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Internal divisions are threatening to break up the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional
(FSLN), which overthrew the Somoza dictatorship in 1979 and ran the country until 1990. In mid-
September, the split in the party ranks which has been growing rapidly throughout this year
widened immensely, and possibly irrevocably, when FSLN secretary general Daniel Ortega pushed
Sergio Ramirez out of the National Assembly by demanding that the secretary general be awarded
his seat in the legislature, which Ramirez had occupied in Ortega's absence.

Meanwhile, other dissidents in the party such as Carlos Fernando Chamorro, longtime director
of the Sandinista- owned Barricada newspaper are also under attack by the hard- line leadership
of the FSLN. When ex-president Ortega lost his bid for re-election in 1990 to Violeta Chamorro,
he automatically won a seat in the National Assembly, which he ceded to Ramirez. Ramirez had
been vice president during Ortega's term in office, and he was a very influential figure in the party.
Since that time, however, Ramirez has been promoting a revision of Sandinista doctrine and a
move toward "democratic socialism," veering more and more sharply from the "revolutionary and
militant" beliefs of Ortega and his followers.

Ramirez and his allies who include former minister of planning and foreign cooperation Henry Ruiz,
as well as FSLN legislators Dora Maria Tellez, Luis Carrion, and Mirna Cunningham have insisted
that the party needs to be more open and less "elitist" if it is to maintain credibility in the post-Cold
War era. This deviation from the traditional FSLN party line has transformed Ramirez into Ortega's
rival, not only for control of the party, but also for the party presidential nomination in 1996. The
schism between the two diverse currents led by Ortega and Ramirez has widened sharply in recent
months. The underlying tensions came to a head in May 1994 during the Sandinista congress when
hard-liner Ortega was re-elected FSLN secretary general and the more moderate Ramirez lost his
seat on the Sandinista National Directorate (NotiSur, May 27, 1994).

The situation was further exacerbated on Sept. 5 when Ramirez, backed by a majority of Sandinista
legislators, introduced a package of constitutional reforms in the congress, in open defiance of the
Sandinista party assembly's wishes (NotiSur, July 22, 1994). Among those proposed reforms are
two that could prevent Ortega and Minister of the Presidency Antonio Lacayo from running for the
presidency. In essence, the reforms prohibit an ex-president from running for re-election, and they
also forbid the candidacy of members of the president's family, thereby eliminating Lacayo since he
is President Chamorro's son-in-law.

On Sept. 10, in retaliation for Ramirez' disobedience, the party assembly directed Ortega to reclaim
his seat in the legislature, effectively removing Ramirez from his only remaining power base. At the
time, Ortega insisted that he was not being vindictive. "The seat was mine and I lent it to him...so
why the scandal the day I want to take it back?" he asked. Sandinista legislators loyal to Ramirez
responded to his ouster by electing Dora Maria Tellez, second senior deputy and a Ramirez loyalist,
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to head the Sandinista legislative bloc in a 29 to 8 vote. However, under a National Assembly statute
that allows as few as four legislators to constitute a faction, both Ortega and Tellez are now claiming
party leadership in the congress.

Meanwhile, another crisis is brewing. The Sandinista party assembly has called for a revision of the
editorial policy of the FSLN-owned Barricada newspaper, charging that "it does not represent the
real interests of the party." Some assembly members have also accused Barricada director Carlos
Fernando Chamorro Barrios of being a spokesman for Ramirez and are demanding that he resign.
Ortega too has pushed for Chammoro's resignation on the grounds that it would create "greater
cohesiveness and unity" within the FSLN. Chamorro, who has been director of Barricada for ten
years, defended the newspaper's editorial direction, claiming that it has been "open, pluralistic, and
balanced in its treatment of the news, even covering the FSLN crisis with an open policy."

In 1991, under Chamorro's direction, Barricada greatly toned down the party propaganda contained
in the newspaper. The paper's masthead, for example, was completely changed, so that the
standard subtitle that read "Official Organ of the FSLN" was removed, and then replaced by a
new subtitle that reads "For National Interests." Chamorro has said that he will not resign and that
the Sandinista Assembly will have to try to fire him if they want him to leave. The majority of the
Barricada staff has supported Chamorro and warned that if the paper reverts to being a party organ,
it would be "a true editorial and business disaster."

While many party members are optimistic that the divisions within the FSLN can be healed, others,
like deputy Jose Leon Talavera, a Ramirez supporter, warn that the risk of a permanent split is very
strong. "It won't be long before it happens," said Carlos Tunnerman, a former ambassador to the
US who recently resigned from the party over political differences. "In my judgement, each day the
differences become more irreconcilable." There are several efforts presently underway by FSLN
leaders to attempt to reconcile the differences between the two factions. However, some Ramirez
followers are talking about forming another party, although they admit that the split would weaken
the FSLN and thwart any chances for an FSLN victory in the 1996 general elections.
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