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Buddhist Art in Mainland China and Xi Yu(the Western Regions)

Qing LI

( Abstract ~\

The Milan Buddhist Temple is located over 70 kilometers east of Xinjiang Ruogiang county in what was
the heart of the Silk Road region in the Han and Jin Dynasties. The temple murals were created around the
third century BCE, and are not only some of the earliest Buddhist murals in China, they are also some of
the earliest surviving examples of Gandhara painting. The murals were painted by the artist known as the
Kushan painter, whose style was influenced by Hellenistic Gandhara art and even displays some characteris-
tics of Roman painting. Two different technical styles are discernable in the execution of the murals, namely,

e “fine pen dye” method and the “rough sketches” method. These two styles originated within the non-
mainstream tradition of Roman painting and represent the main features of Gandhara painting. The study of
the Milan murals is of significant academic value for analyzing the evolution of Chinese Buddhist art and

early Buddhist painting in the Qiuci, Dunhuang, and Hexi regions.
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