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INTRODUCTION 

The lobster genus Parribacus contains six living  

and one fossil species (Holthuis 1991; Chan 

2010; Nyborg & Garassino 2017). In the Atlantic 

Ocean, only one living species is known, 

Parribacus antarcticus (Lund, 1793); it has been 

recorded in the western Atlantic from Florida to 

Brazil and recently also from the mid-Atlantic 

island of Ascension (Brown et al. 2016). It is 

nocturnal and is often found hiding in crevices 

during daytime (Holthuis 1991). We here note the 

presence of Parribacus antarcticus at the Cabo 

Verde Islands, the first record of the species from 

the eastern Atlantic. 

RESULTS 

The mitten lobster Parribacus antarcticus is 

recorded from four different islands in the Cabo 

Verde archipelago: 1) Santa Luzia Island: The 

photo of the first specimen (Fig. 1A), taken by 

Kiyotaka Hatooka, came from a research project 

on marine biodiversity in the Cabo Verde 

Exclusive Economy Zone (OFCF, Overseas 

Fishery Cooperation Foundation of Japan). An 

ovigerous female of about 11 cm carapace length 

(CL) was captured at Santa Luzia Island during a 

purse seine operation in the night of 04 November 

2003 in 25-30 m depth. 2) São Vicente Island: 

The second specimen came from SCUBA diving 

in 18-25m depth. It was collected off Salamansa 

bay, São Vicente Island, in January 2012 by the 

experienced fisherman Roberto dos Santos. He  

told the first author that in 25 years of fishing he 

had never seen the species until a few years ago, 

but that it was now becoming more common, 

found only in dark shelters, particularly on the 

north of the island. The specimen (64 mm CL) 

was sent to Ehud Spanier and Kari Lavalli at the 

University of Boston, USA, who kindly took 

photos and measurements (Fig. 1B); 3) Sal Island: 

The dive instructor White Oliveira observed and 

photographed P. antarcticus in a lava tunnel at 

Palmeira, in 11m depth, on 23 November 2017 

(Fig. 2A). 4) Santiago Island: A film taken in 

April 2010 by João Sá Pinto at Ponta Grande 

(13m depth), Cidade Velha, Santiago Island 

(https://vimeo.com/82012872) shows a specimen 

of P. antarcticus at 02:35 (video-frame, Fig. 2B). 

DISCUSSION 

 Eight lobster species were until now known to 

occur at the Cabo Verde Islands. Panulirus 

regius, the endemic Palinurus charlestoni and 
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Fig. 1. A) Ovigerous female (11 cm CL) of Parribacus antarcticus from Santa Luzia Island (photos by Kiyotaka 

Hatooka in 2003); B) Dried specimen of  P. antarcticus (6 cm CL) from São Vicente Island captured in 2012 (photo 

by Kari Lavalli in 2018). 

 

Scyllarides latus used to be common species but 

their populations have been severely reduced by 

fishery (including illegal fishery using SCUBA).  

 

Other species are Scyllarus pygmaeus, Panulirus  

echinatus, Panulirus argus, Enoplometopus 

antillensis and Enoplometopus callistus (Wirtz et 
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al. 1988; Holthuis 1991; Merino & Lindley 2003; 

Freitas & Castro 2005). Distinctively with a more 

flattened body than S. latus, P. antarcticus has a 

dorsal surface with tubercles and the lateral 

margin shows large teeth banded with yellow and 

orange (Holthuis 1991). We do not know if 

Parribacus antarcticus is a recent arrival at the 

Cabo Verde archipelago or, due to its small size 

and secretive habits, has simply been overlooked 

in the past. In a similar case, Freitas & Castro 

(2005) discussed possible scenarios of the arrival 

of the Caribbean lobster species Panulirus argus 

in the Cabo Verde archipelago (larval dispersal or 

human transport). The capture of an ovigerous 

female of Parribacus antarcticus and the 

presence of the species at four different islands 

indicates a reproducing population. 

 

 

Fig. 2. A) P. antarcticus from Sal Island in a lava tunnel (photo by White Oliveira in 2017); B) frame capture of 

video (https://vimeo.com/82012872) showing P. antarcticus in a cave in 13 m depth off Cidade Velha, Santiago 

Island (video by João Sá Pinto in 2010). 
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