Spirit (1 Cor.
12:13) not only unites Himself with him who has been bap-

dy but also through His Spirit incorporates all in one
body. Hence he says that we are all one in Christ Jesus,
For thls blessing Paul in 1 Cor, 12:13 uses the graphic de-
sceription of the Body of Christs In baptism the Body of
nbers the individual believers constitute,
is being brilt. We enter net into a closed, completed fel-
lowship, but each individu=l adds to this fellowship, since
by his entry he helps to complete its bullding, The indivi-
dual, however, 1s not personally active, but it is the Spirit
viho includes him wi

i 2

Finally, ail efforts to regard baptism as a means of
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e a clear recognition of the
significance of Christ., Paul unquesticnably preaches salva=-
tion for all only through Christ (Rom. 3:23-26), Hence he
also recognizes but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whonm are
all things, through whom we exist (1 Cor, 8:6), Therefore,

.

ns to relete baptism to Christ, as 1s seen from

he is at pat
hig description of baptism as one €is To gwwe!. ’)70'03 )(Pm-u.‘}
(1 Cor, 1:13; 6:11); gts Nerorov (Gals 3:27); grs Xp:n.:w')qnﬁv
(Rom, G:3a); gis gov Devarev ad>Too (Rom. 633b). The same

\ 2 A
line of thought underlies the phrase wWepeTo uy Xpr rgov
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(Col, 2:11), But the profoundest expression of this rela-
tion to Christ occurs in Rom, 633 ff, There the entry into

fellowship with Christ 1s described as an experience together

with Christ of those events which He once underwcnt. Here

the historic events vhich lie in the past gein a direcit sige
nificance for the appropriaticn of salvation in the present,
It is the union with Christ vhich baptisn effects wvhich makes

T o

But 1t should be noted already at this

Q
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point, that wvhile 1%t is only union with Christ that effects
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lso union with the total Christ, in
his decisive, once-for-all historieity, in His present re-
ality as the transcendent and glorified Lord, and in His

or us the way of

L)

tete

awaited coming at the Parousia, that He is

salvation,
Christl's ltedemptive Act as the Foundation of Baptlsa

It is significant that in Paul's description of baptism
;

in Rom, 636 he uges the verbouveszmupw &y , for it ovi-
dences that fact that he bases the redemptive event in the
sacrament on the historic redemptive act of Christ on Calvary,.
It underscores once more & fundamental thesis in his theologys
the one source of salvation is Christ's redemption effected
on the Gross of Calvary. Hence it is also not without its
significance that ch. 6 follows upen ch, 9 with its exposi-
tion of the Adam-Christ parallel, for it shows how it is pos-

sible for the salvation procured objectively and fundamentally
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by the One, Jesus Christ, to avalil for the Many, This forms
a vital presupposition for Paul's baptismal theologys
The exegetical difficulties are largely of a formal
natures The sense of the passage in Rom, 5:12-21 is quite

clear, "It was through one man, Adam, that all men are sine

cath.*l So alsc it was through one

(ah

ners and are subject

of the human race. Cne man sinned and thereby released sin

and death into the world, That this act included the enitire
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een from the circumstance that ever
since death has reigned, despite the fact that prior &
S8inai there was no gpecific divine law to define Yransgrese
r underscores the cosmic character of Adam's
fall, an act which was uniguely his own, yet in its dire
ecnsequences included every individual that was %o follow,
By one man's disobedience many were made sinners (5:19)s one
ought condemmation to all (5:18)3 in Adam

all die (1 Cor, 15:22)., Thus, from the point of view of re-
demptive history m becomes the inclusive representative
of the old humanity.

The opposite member of the parallel has equally cosmic

proporticns and equally universal consequences. One Man was

Linders W smentary translated D
yer Copmentary on Homang, tran Y
Carl ﬁ Rasmussen (ﬁniladelpth Huhlenburg Press, 19%9),
Ds 21%,
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obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross (Phil, 2:8),
and, while death reigned as a consequence of Adam's {ranse
gression, as a consequence of His cbedience those who re—l
celve the free gifit of righteousness shall reign in 1ife
(5317), This act of righteousness was uniguely Christ's own,
yet in its blessed, salutary resulits it includes fundamental-
ly and objectively the entire huwnan race. His obedience made ‘
the many righteous (57:19);2 one Man's act of righteousness
brought acquittal to all men (5:18); in Christ shall all be
us from the point of view of
redemptive history, Christ is the inclusive Representative
of the new humanity
The sipgnificance of this parallel is concisely stated
by Althaus
Allunfassende Wirkung der Slinde und des Todes,
allumfassende mr]:ung der Gnade und des chens.
Adam und Christus--das ist die grosze Polaritds
und doch zug-:leich Parollelitit der Welitgeschichte in
ihrem Doppelcharakier als Unheils- und Ieilsgeschlchte.3

He continues by sayings

Adem und Christus sind die wesentli cnen Epochen; von
dilesen Polen gehen die entscheidenc‘ep; iichte,
der Tod und das Leben, auf alle aus.

2That KeeTo oot rfzv ov Z¥ here has more than simply the

Juridical, forensic meaning ls shown by the fact that the

sane vorb. 135 used of Adam's transgregsion with respect %o
e many, who are in actual fact sinners.

3Paul Althous, "Der Brief an die Rmer," Das Neoue ieg
%%‘_G%t Douksch (G8ttingon: Vendenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1949),
?

l'l@.., Da ,'!’5‘9
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Yet the second member of the parallel retaing its supe-
riority over the first in two ways, The first is in the
greater proportion of its salutary effects than the infernal

~

consequences of the other, On the Adam-side there is a ver-

'3 on the Christ-side there is the
additlion of unalloyed grace, This real difference is explie

4
» L] »
|

R 0 S ¥ !\}{ 2 (X _' 4l et .
citly stated in 9:l5: ©AA QoY s TupalTTwpd | 00TwWSs Kal

To xé ptome , and Turther emphasized in weMg wwAlev (511541705
‘ ; s e ’
MWepioretvy (5:17), and ovepémepicaevrev (5:20). The other

difference which preserves the uniqueness of the Christ-side

TR

£ the paraliel 1s expressed in 1 Cor, 15sk5-49, Adam, the

(o]

first men, was a living beingy Christ, the lsst Adam, became
a life-giving spirit, Adam 1ls our physical ancestor, the
progenitor of our dust. Christ is our spiritual ancestor,
the progenitor of ocur heavenly life. Hence the basis of our
solidarity with Adam is physical lifle through physical descent,
But though Christ is related to us by virtue of His human na-
tureq‘,s the basis of our solidarity with Him is sometbing
other then the dust of which we are composed in cormon with
Adam, Our sclidarity with Christ derdves from the fact that
we together with IMim ave of heaven (e¢ .ZIIOUPW{O‘, 1 Cor.

15:48), fThough this as yet says nothing about our entry in-

(6]

to solidarity with Christ, 1t nevertheless forms both the

> : :

It ig interesting in this connection to note the emw
phasils on Christts humanitys &edpd mev (Rome 5315)5 ¢
dyOpdmon (1 Cor. 15321)3 6 Sedzepos avlpwans (1 Core 15:47),




O
complenment of Paulls theology of bantisn as entry into the
.
salutary cstate ouv XF, .:-{,3, ag well as its presupposition,

A closely related theme in Paul's theology is the vie

v and unequiveocally stated in 2 Cor., 9:1he
Cne diled for all; therefore, all have died. The debate

B c n a s Y - -
whether vref carriesg with it the substitutionary idea, or

! ™ 24 Tvmer Flves Ty ey o i . o R
vhether 1t has the broader meaning “for th

in face of the infersnce

hore exnressed has its rools in the 01d Testa-
ment, particularly in Is. 53, with its concept of the Sufw.
Servant of Cod, DBut the peint to bs observed here is
that Christ's vicarious death did not merely remove the ne-

1 'S B

cessity of our dying, bubt rather His death, the death of the

<
3
(¢)
et
£l
o
ee

Oney, is a reality of such dimensiony that Paul can ¢

All have died, fundanentally and objectively. This in itself

- s ap - 2 5 2 » 2 3 =
S significant, for Christ's vicarious death posits for all

men a death prior to, and apart from, baptisn.

LY. A KX o, r 2 29 2
Yet the mere fact ©

aa%v

0

n Chricst's death all have 0bD-

{2

i

Jectively and fundementally died, so that His death avalls
for all, does not warrant the inference that all actually at-
tain the gaving effect of lils death. Paul continues by stat-
ing the purpose (ve s Ve 15) of Christ's substitutionary
death: that they who live might live unto Him vho died and

was raigsed, This idea is repeated in v, 21s that we might
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become the righteocusness of God in Hime & difference is ime
mediately noticeable, In speaking of the scope of Chrigi's
death he speals universally and inclusively (éwép T Ve ’
1nivzgéi); vihereas in describing the blessed resulis, he nar-

=

L) - . < ./ O
ows the sravzes to theot¢ )wvzEs AL this place Paul does

ot elaborate on the reason vhy Christ's death for all does
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mly asserts the fact that Christ

died for 211 in order that they might live, How

d'
.

his happens
is not his concern at the moment. For that we are thrown
back upon the bantismal references,
she 1dea of the vicarious atonement supports the
Aden=Christ parallel in this respect, that both these themes
portray the fact that the redemptive deed of the one Repre
sentative and Substitute is valid for the many. The salva-

1 by Christ is open to all fundamentally and obe-
Jectivelys in practice, however, it 1s attained only by those

vho appropriate it subjectively through the means of grace,
Paith as Receptive Organs

Lutheran theology has been at pains to defend the defi-

Ny A “
nition of faith as o medium hq?a:gav, Uthe recepiive organ
Tor apprehending the forgiveness of sins offered in the Gog-

pel, 0 Ty requires no extensive documentation to find suppord

Op 1, a &
Franeis Pieper, Chrigtian Dogmatic (ut. oniss Concor
dia Publishing Iouse? 1953), 11, 5%7-533. is 1l discus-
sion under this heading continues £O Do Lh
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for this from the Pauline corpus, The redemption which is
in Christ Jesus is received through (514 ) faith (Rom, 3:24=
25)3 through (£2% ) falth Christ takes up His abode in the
hearts of the believer (lph, 3:17)3 1life in communion with
Christ is a 1ife in (V) faith (Gal, 2:20)3 from (£ ) the

hearing of faith the Spirit proceeds (Gal, 3:5); and we re-

o

celve the promise of ¢

3:5),

10 Spirit through (Jid ) faith (Gal.

Cn the other hand, the Apostle ascribes ithe appropria-
tion of these same blessings to the instrumentalitiy of bape-

F)

tism, We are justified by baptism (Tit. 3:5-7)s baptism

A

nmediates a dying and rising with Christ (Rom, 6:1-11); a com=
minion with Christ 18 novhere in such a profound manner pos-
baptism mediates the Spirit (1 Cor. 6:211)3
and it offects a cleansing from sin (¥ph, 5:26),

t 1g this phenomenon vhich leads %o the problem of the

relation of the twe to each other, Iutheran theology has

(@]

solved the nroblem by assigning the priority to faith. Sale
vation and all spiritual blessings are received by falth.
That the low Testament says the same for haptism ls explalined
by the fact that baptism confers these blessings because
"Christ will provide « « » the medium \'{Z/ft g falth, by
which alone they can accept the blessing and the kingdom of

heaven."/ This assertion has its confessional basis in the

7Ipid., v, 265, This is from his discussion of infon®
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Apology of the Augsburg Confession, XIII, para. 18=20:

Lt "

Do mussen wir frei verdammen den ganzen Haufen der
scholagtlcorug und ihren Irrtum strafen, dasz sie
lehren, dasz dlcjenigen, so dic 8Sakrament schlecht
gebrauchen, wenn sie nichi ghicen setzen, gx opere
operato Gottes Gnade erlangen, wenn schon das Herz
alsdenn kein guter Geodanken hat. Dasgs ist aber stracks

in judischer Irrtun, so sie halten, dasz wir sollten
durch ein Werk und &uszerliche Ceremonien gerecht
und heilig werden ohne Glauben und wenn das Herz schon
nicht dabei ist, und diese schlidliche Lehre wird doch
gepredigt und gelehrt weit und breit, durchaus und
ﬁberall im ganzen Pabsts Deich und Pabsts Kirchen.
Paulues schirelt dawider und sagt, dasz Abroham sel
ftr Gott gerecht worden, nicht durch die Beschneidung,
sondern die Beschneldung sei ein Zelchen gewesen, den
Glauben zu iben und stirken, Darum sagen wir auch,
dasz zun rechien Brauch der Sakramenten der Glsube
gehdre, der da glHube der g8ttlichen Zusage, und zu=-
gesagte Gnade empfahe, welche durch Sakrament und Wort
wird angehoten Und éies ist ein gewisser, rechter
Brauch cder heiligen Sgkrement, da sich ein Herz und
Gewissen auf wagen wnd lassen mag, Denn die gdttliche
Zusage lann niemands fassen, denn allein durch den
Glauben, und dic Bakranent gein Huszerliche Zeichen
und Siegel der Verhelszung, Darum zum rechten Brauch
derselbigen geh8rt Glaube,

It will readily be seen that in the final analysis this is
no solutiocn at all, since it mercly removes the problem one

s
step farther back, For if faith is the mediun )\411211507

that receives the blessings cf baptian, what is the hand which

baptism, where this issue is brought into sharp focus. This
priority of faith as the receiving hand receives even strong-
er cmphagis, ibide, D. 20k: "Any doctrine that would put the
child in pogsession of the blessing of baptism without falth
(onus operatum) as the receiving hand on the part of the child
is anti-Christian; for the blessing of baptlsm consists in

the remission of gins, and this can be appropriated through
1o other means than faith." (Emphasis mine)d.

8"1‘ g Tond 1m0 - 3 iften 4
ipclogie der Xonfession,™ Die Be&engtglsscgﬁ_; en der
i #ircho (Second edition; GSttingen:

Evangeli sch-Iutherischer
Uaﬂ%eﬁﬁoeck and ihprecﬁ%, 19527, Pe 295

e S L B e ek
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receives the blessing of Talth? Paul novhere in listing the
blessings of bapiism nmentilons faith, and this is corroborated
by the baptismal references in the rest of the New Testament,

Their import is uniformly salvation an

(=g

ha

[

¢ all spiritual

blessings are mediated dlrectly by bapﬁism.9

Ultimately we are confronted by an insoluble problem,
for we are throun back upon the mystery of conversion, How
are we then tec undersiand the confessional position in the
light of the New Testament, particularly the Pauline eorpué?

In Paul there is no contrast beitween faith and baptism;
Talth is always set in opposition to works, If the question
concerns itseli with the basis for our hope of salvation,
the answer iz this: we are justified freely for Christ's
sake by God's grace through the means of faithy which ex-
ciudes any human endeavor. If; on the other hand, the ques-~
tion concerns itself with the decisive turnAof aman's life
and his entry into that iife in which he stands before God
as a forgiven sinner, Paul consistently voints back to bhap-
tism (ef. Rom, 6:2-3

Y
A @

1 Cor. 1:13). Moe makes this signifi-
cant .chservations:
We must not forget the question that he /Paul/ is dis-

cussing in Romans, chapters 3-5 (and Galations 2-4%) in
distinciion Lo the one in Romens 6-6 (and Galatians 5);

YMis 1s nerhaps most clearly evidenced in a passage
like 1 Pet, 3:21, where Petor expressly states that baptism
saves, He safeguards this from belng Simpl{ a maglecal oper-
ation by relating it directly (as Paul does) to the resur-
rection and enthronement of Christ, '
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namely tlis: Is the state of grace that follows bap-
st by faith, or rmst faith be <'u":ple-
mented by fulfillment of “Hu law if the Christian is
to be sure of hig Justification and salvation? And
there the Apostle had no reason to refer to baptism

itself, DBut when he comes to the guestion as to
whether the believer needs tc apnly nimself to liv-

ing a holy life, Paul turns back to baptism as the
peginning of the Charlstian 1J.i‘e becouse baptlsm so
clearly shows the nature o hc new life as a liv-
%ng in tgauu;i 1 with the deanJ and resurrection of
Christ,-

Thus, though baptism and failth are correlative and paralliel,
they cach respectively preserve their unique emphasis in the
Christian's life,

The close relation

o'

betweon the two 1s evidenced in Gal,
3:26-27 and Col, 2:12, In the first ﬁa sage Paul had pre-
viously pictured the law in its destructlve role as the nul-
tiplier of transgressionsg (v, 19, ef, Rome 5:20), as the
jail-keepoer (v, 23), and as the stern gedagogué (ve 2%)s In
contrast to 1t Paul portrays the liberating and saving power
of faith, The point of view is faith in antithesls to the

lawv, But as soon ag he has based our freedom as sons of God

in Christ Jesus on faith, he makes an easy and unforced tran-

sitio:

o
Q
<
0
¥
o
Q
o’
o0
L
o
]-—c
)

m, in which and by vhich we have put on

Christ, It might be noted in passing thet this text speaks

L&

w;

of the contg inuing, enduring status of sonship in the present

tense, while the decisive baptismel event is spoken of in

1001a_ ¥oe, The Avosile Paul, translated by L., A, Vig=

gggs (xinn01polls. Augsburg Publishing Houce, ¢ c.1954), II’
530=337,

R RGIR TR
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the aorist., This tends %o confirm the thought that faith |
continues to avpropriate whot once was initially appropri-5
ated in beptisz as the past and decisive turning-point, {
Col, 2:12 in jolning baptism and faith inverts the order.

Where Cal, 3:26-27 spcke of faith and baptism, Col, 2:12

first mentions baptism ag the circuncision of Christ and bur-
&

Hence faith and bantigm belong together in the normal

course of & Christian 1ife., Doth mediate the same spiritual

blessings.ll To pit Them against one another is to put asun-

der vhat Cod has joined fopether,i2 As little as the Hew

-3

it know of unbaptized Christians., In every instance i¥ eith-

er staites cxpressly or implies that believers have been

v

lror a sumary of the attenpts to attribute separate
blessincs 4o cach of these respectively, ¢f. Moe, gn. ciltey

Pe 335,

12735 1ies at the root of the distinction between wa-
ter baptism and Spirit baptlsm, in which the former is the
external rite which expresses either the hope that the lat-
ter wili take plece, or the confession that the latter al-
ready has been experienceds cf, Markus Barth, Dig Taufe--
Ein Sakramont? (Zidrich: Uvangelischer Verlag A. G, Zolli-
kon, 19%1), n, 524, But in either case the "baptism of wa-
%er" never medistes the blessings which come only through
Spirit baptisn,

he resurraction -

estament knows of salvation apart from faith, so little does

l

1
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: & /

nout falth is unthinkable; coaverse-

cis

& M 2 carar
baptized.13 Baptism wi

1y, genuine Tallth subnits to baptlsm in obedience to God's

- N 4 v e i -] e oy e 3 3= 2
1 s 9 noe “J" LT ©he ;)-L: .KJSO ':).-. SE’S ‘43...}.3. 21.C COY SuI“\lCt 1Lon a
s o, EPRE: A 2 ' P IR ) e " R (IR, TR
priority be assigned to falth, this can be rightly under-~
N - | ) o | P ) 3 o~ o - X L 3 L. 2 - - o .
stood, The blessings once received initially in baptism must

necessarily be continually received In faith as the continu-

I D S S T SRR~

i B a0 gy B ity = et 1y &
mal blessing of salvatlon aveils nothing, for we stend in
]

perpetual denendence upon the grace of God (1 Cor. 15:10),

In the Confesusiocnal passage c¢ited above the polemical antie

4

thesis was an gy onere cperabo understanding of the sacra-

ments, To preserve the sacrasent against the mlsunderstand-

ing that it 1s efflcacious as an external rite or ceremony,

le confessors toaucht that faith must accompany the sacra-

nent, The inteniion of the confessors was entirely in ac-

§=iy

cordance with the Seriptures: faith and baptism dare not be

dlvorced, Taics

13me thief on the crose is an apparent exception,
dside Trom the fact that the argument thal he was not baptized
1s @ silentio. i% mush he borne in mind that Christ svoke His
——— A - U Ll r. e L4 - & o
words of promnise to this penitent before He gave His command,
whlch binds th Chuarch, at His ascensione
Mer, Oscer Cullmann, Baptism in the Hew Teftamenti
translated by J, K. S, Reid ELondon: SCH Pr:e«sssi Ltd;‘, 950) ,
o WB: . " inic unrepecbable baptismal act ltself, this
‘blrth', is not dependent on faith, and peithor stands mor
Zails with faith, O(nly the subsequent 1ife is so dependent.
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possibiliti

@

s for describing the relation between the two,

gince on this subject the Serinturss are mute 1

The Understanding of Baptism as a Sacramental
ing a iR

157n this connection the question mast he asked whether

the doetrine of the gpus opgratum need carry with it the op-
probrium attached o it by Iutharan theology, aspscially in
reference to_the sacrament of bantism, According to the
gpthcr%g Cyclonedia, edited by frwin I, luociker (3%, Touis:
Concoralg Publishing House, c.195%), pD. 762-763, it exprese
ses the doetrine that the sacraments confer the grace of God
2uy ﬁng perfornance of the outward sacramental aci, apart
from the sg»iritual condition of the rocipient," The same
doct?inc lg anathematized in the Apology of the Augsburg Con-
fession, XII¥, nara, 18, as quoted above,  The pertinent
Latin reads thus: VHaec simnliciter iudaica opinio est sen-
tire guod ner cerenconianm lustificammr, sing bonc i tGTEbEais,
hoc est, sing fide.,% Implicit in the Luthersn position is
that faith together with the Word makes the sacrament, for
fa@th receives the blessings of baptism. lHowever appiicable
“hls_ﬂﬂy be in the case of adult bartisms, the question still
remains what prior bohus motus (faith) can be said to be
rought by infants? lmst it rot be sald that in such an in-
stance, where the doctrine of original sin declares them to
be utterly devoid of any spiritual life znd, in fact, opposed
to God's gracious will, the sacrament of baptism mediates to
Phe§‘direetly salvation and all spiritual blessings simply

in the performance of the act in accordance with Christ's com-
mand? Or, if in the interest of securing the priority of
faith as the medium <3y, it be said that baptism cre-
ates faith which in turn receives the baptismal benefits (a
gtatement imnossible to document from the Hew Testament
Seriptures), must it not be grented that the blessing of
ﬁalth %o believe the promises attached to baptism 1s bestowed
&X opere opereio?" Ultimately, loglcally and chronclegical-
1Yé We are forced back to a point where we are included in
God's gracious plan apart from, and wibthout, any good ilnten-
tion op receptive organ on our part. In the final analysis
this occurs in God's gracious election inm Christ. But the
Newy Testament gives us warrant to see the realization of that
inelusion bhoth in faith (apart from baptism) and in baptism
apart from faith). Yet ia either case, the onc leads lme-

lately to the othor.
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gtrate that baptism, founded as it is upon Christ's once-
for-all redemptive deed, is a real means of grace by whiech
the individual approprietes the blessings of salvation,
Here the attempt will be made, especially on the basis of
Pault's unioue understanding of the sacrament ag a dying and
rising with Christ, to discover vhat the inner workings of

baptism are,
The Mystery leligions

The similority hetween the initiatory rites of the mys-
tery religions and Christian: baptism, with respect both to
the rite itself and to the terminology, led the school of
Comparative Religion to investigate them as a possible source
and explanation of Paul's thought. A comparison, however,
will readily show the differences and support the unlqueness
of the Christian sacrament.l®

In the mystery religions a rebirth through dying and
rising is ewperienced analogously to the process of nature,
In Christian bantism the prototype, whose experiences we ‘re-
enact", ig the historical figure of Jesus Christ, vho died
and rose again. And so the new life of the mystery religions

can under certain conditions and circumstances he renewed.

There is little genuine concern about the question of vhether

16m0 following comparison is a swmary of the material
gathered hy Althaus, oD Slles; DD 51=53.
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the new 1ife can be lost, even less ebout its moral obliga-
tions, 1in contrast, Christlian baptism is under all circum-
stances a once-for-all, never-to-be-rencated act; and the
seriousness with which the new life thus acquired is to be
taken can be seen from the ethic which baptism demands,
This is the burden of Rom, 6:1-1l: become what you are. And
1 Cor, 10:1 ff., warns against a false trust in the mere fact
of having besen baptized without observing the ethical re-
sponse which baptism requires, ;

In the nystery religions everything depends on the rite.
The rite as such, through 1ts symbolism, can create the cor-

respending reality. The particular sacramental usage of it-

self effects the relation to God., The focal polint of the

vhole act is the

s

initiate and what heppens to him, DBut with
Paul the reverse is the truth. In the Cross of Christ and
His resurrection the whole humsn race has been included g
priopi, This historic redemptive event of Christ's is the
primary thing: what the baptized perscn experiences is sec-
ondary, 7or this same reason Paul is not bound to the ex-
ternal symbolism, however instructive it mey be. If he were,
it wonld be difficult to explain the complete abandon with

vhich he chenges pictures: bapiism as a dying and rising
with Christ, the circumcision of Christ, and the putting on
of Christ, ilence Paul's concern 1s not with the rite as such
by which men in some sense complete the initiation, tut al-

ways as God's sct in Carist by which we are included in His
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b A
gracious plan o vV > & pIoTLe

The initlate of the mystery religions is introduced ¢ s O
the 1ife of God in such a way thet he himself becomes a goq,
In the mysteries of Mithras and Isis he was invoked as God,
In baptism we are incorporated into Christ, set into felloy

ship vith Him; but we are not absorbed into Him, nor do we
pecome Christ. We remain og sinners before Him and await
the consummation of our redemption. Similarly, the initiate
of the mystery religions 1s taken out of %this world with the
result that he remains completely aloof and detached from the
vorld, In baptlism, though we are set into the coming aeon,
ve nevertheless remain in this world as part and parcel of
its history. Our baptismal regensration 1s for us the ine
breaking of the powers of the ege to eome, but 1t is bound
U with the eschatological hope of a physical resurrection,

at which time this corruptible will put on incorruption; this

O
i

fortality, immortali
These Qiffercnces strike at the very heart and ossence
£ the respective rites, because the Christian religion is a
Wstorical yed lemptive religion in contrast to the mysteries,
Wlch attempt %o mediate supra-temporal nmystic experiences.
chrl‘-:"tiani'ty thinks in terms of redemptive history, the nys-
terdes in terms of myth and mysticism, Hence the heathen
Wstie attempts to be tx‘ansporfted into another world through
subiectively experienced DrOCOss, The Chrigtian is indeed

t - "
TSPormeg 1n bantis?s PuE hls occurs by an aet of God in
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which he in this world is placed on the way of salvation
with Christ, a2 way which reaches 1ts final destination in

the Parcusias., This brief

o

onparison suffices to show that
in hils thinking wlth regard to the baptismal event, Paul
does not proceced from the gymbolism of the acty bantism not
only symbolizes the redemptive event, but actually effects
its, O©On the other hand, he does not conceive it to be a wone
der-working magic, but rather the gracious working of God's
redenptive act, 7The uniquely sacramental character of bap-
tism is in either instance preserved because it 1s seen as a
redemptive dying and rising with Christ, who once in history
vas ciucifioﬁ and rose again.

Thus we are brought face to face with one of the most

perplexing problens confronting the exegete in Paul's baptise

mal theology:

P

namely, how are we to conceive of the dying
and rising with Christ? The debate centers especially in
Rom, 63:1-11, and the problem is vhether this dying and rising

vith Christ can be fifted into our temporal frameworlks

Casel's miysteriengegenvart®

One attenpt to pridee the temporal gap between the his-
torical evenits in the life of Christ and our dying and rising
with Him is offered by Cdo Casel, vhose conception has been

deseribed as a "iystericngegenvart.®-/ By this he means that

17For Casel's position I am dependent on iis presenta-
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Another attcopt to explain the dying and rising of the

_;

Christian with Christ is offered by Wilhelm Tra

Lra

ugott Hahne

He himself designates his view as "die Gleichzeitiglkeit des

L g
Uis position represents the opw
posite of Casel’s, Vhnercas Casel sought to bridge the tene
poral gap by setiing Christ's redemptive act in the present,
Hahn solves the problem by including the individual's sube
Christts, and thus

makes Christians contemperaries of Christ

-y 5.". s o il - - o e o o Tt
Bin fiverzeschichtliches Falctum ist kein Falkium, son-
5 Z iortho

But in the develonment of his argument, he goes a step farth-

er, Since the Christ-event was a particular historical event

realm of history.

Dazit i

st deutlich, dasz fllr Paulus dieses Ereignis
ua“ seschichtliches, aber nicht nur geschichiiiches
Ereignis ist.

ahuilhﬁ]ﬁ Traugott Hahn, Das Mitsterben und I _;§gg;gg-
mif Christus hed Panlus (Gliterslohs Verlag Ce fertels=-
mann, 1937), p. 06,

2510104, Do Fre
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When it comes to applying the passages that speak of our bur-

ial and resurrection with Christ, he introduces his concept

P [ e
f{.. AL §

4-!.

of "Gleichzel

Sinn der paulinischen Aussagen vonm
arbe it Christus das reale Hineinge-
nomnenverden in das e inw"llge, conkrete, geschichbe-
1* id erbven und Auferstehen Christi. Er
hung der ganzen Zxistenz des

%y = 3 s N 1 - -
Chri 'r;..n;-n a8es Hellsereignis,

This idea is fully developed in these words:
‘-;‘] 11 ns f" ./1 Ln S i} Ch &Ll?b_ H '.1(3.‘.1 "" L\J «1)1:' S bfm-c' L) in 65_6
Cleichsz ‘5kalﬁ mit dem Kreuz und cor Auferstehung
Jesu Chr ?s:i zt, U Zyar So, ¢asz er persine
lichen realc iesen eir nalinen Geschehen
unter Ausscha .ﬂquLcn und zeitlich Trene
nenden gewinn

And, as if to remove all doubt concerning the meaning of

Wir sind iﬂ das Christusgeschehen so einbezogen, dasz
wir real mit Christus ans Kreuz von Golgatha "vor dem
Topry jCSC’iaqn“ sind, mit ihm ins Grab gelegt, am
dritten T ihm_auferweckt sind, und alles das
unter “on 20

This study commends itself very highly, not the least for so

strongly urging the once-for-all character of Christ's death
and resurrection, But this very emphasis leads to the other
extreme in solving the temporal problem involved in our dy-
ing and rising with Christ. #As a solution to that problem,

the theory of a "Cleichzeitigikeit™ is open to a musber of

26.113.%3.0 a Je S0,

27;3.3_:-‘;-.9‘.-9 Pe 97
28;[:‘2.2.-..@.-, Do 95




objcetions,
In the first place, does Paul really overleap all spa-

™

¢ial and temporal bounds? Or is this agsin a superimposition
of foreign calegories of thought upon one who consistently
thinks in terms of redemptive history? Hahn's own investi-

gation leads him {o the conclusion that Paul's thinking is

bound historically and tenporally., Thus he concedes:

1 Hitsterben usw, ist einzigartig, Hur
auf das Christusgeschchen XKann von jener
durchbrechenden Bezlehung gesprochen

This at least urpes caution in adopting his view,

e )

Secondly, if the conclusions reached in the exegesis of

| ]
¢4
cf
(&)
3
l-J-
0
=2

Gal, 2:19; Col, 2:12; =nd Bph. 2:5 are valid, the h
point %o which the 6%3ucomnoun&s must be referred is the
turning-noint in the individuslls life, which normally oc-
eurs in bapiism. For they described the transition at a lat~
er date of cne who turned from a previous evil 1ife tc a new
life in Christ, This excludes projecting them back to the
point in time at which Christ died and rose.

ite emphotic in asserting the insep-

=
e
ad
w
fud
o
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e
P
bl
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=

arability (and quite rightly so) of the death and the resur-

=)

rection of Christ,30 Therefore, quite consistently he main-

29_1@-_@0, Do 1030

30714 - nt vielnmehr in gleicher Welse
> 1 ne 62: MEr betont vielmenr in g

die Faﬁ%gé%éét";on Tod, Grab, und Auferstehuns Jesu, Alle
drei sind Geschichie Gottes mit seinem Christus und hﬁben
deshalh grunds#tslich teinen verschiedencn Charakiters

[

(1



Auferstehung, ;
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tains that we share in the entire Ghrist-event,31 However,

if this contemporanclity with Christ is carried through to its
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logica it elinminates all eschatological consime

mation, for Christ upon lis
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tered into the fullness of His glory. According to this
theory, then, HIls contemporaries alsc should have entered ine
¢ Wnich 1f not successifully contra-

3 - 2 b Yr s anm ey v = o e mY ¥ . . £ - -~ - 3 -
dicted by human expericnce, makes it exceedingly difficult

to intervret many of the future tenses which the Apostle uses,

j? ~ wer Pl REER IR e A T ] 3 v - e
Hahn refers the future tenses in such passages as 2 Cor, 13sh

0 to the prcsent,32 But he does not treat
such passages as Acm, 0317, which, because it describes us
as helrs, stands in an eschatological conteit; Phil, 3:11,
vhere the rosurrection of the dead is expressly mentioneds
or 2 Tim, 2:11.12, where Paul speaks of an gschatological
reigning with Christ, It is true, Hahn tekes account of the
"ot yet" charcctor of our union with Christ, but in doing

8
- %
S0 he must resort Lo the category of tim 33 a ccncession

o
«

Whlch represents an inconsistency with his hypothesis of the

-

"Gleichzeitigieit des Christen mit Christus,“

3L Dida,
e auf dasg St

-4

« 963 '"Diese Betelligung bezleht sééh*?ichg
rben, sondern zugleich auf das Begz‘bnub un
a, das neue Leben, also das ganze unr;stus-

e (D3

geschehen,®

321p3d,, pe. M 2,

a3 bid., p. 111: MSachlich bilden Auferstchung und Parue

Sie eine Linhelt, wenn sie auch zeitlich auseinanderfallen,”
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The Limits Within Which the Solution is to be Sought.

As with so many theologlcal concepts, it i1s easier to

say what the dying and rising with Christ are not than to

offer a positive sclution, Ultimately we are again confron-
& A%

ted with the mystery of the workinss of the divine gracious

will, Hence we ghall have to content ourselves with clroume

seribing the limitations beyond which we cannot go and still
maintain fidelity to Paul's thought,

In the first place, the idea that baptism is a means of
grace by which the individual subjectively appropriates the
salvation objectively procured by Christ applies also to the |
passagos whlch speak of baptism as a dying and rising with |
Christ., Salvation is the fellowship with Christ The way ine
to this fellowship is baptism (as well as falth), So, for exe
ample, in Aom, 6 the train of thought culminates in ve 11,
hat we :;-lz‘e alive to God gv XP"'T‘;G ’/7‘7"’": °

211 the nreceding verses describe the bapiismel process by

m all others, however, in this re-
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