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Why was Japan able to successfully mediate an intra-State conflict
only in Cambodia from 1997 to 1998 and not in Sri Lanka from 2002 to
2009 as their top ODA donor that had been expected to have much
influence on these aid recipient countries and thus was highly motivated to
mediate efficiently by using its aid?

The existing literature cannot explain these contrasting results. This
is because the systematic knowledge on the impact of ODA on the
mediation outcome and its mechanism is missing in the literature. Firstly,
according to Touval and Zartman [2001], aid donors should often be
empowered to mediate because they have the ability to resort to the
deprivation and mobilization of aid as a resource that parties in conflicts
desire. However, they do not discuss why donors acting as mediators often
fail. Secondly, the previous studies on Japan’s mediation in Cambodia and
Sri Lanka are scarce and omit the explanations for the detailed mechanisms
of Japan's success and failure in mediation using aid. Thirdly, the literature
also lacks the systematic categorization of sources of leverage of mediators
based on the rigid definitions of leverage and its sources, which have
prevented comparable case studies of mediation conducted by donors.

Therefore, this thesis conducts a comparative qualitative case study
of Japan's mediation in Cambodia and Sri Lanka. Primary sources of data
include media reports, newly disclosed internal documents of governments,
memoirs and interviews with key figures involved in mediation activities.

As the first major contribution to the existing literature, the thesis
offers the new knowledge on the impact of ODA on the mediation outcome.
The effective use of ODA in mediation for an intra-State conflict was
characterized firstly by the suspension of aid provision and that of its
contracting processes in a way that showed mediator’s determination to
actually decide whether to provide aid depending on the actions of the
parties in the conflict that were related to conflict resolution. It was
characterized secondly by its mobilization to ensure the implementation of
an agreed mediation proposal.

As the second major contribution, this thesis offers the systematic
categorization of sources of leverage of mediators based on the rigid
definitions of leverage and its source. As the third major contribution, this
thesis reveals how Japan acted as the top donor playing a role of a mediator
and the detailed mechanism of Japan's success and failure in mediation
using aid in Cambodia and Sri Lanka.

It was revealed that Japan succeeded only in Cambodia firstly
because it was less difficult to mediate due to their different contexts
including China’s different support to the parties in the conflict and styles of
mediation. It was secondly because Japan used aid more effectively in
mediation in collaboration with other mediators using both tangible and
intangible sources of leverage under more favorable circumstances.

Major factors of Japan’s success in Cambodia included 1)
cooperation among mediators, 2) support from an influential third-party
actor, 3) the leverage of mediators based on the effective use of sources
including aid, 4) the decline of the military capability of the
anti-government side, and 5) the result of the election that necessitated
coalition of the parties in the conflict.
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Among key factors for successful mediation, firstly, 4) and 5)
were “preceding favorable circumstances (PFC),” which contributed to each
key step of the successful conflict resolution process through Japan’s
mediation as circumstances favorable to mediation that emerged prior to the
exercise of leverage. Secondly, 1) and 2) were “boosting factors (BF),”
which contributed to each key step of the successful conflict resolution
process through Japan’s mediation as factors that strengthened the impact of
exercised leverage.

Major factors of Japan’s failure as a supporting mediator in Sri
Lanka included A-1) failure to prevent an anti-rebel organization from filing
the unconstitutionality case of an agreed mediation proposal to the domestic
court, and A-2) the presence of a past deal of the head of the government
side with an anti-rebel organization to reconsider the ongoing mediation in
place. Major factors of Japan’s failure as the leading mediator later in Sri
Lanka, after it replaced Norway’s leading role, included B-3) the increase of
the military capability of the government side, B-4) political coverage by a
third party actor over the government side pursuing the military solution of
the conflict, and B-5) the absence of the sufficient and effective exercise of
leverage based on available tangible sources.

Among key factors for failed mediation, firstly, A-2), B-3) and B-4)
were “preceding unfavorable circumstance (PUC),” which contributed to
each key step of the unsuccessful conflict resolution process through
Japan’s mediation as circumstances unfavorable to mediation that emerged
prior to the exercise of leverage. Secondly, A-1) was a “subsequent
unfavorable circumstance (SUC),” which contributed to each key step of
the unsuccessful conflict resolution process through Japan’s mediation as a
circumstance unfavorable to mediation that emerged after the exercise of
leverage to prevent each key step of the unsuccessful process.

By comparing the two conflicts, the research also evaluated the
utility of ODA in mediation and revealed that it has a positive impact on
mediation, especially with BF under PFC, if utilized well as a leverage
source on the condition of well-designed aid sanctions, in the way as
explained in the first major contribution. Moreover, Strength and weakness
of aid as a source of leverage were also revealed.

As for the structure of the thesis, following the introductory chapter
(Chapter 1), Chapters 2 and 3 explain about successful and unsuccessful
cases of Japan's mediation in Cambodia and Sri Lanka and reasons for
different results. The subsequent Chapter 4 compares the two cases and
discusses major reasons for the contrasting results of mediation. Finally, the
concluding chapter (Chapter 5) summarizes major findings, contributions to
the existing literature and limitations of this thesis, and its implications to
future researches.
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