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enhancing employability skills in Year 1 architecture curriculum
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Context: *
The project builds on the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. (2007). Enhancement Themes: Employability, Effective Learning ) .
and Employability. This study looked at ways of linking learning effectively to employability skills. The suggestions and advice offered to students | . _\i _ “ -
by the sample of graduate recruiters, in regards to the areas viewed as essential for development, can be grouped under three broad headings: “ - N o b g = r
=
- exploration ' P f
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- analysis, reflection and development ,‘ [ AN '
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- Investigation, preparation and presentation ,P : \i&;n \
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The project develops this premise to address the subject-specific fundamental architectural employability skills of communication, representation #
and professional presentation. Year 1 architectural students and professional architectural practitioners, contributing as equal participants,
actively research the employability related architectural curriculum through a project-based-learning exercise typical to both the worlds of
education and practice that addresses these key identified areas:
- exploration is made possible through direct engagement with recruiters N
- analysis, reflection and development are made possible through the implementation of collaborative workshops & a reflective blog 2 s ,,/_.’F
- =evien :
- investigation, preparation and presentation are made possible through a project-based-learning exercise focusing on communication, "“-_!., -, : a
representation & professional presentation £ !
i
j ' b — e
C JU (J U
OUP A UEC D O DO Qe & 8 C C cd 110 C OrNa Ol @ C al PI'd c, 1AC al1d c dlld aevelop adll d C d
proposal 1or a rea s PLA ¥ s e and B O s entre 10 orthe elana
. OUQC O gered A0S O OlHaporatio d C 1eSCd AlA Iellc O cSe group Que Cll € U d C d 1410 U0
U SO, peColrie CO cdlO c PIoCe
eV reco endatio or acade and pra ONE O e Qua A ance Age O gher Educatio 008). Qus anceme
errie C Ca oerle C agesiy O C Ca
O C O Ca e oelrg co-aesiqrie O eIl O Ca g experle C arg recod J e rleed (O provide regula
9]0]0]0, C O Ca aAnKe a @ O 2l O Ea g ard Ca
7 '
_p C 1eS5Cd clroaolog cCOQ C C o O DO C O O DULO dS DeEINyg €0 A0IC C arnet proviaing expertiese O O C
Ccd Al 10 C d C DIovIAdINg expertiese dpo O cV PId C
Orre lea C are SO 10 2d Orl ge o aorie cl eV Ao oay dlle O O C e O ale C O aliiaole re
- O O a Clé 00 2 oNng & relte 003
ﬂ' A ® e O la a0 el ed allo O ole cl elre C dlre lea C oare CSea C Or OO aAne C C =10,
orget to do e, 2010
Method - implementation:
Through active research, the students critique their architectural curriculum and become co-creators of their own research and learning. A -
number of corresponding collaborative workshops provide the opportunity for reflection on, and evaluation of, the research in progress. S g , K
ﬁ,.;
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Through structured collaboration with professional architects the project bridges the gap between architectural education and the world of
architectural practice. . g
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