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Interactions between Senichi Hoshino, Former Japanese Professional Baseball
Player and Manager, and Children with Physical Disabilities:
His Attitudes toward Children with Physical Disabilities and His
Willingness to Interact with Them

Kenji TAKAO, Manabu MIZUKO, Arata SASAKI and Takeshi YAMAMURA
(Accepted May 30, 2019)
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Abstract

This study qualitatively analyzed attitudes toward children with physical disabilities on the part of the former
Japanese professional baseball player and manager Senichi Hoshino (1947-2018) and his willingness to interact
with them. The analysis was conducted to articles containing the name “Hoshino” and words such as “teeball”.
The articles were extracted a public relations magazine published by Asahigawaso. It was found that a mutually
encouraging relationship existed between Hoshino and children with physical disabilities. Furthermore, it was
revealed that children with disabilities were able to learn more about compassion and cooperativeness among people
by playing teeball, as led by Hoshino. This suggests that children with physical disabilities gained access to social
participation while also being able to voluntarily face challenges, thanks to Hoshino.
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