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established. The influence of Chinese culture on Muromachi culture
is also gaining increased recognition.

This team research project brought together up-and-coming
researchers from a wide variety of fields (medieval literature, medie-
val history, art history, performing arts history, and religion), aiming
to build a “theory of culture during the Oei and Eikyd eras,” and by
extension a “history of Muromachi culture,” by integrating diverse
Oei-Eikyd cultural phenomena from an interdisciplinary research
viewpoint. By so doing, we also aim to shed relative light on the pop-
ular discourse on Japanese culture that has tended to consider
Higashiyama culture as a sort of absolute ideal.

In the first year of this project, fiscal 2018, we not only presented
research reports at Nichibunken but actively held open symposiums
and conducted documentary research and fieldwork outside the
Center. In particular, guided by Mr. Yoshimura Teruki of Wakayama
University Institute of Kishu Economic and Cultural History, we
observed the Kunohara Onda, a local performing art event that has
been offered at the Iwakura Shrine every year in the Kunohara area
of the town of Aridagawa, Wakayama prefecture. The event is said to
have been inaugurated in the Muromachi period, and it was held for
the last time in its 500-year history in 2018. We were fortunate
enough to witness that last performance.

Exploring International Team Research
and Collaboration for Next-generation
Nichibunken Scholars

INAGA Shigemi (Professor)

Under its Third MidTerm Plan (2016-2021) the National Institutes
for the Humanities (NIHU) has placed Nichibunken in charge of
“Coordination between Projects to Make Effective Use of Research
Results” of the Network-based Projects: Japan-related Documents
and Artifacts held Overseas. As part of efforts for functional
enhancement of the project, Nichibunken has also been assigned to
promote the Japanese Popular Culture Research Project and serve
as secretariat for the Consortium for Global Japanese Studies. These
tasks seemed a bit too heavy for a small organization of “fifteen pro-
fessors” (at the time of Nichibunken’s founding) but the extraordi-

Engaged in lively discussion at the Hirado International Symposium (Hirado
Dutch Trading Post, February 9, 2019).
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In place of young women (saotome), children perform the
rice-planting ritual part of the “Kunohara Onda” event.
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narily capable staff has proved capable of fulfilling the tasks.

I took charge of the “Overseas” promotion office. This work is not of
the sort that can be fulfilled by Nichibunken alone. I felt keenly the
necessity to continually update the network in various parts of the
world for best utilization of documents and human resources. Our col-
laboration with the city of Hirado, for instance, has produced a migra-
tion and cultural exchange program based on its history of 500 years.
We reported on the results of the program at the 2017 meeting in
Lisbon of the European Association for Japanese Studies and the XXII
Congress in Macau of the International Comparative Literature
Association, and saw the possibility for achieving a new break-through
in the conventions of global Japanese studies. The experience brought
into clear focus the increasing importance of interactive and
cross-cultural networks of academic cooperation and systems for inter-
disciplinary study in order to carry out further objectives of research.

In view of the likely further tightening of the government fiscal
situation, how should we achieve those objectives? First, we need to
organize team research meetings on line that will utilize the advanc-
es of the Internet as well as the resources Nichibunken has accumu-
lated over the last three decades. This will allow both cost reduction
and enhanced international cooperation. Second, an active policy
should be adopted to place Nichibunken-hired researchers from
overseas at the core of team research. Nichibunken’s team research
projects as a whole should be first and foremost international. Third,
we propose that, as a springboard for team research reforms, a con-
sortium be formed for multifaceted exchange between global
Japanese studies institutes in Japan and networks of researchers of
Japanese studies overseas, as well as for international organizational
consolidation. The prospect for the future rests upon whether we
can propose feasible plans that, combining several sources of fund-
ing (including competitive funds) and involving overseas research
and educational institutes, will lead to [the next] six-year mid-term
plan. Nichibunken’s future will be determined by whether we, while
watching Hong Kong, Zhuhai, Macau, and Singapore and with a
view to the year 2050, will be able to present a bright multinational
intellectual outlook of “Maritime Asia” through Trans-Pacific aca-
demic migration networks—this we should do instead of only follow-
ing in the path of government-issued administrative guidance.
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Panel discussion at ICLA meeting, titled “Marine Vessels and
Roads as the Socializing Vehicle: Experiences Enroute,
Transnational Encounters and Exchanges” (University of
Macau, July 31, 2019).
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Message

The Donation of a Box of Japanese Kite
Paintings

Cecile LALY (Lecturer, Musashi University/Former
JSPS Research Fellow)

During my stay at Nichibunken as a JSPS Fellow, not only was I
granted the opportunity to give talks to both academic and general
audiences, I was also able to work on my research project in which I
undertook a photography project in collaboration with the
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