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ABSTRACT  

Plasmonic nanorod metamaterials exhibit transversal and longitudinal resonance modes. It is found that the resonance 

intensity of the transversal modes (T-Modes) excited by the p- polarized wave is obviously larger than the intensity for 

the s- polarized wave at the wavelength of the transversal resonance, and the resonance intensity of the longitudinal 

modes (L-Modes) excited by the s- polarized wave is clearly larger than the intensity for the p- polarized wave at the 

longitudinal resonance wavelength, indicating a distinct polarization characteristics, which results from excitation of the 

different resonance modes of surface plasmons at different wavelengths. Moreover, the polarization behavior in near 

field regions for the different resonance modes has been demonstrated by the electric field distributions of the plasmonic 

nanorods based on FDTD simulation. In addition, the working wavelength of the polarizer can be tuned by the diameter 

and length of the silver nanorods in the visible spectral range, higher extinction ratios and lower insertion losses can be 

achieved based on the different resonance modes associated with the different polarizations. The polarizers will be a 

promising candidate for its potential applications in integration of nanophotonic devices. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Plasmonic resonant cavities are capable of confining light at the nanometer scale due to both enhanced local 

electromagnetic fields and lower mode volumes, which exhibit promising applications in sources 1-3, sensing 4-6, 

enhanced effects 7 etc. It has been noted that the conventional metal nanostrips as cavities with single metal-dielectric 

interfaces have large Ohmic losses 8-11. Whereas enhancement of plasmonic near-field coupling by designing two or 

multi metal-dielectric interfaces can decrease the Ohmic losses 12-15.  In this case, the plasmonic resonant cavities with 

the two or multi metal-dielectric interfaces can be expected to be applied in some optical devices. Polarizers enable 

control the polarization state of light, are one of the most fundamental elements used in the optical devices. In this paper, 

we report the plasmonic resonant for their application in the polarizers. 
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material library of the FDTD software, the simulation domain covers a silver nanorod which has an arrangement of 

hexegonal lattice in (x, y) plane, and the mesh accuracy is 6, the boundary conditions are the perfectly matched layer 

(PML) boundary conditions in the direction of z and the bloch boundary conditions in the x and y directions. The 

plane waves (s- and/or p- polarized light) as incident sources with the wavelengths covering from 300 nm to 1000 

nm are illuminated onto the cross-sectional surface of the silver nanorod metamaterial. 

 
Figure 1. Schematic illustration of a silver nanorod metamaterial when the incident light with s and p polarization directions impinges 

on the cross-sectional surface of the nanorods at normal incidence along y direction, where z direction is parallel to the long axis of the 

nanorods. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Near-field mode coupling of the plasmonic nanorod metamaterials consisting of the silver nanorod arrays has been 

investigated in our previous work 13. Reflectance measurements reveal the existence of multiple resonance modes of the 

nanorod metamaterials. Furthermore, FDTD numerical simulations display that the electromagnetic fields of the 

longitudinal resonance modes are focused at the interface between silver nanorods and aluminum oxide, and the electric 

fields at the interface form standing waves, indicating that the nanorod metamaterials can work as plasmonic resonant 

cavities. Also, the resonance modes of the resonant cavities can be tuned by changing the structure parameters of the 

nanorod metamaterials. Our previous investigations demonstrated the high-order harmonic modes of the longitudinal 

resonances are observed when the nanorod length increased to 280 nm. 

In terms of the plasmonic nanorod metamaterials for application in the polarizers, we only consider the lower-order 

harmonic modes of the longitudinal resonances. Figure 2 shows the spectra of localized surface plasmons of the silver 

nanorod metamaterials with the length of 150 nm and the diameter of 60 nm. The transversal resonance mode (T-Mode) 

at 523 nm can be excited by the p- polarized wave (e.g., the polarization direction is along the short axis of the silver 

nanorods), while the longitudinal resonance mode (L-Mode) at 704 nm can be excited by the s- polarized wave (e.g., the 

polarization direction is along the long axis of the nanorods). Moreover, it is found that the resonance intensity of the 

transversal mode for the p- polarized wave is obviously larger than the intensity for the s- polarized wave at the same 

wavelength of 523 nm. Also, the resonance intensity of the longitudinal mode for the s- polarized wave is clearly larger 

than the intensity for the p- polarized wave at the same wavelength of 704 nm. These results indicate that the silver 

nanorod metamaterials attenuate the incident light at the resonance wavelength (e.g., 523 nm or 704 nm) of one 

resonance mode (e.g., T-Mode or L-Mode) for one polarized wave (e.g., p- polarization or s- polarization), while, they 

nearly completely transmit the incident light at the same wavelength for the other polarized wave (s- polarization or p-

 

polarization), which exhibits distinct polarization characteristics. 
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The plasmonic properties of the silver nanorod metamaterials can be simulated by a finite-difference time-domain 

(FDTD) method with Lumerical package. The refractive index of silver is based on data from Palik (0-2 m) in the 

2. METHOD
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Figure 2. The spectra of localized surface plasmons of the silver nanorod metamaterials with the length of 150 nm and the diameter of 

60 nm for p- and s- polarized waves. Where, the T-Mode is excited by the p- polarized wave (black curve) and the L-Mode is excited 

by the s- polarized wave (red curve). 

 
Moreover, the polarization behavior in near field regions can be demonstrated by the electric field distributions of the 

plasmonic nanorod metamaterials based on FDTD simulation. It is observed that the resonance direction of the T-mode 

at 523 nm is along the short axis of the nanorods (i.e. x direction) based on the excitation by the p- polarization of 

incident light, and the electric field in the near filed at 523 nm is very strong due to their near filed coupling of the T-

Mode between the adjacent silver nanorods (Figure 3a). Whereas, the resonance direction at 523 nm is along the long 

axis of the nanorods (i.e. z direction) for the s- polarization of incident light, and the electric field in the near filed at 523 

nm is very weak because the near filed coupling of the L-Mode between the adjacent silver nanorods does not occur for 

the same wavelength of 523 nm (Figure 3b). On the other hand, the resonance direction of the L-mode at 704 nm is along 

the long axis of the nanorods (i.e. z direction) based on the excitation by the s- polarized wave, and the electric field in 

the near filed at 704 nm is very strong due to their near filed coupling of the L-Mode between the adjacent silver 

nanorods (Figure 3c). Nevertheless, the resonance direction at 704 nm is along the short axis of the nanorods (i.e. x 

direction) for the p- polarized wave, and the electric field in the near filed at 704 nm is very weak because the near filed 

coupling of the T-Mode between the adjacent silver nanorods does not occur for the same wavelength of 704 nm (Figure 

3d). Consequently, the plasmonic nanorod metamaterial exhibits an obvious near-field polarization characteristic at the 

same wavelengths associated with the two different resonance modes (T-Mode or L-Mode) excited by p- and s- 

polarized waves.  
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Figure 3. The electric field distributions of the silver nanorod metamaterials with the length of 150 nm and the diameter of 60 nm. (a) 

The electric field profiles of E(x, y) at 523 nm for the T-Mode excited by the p- polarized wave; (b) The electric field profiles of E(x, z) 

at 523 nm for the s- polarized wave; (c) The electric field profiles of E(x, z) at 704 nm for the L-Mode excited by the s- polarized 

wave; (d) The electric field profiles of E(x, y) at 704 nm for the p- polarized wave. 

 
In addition, the working wavelength of the polarizers can be tuned by changing the sizes of the silver nanorod 

metamaterials. Figure 4 displays the spectra of localized surface plasmons of the silver nanorod metamaterials with the 

nanorod diameter when the nanorod length is fixed. The T-Mode exhibits obvious redshifts from 494 nm to 523 nm, 564 

nm and 604 nm when the diameter of the silver nanorods increases from 50 nm to 60 nm, 70 nm and 80 nm for the p- 

polarized wave. In contrast, the resonance wavelength of the L-Mode doses not present clear shifts. Thus, the wavelength 

of the polarizers based on the T-Modes can be tailored in a wide wavelength range by adjusting the diameter of the silver 

nanorods. Furthermore, the resonance of the T-Modes excited by the p- polarized wave are very strong than that of the L-

Modes excited by the s- polarized wave, so the higher extinction ratios and the lower insertion losses can be obtained by 

the resonance of the T-Modes excited by the p- polarized wave and the out of the resonance by the s- polarized wave at 

the same wavelengths. 
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Figure 4. The spectra of localized surface plasmons of the silver nanorod metamaterials with the nanorod diameters of 50 nm, 60 nm, 

70 nm and 80 nm for the same nanorod length of 150 nm. (a) T-Modes excited by the p- polarized wave (dash dot curves) and L-

Modes excited by the s- polarized wave (solid curves); (b) T-Modes excited by the p- polarized wave for the different diameters of the 

nanorods (red curve), the resonance at the T-Mode wavelengths by the s- polarized wave for the different diameters (black curve); (c) 

T-Modes excited by the p- polarized wave for the different wavelengths corresponding to the different diameters of the nanorods (red 

curve),  the out of resonance at the T-Mode wavelengths by the s- polarized wave for the different wavelengths (black curve). 
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excited by the s- polarized wave, the resonance wavelength of the T-Mode has a slight shift. In these cases, the higher 

extinction ratios and the lower insertion losses can be obtained by the resonance of the T-Modes excited by the p- 

polarized wave and the out of the resonance by the s- polarized wave at the same wavelengths.  

 

 

 
Figure 5. The spectra of localized surface plasmons of the silver nanorod metamaterials with the nanorod lengths of 90 nm, 120 nm, 

150 nm and 180 nm for the same nanorod diameter of 60 nm. (a) T-Modes excited by the p- polarized wave (dash dot curves) and L-

Modes excited by the s- polarized wave (solid curves); (b) L-Modes excited by the s- polarized wave for the different lengths of the 

nanorods (black curve), the resonance at the L-Mode wavelengths by the p- polarized wave for the different lengths (red curve); (c) L-

Modes excited by the s- polarized wave for the different wavelengths corresponding to the different lengths of the nanorods (black 

curve),  the out of resonance at the L-Mode wavelengths by the p- polarized wave for the different wavelengths (red curve). 
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Figure 5 shows the spectra of localized surface plasmons of the silver nanorod metamaterials with the nanorod length 

when the nanorod diameter is constant. The L-Mode displays remarkable redshifts from 559 nm to 630 nm, 703 nm and 

785 nm when the length of the silver nanorods increases from 90 nm to 120 nm, 150 nm and 180 nm for the s- polarized 

wave. In contrast, the shift of the resonance wavelength of the T-Mode is not obvious. Aa a result, the wavelength of the 

polarizers based on the L-Modes can be modulated in a broad waveband range by changing the length of the silver 

nanorods. Since the resonance of the T-Modes excited by the p- polarized wave are very strong than that of the L-Modes 
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4. CONCLUSION 

The transversal and longitudinal resonance modes of the plasmonic nanorod metamaterials are investigated. It is found 

that the transversal mode (T-Mode) and the longitudinal mode (L-Mode) can be excited by p- and s- polarized waves, 

respectively, and the resonance intensity of the T-Modes excited by the p- polarized wave is obviously larger than the 

intensity for the s- polarized wave at the resonance wavelengths of the T-Modes, and the resonance intensity of the L-

Modes excited by the s- polarized wave is clearly larger than the intensity for the p- polarized wave at the resonance 

wavelengths of the L-Modes. As a result, the silver nanorod metamaterials attenuate the incident light at the resonance 

wavelength of one resonance mode (e.g., T-Mode or L-Mode) for one polarized wave (e.g., p- polarization or s- 

polarization), while, they nearly completely transmit the incident light at the same wavelength for the other polarized 

wave (s- polarization or p- polarization), which performs an obvious polarization behaviors. Furthermore, the electric 

field distributions of the plasmonic nanorods based on FDTD simulation presents the polarization behavior in the near 

field regions for the different resonance modes at the same wavelengths. On the other hand, the wavelength of the 

polarizers in the visible spectral range can be tuned by the diameter and length of the silver nanorods, higher extinction 

ratios and lower insertion losses can be obtained by the different resonance modes for the different polarizations. The 

polarizers can be used for the integration of nanophotonic devices. 
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