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r Abstract ~\

The present paper describes the preliminary results of an excavation at Rabat of the Ak-Beshim site in autumn
2015, which, from an archaeological perspective, probably corroborate one of the western strongholds established
by the Tang Dynasty.

The Ak-Beshim site is located to 47 km east of the capital city Bishkek, identified as “Suyab” in Chinese docu-
ments during the seventh and eighth centuries. This ancient city had flourished as a trading center and/or a
stronghold along the Silk Roads until the mid-eleventh century AD, when the Kala-Khanid kingdom transferred
their capital to Balasagun.

In June 2015, a new archaeological project was launched at the site, based on the renewed agreement between
the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo and the National Academy of Sciences, Kyrgyz
Republic, to explore the formation processes and development of the ancient city of Ak-Beshim and its surround-
ings. Under this framework, the second excavation was conducted in October-November 2015 in the central part
of Rabat, the eastern part of the site.

Through the season, part of the eastern inner fortification and several features were confirmed in the excavation
trench, measuring 2m N-S x 20m E-W, the position of which was designated based on analyses of corrected satel-
lite views and precisely located through newly conducted high-accuracy measurements simultaneously. The
fortification, more than 6m in width, was preserved at ca. 0.6m above the construction surface, built with compact
clay lamps (pakhsa). The unearthed features provided different characteristics for both sides of the fortification:
while a large number of grayish roof tiles was accumulated on several spots and greenish-gray burnt bricks were
partially arranged in a line indicating the remains of a building on the western side, the partial remains of an ordi-
nary dwelling were discerned on the eastern side, consisting of ovens and a blackened floor enclosed with
irregular-shaped mudbrick wall. Given that the accumulated roof tiles and arranged burnt bricks probably derived
from a roofed structure without “evidence of daily life” , it is assumed that the western side functioned as an
“administrative” center. To confirm the chronological relations between the two sides, accurate dates of the above
features should be determined through not only analyses of the artifacts but also the radiocarbon dating of two

collected samples from the site in the near future.
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Aachen University 2008 Atlas of Central Asian Earth Sites, Chuy Valley, Kyrgyzstan.
Lt P128 Fig.2 (Source: Archive Valentina Goryacheva complied by TS) % kL —X,
T : P129 Fig.3 (Source: Semenov,G.L.,2002:4-10) & k L — X, o
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Aachen University 2008 Atlas of Central Asian Earth Sites, Chuy Valley, Kyrgyzstan.
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1 T NYLEFREES—ER (Aachen Geographic North Fix-points & )
X(Northing) Y(Easting) Z(Height) S
A 4,738,983.091 516,297.439 818.688 ANEEBR I (FR SO, B = HK) BT AL ME AR
B 4,739,028.294 516,199.953 818.704 IR G (3 S B = K) BTk FEYE A
C 4,739,122.778 516,208.545 817.638 IINERRR G (3 S, B =K TR FRYE A
2000 | 4,738,855.000 516,629.000 815.000 AachenF1.0HEYE £
2001 4,739,137.506 515,952.524 822.516 Aachen Primary Standpoint
2002 | 4,739,522.086 516,107.037 811.246 Aachen Primary Standpoint
2003 | 4,739,359.633 516,720.586 808.551 Aachen Primary Standpoint
2004 | 4,739,237.182 516,308.619 815.615 Aachen Primary Standpoint
N1 4,739,501.180 516,334.254 810.845 Aachen Secondary Standpoint
N2 4,739,464.181 516,499.603 808.897 Aachen Secondary Standpoint
E1 4,739,036.498 516,670.360 813.588 Aachen Secondary Standpoint
St 4,738,933.104 516,354.182 818.128 Aachen Secondary Standpoint
Wi 4,739,351.286 516,030.272 812.771 Aachen Secondary Standpoint
RA1 4,738,171.073 517,492.587 823.154 Aachen Secondary Standpoint
RA2 4,738,120.207 517,265.891 824.178 Aachen Secondary Standpoint
W1 4,738,770.170 516,704.809 811.870 2015CHTRR AL HE AL
w2 4,738,668.267 516,979.335 811.832 201 5RK TR AL AR
w3 4,738,704.844 517,208.412 813.717 201 5RK TR FL AR
w4 4,738,762.805 517,458.878 816.458 2015 CHT % FLHE 5L
W5 4,738,951.326 517,023.997 - 20 15K % FLHE L
K1 4,738,680.815 517,228.316 813.907 2015FK AR (ST AN
K2 4,738,680.059 517,240.707 814.185 2015FKHTR% (SR ) Fave N
1T1 4,738,679.271 517,229.934 813.822 2015FKEE 1 hL T AL e
1T2 | 4,738,677.316 517,229.939 813.819 2015FKEE LN T 1 5 R
1T3 | 4,738,676.923 517,249.958 814.260 20158k B 1R T 1 BB
1T4 | 4,738,678.930 517,249.968 814.106 2015FK 2 1 hL- > T b B
HP1 | 4,738,828.740 517,092.746 811.544 2015FK 7/ NS HRRER AR ER ) N AL G R
HP2 | 4,738,823.388 517,142.424 812.001 20158k 7 /N SRR R Y N AL SRR
HP3 | 4,738,783.808 517,138.054 812.230 2015FK 7 /N MHIRRERZRER ) o N e R R
HP4 | 4,738,788.981 517,088.300 811.732 20158k 7/ SR ER AR ) N T B
HP5 | 4,738,689.793 517,210.771 813.682 2015k TR KRR D v K
HP6 | 4,738,669.950 517,208.210 813.583 2015k TN MK ERAERZ D v
HP7 | 4,738,701.669 517,111.374 812.712 2015FK T KRR D v N
HP8 | 4,738,670.897 517,369.451 814.687 2015FK 7 SRRV o R
HP9 | 4,738,676.338 516,971.145 811.500 2015FKZ /S MAZ SRR Bk ) o R AL AR
HP10 | 4,738,643.040 516,876.844 812.505 2015FKZ /S MAZSF R ER ) AL P R
HP11 | 4,738,524.626 516,897.250 814.192 2015FKZ/ S MABSF R ER ) R T V8 R
HP12 | 4,738,563.222 517,011.114 813.074 2015FK 7/ NMAZSFRERER ) o N R

SAachen KEEHEREDGeographic North/EAZE A2 FLEL LT, 20165FFKICHIE, WI1LL FIX201545FK D Hrak L UE T,

¥Coordinate System:UTM(Universal Transverse Mercator)zone43,
MArcGISOBEM G (K4 - 6 « 7+ 8) X, AachenfEFEAX 1 —11.430, Y : -2.625 L7=Pleiades/EIE TE/R L T 5,
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&g * : .. por'
o FIVFRENET H T S —1RH0O Corona HEER, Data available from U.S. Geological Survey.
T : Aachen University 2008 Atlas of Central Asian Earth Sites, Chuy Valley, Kyrgyzstan.
P285, Aerial view unrectified stitch (Source: Kyrgyzkartographia, Governmental Kartographic Institute).
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