
Washington University in St. Louis Washington University in St. Louis 

Washington University Open Scholarship Washington University Open Scholarship 

Spring 2017 Washington University 
Senior Honors Thesis Abstracts 

Spring 2017 

More than Gates: The Physical and Invisible Barriers to Gated More than Gates: The Physical and Invisible Barriers to Gated 

Communities and Their Consequences on the Broader Communities and Their Consequences on the Broader 

Community Community 

Hailey Oliff 
Washington University in St. Louis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta_spr2017 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Oliff, Hailey, "More than Gates: The Physical and Invisible Barriers to Gated Communities and Their 
Consequences on the Broader Community" (2017). Spring 2017. 87. 
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta_spr2017/87 

This Abstract for College of Arts & Sciences is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington 
University 
Senior Honors Thesis Abstracts at Washington University Open Scholarship. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
Spring 2017 by an authorized administrator of Washington University Open Scholarship. For more information, 
please contact digital@wumail.wustl.edu. 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Washington University St. Louis: Open Scholarship

https://core.ac.uk/display/287159566?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta_spr2017
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta_spr2017?utm_source=openscholarship.wustl.edu%2Fwushta_spr2017%2F87&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/wushta_spr2017/87?utm_source=openscholarship.wustl.edu%2Fwushta_spr2017%2F87&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digital@wumail.wustl.edu


128 Spring 2017 WUSHTA

Urban Studies

More than Gates:
The Physical and Invisible Barriers

to Gated Communities and Their Consequences
on the Broader Community

Hailey Oliff

Mentor: Carol Camp Yeakey

Gated communities are residential areas that have walls, gates, and guards that work to
regulate the movement of people and vehicles into and out of the area. The creation of
these gates is largely founded on fear of crime, street traffic, and outsiders. Gated
communities are a controversial form of residential developments because they work
to physically and symbolically exclude individuals from elite communities. This thesis
will address the following questions: what are the physical and invisible barriers to gated
communities; what are the implications of these junctures in the urban landscape; and
what are alternatives to gated communities? These questions will first be answered by
addressing when and how gated communities become a touchstone of American urban
design and how they have evolved since. A case study of three elite gated communities
in New Tampa, Florida highlight the physical and invisible blockades to entering these
secluded communities. Further, I will analyze the special, political, economic, and social
consequences resulting from gated communities and their effects on the broader
community. Finally, gated communities are challenged by way of a comparison to the
New Urbanism design practice. New Urbanism is considerably different to the retreatist
method of gated communities and offers an alternative urban design to the physical
and invisible barriers present in modern cities.
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