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With Thanksgiving break almost here, most students take it easy 
and go home for the short break. But not everyone gets to go 
home, especially if that requires leaving Logan.
“There isn’t enough time to get home and back.” Tess Zernzach, 

an out-of-state Utah State University student, said. “It was kind of 
disappointing, especially because there weren’t a lot of places to 
eat and things like that.”
Some of the students without family in the area use this as a 

time to get closer to their peers and try new things. 
Charlotte Burns, an Australian citizen who spent a year abroad 

at USU last fall, found Thanksgiving to be a great chance to enjoy 
an American holiday with her fellow students. 

“My roommates and I had a Friendsgiving with another apart-
ment, where we each made a traditional Thanksgiving plate and 
decorated our apartment with thankful notes and turkey cutouts,” 
Burns said. “Secondly, the dorm had a Thanksgiving on Sunday 
where our resident assistants cooked meals for us, and we all 
brought a plate of something traditional from our home country.”
But not everyone can have a big celebration. Unable to make the 

drive home for the holiday and with nowhere else to go, Lind-
sie Wharff, a student at USU, is having a small, “college-style” 
Thanksgiving dinner with her cousin. 
“I think it would be a good idea for the school to hold a Thanks-

giving dinner,” Wharff said. “Students could volunteer to help 
with the cooking, and local businesses could take this opportunity 
to donate food. Even if it was just like a dessert event for students 

to attend, I think it would boost self-esteem for students who can’t 
go home, especially since it’s almost time for finals.” 
Some professors have opened up their doors to students and 

have brought their own traditions from their university days USU. 
Candi Carter Olsen, a journalism and communication professor 
who opened her home, said she has been having what she calls 
“Orphans Thanksgiving” for years now.
“It’s a tradition I brought with me from living in different plac-

es,” Olsen said. “In all of my grad programs, we grad students 
didn’t have any place to go, so various people would host ‘Orphan 
Holidays’ with anyone and everyone welcomed.”
Sociology assistant professor Erin Hoffman shared a similar ex-

perience as an undergraduate living far from home. 
“I started inviting anyone I knew to my apartment for Thanks-

giving,” Hoffman said. ”I was super intimidated by cooking when 
I was 20. The first turkey I cooked, I didn’t know you there was 
a bag of organs inside that you were supposed to remove, so we 
had turkey with a side of roasted plastic!”
With the break almost here and finals approaching, Olsen hopes 

everyone has the chance to eat a delicious meal with people they 
care for and count their blessings.
“We should always build bigger tables and invite people in 

rather than shutting them out,” Olsen said. “It’s not difficult to 
show people they matter and belong. As with all Thanksgivings, 
though, leave politics at the door, please.”

—brianne.winegar@aggiemail.usu.edu

PHOTO COURTESY OF AP Photo/Business Wire

By Brianne Winager
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Thanksgiving, away from home

PHOTO COURTESY OF AP Photo/Larry Crowe

In its second game at the Jersey Mike’s 
Jamaica Classic, No. 15 Utah State closed 
out its game against North Texas with an 
11-0 run in the last four minutes to defeat 
the Mean Green 68-59, remain undefeated 
and advance to 7-0 on the season.
Utah State fought through quite a bit of 

hardship to get the win. Already missing 
star center Neemias Queta, USU’s start-

ing point guard Abel Porter only played 
15 minutes after battling through a mi-
nor ankle injury and foul trouble (Porter 
ultimately fouled out of the game). Sam 
Merrill played 32 minutes despite suffer-
ing a late ankle injury himself but the 2018 
Mountain West Player of the Year went 
0-for-6 on the day, his first career game 
with zero field goals made.
“We had a lot of adversity tonight,” Smith 

said who also praised his team by saying: 

“Our guys found a way to win. This isn’t 
gymnastics where you get style points. The 
bottom line is to get the W. We’ve got a lot 
to improve on but our guys gutted it out.”
All throughout the game, Utah State 

missed shot after shot, ending the game 
with a 40.4 field goal percentage, it’s worst 
shooting mark since Montana State. The 
Aggies’ starting five made just 9-of-27 field 
goal attempts (33.3 percent).
“I thought we had some good looks in the 

first half, they just weren’t falling and a 
lot of that was to (North Texas)’s credit,” 
Smith said. “They make the game messy, 
they really mix it up in there. I thought 
they were the aggressor especially the first 
8-10 minutes or so.”
“(North Texas) fought hard. They bat-

tle tough the whole time,” USU forward 
Alphonso Anderson said on 92.3 KBLU 
LP Logan and 1280 The Zone. “We knew 
it was going to be a tough one. We’re a 
ranked opponent so everyone is going to 
come in and give us their best shot.”
In the absence of effective scoring, the Ag-

gies turned to its bench, one that features 
Diogo Brito and Anderson. Those two car-
ried the offense for most of the game. In 
a first half where USU went 9-of-29 (31.0 
percent) from the field, Brito scored 10 

Jamaican me crazy
Utah State defeats North Texas to claim Jamaica Classic title

PHOTO COURTESY OF Geoffrey Berry/USU Athletics
Utah State celebrates after defeating North Texas 68-59 to claim the Jamaica Classic title.

By Jason Walker
SPORTS SENIOR WRITER

see “Jamaica” PAGE 5

Since the birth of the world wide web, creative users have 
whipped up images or comics with the intent of making others 
laugh. 
Within the last decade and the rise of social media, there has 

been an influx in meme culture that has streamlined across gen-
erations to bring small chuckles to internet users throughout 
the day. In today’s world, memes have relatively short lifespans; 
they are around until they are no longer funny or until another 
meme takes its place. However, some of these memes have de-
veloped darker meanings, allowing people with bad intentions 
to twist images into something sinister.
Take Pepe the Frog, for example. Pepe was popular throughout 

see “Memes” PAGE 6

MEMES
The good, the bad, and the ugly

By Sydney Dahle
STUDENT LIFE STAFF WRITER

GRAPHIC BY Sydney Dahle
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FROM STUFF TO STUFFING
“Stuff a Bus” event changed to “USU Friendsgiving” 

The annual holiday fundraiser known as Stuff-A-Bus has undergone 
some changes and been renamed “USU Friends Giving.”

Emma Brain, the USUSA Service vice president for the Val R. Chris-
tensen Service Center, said while Stuff-A-Bus is being changed, the fund-
raiser is still raising money for the same place: the Cache Community 
Food Pantry. 

Brain said the fundraiser will have different methods of raising dona-
tions and be tied into another cause.

Rather than have student volunteers walk around to gather food from 
houses, Brain said the service center is now asking for volunteers to spend 
time at on-campus efforts to raise awareness and to ask for monetary do-
nations for The Backpack Program. 

“The Backpack Program, put on by the Cache Community Food Bank, 
raises money for children who deal with food insecurity to take a break-
fast and lunch home on Friday in their backpack so that it’s discreet,” Brain 
explained. Now kids can have “two extra meals that they might not get 
otherwise when they can’t get food from school lunches and breakfasts.” 

Brain said the changes were good because there will be less emissions 
from buses and the fundraiser will be more effective.

“These changes came about because of a lack of ability to reserve the bus-
es through Aggie shuttle/campus transportation and a desire to change 
how we raise this money so that it’s the most effective outcome,” Brain 
said. “A recognition that the Cache Community Food Pantry can get food 
and goods at their raw cost from the grocery store pushes a fundraiser 
to ask themselves if asking for donations from average people, families 
and college students is the most effective. The answer is no, and that with 
$6,000 donated from USU, we can help the Backpack Program run for one 

semester of elementary school.” 
Brain said she renamed the fundraiser USU Friends Giving because “it 

takes place around the holiday season and the awareness for need in the 
community generally grows consequently.”

Brain expects the changes to the fundraiser to be permanent. 
“If someone in the future is particularly passionate about stuff a bus, they 

could most likely make it happen if they’re in the VP position,” she said. 
“But I have a strong feeling that raising money through on-campus efforts 
will be the best solution moving forward for students and community 
members alike.”

The former director of USU’s Student Nutrition Access Center Jenna 
Stoker used to plan Stuff-A-Bus. 

“Stuff-A-Bus was an incredible community engagement service project 
that united all of Cache Valley in a food drive,” Stoker said. “Residents 
have come to expect a bag on their door some time throughout November 

asking them to donate. It was also a great opportunity for different orga-
nizations around campus to do service together on a Sunday or Monday 
night that didn’t take a ton of time and helped unite their groups. I feel like 
it was a great example of service uniting our campus and the community.”

Stoker mentioned a few problems with the program. 
“However, it was hard because we’d go out later in the evenings often 

when it was dark and cold,” she said. “So it was sometimes a little tricky 
and could have been invasive to the community members with kids or 
just the fact that it was dark out and we were coming to their home. It was 
also expensive to pay for busing around the community. But we were able 
to collect a lot of food each week.”

Stoker was optimistic about the change to USU Friends Giving. 
“This new USU Friends Giving initiative is fantastic as well,” she said. “I 

love that it targets the specific needs of the Cache Community Food Pan-
try rather than just us giving them donated items they may not really be 
in need of. I think a lot of groups on campus will miss Stuff-A-Bus as it is 
an activity and service they look forward to each year. However, I feel like 
we will be able to include groups in tabling around campus and get them 
involved in collecting certain items that are needed in the years to come.” 

“I hope that this service project becomes a community wide thing just 
as Stuff-A-Bus was but I know that will take time,” Stoker continued. “My 
favorite thing about this new initiative is the focus on the needs rather 
than just the giving. It is important that we are providing service that is 
most beneficial to those in need and I feel like the USU Friends Giving 
project will accomplish this.” 

USU Friends Giving began Nov. 15 and will continue until Dec. 13. Do-
nations can be dropped off at the Taggart Student Center in room 332B. 

— karcinrose@gmail.com
 @harris_karcin

By Karcin Harris
NEWS STAFF WRITER

PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen
Utah State University students particiapte in Stuff-a-Bus in Logan, Utah, on Nov. 20, 2017. 

Stuff-a-Bus is a food drive put on by the Service Center at USU where buses full of students 
drive to different areas of the community to collect food donations.

Why does the library 
not have a back door?

Plenty of students have wondered, why is there only one door to 
the library. Jazen Deans, a student at Utah State University, said 
that it’s a topic that frequently comes up among his co-workers at 
the USU Information Technology Computer Labs but no one seems 
to know why. 
“This is such a large building. It should have another door. When 

we leave for the day, it’s often a pain to get to our cars,” Deans said. 
“We should be able to leave through a back door and not have to 
walk around the whole building.” 
USU Dean of Libraries Brad Cole said there is no straightforward 

answer on why the library doesn’t have a back door. Instead, it is a 
mix of factors. 
To begin with, the single entrance to the Merrill-Cazier Library 

gives the library staff an easy way to control the ongoings of the 
library, according to Cole. “One door allows us to control the flow 
of people and materials in-and-out of the building,”
 Cole said. 
The next problem is the fact that the library was simply not de-

signed to have more than one student entrance, according to Cole. 
“The practically of putting in a back door would be difficult, kind of 
funky and expensive,” Cole said.
Cole said there are other doors around the building, but they are 

either for maintenance or emergency exists. In order to make a 
suitable back door to the library, what ever area they choose would 
need a massive overhall. 
“We would rather spend resources on helping student success,” 

Cole said. “I’m not sure a back door would provide that.”
Despite the many points against the case for the library getting a 

back door, some students still want one.
“I don’t mind it too much, but it would be nice if there was another 

door in the back,” USU student Julia Nelson said. 
All in all, the library will most likely not be getting another door 

anytime soon but that doesn’t mean the library isn’t changing, ac-
cording to Cole. 
“We try to react to student needs when we can, and we then try to 

prioritize what will help students succeed,” Cole said. “Just recent-
ly,the library has added a family study room, a lactation room and 
have expanded the databank.” 

—brianne.winegar@aggiemail.usu.edu

PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen
The Utah State University Merrill-Cazier Library in Spring, 2016. 

By Brianne Winegar
NEWS STAFF WRITER

In the wake of several reported sexual 
assaults at Utah State University this se-
mester, Utah State University Police De-
partment wants students and faculty to 
know that the department is still taking 
measures to prevent and respond to sexu-
al assaults on campus.
Following 3 sexual assaults cases report-

ed on USU’s Logan during the HOWL, an 
annual USU Halloween event, USU Police 
have been focusing on maintaining their 
presence at night time events on campus, 
including the recent pregame campout in 
the USU Fieldhouse.
 Captain Kent Harris of the USU Police 

said the police presence at the event was 
due to a proactive effort by USU Police to 
maintain campus safety.
 “We weren’t asked to attend, but we 

were like, ‘we want to make sure that we 
have somebody walking through there,’” 
Harris said. “We were proactive and had 
the graveyard officers wandering through 
there throughout the evening, making 
sure there were no problems.”
According to Braden Tomlinson, Utah 

State University Student Association Vice 
President of athletics and campus recre-
ation, preventing further sexual assaults 
or other safety issues from occurring at 
the campout was a major concern for stu-
dents and University leadership.
“That was one of our biggest goals, es-

pecially following the HOWL and what 
had happened. That helps with a lot of 
the concerns people had, so we’re glad it 
worked out that way,” Tomlinson said. “I 
think the event went really, really well.”
However, Harris emphasized that there 

is only so much that officers can do to pre-
vent sexual assaults, especially at events 
like the HOWL. Harris said while a force 
of over 40 officers from USU Police, Lo-
gan City Police, Cache County Sheriff ’s 
office and additional hired security were 
at the event, the sheer number of people 

made it impossible to catch everything.
“You’ve got 4000 people crammed into 

one little area...When the officers do 
walk through there, they’re just trying to 
get through,” Harris said. “Trying to see 
things like [the sexual assaults] would be 
pretty darn difficult.”
Still, Harris said USU police were able 

to successfully identify and prevent a 
number of safety concerns from occurring 
while at the event, and removed several 
intoxicated individuals before they “made 
it too far into the student section.”
USU has been involved in several high 

profile sexual assault cases in recent 
years, and is currently involved in a law-
suit filed by 3 women raped by former 
USU football player, Torey Green. A 2019 
report on sexual misconduct at USU also 
indicated that 10 percent of participating 
students had experienced non-consensual 
sexual contact while a student at USU
According to Harris, USU Police hasn’t 

changed their response to sexual assault 

in recent years. “We respond just like we 
always have. We meet with the victim, we 
[learn] what occurred and we investigate 
the allegation from there,” Harris said.
 Harris emphasized that the department 

works closely with USU’s Title IX office 
and Sexual Assault and Anti-Violence 
Information Office (SAAVI), and teach 
a Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) class 
each semester. According to Harris, ex-
ecutive director Public Safety Earl Morris 
is working with SAAVI to get a victim’s 
advocate down at the police department.
Harris said above all he wants students 

to know USU Police officers care about 
students and want to help.
“I’d like to make sure that [students] 

know that we’re here to help, and that we 
are a resource for them,” Harris said. “We 
want to make sure that our campus is the 
safest campus out there in the country.”

jshwilki@gmail.com
 @jshwilki

By Josh Wilkinson
NEWS STAFF WRITER

‘We’re here to help’
USU Police reassures efforts to combat sexual assault

FILE PHOTO 
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asking them to donate. It was also a great opportunity for different orga-
nizations around campus to do service together on a Sunday or Monday 
night that didn’t take a ton of time and helped unite their groups. I feel like 
it was a great example of service uniting our campus and the community.”

Stoker mentioned a few problems with the program. 
“However, it was hard because we’d go out later in the evenings often 

when it was dark and cold,” she said. “So it was sometimes a little tricky 
and could have been invasive to the community members with kids or 
just the fact that it was dark out and we were coming to their home. It was 
also expensive to pay for busing around the community. But we were able 
to collect a lot of food each week.”

Stoker was optimistic about the change to USU Friends Giving. 
“This new USU Friends Giving initiative is fantastic as well,” she said. “I 

love that it targets the specific needs of the Cache Community Food Pan-
try rather than just us giving them donated items they may not really be 
in need of. I think a lot of groups on campus will miss Stuff-A-Bus as it is 
an activity and service they look forward to each year. However, I feel like 
we will be able to include groups in tabling around campus and get them 
involved in collecting certain items that are needed in the years to come.” 

“I hope that this service project becomes a community wide thing just 
as Stuff-A-Bus was but I know that will take time,” Stoker continued. “My 
favorite thing about this new initiative is the focus on the needs rather 
than just the giving. It is important that we are providing service that is 
most beneficial to those in need and I feel like the USU Friends Giving 
project will accomplish this.” 

USU Friends Giving began Nov. 15 and will continue until Dec. 13. Do-
nations can be dropped off at the Taggart Student Center in room 332B. 

— karcinrose@gmail.com
 @harris_karcin
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ecutive director Public Safety Earl Morris 
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advocate down at the police department.
Harris said above all he wants students 

to know USU Police officers care about 
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Gonna tell my kids this was Utah State 
University
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@USUAggies
Gonna tell my kids that this is Hog-
warts

It is not uncommon to see Rachel Cham-
berlain, Quinney College of Natural Re-
sources senator, living it up in the great 
outdoors. 
Whether it’s mountain biking, trail run-

ning, snowboarding or bumping a volley-
ball, she’s there with a smile. This love for 
nature began as a child but has recently 
grown to be more than just a few hobbies. 
Rather, it’s become the start of a career 
and an avenue to improve Utah State Uni-
versity. 
Chamberlain was born in California and 

raised in Salt Lake City before moving to 
Logan to attend USU. For her, the school 
seemed like an obvious choice because of 
its beautiful location and its short distance 
from home and, more than anything, the 
Natural Resources Department. She felt 
it was well-established and offered many 
opportunities, such as scholarships and in-
ternships, that she knew she wanted to be 
a part of. She is currently a senior set to 
graduate next fall with a degree in conser-
vation and restoration ecology, along with 
a minor in sustainable systems. 

“I think I’ve kind of always just had and 
felt a connection with being outside,” 
Chamberlain explained.
Finding out she could study plants and 

how they interact with animals sparked 
her curiousity. This interest has driven her 
to succeed within her major, turning heads 
along the way. 
“Rachel is an excellent student, hard 

worker and has been diligent in making 
the most of her undergraduate experi-
ence,” said Shelly Kotynek, Chamberlain’s 
academic advisor and QCNR student coun-
cil advisor. “She has done undergraduate 
research, worked as a member of a faculty 
lab, has participated in a study abroad to 
the Great Barrier Reef and been a con-
tributing member of the undergraduate 
student body not only as a Senator but 
throughout her entire experience.” 
Prior to her sophomore year, Chamber-

lain had no experience with student gov-
ernment. Yet, motivated by her passion for 
the department, she joined the college’s 
student council. It was through this experi-
ence that she was able to work closely with 
the previous natural resources senator and 
get a taste for the level of responsibility re-
quired for the position and the impact it 

could have.  
“It seemed like a good way to help im-

prove the college that I’m passionate 
about,” Chamberlain responded when 
asked about her inspiration for running 
for senator. “One of my main motivations 
was to help push sustainable issues and 
environmental issues, whether it be in our 
college or in the university — kind of more 
so the university —  and also to improve 
student access to different resources.” 
Rachel was elected by the student body 

of the College of Natural Resources last 
spring and officially began the position at 
the start of the fall semester. 
As a senator, she attends weekly meet-

ings with senators from the other colleges 
in order to present and debate legislation 
and to report on the progress made within 
their respective councils. Her position as 
senator puts her as the head of the QCNR 
student council that works to better the 
college and plan events to promote rela-
tionships with the community. They also 
work to help students gain scholarships, 
grants and find opportunities for intern-
ships and research. 
“Rachel is one of the most motivated and 

ambitious people I know and never shies 
away from tackling a problem even though 
others may be complacent. She has a lot of 
innovative ideas and is fiery enough to see 
them all through,” said Maria Catalano, a 
friend of Chamberlain and fellow council 
member. 
Catalano has been impressed with Cham-

berlain’s dedication and desire to create 
change within the college in areas like cur-
riculum and diversity.
“She has also been incredibly passion-

ate about the important issues — climate 
change, for example — while still being re-
spectful of the wide range of opinions she 
balances across the college and university,” 

By Dara Lusk
STUDENT LIFE CONTRIBUTOR

see “Rachel” PAGE 6

“Jojo Rabbit,” a recently released satirical drame-
dy set during World War II, is not a perfect movie, 
but its story and characters still pack an emotional 
and heartfelt punch.
The film, which is labeled as “anti-hate satire” by 

the filmmakers, focuses on 10-year-old boy Jojo 
Betzler, played by English actor Roman Griffin Da-
vis. Jojo lives in Germany with his mother, played 
by Scarlett Johansson, while his father is away 
fighting in the army. Jojo is a devout member of 
the Hitler Youth, the German Nazi youth organi-
zation, wearing his uniform everywhere he goes. 

Jojo is so devoted to the Nazi party that his imag-
inary and best friend is none other than Adolf Hit-
ler, played by Taika Waititi, who also directs the 
film. Much of the comic relief comes from Jojo’s 
interactions with Hitler, which includes everything 
from handling live grenades to wearing matching 
swim caps at the pool.

Everything changes when Jojo discovers his 
mother is hiding a Jewish girl, Elsa Korr, in their 
house. As Jojo gets to know Elsa, played by Thom-
asin McKenzie, he must confront his ingrained be-
liefs about Jewish people and struggle to reconcile 
it with his identity as a proud Nazi.
While the movie grapples with dark and, occa-

sionally, horrific material, the movie balances 
these moments with the heart of its title charac-
ter. Roman Griffin Davis is the leading force in the 
film, bringing Jojo and his struggles to life on the 
screen. With Jojo appearing in nearly every scene 
of the movie, Roman lets the audience tap into 
Jojo’s emotions and experience as a child in Nazi 
Germany.
While the story occasionally struggles with pac-

ing, Waititi does an excellent job overall as director, 
sharing a message of love and understanding. The 
film differs greatly from his previous movie, “Thor: 
Ragnarok,” but provides plenty of laughs, some 
tense moments and even a few heart-wrenching 
ones.
The heart of this film is what makes “Jojo Rabbit” 

work, and that heart will keep its message in the 
minds of its audience long after the credits roll.

—alek.nelson@aggiemail.usu.edu

By Alek Nelson
STUDENT LIFE COPY EDITOR

“Jojo Rabbit”: An imperfect yet lovely film

Meet your Senator — Rachel Chamberlain
Outdoor enthusiast serves as 2019-2020  QCNR Senator

PHOTO COURTESY OF Rachel Chamberlain
Rachel Chamberlain is serving as the 2019-2020 Senator for the Quinney College of Natural Resources. 
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@GageCarling
Is it time to tweet about how we all 
want a back door for the library again 
or are we waiting a couple more 
weeks

PHOTO COURTESY OF Rachel Chamberlain
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Utah State hockey outshot by stiff 
competition in Beehive showcase
By Scott Froehlich
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

PHOTO BY Chantelle Mccall

The Utah State University Aggies hockey team 
hosted and competed in the annual “Beehive 
Showcase” Nov. 21-24. The Aggies opened with a 
win, but dropped their next three games across the 
series.
A total of seven teams competed in the event, 

headlined by no. 1 ranked University of Mary and 
the fourth-ranked University of Northern Arizona 
Ice Jacks. On Nov. 21, NAU’ first game of the show-
case was against no. 5 ranked Utah State, which 
proved to be a test for both teams.
In the first period, USU’s Conner McKeachnie 

opened the scoring nine minutes into the game, 
setting the stage for a see-saw match. Shortly af-
ter McKeachnie’s goal, NAU’s Rayce Miller put one 
past Aggie goalie Ethan Wiese to tie the game.
Unfazed by the goal, the Aggies struck back just 

one minute later to put them up 2-1, a lead they 
took heading into the second period.
The middle 20 minutes was relatively uneventful 

scoring-wise, as the Ice Jacks were the only team 
to register a goal, which knitted the game at two. 
It was the final period, however, where the pucks 
would fly.
The Ice Jacks continued to pressure the Aggies, 

scoring the next two goals in the first 10 minutes of 
the third. With the score at 4-2 and half the period 
gone, it looked as if USU was destined for a loss. 
However, a goal by Olli Jansson after a produc-
tive power play expired brought the Aggies within 
striking distance, 4-3.
Jansson’s goal breathed new life into USU and 

the team went on to score two unanswered goals 
within four minutes to go, taking a 5-3. The score 
held and the Aggies went on to win their first game 
of the showcase.
Game two was not as fruitful for USU, as the 

team struggled to gain their footing against the 
next opponent, the University of Northern Colora-
do Bears. 
After an early penalty committed by the Aggies, 

Bears forward Jake Seibold scored on the subse-
quent power play. Following the goal, both teams 
played back-and-forth, fast-paced and physical 
hockey. Each had quality chances, while both goal-
ies did a good job stopping every shot. It was not, 
however, enough for USU to get the puck in the 
back of the net and the first period ended with a 
1-0 lead for UNC
USU did have a momentary reversal of fortune, 

as mid-way through the second Keegan O’Brien 
scored during a net-front skirmish to tie the game. 
Then, less than three minutes later, UNC scored off 
a strange bounce, with the credit going to forward 

Nick Sheridan. The Bears took the lead, and mo-
mentum, into the locker room after the second.
The third period was just as contentious as the 

first two, with each team trading chances and 
both goalies playing solid between the pipes. Ag-
gie goalie Colter Pritchard had an especially high-
light-reel worthy series in which he made several 
saves.
As the game wound down, UNC pulled away and 

the Bears’ Seibold scored his second goal of the 
game and put the team up 3-1 over USU, with only 
three minutes remaining in regulation time. To put 

PHOTO BY Chanetelle Mccall
Utah State hockey hosted the annual Beehive Showcase this past weekend, going 1-3 in four games. The Aggies are now 8--8 on the season.

the nail in the coffin, Sheridan notched his second 
goal and put the game out of reach, 4-1 UNC. 
Reflecting on the game, head coach Todd Renae 

laid out what the team needed to do to bounce 
back from the loss. 
“We will need to focus on playing as a team. Buy-

ing into the systems and running them correctly 
and with discipline. Huge chance for redemption 
from last night vs UNC tonight,” he said.

Visit The Utah Statesman online to read the re-
cap for games three and four.

USU men’s basketball opens Jamaican 
Classic with 19-point comeback win

At halftime of its first game away from the Dee 
Glen Smith Spectrum, No. 15 Utah State did not 
look like the 15th-ranked team in the country. 
The night’s opponent, LSU, held a 44-30 lead at 
the break and were dominating the Aggies in al-
most every aspect of the game.
But in the locker room at the Montego Bay Con-

vention Centre in Montego Bay, Jamaica, senior 
guard Diogo Brito kept muttering a phrase to 
himself, over and over.
“We’re going to win this game.”
That stubborn optimism and refusal to give up 

fueled what became one of the best comebacks in 
recent USU history. Despite being down 19 points 
in the second half away from home and with one 
of its best players (sophomore center Neemias 
Queta) sitting on the bench, Utah State found a 
way to win.
“That’s who we are as a team,” USU senior guard 

Sam Merrill said. “We just know that there’s al-
ways a chance and that we’ve got to find a way to 
win and fortunately we did tonight.”
In that first half, LSU made six of its first nine 

3-point attempts, were 9-of-18 from deep in 
the first half and made 51.5 percent of its shots 
overall (17-33). It was a red-hot shooting per-
formance uncharacteristic of an LSU team that 
arrived in Jamaica averaging just over five made 
3-pointers a game.
Utah State, on the other hand, couldn’t throw a 

ball into the nearby Carribean in the opening 20, 
making 34.4 percent of its shots and a paltry 4-of-
13 on shots beyond the arc.
“We weren’t being aggressive enough that first 

half,” sophomore forward Justin Bean said. 
“Thought (LSU) really set the tone, hit some 
tough shots, credit to them, they shot out of their 
minds and we just let them get too comfortable 
so we just had to really get into them, make them 

By Jason Walker
SENIOR SPORTS WRITER

uncomfortable and force some good offensive 
possessions on the other end.”
“A lot of our mistakes (were) self-inflicted,” head 

coach Craig Smith said postgame on 1280 The 
Zone. “It was like, ‘guys, we’re just doing undisci-
plined, nervous-nelly types of things.’”
In that second half, things changed. Gradually. 

After LSU tallied its largest lead of 19 points with 
16:32 left in the game, Utah State began to chip 
away. A 4-0 run here, a 5-0 run there. The Ag-
gies were able to make subtle, and not-so-subtle, 
adjustments that played into weaknesses Smith 
knew were there.
“Going into the game, we knew that their Achil-

les’ heel was they turn it over a lot. And my gut 
feeling this whole game was that we should be 
pressing and junking (the game) up at times,” 
Smith said on 1280. “And once we started press-

ing routinely, that’s when the game really flipped.”
In the first half, the Tigers committed just five 

turnovers. In the second, that number rose to 
11. As a result, LSU didn’t score back-to-back un-
answered buckets after that 19 points lead until 
midway through the second half after USU had 
cut the lead to seven points. Then Tigers made a 
recovery run to turn a 62-57 game into a 69-57 
contest.
“This one was an emotional roller coaster to be 

quite frank,” Bean said. “It took a lot of mental 
toughness. Just staying together is something we 
preach from the beginning of the season, even 
into the summer. We had to overcome a lot to get 
to where we were.”
That blow could have been the end, but the Ag-

gies still refused to go away. Merrill, Bean and 
Alphonso Anderson teamed up on the offensive 

end to carry Utah State to the finish line. Over 
the last 7:56 after going down by 12 again, USU 
outscored the Tigers 23-9. All of those 23 points 
came from Merrill, Bean or Anderson.
Merrill had 10 points in the final eight minutes 

(out of 24 on the night). It was he who made the 
go-ahead shot with 57 seconds left — an off-bal-
anced 3-pointer off the assist from Abel Porter.
Anderson showed tremendous poise, making 

five of his last six shots, including a game-tying 
3-pointer with 3:36 on the clock. Bean’s signature 
play and an initial go-ahead (though LSU briefly 
took the lead back) came on a fast break started 
by a Brito steal.
After picking off a pass from LSU’s leading scorer, 

Skylar Mays, Brito pushed the ball up the court. 
He then threaded a pass across the hardwood to 
Bean who finished with an and-one layup which 
wound up giving USU its first lead of the game 
77-74.
“Diogo, he’s always looking up the floor. He’s re-

ally unselfish,” Bean said. “I just started to attack 
at an angle and he threw that thing, threaded the 
needle, perfect pass and I was just told at the be-
ginning of the second half to just be aggressive, 
don’t let these guys set the tone so I knew when 
I got the ball I was going to go up and so I was 
able to finish it.”
Utah State sealed the game, fittingly, by forcing 

yet another second-half turnover. Mays, who had 
30 points on the night, brought the ball up the 
court after a missed dagger 3-pointer from Ander-
son. LSU spurned the idea of using its final tim-
eout in favor of a more chaotic final possession. 
Fortunately for the Aggies, chaotic is just what 
happened as Mays lost the ball in the halfcourt 
and it bounced into the waiting hands of Porter 
who lobbed the ball upcourt to Bean where the 
6-foot-7 forward dribbled out the clock.

@thejwalk67
PHOTO BY Geoffrey Berry/USU Athletics

Utah State senior Sam Merrill drives against several LSU defenders during USU’s opening game at the Jamaica Classic.

Broncos play role of matador, 
demolish USU’s MW title hopes
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of his 15 points and made the only two Aggie 
3-pointers of the opening 20.
“We always say (Brito)’s a Swiss Army Knife,” 

Smith said. “He’s just a jack of all trades, he does 
so many different things for us. He can shoot, he 
can pass, he can dribble and he’s an excellent 
defensive player and he’s just a spark plug. He 
showed that again tonight. He made some big 
free throws down the stretch.”
Anderson led Utah State in the critical sec-

ond half with 14 of his team-leading 19 points 

coming in the latter half on 6-of-7 shooting. His 
performance came just two days after Ander-
son scored 24 points (tied for the team high) 
in USU’s comeback win over LSU. After prais-
ing Brito in his postgame interview, Smith went 
right into lauding the season Anderson has had 
so far.
“Alphonso Anderson was really really good,” 

Smith said. “He’s kind of coming into his own. 
He’s the new guy so he hasn’t been down this 
road necessarily with us but he’s been a big-time 
spark for us all year, in particular, the last two 
games. Made the go-ahead basket around the 

rim. Just plays with a lot of composure and he’s 
really trying to figure out how to do things.”
When they weren’t coming from Anderson or 

Brito, Utah State found points at the free-throw 
line. The Aggies made the trip to the charity 
stripe 34 times on Sunday and made 27 of their 
attempts. Justin Bean spent the most time there 
with 10 attempts, eight of which he made. That 
helped Bean score his 14 points which, paired 
with his game-high 13 rebounds gave the soph-
omore forward his fourth double-double of the 
season.
Bean was awarded the MVP for the six-team 

tournament. He averaged 14.0 points, 12.5 re-
bounds, 4.0 assists and 2.0 steals in the two 
games USU played.
“He’s a real workhorse,” Anderson said of Bean. 

“It’s ridiculous how much energy he brings to 
the court.”
Though Utah State ended the game with a 

dominant run, the Mean Green did not make 
the late-game easy. Both teams struggled shoot-
ing-wise in a first half that ended 30-29 in UNT’s 
favor. However, North Texas went on a shooting 
tear to start the second half, making 10-of-16 
field goals in the first 10 minutes of the second 
half.
After the 9:36 mark, though, where a Umoja 

Gibson layup gave North Texas a four-point lead 
— it’s largest since the opening minute of the 
second half — Utah State reigned supreme on 
defense. North Texas would only score six points 
from that moment on and went 3-of-17 from the 
field.
“That last 10-minute stretch, everybody was 

locked in (on defense), communicated very 
well,” Anderson said. “We had a few slip-ups 
here and there but we were locked in.”
Utah State took great advantage of its increased 

defensive pressure by not just going 4-for-8 from 
the field but also 9-of-10 on free throws in the 
final 9:36 of the game.
Following the two neutral site games against 

LSU and North Texas, the Aggies will put its 
undefeated record on the line in its first official 
road game of the season at Saint Mary’s. The un-
ranked Gaels, formerly ranked as high as 18th in 
the AP poll, are 5-1 on the season and have won 
their last four games.
Utah State will have its longest interval be-

tween games this season with four games span-
ning Sunday’s matchup with UNT and the Friday 
game in Moraga, California.

 @thejwalk67

“Jamaica” FROM PAGE 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF Geoffrey Berry/USU Athleitcs
Utah State sophomore Justin Bean attempts a free throw during USU’s game versus North Texas. Bean earned MVP honors after averaging 14 points, 12.5 rebounds and four assists over the two-game tournament.

Utah State hockey outshot by stiff 
competition in Beehive showcase

PHOTO BY Chanetelle Mccall
Utah State hockey hosted the annual Beehive Showcase this past weekend, going 1-3 in four games. The Aggies are now 8--8 on the season.

the nail in the coffin, Sheridan notched his second 
goal and put the game out of reach, 4-1 UNC. 
Reflecting on the game, head coach Todd Renae 

laid out what the team needed to do to bounce 
back from the loss. 
“We will need to focus on playing as a team. Buy-

ing into the systems and running them correctly 
and with discipline. Huge chance for redemption 
from last night vs UNC tonight,” he said.

Visit The Utah Statesman online to read the re-
cap for games three and four.

USU men’s basketball opens Jamaican 
Classic with 19-point comeback win

end to carry Utah State to the finish line. Over 
the last 7:56 after going down by 12 again, USU 
outscored the Tigers 23-9. All of those 23 points 
came from Merrill, Bean or Anderson.
Merrill had 10 points in the final eight minutes 

(out of 24 on the night). It was he who made the 
go-ahead shot with 57 seconds left — an off-bal-
anced 3-pointer off the assist from Abel Porter.
Anderson showed tremendous poise, making 

five of his last six shots, including a game-tying 
3-pointer with 3:36 on the clock. Bean’s signature 
play and an initial go-ahead (though LSU briefly 
took the lead back) came on a fast break started 
by a Brito steal.
After picking off a pass from LSU’s leading scorer, 

Skylar Mays, Brito pushed the ball up the court. 
He then threaded a pass across the hardwood to 
Bean who finished with an and-one layup which 
wound up giving USU its first lead of the game 
77-74.
“Diogo, he’s always looking up the floor. He’s re-

ally unselfish,” Bean said. “I just started to attack 
at an angle and he threw that thing, threaded the 
needle, perfect pass and I was just told at the be-
ginning of the second half to just be aggressive, 
don’t let these guys set the tone so I knew when 
I got the ball I was going to go up and so I was 
able to finish it.”
Utah State sealed the game, fittingly, by forcing 

yet another second-half turnover. Mays, who had 
30 points on the night, brought the ball up the 
court after a missed dagger 3-pointer from Ander-
son. LSU spurned the idea of using its final tim-
eout in favor of a more chaotic final possession. 
Fortunately for the Aggies, chaotic is just what 
happened as Mays lost the ball in the halfcourt 
and it bounced into the waiting hands of Porter 
who lobbed the ball upcourt to Bean where the 
6-foot-7 forward dribbled out the clock.

@thejwalk67

Momentum is a fickle concept. 
There’s no doubt it can carry a team 
through a hard stretch to mount a 
comeback, March Madness being one 
of the greatest examples of this. For 
Utah State University football, howev-
er, it would be hard to make a case 
that momentum is something that can 
be carried over on a week-to-week 
basis. 
After two impressive wins against 

Fresno State on the road and Wyo-
ming at home — both took until the 
fourth quarter for the Aggies to pull 
away — Saturday showed regression 
to the mean for Utah State, suffering a 
crushing 56-21 defeat to Boise State.
Much to most people’s surprise, ju-

nior quarterback Jordan Love start-
ed the game after exiting last week’s 
game after the third quarter without 
much of an explanation. Love played 
a phenomenal second quarter against 
Wyoming the previous week and was 
a large reason why the Aggies were in 
position to win the game — putting 
up 223 yards of total offense in that 
single frame.
Whether it be injury, fatigue or just 

facing a quality opponent, the mo-
mentum didn’t carry over for Love 
against Boise State. His 154 yards 
passing in the first half was deceiving 
and the performance was much more 
of a dichotomy than an endorsement 
of his talents.
A lengthy 47-yard pass to Deven 

Thompkins was probably the high-
light throw for Love on the night, but 
his poor decision making was also 
on display with a pick-six throw tak-
en the distance by cornerback Jalen 
Walker early in the second quarter. 
As with most of Love’s interceptions 
this season, the defender knew exact-

ly what he was going to do before the 
ball left Love’s hand.
Utah State’s 428 total yards were 

mostly empty and both second-half 
touchdowns came too late in the game 
to really make any impact at all. Love 
was replaced by sophomore Hen-
ry Colombi at the start of the fourth 
quarter, finishing the game with just 
229 yards through the air on 21-36 
passing with one touchdown and the 
one interception. Colombi and se-
nior running back Gerold Bright both 
rushed for touchdowns in the second 
half, narrowing the deficit slightly 
and possibly easing the sting of what 
could have been a 40-plus point blow-
out on their home field.
Boise State controlled the game, 

from start to finish on offense, defense 
and special teams according to head 
coach Gary Andersen said.
“(Boise State)’s a great football 

team. It’s a physical team, it’s a tough 
team,” he said. “They beat us in all 
three phases and they obviously de-
served to win the football game from 
the get-go. Our challenge now is to 
bounce back and battle back and see 
what we can do to finish this season 
the right way.”
It was clear after Boise State took 

its first carry 35 yards that Utah State 
would struggle to contain the Broncos’ 
varied rushing attack. The onslaught 
featured multiple motion sets that fre-
quently caught Utah State off guard. 
By halftime, the Broncos had amassed 

383 yards of total offense, 231 of 
which came on the ground. Freshman 
running back George Holani set a ca-
reer-high by halftime and finished the 
game with 178 yards, leading Boise 
State to its highest rushing total of 
the season, 297 yards. Tackling was, 
once again, the genesis of Utah State’s 
problems on defense and allowed the 
Broncos to run wild and free on them.
“There’s a lot of things that go into 

tackling and I’ll first and foremost say, 
their running backs were bouncing 
off our guys pretty good so I think 
the credit needs to go to them and we 
need to continue to work on tackling 
and getting our guys in a position to 
be able to make those plays,” Ander-
sen said.

Utah State entered the game hoping 
to get a birth in the Mountain West 
championship game with a win and 
an Air Force loss, but left with one of 
its worst performances in a decade on 
its resume. There have been just eight 
occasions since 2000 that Utah State 
has allowed 56 or more points in a 
game before Saturday. The last home 
defeat by that margin was in 2008 
against the University of Utah.
Lost in the defeat, unfortunately, will 

be the fact that it was senior night for 
Utah State and there have been no 
short of memorable moments from 
that group over the past few seasons.
“You don’t go win those five tough 

conference games that we found a 

Broncos play role of matador, 
demolish USU’s MW title hopes
By Dalton Renshaw
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER

PHOTO BY Samuel Woubshet
Boise State celebrates scoring a touchdown versus Utah State on Saturday night. The Aggies lost the contest 56-21, eliminating USU from contention for a MW championship.

see “Crushed” PAGE 6
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(435)753-2500
capsa.org

If you have been raped or sexually 
assaulted, it is not your fault and CAPSA 
can help. CAPSA is a community-based 
nonprofit which provides support as you 
choose your path and helps you heal.  

#knowCAPSA

Catalano said. “I think that she 
has set a precedent of fighting 
for important changes at our 
university and I hope that this 
sticks with the NR for years to 
come.”
Kotynek agreed, explaining, 

“She has gone the extra mile 
to engage the undergraduate 
student body. She has been 
on a team that coordinated 

a climate strike, submitted a 
Woman of the Year grant, and 
coordinated an undergraduate 
research week just in the first 
three months of the semester. 
She is extremely productive.” 
Chamberlain encouraged any-

one interested in the major to 
reach out and take part in all 
that the College of Natural 
Resources has to offer: a wide 
range of scholarships, intern-
ships and research opportuni-
ties. 

While Chamberlain is not sure 
what she will be doing after 
graduation, she hopes to do 
something she enjoys that in-
volves the environment.
Kotynek thinks Chamberlain’s 

future is bright, no matter 
where she ends up.
“I look forward to seeing what 

she comes up with next!” she 
said.

—dara.lusk@outlook.com
 @daramarie815

“Rachel” FROM PAGE 3

PHOTO COURTESY OF Rachel Chamberlain

2015 and early 2016. Creator Matt Furie used 
Pepe the Frog in his comic book series, “Boys 
Club,” from 2005 to 2008 and it was never his 
intention for it to turn into something viral.
“It’s been kind of inspiring to me to see how 

mostly kids and teenagers are attracted to the 
youthfulness of Pepe,” Furie said in his inter-
view with The Atlantic in 2016. He never ex-
pected something silly that he would send his 
friends would become a major hit with internet 
culture.
It all changed when movements began using 

the image to promote white supremacy. Many 
used it to represent presidential candidate 
Donald Trump. Trump himself began to use the 
image frequently, which increased its use even 
more. Even Hillary Clinton added a section to 
her website about Pepe the Frog, calling him “a 
symbol associated with white supremacy.” Soon 
after, the Anti-Defamation League, an Ameri-
can organization opposed to anti-semitism, in-
cluded Pepe as a hate symbol in their database.
Internet trolls began to spread the image of 

the frog further, giving Pepe a Hitler-style mus-
tache or dressing him in a KKK hood. This an-
gered Furie.
“It’s my worst nightmare to be tangled ... for-

ever with a symbol of hate,” Furie said.
Furie began fighting for his creation to be re-

moved from websites and posters associated 
with white supremacy. In fact, in June, he won 
a $15,000 settlement against the radio show 
“Infowars” for using Pepe the Frog on their ad-
vertising. 
Another meme that was taken too far revolves 

around popular YouTube creator Felix Kjell-
berg, known by his online name PewDiePie. 
In the race against another channel called T-Se-

ries to get 100 million subscribers, fans began 
a campaign called “Subscribe to Pewdiepie,” 
in which posters were hung up and ads were 
purchased in places like Times Square and the 
Super Bowl to encourage others to subscribe. 

There was even a parade held in Estonia. 
A lighthearted meme turned dark when us-

ers began to take things too far. Racist memes 
were made about T-Series, which is based in In-
dia. A World War II memorial in New York was 
defaced with “Subscribe to Pewdiepie” carved 
into it. Then, to Kjellberg’s horror, the shooter 
who opened fire on a mosque in New Zealand 
in March used the meme in his manifesto.
“To have my name associated with something 

so unspeakably vile has affected me in more 
ways than I’ve let shown,” said Kjellburg, who 
ended the movement immediately.
Other memes, such as the OK hand symbol 

and Joaquin Phoenix as the Joker on a set of 
stairs made popular with the 2019 film have 
caused problems too, both online and in the 
real world. So many people have been visiting 
the stairs from The Joker film that it’s caused 
problems with traffic and tourism. All of this 
begs the question: is there a problem with 
meme culture?
“I don’t think the problem is the meme, but 

the person,” said Kinsey Brashears, a senior at 
Utah State. “Memes are often fun things, but 
sometimes groups of people take things too 
far.”
Brashears was not even aware that some me-

mes had been used for symbols of hate, which 
asks yet another question: should people who 
are unaware of the dark side of memes be chas-
tised for using them?
“I think that people who use these memes or 

symbols and are unaware that they are hate 
symbols or have bad connotations have some 
responsibility,” said Jeffrey Perala-Dewey, an-
other student at USU. “I don’t think it’s fair to 
put all the blame on them, but I would hope 
that they would do some research or under-
stand why that meme is no longer okay.”
There are always bound to be a few bad ap-

ples in the bunch when it comes to the creation 
of memes and how far their idea or image can 
be taken, but for now, it seems meme culture is 
here to stay.

“Memes” FROM PAGE 1

way to win without good lead-
ership, toughness and a team 
that’s together,” Andersen said. 
“That’s a hard deal for those se-
niors to go through that, it’s a 
hard deal for this team.”
It’s a performance the Aggies 

would like to soon forget, but 

with just one game left in the 
regular season, securing a spot 
in a bowl game becomes their 
main priority moving forward.
“Six wins doesn’t guarantee 

you a bowl game, I’ll tell you 
that much,” Andersen said. 
“Six wins gets you bowl eligi-
ble, it doesn’t get you an ap-
pearance. They have an awful 

lot to fight for and they need to 
get themselves ready to go play 
New Mexico.”
Kickoff versus the Lobos is set 

for Saturday at 2 pm MST at 
Dreamstyle Stadium in Albu-
querque, New Mexico.

 @dren_sports

PHOTO BY Chanetelle Mccall
Utah State sohpomore QB Henry Colombi runs with the ball during Utah State’s football game against Boise State at Maverick Stadium on 
Saturday night.

PHOTO BY Samuel Woubshet
A Boise State player breaks up a pass intended for Utah State junior WR Sean Carter on Saturday night.
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2020 BALLOT
Select the candidate or write-in who you think is best! Must vote 
for a minimum three categories to be counted.

SANDWICH

MEXICAN FOOD

COFFEE SHOP

STUDY SPOT

DATE NIGHT SPOT

GROCERY STORE BREAKFAST

APARTMENT BURGER

BANK

SPORTING GOODS

RESTAURANT

FRATERNITY

ON-CAMPUS FOOD

HIKING TRAIL

SORORITY

Bring completed ballot to  TSC 118 or go to usustatesman.com/best-of-logan

PIZZA

JEWELERY STORE

Alpha Sigma Phi

Alpha Chi Omega
Kappa Delta

Cafe Sabor

(435)753-2500
capsa.org

If you have been raped or sexually 
assaulted, it is not your fault and CAPSA 
can help. CAPSA is a community-based 
nonprofit which provides support as you 
choose your path and helps you heal.  

#knowCAPSA

While Chamberlain is not sure 
what she will be doing after 
graduation, she hopes to do 
something she enjoys that in-
volves the environment.
Kotynek thinks Chamberlain’s 

future is bright, no matter 
where she ends up.
“I look forward to seeing what 

she comes up with next!” she 
said.

—dara.lusk@outlook.com
 @daramarie815

PHOTO BY Samuel Woubshet
A Boise State player breaks up a pass intended for Utah State junior WR Sean Carter on Saturday night.
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O P I N I O N

PHOTO BY Charles Sykes/Invision/AP
Cara Buono, from left, Maya Hawke, Joe Keery, Millie Bobby Brown and Priah Ferguson attend a special screening of Netflix’s “Stranger Things,” Season 3 at the DGA New York Theater, Monday, Nov. 11, 2019, in New York.

Whether it’s the hit Netflix series Stranger 
Things or the recent horror movies based on 
Stephen King’s novel It, American consum-
ers seem to have a 
deep fascination 
with entertain-
ment revolving 
around Ameri-
can 1980s-style 
aesthetics and 
themes. It seems strange 
that this particular time 
period garners so much in-
terest, and it begs the ques-
tion as to why. 
Looking beyond the eccentric 

clothing and pop-style imagery of the 80s, the 
time period’s difference from twenty-first cen-
tury America is stark. Both Stranger Things 
and It transport viewers to the 80s as seen by 
the respective show's main characters, many 
of whom are teenagers. Although directed and 
produced by different storytellers, the films 
share a common theme. 
There are many distinct elements within these 

shows that are unique to American culture. 
Whether it be bike-riding, ice cream shops or 
childhood shenanigans, these shows present 
a cohesive narrative about the American ex-
perience in the 80s. Life as presented in these 
shows had its own distinct culture and nation-
al identity, and the popularity of these shows 
is indicative that this is something modern 
Americans yearn for. The United States’ focus 

on individualism and globalization has led to 
many great things. It is essentially the founda-
tion of free-market industrialism and has led to 
diversity in thought, behavior and production. 
However, our hyper-focus on individualism has 
had unforeseen consequences. It has led to the 
death of a common American identity. When 
one thinks about most cultures through-

out the world, there are tangible elements that 
can be associated with them. This is no longer 
the case for America. 
We often talk about the importance of diver-

sity, but fail to recognize that diversity is only 
possible if people are different. Mike Feather-
stone, an English sociologist at Goldsmiths, 
University of London, states in his book “Undo-
ing Culture: Globalization, Postmodernism and 
Identity” that a key feature of globalization is 
that “heterogeneous cultures become incorpo-
rated into a dominant culture which eventually 
covers the whole world.” 
As globalization marches forward, cultural 

differences and backgrounds will start to melt 
together, which leads to a more homogenous 
and individual-focused world. All of this will be 
paid for with the death of culture and identity.

The need to participate in cultural groups is a 
fundamental need among humans, and shows 
like Stranger Things are a reminder of a time 
in which such a feature was part of the fabric 
of America.

Kristian Fors is a student at Utah State Univer-
sity majoring in Finance and Economics and is 

an opinion columnist for the 
Utah Statesman. He can be 
reached at krfors@gmail.
com.

If you have a contrary 
opinion to the one 

found in this article, 
please write a 
brief letter to the 
editor and email 
it to opinion@
u s u s t a t e s m a n .

com. For specific guidelines about letters to 
the editor, please refer to the Utah Statesman’s 
website.

What does Stranger Things teach 
us about the American Identity?

 As globalization marches forward, cul-
tural differences and backgrounds will 
start to melt together, which leads to a 
more homogenous and individual-fo-
cused world. All of this will be paid for 
with the death of culture and identity.

By Kristian Fors
OPINION COLUMNIST

Are we paying for our individualism with our culture?

Cutout of a photo by Richard Shotwell/
Invision/AP
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HAVE A STORY TIP OR IDEA? 
CONTACT OUR NEWSROOM: 
435-797-1775 OR EMAIL: 
EDITOR@USUSTATESMAN.COM

Over 69,000 merchants including Amazon, Walmart, 
Target and more offer great discounts.  

Millions of products. We help poor children.  

Call for dental coverage today to help 
save money on big  dental bills.

Call now to get this
FREE Information Kit

 1-888-919-4729
dental50plus.com/utah

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; 
NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 AW19-1034

This is real dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company that helps pay for over 
350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even 
dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible
• See any dentist you want – including your own
• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day
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TO PLAY: Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. There is no 
guessing or math involved, just use logic to solve.
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SOLUTION FOR :  11/19/2019

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
Automotive

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation 
helps education, prevention & 
support programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-507-
2691

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-408-2196

Building Materials

METAL ROOF/WALL
Panels, Pre-engineered Metal 
Buildings. Mill prices for 
sheeting coil are at a 4 year 
low. You get the savings. 17 
Colors prime material, cut to 
your exact length. CO Building 
Systems 1-800-COBLDGS

Health & Nutrition

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 877-691-4639

Full Spectrum, CBD Rich 
Hemp Oil. Known to help re-
duce stress & anxiety, improve 
sleep, manage chronic pain. 
Lab Tested. USA Grown not 
Overseas. 100% Money Back 
Guarantee. Save Over 33% 
CALL NOW: 1-877-225-9169

Miscellaneous

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed 
Internet for ONLY $19.95/
month. Call Today for $100 
Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-866-360-6959 (some 
restrictions apply)

INVENTORS - FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and pre-
sented to manufacturers.  Call 
1-877-649-5574 for a Free 
Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consulta-
tion.

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE 
w/ DIRECTV Choice All-In-
cluded Package. $59.99/
month for 12 months. 185 
Channels PLUS Thousands of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. 
FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. 
Call 1-833-599-6474

Frontier Communications In-
ternet Bundles. Serious Speed! 

Serious Value! Broadband Max 
- $19.99/mo or Broadband Ul-
tra - $67.97/mo. Both Include 
FREE Wi Fi Router. CALL For 
Details! - 1-866-307-4705

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE 
Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 
1-844-294-9882

DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-877-927-4411

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-877-838-9074 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/utah

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-844-240-1769

Put on your TV Ears and hear 
TV with unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original were originally 
$129.95 - NOW WITH THIS 
SPECIAL OFFER are only 
$59.95 with code MCB59! Call 
1-866-233-2402

Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with AT&T’s Buy 
one, Give One offer. While 
supplies last! CALL 1-866-717-
7052

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered–to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks!  SAVE 68% PLUS get 
4 FREE Burgers Order The 
Favorite Gift - ONLY $69.99. 
1-855-400-2212 mention 
code:59104VZF or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/cook45

Send Fairytale Brownies - Over 
25% off for the holidays! 
Christmas Brownie Bliss - 36 
pc. Bite-size. Belgian choco-
late. Six flavors. Only $39.95 
+ FREE shipping. Order now, 
ship later! Call 1-844-652-
8199 and ask for item CR436L 
or visit www.brownies.com/
m97187

Give the gift of delicious 
oranges fresh from the grove!  
Four unique varieties. Twenty 
delicious oranges. LIMITED 

TIME OFFER. Only $19.99 ( 
$5.99 s/h per box). Call Hale 
Groves  1-888-641-9543. 
Mention item #487 and code 
HMVH-N202  or visit www.
halegroves.com/A12204

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-866-809-8003

Send a box full of winter 
sunshine this holiday season! 
Hand-picked. Mixed fruit med-
ley. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
SAVE 20%! Only $19.99. Free 
Shipping. Call Pittman & Davis 
1-855-724-4796 and mention 
item #MXFM and code PM-
VH-N189 or visit www.www.
pittmandavis.com/M10126

Personals

Meet singles right now! No 
paid operators, just real peo-
ple like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and con-
nect live. Try it free. Call now: 
844-400-8738

HELP WANTED

Staff Member Seeking appli-
cants for immediate employ-
ment: Little Wonders is where
young children come to grow 
and develop intellectually, so-
cially and emotionally. If you 
are organized, dependable and 
value inquiring minds, then 
we would love to meet you. 
Must love children and be
willing to uphold a high stan-
dard educational environment. 
Apply by sending resume to
lwsouthoffice@gmail.com or 
by bringing in a resume to 
3223 S Main ST. Nibley UT
84321
Email lwsouthoffice@gmail.
com

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Biggest Private Room at the 
900 Factory for Spring Semes-
ter!
Take over my lease for Spring 
Semester at the Factory! Its 
the most fun you’ll have
at school. Check out link for 
all the
amenities, its like a country 
club. I’m moving out of state.
https://900factory.com/
I have the biggest room in the 
apartment,
everything is brand new at 
the factory so very modern. 
YOU’LL ALSO GET MY
RESERVED PARKING PASS 
RIGHT
OUTSIDE! No walking!
$470 rent
$65 utilities
I WILL PAY $300 towards your 
first month

IF YOU TAKE OVER MY CON-
TRACT!
Great deal, call me today! 
70two-85nine-
928two

GO AGGIES!! UTAH STATE
UNIVERSITY USU
No advertisers or scammers
Email malibustacye2@yahoo.
com

ROOMMATES WANTED

Free Rent/helping elderly 
woman
We are looking for a female 
who would like to live with 
my elderly sweet mother,
free of rent, in exchange for 
doing her laundry and light 
House work and some
companionship, you would 
have your own bedroom, bath-
room and family room. Call
Angie at 435-512-0006. For 
details.
Email Angelasimmons.net@
gmail.com

COMIC BY Steve Weller
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C
11/27 11/28 11/29 11/30 12/2

Thanksgiving Holiday: 
No Classes
Utah State University
Logan, UT

Free Open Swim
2:00 - 6:00 pm
HPER Building
Logan, UT

Thanksgiving Holiday: 
No Classes, University 
Closed
Utah State University
Logan, UT

Turkey Trot 5k
10:00 am
Willow Park Zoo
419 West 700 South
Logan, UT

Thanksgiving 
Veteran’s Dinner
11:30 am
Cache Coffee
970 South Highway 89 
Suite 130
Logan, UT

Thanksgiving Holiday: 
No Classes, University 
Closed
Utah State University
Logan, UT

Novemberfest Arts 
and Craft Fair
10:00 am
Riverwoods Conference 
Center
615 Riverwoods Pkwy
Logan, UT

JDxRevival, Open 
Door Policy, Spirit 
Machines, Top Shelf 
Creeps
7:30 pm
$8
WhySound Venue
30 Federal Avenue
Logan, UT

Novemberfest Arts 
and Craft Fair
10:00 am
Riverwoods Conference 
Center
615 Riverwoods Pkwy
Logan, UT

Christmas In 
Downtown
4:00 pm
Historic Center Street
100 West Center Street
Logan, UT

2019 Logan Tree 
Lighting Festival
5:00 pm
Logan Tabernacle 
Grounds
50 North Main Street
Logan, UT

Women’s Basketball 
vs Dixie State
7:00 pm
Dee Glen Smith 
Spectrum
Logan, UT

Symphonic Band/
Cache Wind 
Symphony
7:30 pm
Chase Fine Arts Center
Daines Concert Hall
Logan, UT
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FORECAST

19  29

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
L   H

23  32
L   H

18  33
L   H

11  29
L   H

4   23
L   H

Be the Match Event
11:00 am
TSC Sunburst Lounge
Logan, UT

The Business of Music
12:00 pm
Chase Fine Arts Center 
Room 104
Logan, UT

Organ Studio Recital
6:00 pm
Chase Fine Arts Center
Daines Concert Hall
Logan, UT
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