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P ULLETS often develop unevenly because of being crowded during the 
summer growing period. If 350 or less chicks are started in a 10- by 12-foot 

brooder house, the cockerels removed at ten weeks of age, and roosts put in 
the brooder houses 12 inches apart, there should be sufficient roosting room for 
all the birds. If more than 350 chicks are started, it is desirable to provide 
more roosting space. The summer range shelter is designed to provide addi
tional room for the pullets and thus relieve the congestion in the brooder 
house. The shelter may also be used for getting pullets out on range that have 
been started in permanent brooding houses. 

Fig. L-An 8-foot summer range shelter in use on the Ohio State University poultry farm. 

It is a common practice to let the pullets roost in trees during the hot 
summer months. The trees are all right in some respects, but there are also 
disadvantages. Trees soon become infested with mites and it is difficult to 
treat them to keep down this infestation; bringing the pullets into winter 
quarters is no easy matter when they roost in trees; and, in general, condi
tions can be better controlled in a summer range shelter. 

This summer range shelter is 9' 10" wide, and the depth may be either 
8 or 12 feet. The reason for these depths is that most of the insulation boards 
which are used for the roof are made in either 8-foot or 12-foot lengths. The 
8-foot shelter will take care of 120 pullets; the 12-foot shelter, 180 pullets. 
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The advantage of using the summer shelter rather than ordinary colony 
houses for thinning out the pullets are: 

(1) For the same amount of roosting space, the summer shelter can be 
built for about one-third the cost of :m ordinary colony house. 

(2) The summer shelter is more easily moved. 
(3) The summer shelter provides for more ventilation than can be ob

tained in an ordinary brooder house. 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE SUMMER SHELTER 

We have tried several different methods of constructing the summer shel
ter, and found the type of construction shown on these plans to be the most 
simple. In constructing the frame, seven of the units shown are first built, if 
a 12-foot shelter is desired. (It is only necessary to build five of these units 
for the 8-foot house shown in Figs 1 and 2.) After the units are constructed, 
they are nailed together 24 inches apart with the 12-foot 1" X 3" pieces which 
run lengthwise. 

Fig. 2.-Frame construction of an 8-foot summer range shelter 

The floor of this shelter is made of 1-inch poultry netting. At first, the 
shelters were built without wire floors, but it was found that water would 
run in under the house and make a dirty, insanitary place for the pullets. 
The wire floor keeps the pullets off the droppings and also makes it impossible 
for rodents to get to the birds. 

Although the shelter is built of light material, it is too heavy to be carried 
from place to place. For this reason, it is constructed on runners so it may be 
easily pulled with a horse, automobile, or truck. If the house is too high from 
the ground, difficulty is encountered with pullets going under it and getting 
into the droppings. Boards should be set up against the sides to prevent this. 

A 12-inch alleyway is left in the house to enable the attendant to walk 
through and handle individual birds (See End, Fig. 3) In case the poultryman 
finds it unnecessary to go into the house except to run the pullets out into the 
catching crate, the roosts may be extended clear across. In case they are ex
tended the full width of the house, it may be desirable to put the roosts 2 inches 
lower than the plan calls for. 
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Fig. 3.-Building plans for constructing a 12-foot summer range shelter 



A summei· range shelter may be built with an overhang, but it is easier 
to leave this off for the type of construction used. The overhang may add to 
the appearance of the house, but it does not add to its value. The insulation 
board which is used for the roof should be painted with at least two coats of 
roof paint. Tar roof paint may be used for this purpose. 

The front door is used only by the attendant. The small slide door in the 
corner is used as an entrance and exit for the pullets, and when the pullets are 
to be handled, a small catching crate may be placed at this door to catch the 
pullets as they go out. 

The advantage of the summer shelter will be partially lost unless it is 
moved to clean range often. It should be located on a clean alfalfa, clover, or 
bluegrass range where chickens have not been raised the previous year, and 
far enough away from the old hens so that the growing pullets and hens will 
not range together. The oftener the shelter is moved, the better it will be for 
the pullets. It should be moved at least once a week. 

Clean hoppers and water fountains should be placed outside the shelter. 
It is important that the pullets be provided with a large number of feeders. 
The summer shelter should not be used until the weather is very warm, such as 
we have in June, July, August, and September. When the pullets are ready to 
lay, they should be taken from the shelter to the laying house. 

BILL OF MATERIAL FOR SUMMER RANGE HOUSE 

The following bill gives approximate lengths of the pieces. Exact lengths 
must be cut according to the dimensions on the drawings. 

The sizes given are nominal, thus a 1" X 3" will be about %," x 21h" 
actual size. 

Size Length 
Name No. in Inches Feet Inches 

Runners ......................... 2 4 x 4 14 0 
Joists ............................ 7 1 x 3 10 0 
Studs ........................... 14 1 x 3 1 6 
Rafters ............... "' .......... 14 1 x 3 6 0 
Collar beams ...................... 7 1 x 3 1 5 
Sills, Plates, and Ribbons .......... 9 1 x 3 12 0 
End studs ....................... 4 1 x 3 3 9 
Door header ......................... 1 1 x 3 2 6 
End braces ................................ 4 1 x 3 3 7 
Door guides ......................... 2 1 x 2 1 4 
Door frames ......................... 2 1 x 3 3 9 
Door frames ......................... 2 1 x 3 2 6 
Door frames ...................... 2 1h x 2 2 0 
Door frames ....................... 2 ¥.3 x 2 1 0 
Roosts ............................. 24 1 x 2 4 6 
Posts ................................. 2 1 x 3 1 1 
Ridge pieces ......................... 2 1 x 3 1 0 
Ridge pieces ...................... 1 1 x 3 12 0 
Ridge pieces .......................... 1 1 x 2 12 0 

3 pieces 4 ft. x 12 ft. stiff insulation board 

1-inch mesh poultry netting: 
20 feet 72 inches wide 5 lbs. 6d cement coated box nails 
10 feet 60 inches wide 36 corrugated fasteners for door joints 

31h feet 30 inches wide 14 feet of wire · 
24 feet 12 inches wide Paint for roof 

2 lbs. staples 1 pair 3" strap hinges with screws 

The material for the summer shelter wiU cost between $20 and $2.'>. 
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