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Since the 1960s, studies of Congressional voting behavior on defense-related legislation 
have examined the influence of local interests. The Vietnam War seemed particularly 
divisive along partisan and ideological lines, and the literature suggests that Congress 
has grown even more polarized since then. Do district interests still influence voting 
behavior on defense? For selected Congresses in the post-Cold-War era, roll-call votes 
on House defense authorization bills are scaled. Consistent with broader trends, the 
influence of party seems to have increased in the realm of defense voting, while ideology 
has also remained a strong predictor. However, much of the variance is left unexplained 
by these factors, and I find evidence that defense-related district interests contribute to 
this discrepancy.
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