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Abstract.
The aim of +this thesis is to estimate the importance of
Modernizers in creating, developing, spreading and contributing
towards active Malay nationalism until it eventually succeeded in
gaining independencs. I wish to determine if it is true that the
reformist movement carried on by Modernizers has no connection at
all with Malay nationalism, that is to say as a religious
movement or perhaps nationalism still in the stage of religion.
Modernizers were somebtimes cetegorized like that because they
seemnsd to talkbtmu much about religion and because most of them
received religious education and tried to bring modernization
based on Islamic teaching.
We could only reach a conclusion about this matter by doing our
own investigation of the type of modernization carried out by
Modernizers. We have tried to discover whether they were only
interested in religious matiers rather than more genaral
guestions concerning development, fresdom, and more important the
independence of the Malay race. This investigation is divided
into several chapters with specific concerns, namely -~ religion,
education, the economy and politics.
This thesis consists of seven chapters. The introductory first
chapter tries to give a general description of Malay society in
social, political and economic aspects, &Speciélly before and
‘ by
during the time of the British arrival. It is followed{& short
discussion about British intervention in Malava as a tuwening

point in the smergence of Malay nationalism. Such a background is

ii



necessary  to enable us to understand subsesquent issues in Malay
development.

The second chapter on the Origin of Malay Nationalism up to
the time of Independence, tries to give a general treatment of
this phenomenon  in  relation to Chinese and Indian movements
during the same period. An attempt is made to investigate which
group is more influential in Malay nationalism. HMany views have
besn expressed concerning this matter. Some writers argue that
Malay nationalism started in the late nineteenth century as can
be seen in the early Malay uprising against colonialism. On the
other hand, some suggest that the real Malay nationalism only
existed when UMNDO was formed in order to abolish  the Malavyvan
Union proposal. The reform movement carried on by Modernizers in
the early twentieth century is investigated in the light of these
$u%iuﬁent%.

Chapter three specifically concerns religion and the views
on it advanced by Modernizers. What were the factors which caused
Malay backwardness?. Was it true that a misunderstanding of and
errors in carrying oult Islamic practice was the major factor in
contributing to Malay backwardness?. Were there any other factors
which also caused this backwardness, such as influence from
animism and some elements of waste in Malay culture? We consider
how Modernizers used religion as & tool to make Malays more awars
and discuss how Malay socieby reacted to their proposals.

Education becomes the main topic in chapter fouwr. Modernizers

believed poor education or complete lack of it also becams a
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major factor in hindering Malay development. We consider what
Modernizers believed to be the explanation for this. and low
standards of education. That is followed by a discussion of the
initiatives made by PModernizers in order to develop Malay
education to enable Malays to compete in the modern world.

Malavs were also always being said to be left behind in  the
economy, easpecially compared with immigrants. Chapter five looks
at +this gquestion in detail. . Malays were discontented when they
still had *fto stay in the villages with their traditional
occupations. Malays were denied a place in the new sconomy,
gapecially the rubber and tin industriess. Apart from the British,
the immigrants became the wealthiest group in Malava. We consider
the reaction of Modernizers in this matter, and discuss their
proposals to help Malays improve themselves.

Chapter six asks how far there wWas any political

consciousness among Modernizers. What was their perception of the

Colonial power and the Malay ruling classT. If therse was
political consciousness, how important was the role of the
Modernizers in  contributing to Malay nationalism. The final

chapter consists of a summary and general conclusion.
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Malay Society up to the British Intervention.

Before our discussion goss into further detail, I would like to
stress  that our discussion of Malay society concentrates on  its
common features even though there are naturally some differences
between parts of the country (1).

The words Malay, Malavan, HMalava, HMalavsia and Malaysian (2)
often cause confusion. The word Maléy means a parson of the Malay
community or race, and language. It also used for Indonsesians and
abrogines (3). Malayan refers fto a person of any race who has
becomse a resident and citizen of Malava (4). The word FMalavan was
created by the British to distinguish between the Malay and non-
Malay population. However, with few exceptions = most of thse
non-Malavse do not want to wuse the word Malavan. HMost of the
Chinese called themselves Hua Chiao (oversesas Chinsse) and still
considered themselves as Chinese citizens (5). The word Malayvan
was only freguently ussd after the 1940°'s.  For exemple, Oroziers
made his estimate of the Malavan population in  the following

, State
1o HMalavs divide according to tha[fwmm which they come. The
Malay Fingdom consists of 11 states such as Seslangor, Fahang,
Feralk, Negeri Sembilan stc. Most of the Malay States practise the
same custom except Megsri Ssmbilan. "Adat FPerpatih" is  their
custom. Malays are also segregated into several clans and speak
several dialects.

2« For example, E.H.G. Dobby, Southeast Asia, Universibty of
London Fress Ltd., eleventh edition 1973, p. 107.

E2. C.B. Eheng, "Asal Usul dan Asas Masionalisme Malaya', ir
Nasionalisme Satu Tinjsasuan Sejarah, C.B. Eheng % éAbd. Rahman

Iesmail (ed), Fajar Bakti, Petaling Jaya 1983, p. 88.

4. J.M.  Bullick, Malavsia and Its Neighbours, Routledge % Fegan
Faul, London 1967, p. 4.

5, Ibid, p. 886.



terms: "its seven million people include more than two and a half
million Chinese and 750,000 Indians or Pakistanis. Together with
the Malavs, they are called Malavans (or Malaysians if referring
to the citizenship of the new Federatiom)" (&), On the other hand
the Malays themselves, did not want to be called Malavan. This
concept was criticised widely in several newspapers and magazinss
at that time, such as "Majalah Guru", "Majlis" and "Suara Benapr"
and  many more (7). Malava is usesd to described the psninsular
region  originally of sulbtanates south of the Thai border  and
organised into the federation of Malava. Malayvsia is the
political combination of Malava, Sabah and $Sarawak into the
Fedafation of HFMalaysia, and Malayvsian is any national of the

Federation of Malavsia.

Before Hritish intervention the total population in Malava was
not oclesarly known. Howsver, it has been estimated by sseveral
writers at a quarter of a million before 1800 (8. G. Wint
sstimated during British administration initially about 300,000
people which later increased to more than two million, apart from
immigrants from Indonesia (9. Ness describes the population of
Malava as Tollowss

b. Brian Crozier, South East Asia In JTurmoil, Fenguin Books,
revised edition 19268, p. 30.

7. CLBE. Eheng, op. cit., p. 8%9.

8. J.C. Caldwell, " The Demographic Background", T.H. Silcock &%
A, Fisk f(edy, The PFpliticel Economy of Independent Malava,

Angus & Robertson Ltd., London 1963, p. 59.

Yo G. Wint, The British in Asia., Faber % faber Ltd, London 1947,
pe. 115,
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" oa century  ago  there were less than
a million people Iin the country, the

ovarwhelming majority of whom, were PMalavs

or Indonssian' (103,

Maturally the same position exists for the Malavs themselves.
Before the fwentieth century we do not know how many they were
gxactly. Again we have to use estimated figures. Fractically
?ﬁbm_i}%éfamw3~wgs”wﬁnhaﬁuné, and in 1B&8 was estimated to have
150, 000 ﬁ*@VﬁQDtﬁzincludﬁﬁ Frovince Wellesley (11). The Singapores
population  was estimated at about 100,000 people of whom &0, 000

were Chinese (12).

In  the vear 18%1 the population of Feralk was estimated at around

s 700 and  Selangor 26,5900 (13, Songail Wiong 9,300, ‘Negerid
Sembilan 325,300 and Pahang 30,300 (14). And the sstimated figures
for rest of the other Malay States population can be seen in ths

table in the following page.

Study of Complex Organizations in Stimwlating Economy Development
in the New States, University of California FPress, Berkeley 19467,
p. 39,

10. CuD. Mess, Bureaucracy and the Rural Developmsnt in Malavas: A

1. C.h. Farkinson, British Intervention in Malava 18&7-1877.,

University of Malava Fress, Singapore, 1960, f/note in p. 7.

2e Ihid, p. 12,

. E. Sadka, The Frotected Malay Btates 187418935, University of
Malava Fress, Fuala Lumpur 1968, p. 3.

4. Ihid, p. 4. Ses also F.G. Begbie, The Malaven Peninsuls,
Fy ey

Oxford University Fress, Fuala Lumpur 1967, p. 272, He estimabed
Fahang Fopulation at around 39000 people in 1833,

-



Estimated Fopulation in Malaya, 1835-1836.

State Total State Total
Fopulation Fopulation
Feralk H3,000 Johore 2%, Q00
Selangor 2y 000 Fedah %
Ligor 50, 000
Rambau G, 000 Felantan S50, Q00
Sungel Ujong Fe 600 Trenggant B0, 000
Johol E, 080 Femaman 1,000
Jempol By 000 Fatani 10, 000
Jazlabu 2,000 Fahang 40, GO0
8ri Menanti 8, 000 S
total 280, 680 (15).

Based on the above estimates, we can come to the conclusion that
the population of HMalava before British intervention was not
dense and most of them were Malays.

Generally, the physical appearance of Malays closely resembled
the other peoples in the Southeast Asian countries. UOne English

writer described the physical appsarance of Malavs as followsg

" Brown skinned people, mediuwm height,
with round heads and straight or wévy
hair. They are lithe and graceful in
manner but with a guick wit and senss
of humour" (1é67.

45050 setoe suvee aisee shbes Subts S4set Beses SeI00 Bebes shets Sesie 4eres SRERD SoeRs Betes Shevs SENNS Sesed esss deben

15. @Guote from Ooi Jin-Bee, Land, Feople And Econoony In Malava
Longmans, London reprinted 1964, p. 106,

16, J.M. Gullick, op.cit., 19467, p. 4; see also L.R. Wheeler, The
Modern Malay, Allen & Unwin Ltd., London 1928, discussed in depth




Until the British arrival, basically Malays lived mainly along
the river banks and the river valleys which are situwated on  the
sast and west coasts of the Malay Peninaula. They Llived in  the
rivering areas because of the importance of the rivers and seas
for communication, agricultws and  the netwre of political
control. At that time, land communication was very poor. Three
gquarters of Malayva was covered with denss jungle. Rivers and ssas
becams  natural highwayvs along which all goods and men had  to
pasS.

Ard, given the importance of the rivers to the FMalay setitlemsnts,
we note that every state was based on its own river system and
indeed the river svstem can be said to determine the states. Each

tate consisted essentially of one or more river systems. Fore

i

example, the Fahang river svstem, the largest in the peninsula,
formed the main settlement area of the state; Selangor comprises
the settled vallevs of the Bernam, Selangor, lang and Langat
rivers (177,

Rivers were not only important as highwavs for men and goods, but
also as water sources for daily life such as cooking, and
bathing. Rivers also functioned as the political base and revenus
sources for  fthe ruling class (18). They geined very big cash

under "FPhysical fualities of Feninsula Malay", and R.0. Winstedt
(), Malava: The Straits Settlements And The Federated And
Unfederated Malay States, Constable & Co. Lid., London, Bombay
and Sydney 1923, pp. B&4—-F2.

-

7. E. Sadka, op.cit., pp. 2-3. The center of Sungeid Ujong lay in
the upper reachers of the Linggi, and the settlemsnts in  Negeri
Sembilan followsd the upper Muar and its tributaries.

g, J.M. Gullick, HMalaysise: Economic Expansion and Mational




revenues by tax collection at the river mouth. ALl goods passing
had to pay taxes and by this way chiefs or the Malay ruling class
were able to establish states on the major river mduth% and later
#vtend their influence to the interior.

The Malays lived in "Fampung" villages on the banks of rivers.
Each village comprises ssveral houses made from wood. The size of
the esach village depended %;lely on how many houses were in @ the
village. The mors houses werse bullt the larger the village was.
NMonethelsss a distinction has been made between the small and
larger villages. The largsr village had a resident headman or
"Fenghulu"., To be entitled to have a headman together with a
mosqua  complete with its officials, a village had to have at
least forty houses (19). As a leadesr, the headman managed affairs
and became the mediating authority betwsen the peasants and  the
chiefs., The maximum size of the village was limited by the
availability of suitable land for rice and cultivation especially
areas which planted the wet rice. Wet rice reguired level and
well watered land, but the Malay cultivators reliesd merely on
rain  water for irrigation. Therefore, good places for planting
wet rice were very limibted.

How the Malay setblements were sstablished had a connection with

the immigrant flow from Indonssia. This process is described by

Unity, WHestview Fress, Toronto 1981, p. 34; also see genseral
picture of Malay Folitical System in J.M. Gullick, The Indigesnous
Folitical System of Western Malava, Athlone Press,  London

reprinted 1945,

19, HMMeNair % Wilkinson, under "Mukim® cited in J.M. Gullick,
1965, op.cit., p. 28.



Bullick as Tollowsy

The next party of immigrants would move on past them since

gasier Lo

BHl

=3

" a century ago they travelled into the
interior in search of & new home by polling
boats along the winding rivers. Theilr main
concern  was to find a place where they could
plant rice, their staple food crop, and so
support themselves. Land was abundant and
the local ruler to whom they would pay taves,
made bthem welcons. They found perhaps a
hundred acres alongside the river or one of
its tributaries which they could irrigate for
rice with brushwood dams and short cﬁannals
dug to the fieslds. Here they settled and a

Malay village began" (20).

clear a new site than to snlarge the area

it

of

ting village by taking in more land at a different level.

20,

Malavsia and its Neioghbours, 1967, op.cibt.,

Was

the

[



The Malay Economy.

The economy of the Malay was based on subsist@noe agriculture.
They planted wet rice "Fadi sawah/bendang” in the irrigated and
flooded fields. "Padi bukit/huma” dry-rice was grown in shifting
patches on cleared hill slopes. Therse was also considerable
fishing which used the very simple technigues from the rivers and
seas  (1). Fish was of considerable importance as & major souroce
of protein. Their other crops included bananas, coffee, tobacco,
maize, sugar cane, btapioca, peppsr and gambier which they grew in
rotation. Fruits were also grown around their houses and  they
kept  livestock such as chicken, ducks and buffaloe@ the latter
could also be used in the fields. All théga fruits and livestock
were grown and kept only on a small scale and partly for domestic
consumption. They only used very simple techniguss and relied
heavily on  the natural resouwrces like rain water, rivers and
fartilizer together with human and animal muscle.

Besides that, Malavs also collected jungle products such  as
rattan, bamboo and Tdamar®. All these things were {raded in
exchange for imported textiles, Javanese tobacco, salt and iron
tools. In addition there was a valuable export in  tin {from
several of the Malay States and a much smaller one in géld 0
Although Malaysia today is not considered to be an  important
source of gold, in garly fTimss the Malay Peninsula was best known

1 Raymond Firth, Halay Fishermen: Their Peasant Economy,
Routledge % Fegan Faul, London second edition 1966, pp. 41-54,
sze detail of typess and cost of eguipments.

20 B.aW. # L.Y. Andava, A History of Malavsia, Macmillan, London
1982, pp. 10--173.




as "Golden Kherosonesa" by marly Greesk geographers because thers
were oold deposits in the Malay Peninsula (3. fMalay small gold
mines mainly were operated at Selinsing, Eechau, Fujum and Sungei
Muntan in  Pahang, Batu Bersawah and  Sungei  Lait in Negeri
Sembilan, the Fedana mine at Mount Ophir in Johore, and the
biggest one was at Fahang, around Raub. The production of gold in
the three states at the end of the First World War gives an idea

ot the scale:

Yemar (OUunces)

State 1718 1219 1229

Farak 1,257 1,091 |y REG

M. Sembilan =8 EE &

Fahang 17, 054 15,374 11,476
(4.

Doi states that the Raub mine in Pahang, produced 700,000 ounces

of gold in the fifty years since production started in 1899 (9).

A11 mines operated in Malava have now closed dmwn because 1t has

bheen found uneconomic to carry on production.

Ting less  valuable than gold, was far more extensively found.

Small tin mining industry had been started in the early years but
' - 11

with . primitive t@chnique§,~ﬂm Wmﬁk, famous '&ﬁij' "meandulang®.

2. Andava, Ibid, p. 12:  about Golden FEherosonese, ses F.
Wheatley, The Golden Eherosoneses: Situdies in the Historical
Geography of the Malay Peninsula Before ALD., 1500, University of

Malava Fress, Huala Lumpur reprinted 1966,
4. Buote from R.0. Winstedt (ed), op.cit., p. 185.

He ODoi Jin—Bee, op.cit., p. 314,

gt



The technigue of the "mendulang” was to dig ouwt the Ypay dirt®
(karang? and they used trays to shovel it into & stream
of running water. The heavy particles of ore fall to the bottom
while the soil (sarth) was carried away by the stream. The ore
was then smelted in a charcoal furnace and cast into ingots.
The +tin mining industery is of great antiguity and even - now
it s%ill makes & major contribution to the FMalavsian ECONOmY . in
this dindustry Malays worked on a part-time basis or worked as
their chiefs regquired (&). Chinese workers were to be  found
, was
widely working with Malay chiefs and later the industry f taken
over by the Chinese and Europeans.
The HMalay economy was basically closed and self-sufficient and
paetty trade was in the hands of the local nobilifty. Until  the
nineteenth century the monopolies of the trade in  imports  and
gxports waere in their hands. They also acted as entreprensurs but
alongside foreign Malays (Indonesians) or Arabs or  later the
Chinese. The carriage of tin was also in their hands. It has been

noted +that the Sultan of Eedab carried on  large tin  trading

-
if

speditions. He carried a very large amount of tin fto  the
Coromandesl coast of India in the seventeenth century (7).

7 s \ .
&e  SBee corvee system  under "Malay political system! in  the
following essavs.

7. E. SBadka, op.cit., p. 18.
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The Malay Folitical System.

The largest political wunit in Malayva was the state. The word
‘negeri" meant state and before the nineteenth century the state
was in practice a city, usually a port-city, especially in

"

political systems which derived from the Malacca Sulbtanate.
. ) {an'macl

However, atter the nineteenth century, the states were eitheriby
conquest  or by the allegiance owed to the Sultan by  independent
chiefs (1). The state was typically the basin of a large river,
forming & block of land extending from the coast inland to  the
central watershed. The capital of the state was the point at
which the main river ran into the sea, At this point the rouler
could control the movement of all persons who entered or left his
state. He could defend it from external attacks and he could levy
Caxes on its imports and exports.

The Sultan was head of the state assisted by several noblamen
"pembesar' and territorial chiefs. The group of the ruler was
simply called the ruling class {(Golongan pemerintah) and the rest
of the community was subject class "rakyat? (2). The Ruling class
comprised the Sulitan, noblemen and  the chisfs who gave
instructions and the rest who had to obey them. This position can
be seen from diagram in the following pages.

A ruling class and subject class was one of the basic elemsnts of

i" JuoM.e S GBullick, The Indicenous Folitical Svystem of Western
Malava, op.cit., p. 26.

e ibid, uwnder "the ruling class"; see also L.R. Wheelsr, The

Modern Malay, Allen & Unwin LLtd., London 1928, under "Malay type
gsection 1, 11 % 111" R.0O. Winstedt (ed), op.cit., pp. 102107,

it



Ruling class.

Noblemen &%
Chiefs.

N _.‘v"h't )

Subject class.

7
s

F

Malay political and social. structure. The subiect class was very
loyal to their chiefs. In consequence, most people had no

initiative. They only did whatever they wers instructed to do.

"I was one of the Maharajs Lela’'s fTollowers.

I must do what he bids me. I am his rakvat.

I would not dare to resist him (3).
The two classes, the ruling and subject class rarely intermarried
and fthere was a gap between them. Subject class had to pay
absolute respect to the ruling class. The subject class referretd
to themselves sither as "patek" when speaking to a prince, or as
"hamba datuk" when addressing a non royval aristocrat. If tﬁey met
on a path  the man of the subject class squatted down to put
himsgelf on a lower level. SBultan or Raja wa%ﬂé?%la in all states
ercept Negeri Sembilan where Yang Di Pertuan Besar or Yam Tuan
was useﬁ (43 .
Fe. gquote from Gullick, Ibid, p. &65.

4. M.G.8. Bwift, Malay PFeasant SBociebty in Jelebu, Athlone Fress,



Malavsia had a close contact with India and Islam over a long
period, and therefore had assimilated the Hindu and Islamic ideas
of kingship. The word Raja was used as a result of Hindu
influence until, with the coming of Islam, 1t was replaced by
Sultan.

The

ASBultan was the centre of power and was supported by a number of
noblemen  and territorial chiesfs wﬁu acted as his advisers. His
obvious role was to symbolize Qnity and order in the state. The
Sultan was theoretically the ownsr of the soil and the arbiter of
life and deathy appointments to office, concessions and revenus
monopoliss were in his gift, and theorebtically twanafen&d rno
permnanent or hereditary right. But ownership of thse amillhad only
a symbolic importance in a country where land was much more
plentiful than peopley appoiﬁfmwﬁs and commissions were usually
confirmations of power already established, and were in practice
if not principle hereditary. Furthermore, custom secured to the
chiefs a degree of control over the sultanate, giving them a
share in the determination of the succession, and requiring their
consent to all important state decisions and to foreign freaties
(3). The Sultan strengthened his position in various ways (&),

London 1965, pp. 222+ Generally, the Yang di Pertuan Besar's
position was the same as the Sultan.

5, E. Sadka, Ibid, p. 11.

o J.M. GBullick, op.cit., discussed in depth under the Sultanate.
Also ses, D.J. Bteinberg et.al, In S8sarch of Sowuth East fsia,
Fall Mall Fress, London 1971, under "Malay Sultans"i; W.W. Skeat,
Malay Magic: An Introduction fo the Folklore and Popular Religion
af the Malay Feninsula, Macmillan, London 1900, under "Sanctity
of the Body'.

13



weve
Some of them Ataken from the principles of Hindu hingﬁhip,adit WAaS

believed K@ﬁdtan was vested with "daulat":majesty. He was also
sacrasanct, It was said that if any one committed treason against
the Sultan he would suffer inevitables rebtribution. Several things
were reserved to him and used as a means of separating him  and
“Hn@. a
[royal family from the subject class. Nobody except/member of the
roval Tamily was allowsd to wear vellow clothes and rovality also
used a special vocabulary. The greaitness of the Bultan also can
be seen in his regalia (kebesaran) which consisted of weapons,
musical instruments, various insignia of office includkﬁ historic
jewels, robes and obther accoubrements, ritual ornaments and Vessel
articles of magic workmanship (7). The details of +the roval
regalia were differsnt in each state but the principle of
saparation was the same (8).
the

ObviouslyASultan was supported by the chiefs (pembesar) who acted
as advisers to him. Olosest to the Sulftan were the Tirst rank
chiefs who held offices which derived from the Malacca SBultanate.
The offices of the state were chief minister (bendaharal),
commander of troops and police (ftemenggong), harbour masbter and
collector of customs (shahbandar? and treasurer {panghula
bendahari). The above officials served in the palace (istana) or
at  least in the port town itself. In some states, chiefs wers
arranged in groups of fouwr (orang besar berémpat)u eight (orang

besar berlapan) and sixtesn (enam belas) ().

7. E. Sadka, op.cit., p. 8.
8. W.W. Skeat, op.cit., pp. 24-27.

2. E. Sadka, op.cite, pp. 1i-1é4y J.M. Bullick, 19635 op.cit., pr

14



The next political unit was a district (jajahan or dasrah). A
district was governed by the district chief who was appointed by
the Sultan. As with the state itself, the territorial chief was
usually based on a particular stretch of river. The chief was
entitled to obtain revenues from the district he commanded. Up to
the

ningtesnth century their revenuss came mainly from the passing
trades. In certain districts which were rich in tin, the chief
became richer and more powsrful than the Sultan and the chief was
often largely independent of the capital (10). His advice was
always asked for in important matters of foreign policy or  when
trade relations were being discussed.

The economic resources of the chiesfs were extremsly vawied, but
their revenue derived mainly from the ftwo sowrces, firstly
services Xtracted from slaves, bondmen and secondly taxes on
production and ftrades. Chiefs also could demand fres labour  from
the subiject class through village headmen in the district, called
the corvde: system or "sistem kerah'. This labour would carery out
tasks such as clearing the river, building housss or mosgue eto,
and the services could be required at any bime. Neverthelsss, in
pPactice there were limitations. Chiefs could only snsurs enough
tabour when they were able o provide food and asked for workers
at the right time. For example, labour was more easily available
out the harvest season. Swebtbenham helpfully gives the following
B7-94.

10. For example, Ngah Ibrahim was a very poweriful chief in Larut,

FParalk., See C.D. Cowan, Nineteenth Century Malave: The Origins of
British Political Control, Oxford University Fress, London 1961,




descriptions

Y o lWhen a chisf wanted labow for any
public o private work such  as bthe
clearing of a river, the buwilding of
a mosque o hoose, bthe manning of boats
for & juurney all fthe men within reach
wers summoned, through the village hesadmen,
to come  and wundertakes this forcsd labour,
for which no pavoent was  sver made, and
thouwgh the labourers were suppossd to be
fed as long as  the work lasted, that was

not always done (11).

The smalleat'political unit was the village "kampung'. The head
of this type of village was a headman "penghulua® (12} who was
also  appointed by the Sultan. The headman might  have an
arigtocratic connection with the district chief, but veﬁy often,
he was & member of the subject class. The appointment of the
headman to  the office was made by  the Sultan only as a
confirmation, as I mentionsd earlier, so the real facts leading
to  the appointment of headmen were obviously determined by
several Tactors. These important factors were (13): the headman
1l1.  GBuote by J.M. Gullick, 1965 op.cite, p. 108.

1. Ibid, p. 36, in modern times the "penghulu" is responsible
for a "mukim" (sub-district which may include several villages)

the headman of single village is called "ketua kampung" or  in
some areas "'pengoawa’ and "sidang'.

-

LA Ibid, they will be discussed in depth under "authority in the



often  inherited his office from his father or obther patrilineal
relatives, he was a member of a numerous and groups  in the
village, he was related o & considerabls number of his fellow
villagers, he was relatively wealthy, and he had the support of
his superior in the political hierarchy and he had prestige
arising from his personal abilities.
The headman becama2 the mediating authority betwsen the peasants
and the chief and was generally responsible for the maintenance
e,
of peace wibthin the area, for organizing labour  for corvie
system and for contributing men and money to the chief’'s defence
wag
force (14). The headman halso responsible for arresting criminals
and delivering them to the district chief for ftrials and
ov - 3
exercising a small judicial flmxn(:timn._.f\gmlwﬁ Vaviows Small

problems  (1%)  and fulfiﬂ@jvaPimua other requirements of the

district chief. Although the headman o anjoved high status

within his village and held responsibility, L he was still a

member of one family group - in the village.

I order to exercise his duty in the village, the headman  was
assisted by several officials. The most important person next fto
villape".

i4. 8.5, Bedlington, Malavsia and Singapore: The Building of New
States, Cornell University Fress 1978, p. Z8.

1%. 8. Husin Ali, "Social Stratification In Fampong Bagans A
Study of Class, Status, Conflict and Mobility in a Rural Malay
Community”, JHMBRAS 1964, pp. 2223, Two examples how headmnan
succeed to solve problems existed, the first one quarrel betwean
Malay and Chinese parents because of child and the othsr quarel
bhetween iy members in the family concerning inherited a piece of
land.



the headman  in the higrarchy of the village was the YImam”
(vicar) of the mosgue.
The "Imam" was concerned with religion and probably magic at ths
village level (14). His importance in religion came from the Tact
that he led public prayvers and had responsibility  for  thes
administration of the mosgue. At the samse time, he probably also
acted as a religious teacher. Im comparison with the village
headman, the office of the "Imam" was sgasisr bto achisve. The
"Imam” was supposed to know more about Islamic learning  although
great knowledge was not required. Obviously he was a hal who had
made the pilgrimage to Mecca.
The "Fhatib" is next to the "Imam", whose responsibility it was
to give the admonitory address (in Arabic and in  befween  in
Malay) at the Friday pravers. The leséew officer of the mosgue 1s
"Bilal", who made the daily call to prayer also in Arabic.

Wos he
Finally, the magician or "pawang”ﬁnmt[leaat important figurs in
the wvillagse. Hg performed the seasonal riftuals necessary  to
placate the forces of naturs, to enswres good ocrops or catches, or
to cleanse the village of accumulated malignant spirits (17, In
certain  arsas  the magician was also known as the spirit  doctor
“homoh' or “"dukun'. The "pawang" doctored the sick because he had
an esoberic knowledge of physical and mental illness, fogether
with causes and remediss (18).

16 JuMe Bullick, The Indigenows Folitical o
Malava, op.cit., pp. 138-143%. Sese Islam and magic.

17 W.lW. Skeat, op.cit., pp. 3&-61.

18. Ibid, pp. 408-457.

1e



"Ramwang"  or "Bomoh"  were normally men but o women  couwld be  a
"Fomoh'. For example, in Jenderam Hilir village, in the state of
Selangor, there were two  womsEn "bomohs" and one of them was
believed +to be able to relieve depression caused by spirit

bewitchment (1%).

i9. F.J. Wilson, A Village and HMalavsia: Social Values and Rural

Development, Hraf prsss, Mew Haven 1967, p. 432,
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British Intervention.
In 1786, EBritish (East India Company?! ococupation began in Malaya
when it received FPenang (FPulaw Pinang) from the Sultan of Eedah
in return for military support. Later in the early nineteenth
century, Singapore (1819 and Malacca (1824 wers put under
British control, and were known as  the Straits Settlements
(Megeri-negeri Selat).
Gensral ly, i the ninetesnth century the British were satisfied
with a non—-intervention policy in the Malay States. The British
were not anxious to spread their influence and extend their power
further inland into the Malay States before 1874, This policy
reflected their belief that if they tried to extend their powsr,
it might cause the intervention of othesr major powers such as
Russia, Garmany or France who also wished to develop colonial
wWere afso

empiras in the east (1) and svenfBritish jaware that intervention
in Malay states might lead to war with Siam. Howesver, beyond that
their prime concern waa‘trada (2.  The importance of the Straits
Settlements was as the strategic location between India and
China. Dowan described British policy as follows,

" British government had never been, and

wara not  in 18735, interested in the Malay

States for their own sakes. Their prime

1. N. Tarling, "Eritish Folicy in  the Malay PFeninsula and
Archipelago 1824-1871", JHMBRAS, vol. XXX, part &, 1957, pp. %-18.

2o bafe Mills, "BEritish Malava 1824-467", Oxford University Fress,
Fuala Lumpur, London, New York and Melbourns, permission from
JHBRAS  reprinted 1966, The Malavan Folicy of the East India
Company, 178461847, pp. 174-188.



concern was  British ftrade, sspecially frads
with China, and their interest in the Btraits
of Malacca and the South China Sea was

strategic, not colonial® (3.

Even in the sarly stages, the reason why the British took FPenang
from the Bultan of Kedah can illustrate the non—intervention
policy which they carried oubt. Pernang was not only important  in
trade betwesen England and China, but helped to protect India and
her comnmerce by providing & base for naval units (4).

In practicég the intention to keep a non—intervention policy in
the HMalay Btates was complicabted by the position of Siam, later
Enown as Thailand. Frior to the British intervention, Biam was
already establishing its influence and regarded the North Malay
States as vassal states — Hedah, Ferlis, Eelantan and Terengganu.
Moreover, the uprising of the Chao Fhaya of Ligor, the semi-
independent governor of the Siamese state of Patani after 1812
was  the beginning of an intensive campaign to assert effective
control over the Malay States to the south and this fthreatened
the British position. The British tried to prevent Siam from

wtending its authority southward. This led them to a policy of

i)

supporting the threatened states like Ferak and Selangor, $o0 =1

Z. CoD. Cowan, Ninetesnth Century Malayva: The Origins Of British

Folitical Control, Oxford University Fress, London 1961, p. 269.

4. R. Heussler, British Rule in Malava: The Malayan Civil Service

and its Fredecessors, 18671942, Clio Fress, 1981, p.l3; N

Tarliné? British Folicy In The Malay Feninsula And Archipelago
1834-1871, Oxford University Press, FEuala Lumpur & SBingapores,

London & Mew York 1969, Introduction.
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toy erect a buffer betweesen themselves and Siam (5. The British
were also involved in the affairs of the Malay States when they
signed several treaties with the Siam government and local chiefs
- the treaty between Henry Burney with Siam in 1&%&, that with
Ferak which was signed by W.8. Cracroft in 1818, by J. Anderson
in 1825 and Captain James Low in 182635 and Selangor was also
included in the treaty which was signed by Cracroft in 1818 and

distict o
Anderson in 1835; in 1831 and 1832, the \Rembau 'came to  an

agreemsnt with R. Ibbebtson on a basis of friendship (&),

The British changed their policy and  later on bacqme Mo
agoressive when Malay States became chaotic and unstable instead
of pesaceful and stable as a result of several conflicts in  the
late nineteenth century. Disputes especially in Perak and
Selangor about succession and the struggle for tin mines caused
this instability. Disturbances which occurred in Ferak were also
caused by & struggle for the sucocession to the  thronge between
Raja Abdullah, Raja Ilsmail and Raja Yusof. All of them wanted to
bhe & Bultan afiter the death of Sultan Ali. In Selangor on  bthe
other hand, conflict was caused by compatition over the rich tin
mine areas at Lembah Elang and Fuala Lumpur. The struggle for the
tin mines in Selangor was led by Tengku Eudin and Raja Mahadi.
The disturbances in the Malay States were also made worse by the
activities of the Chinese secret societiss under the * |eadership

S. CuDe Cowan, op.cit., p. 10

H.  W.G. Maxwell and W.8. Gibson (ed), Treaties and Engagemnsnts
Affecting the Malay Bitates and Borneo, London 193 pPR. 7781,
2O-2E, Z0-3E4, 4548,
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of Bhee Hin and Hai San. Both groups were competing for the tin
concession in Larwt, Ferak and in Lembabh Klang and BEuala Lumpur,
Selangor. For example, Chiness ftin miners in Larut had clashes in
1861 and 1865 and this recurred in 1872 with considerable loss of
life (7). ALl the conflict mentioned above was directly affected
by the growth of trade., Malay States tin  imported info the

Straits Settlemsnts was badly hit and the valus of imports at

b
Fenang . during 1872-1873 decreased(nearly 1,000,000 dollars
(8), but also the colonial government had a natura fear  that

these disturbances might spread to Penang and Singapors, which
had suffered from Chinese Piuﬁa in the past (9).
Generally, the chaotic condition of the Malay States was pushing
politicians and administerators in London fto take forward action
in order to prevent a breakdown of ftrade and avoid foreign powgrs
putting their fest in the Malay Peninsula. The condition of the
Malay Feninsula, Lord  Fimbsrerley wrote, Yis  becoming  very
SEPLOUS. It is the old story of misgovernment of Asiatic states.
This might go on without any very serious consequences except the
stoppage of trade, were it not that the European and Chiness
capitalists, stimulated by the great riches in ftin mines which
wist in some of the Malay States are making suggestions  to

7o For the account of rivalries of Ghee Hin and Hai San, see V.
Furcell, Thes Chinese In Southeast Asia, Oxford University Fress,

London, Mew York and Toronto 19251, pp. 316324,

. HMohamed Amin % Malcolm Caldwell (ed), Malava: The Making OFf A
Neo-Colony, Rissell waFa.\.\n&akgn/l‘mttim,;mam 1977, p. 19.

2., R. Allen, Malavsia: Frospect and Retrospect, the Impact and
aftermath of Colonial Ruls, Oxford University Press, London 1968,
. 44,
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native ﬁwincez that they should seek the aid of Euwropeans Lo
egnable them to put down the disorderse which prevail. We ars the
paramount powsr on the peninsula up to the limit of the states
tributary to Siam, and looking to the vicinity of India and our
whole position in the =ast I apprehend that it would be a serious
matter if any other European power ware to obtain a footing in
the perninsula® (107,

This situation becams reality when Clarke was appointed in

November 1873 as

]

Governor in the Straits Eattlementgu He took
full advantage from a Colonial O0ffice — authoriced forward policy
orn the west coast (117, In addition, he was also known as  a
strong  imperialist and it is not surprising that intervention
took place during his time in office (13). PMoreover, Clarke’'s
forward movement was accelerated by the pressure from the Straifts
Settlensnts merchants to restore peace and order, and most
important of all was the reguest for Residents in the Federated
Malay States made by the rulers themselves.

The Ffirst case of intervention in the Malay SBtates was FPerak,
whare Raja Abdullah sought British help in order to solve the
succession dispute bebtween him and Raja Yusuf. He wrote to Clarke
inviting him to send a Resident to Perak and asking in retwn for
recognition as Sultan (13). It was this offer which resulted in
1. guote from C.D. Cowan, op.cit., p. 1&6%.

11. N, Tarling, 194649, op.cit., p. 84.

2. C.D. Cowan, op.cit., under "Sir Andrew Clarks & the
introduction of Residents".

EZ. R. Emerson, lalavsia: A Study in Direct and Indirect Rule,




the well-known Fangkor Teesaty of 28 Januwary 1874, whiich
recognized Abdullah  as Bultan in return for his  agreemsent to
accept  a British Resident whose advice had to be asked and acted
upon on all guestions other than touching Malay religion and
custom (14). UWhatever views or ftaﬁum@ntg there are Cconcerning
the factors which encowraged Britain to take forward action in
the Malay States, (ﬁll writers cannot escape from this particular
incideng) (15). It can be seen as a twening point  when J.W.W.
Birch became British Resident in Perak. &fter 1874, the British
used %imilari mathods to expand their influence in  the Malay
States, and for comparable reasons. By the end of 1874, Residents
arcd ~Subordinate officers had been posted to all thres west coast
' Povak.

states which comprised Selangor, Negeri Ssmbilan andf Later, in
1888, the state of Pahang came under British protection. The
Malay States wers united by th‘BPiﬁiﬁh in 18%6  in  order to
increass  administrative efficiesncy. Before this, Residents in
sach state were fres to act without proper guidance. Now a conmon
civil service with a central bursaucracy in  Fuala Lumpur  was
formed in the Federated Malay States led by the Resident Gensral.
He had responsibility for supervising the administration of the
‘states through  the individual Residents, and was officially
answerable to the Governor who was also High Commissioner for the

Macmillan, HNew York 1937, p. 1193 B.W. % L.Y. AGndava, &
of Malavsia, Macmillan, London 1%8%, p. 135,

1
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14, W.6. Marwell & W.5. Gibson, op.cit., p. 28. See article 1 %
G

S%e  For examples, C.D. Cowany R. Emersony N Tarlingy OJh.
Farkinsony M. Caldwell and E. Sadka.
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Federated Malay States.
the

Befores Aeariy twentieth century, British influsnce on the HMalay
States was limited in the Straits Settlements and Federated Malay
States, and there was litle involvement in the Unfederated Malay
States - Ferlis, Fedah, Kelantan and Terengganwy also known as the
Northern Malay States.

All four Northern Malay States ftraditionally acknowledged Siamese
overlordship and the British 70 recognized that situation on the
basis of the 1826 treaty until the twentisth century, though the
situation in Kelantan and Terengganu was ambiguous  (1&). This
ambiguity only existed in European eyes, especially on  the
British side, because the treaty did not formally recognize

Siamese overlordship. Whereas JFrom Banghkok's point of  viaw,

£}

Felantan and Terengganu were vassal states who acknowledged theire
tributary status by sending the "Bunga emas" and “PFerak" (gold
and silver Tlowsrs) svery three vears (17). Despite the wusual
sending of "Bunga emas" and “"Perak", the Siamese also interfsred
in internal affairs. For example, Siamese help was asked in order
to settle a throne dispute in H@lantan‘batwean Tuan Senilk  and
Long Zainmal in 1837. With Siamese help, Tuan Ssnik was succesdesd
in defeating Long Zainal. Although Siamese rule was not directly
implemented, Tuan Senik had an obligation to send a political
report together with "Bunga emas® to Siam (18).

Id, WG, Maxwell & W.S. Gibson, op.cit., pp. 77-82.

17. BolW., & LY. Andava, op.cit., p. 118,

18. EKE.E. Kim, "Semenanjung  Tanah Melavu Dalam Hurun Yang He
Sembilan Bslas -~ 111", Zainal Abidin Abd. Wahid (ed), Beliarah

2e



Generally, the British recognized all fouwr Northern Malay States
as Silamese vassal states untii the point when both sides agreed
to begin consultation about transfer into the British spherse from
Siamese overlordship. There were many factors which led to
British interest in the atfairs of the Unfederated Malay States.
Among those factors were. disturbances in ths north of FPeralk, Bail
and other districts which could affect the British sconomy in thes
peninsula (19}, The most important factor, however, which
encouraged direct British involvement in the MNorthern States was
the danger of Siam falling into the hands of foreign powers, such
as  Russia, Germany or France. One British administrator had
expressed his view as follows,

Yo0uwr true policy is to extend our influsnoe

over all the HMalay States of the peninsula

up  to British Burmah, so that in the svent of

Siam falling under  French  influence, we

should be in  the position of demonstrating

that interference with HMalay States would bs

a breach with us v (&0,
There was the sxample of Behn Mayesr, a German entreprensuar  who
attempted to lease Fulau Langkawi from Siam (21), and German
activity in the railway department. Financial problems and issues

Malavsia Bepintas Lalu, D.B.F., Fuala Lumpur 19835, p. B86&6.

19.  Zahari Hj. Adam, "Zaman Feralihan Di Ferlis 1909-1940", K.F.
Faim  {edy, Sesjarah Masvarakat Melayw HModen, Fersatuan Muziam

Malaysia, Fuala Lumpur 1984, p. &4,

20. K. Emsrson, op.cit., p. &

oo

21. Zahari, op.cit., p. &5,
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of  land concession in Eelantan were among the important  factors
to maks British feel it imperative to interfere in the HNorthaern
Malay States. Through ©the Anglo-Siam treaty in 19209, Siamese
authority over Eelantan, Terengganu, FEedah and Ferlis and a
nearby island was officially transterred to British overlordship,
protection, administration and control (22).

Basically, after the Anglo-Hiam agreemsnt in 1209, the
administration of the Malay States can be roughly divided into
three categories. Firstly, Straits Settlements which comprised
Fenang, Malacca and Singapore. Sescondly, Federated Malay States
namely Feralk, Selangor, Negeri Sembilan and Fahang, and finally
Untederated Malay States such as Ferlis, Fedah, Felantan,
Terengganu and Johore.

Johore was located in the south of the peninsula and its position

t

was very different from two cetegories of Malay States; Federated
and  Unfederated. It is & state which it is most difficult to
characterize and describe in any simple and straightiorward way.
There wers several elements which gave Johore a very special
character among the Malay States (23). As regards its population,
Johore had & wvast majority of immigwant55 whareas 1in  the
Unfederated States the majority of the population was Malay.
Johore also had a long esteblished relationship with the British,
and yet it was the last state to accept a2 British adviser. Johore
anly received a British adviser in 1914 but then, aE
2. W.G. Maxwell & W.S. Gibson, op.cit., p. 88.

25%. R. Emerson, op.cit., pp. 197-19%3.
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@lsewhere among the Malay States in the peninsula his advice had
to be asked and acted upon in all matters other than thoss
touching Malay religion and custom.

The Johore {treaty was totally different from the other PMalavan
treaties which were signed by the Governor of fthe Straits
Settlements. In the cass of Johore, howsver, it was signed by the
Colonial Secretary in London and it was made for purposss  of
friendship (243 . The Residential system which had besn
egﬁablished alsewhers on the peninsula did not sxtend to  Johors
until the 1214 agresment was ﬁignedgl and this agresment actually
was a conbtinuwation of the 1885 treaty which appointed a British
officer +to  live in Johors buft whose functions were to be only
those of a conswular agent.

24, W.EB. & W.S. Gibson, op.cit., pp. (ZE2-13%E, treaty 18895 was
signed by F.A. Stanley, Hsr Majesty’'s Secretary of Btate for the
colonies. Treatises 1885 & 1914, see pp. 132-13%6.



The Origin of Malay Nationalism up to the independence.

i

Nationalism has taken many forms and expressions, and it i
impossible to define exactly. Nationalism comprises several basic
wlements of which strong group feeling, COMMON race, language,
reEligion, tradition and past historical achisvements, works of
art, characteristics of the peopls, political idecologiess and
propaganda are  most  important. Other factors like history,
geography, and sconomic advance helped to develop the idea of
nationalism  (13. HNationalism may be defined as a ssntiment,
lovalty or sympathy which binds a group of people together
through  common institutions and culture and thus creates a uniby
among them (2. 0OrF, in other words, nationalism is a sentiment
which binds a group of peoples together on the basis of  common
ideals ana heliefs.

It Balso difficult to determine the origin of the nationalism in
many countriss. In the case of Malay nationalism that is also the
cass and 1t is hard to say when Malay nationalism actually began.
Many writers suggest that Malava nationalism only began ‘b@twe@n
the wvears 194619257 and onwards (3).  Some think 1946 was very
significant bercause then LIMNO (Urited Malavs National
Organization) was Tormed to abolish the Malayvan Union proposal.
Others emphasize the later co-operation by Malavs, Indians and
;?“_gtgjmm;;;;;;:*wa;;;gnﬁiigm in Asia, Hterling Fublishers, New
Delhi 1973, pp. &3-68.

2. Roval Institute of International affairs, Nationalism, Oxford
University press, London 1939, pp. svi-u.

-

E. Bee C.B. Eheng, "Asal Usul den Asas Nasionalisme Malava" in H.
Suntharalingam % Abd. Rahmarn Hji. ITesmail (ed), Masiconalisme SDalku
Tindavan Sejarah , Fajar Bakti, Petaling Java, 1985, pp. 81-101.
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Chiness in an attempt o gain independence which was achieved in
1957 and extendsd to form Malaysia in 19463, The Chinsse and
Indiarm migration influx resulted in the growth of rubber and tin
industries in Malayva, and in consequence Malava become & multi-
racial country. Every race bried to perpetuate ibts own values and
no contact ocouwrrsd between them. Malays stayved in the villages,

s,

]

the Chinese in mines and towns and Indians in the rubber esta
Differences in  interests and valuss among them prevented the
existence of & wunited national movement wntil 19432, But that does
not mean that there was no nationalist movement in Malava before
the second world war at all. Mationalism started here on a racial
basis, and in comparison, it was Chinese nationalism which was
the most active movement in Malaya (4). The activensss of the
Chinese movement seemsd to swamp obther movements especially that
of Malavs. The direction of the Chinese and Indian nationalist

movement before 1942 was towards their homs countries. Fost of

them in the sarly sbtage came to Malaya for work purposes. After
they retained some money, they intended to go back to their home
countries., On the other hand, the Malay nationalist movemenit was
still not uwunited as a result of the different sducation Malavs
recsived.  The esducation ayﬁtem divided Malavs into ssveral
groups. One  group  received British education  throwugh English
medium  schools mostly located in towns., This Melay group had a
mentality bias towards the British in all aspects of life. The

4, Bes W.l. Holland, Asian Nationalism and the Hest (excl)
Macmillamn, New York 1953,
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group who received a religious sducation, espescially from  thes
Middle East, had a bias toward a modernization movemant based on

ive  and 1

i
i
Bl

Islamic thinking. The remaining group was pass

H

i

gsensitive toward political development. They were influsnced by

traditiona valuss and they were preococupied by the concerns  ofF
their daily life, except in the case of a very small number who
took part in politics, particularly those who recsived Malay
education. However, their political values were isolated from
, Ca thivd %

both of the other two groups. There was alsofknown as/left wing
Malay nationalist movement.

But, it we consider nationalism in the context of fAsian hiEthY,
the word "nationalism" is the idea of revolt against foreign
political domination, economic exploitation and the principles of
racial discrimination or inequality (5, orin general
description, nationalism is a political movement depending on  a
fesling of collective grisvance against foreignesrs (&). If we
define nationalism as an anti-foreign movement, there is no doubt
that Malay nationalism had begun for a long time. Their struggle,
as declared by the leadsrs themselves, was anti-foreign. This can
be clearly seen in many events. The most open resistance was led
by Datuk Maharaija Lela in Perak and in consegquence JoW.bW. Biroh
(British Resident) was killed in 187%5. There was the Naning war
betwesn Dol Said and the East India Cmmp&ny in 1830-18322, and the
uprising led by Tok Jangout in Eelantan in 1913, There was also a
5. 0.R. Chavan, op.cit., p. 46l.

. KE.R. Minogue, Nationalism, University Paper back, Methuen &
Co. Ltd., London 1969, p. 25.
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peasants revollt in Terengoganu in 1928 which was on the sams scale

w  the earlier incident in Negeri Sembilanmn  in 1875 (7). In

o

addition, we could argus that the anti-foreign movements in  the
Malay peningula began even earlier than the s=svents mentioned
above. For sxemple, Malay resistance against the Portugese  and
Dutch in the sixteenth and seventeenth centwriss in Malacoca (8.

These acts of resistance were important but they ware very local
in character and cannot be said to have involved the entirs Malay
pEople in a common strugole.  Moreover the leaders of  these
struggles came from the elite groups who had their own interests,
and feared that they would lose sconomic and political powsr as a
result of the British intervention. In other words, the uprising
was only carried out by the leaders in their own  interest, kand
the ordinary people had no concept of a Malavan nation (9. For
@rample, the sentiment of dissatisfaction which led to the anti-
British movement in Ferak by Datok Maharajs Lela arose because he
was not allowed fto collect btaves after JoW.W. Birch’ s app=arance

in Ferak as Resident. Taxes weve most important as  an incoms

resource for the chisfs and also symbolized their political powsre
7 Abdullah  Zakaria Ghazali, “Pebangkitan Anti-British di
Semenanjung  Tanah Melayu", E.E. Eim (ed), Seisrabh Masvarakat
Melayu Moden, Fsrsatuan Sesjarah Malavsia, Buala Lumpur 1984, pp.
1-12y HMohamesd Amin, "Appendix: British ‘Intervention’ and FMalay
Resistance", M. Amin & M. Laldell teacd), Malava: The Making of &
New Colowigkussdlpeq(.o,foundahoq)/l"f'i’i., pp. &4-713 P.J.  Begbie, The
Malavan PFeninsula, Oxford University Fress, FHuala Lumpur 1967,

e v

about Naning war see pages 231-260 and L.A. Mills, op.ocit.,
pp.l15-128.

8. See Hji. Buyong Adil, Perjuancgan Oraeng Melaya Menentang
Fendaiahan fbad 15-19., D.RB.F., FEuala Lumpur, 1983,

e We Shaw, Tun Razak: His Life and JTimes, lLongmans Malavsia Sdn.
Bhd. 19746, p. 29.




and this situation was not changsd until 1874,

The resistance in the othesr areas, which I have mentioned above,
hasically derives ffmm a comnon Malay dissatisTaction with the
unstable situation brought about by foreign especially EBEritish
intervention.

Whatever interpretation we give concerning Malay resistance, thes
development of Malay nationalism in Malay sociebty cerbtainly
happened over a long period, but the struggles iny' slowly
produced  a sense  of national consciousness in Malay society.
After the attempits by Malayves to resist - | L foreign domination
failed, no more planned uprisings against colonial rule were aver
made by the Malavs until 1944, It seems that Malay nationalism
disappeared btogether with any Malay mav@ﬁent. This was becauss
Malays at the time did not have any concept of national
consciousness. Resistance only occocurred among Malay aristocrats
who were losing their power and economic importance. But  then
Malay aristocrats seemed happy to live under colonial proftecition.

However, anvone who taught that there was no nationalist movemsnt

tha
in the sarly twentieth century untildsecond world war might be

wrong because nationalism is not only illustrated by revolts. #And
indeed in Malay socisbty this period does reveal the beginning of
Malay nationalism. In this case the leading place in the movement
was taken by a comparatively small group of native intellectuals
and middle class people, who had received an sducation on Islamic
lines instead of the elite groups who had carried on local
struggles before. They were followed by another group some of

whom received an education along Malay lines and soms on Western

6



lines. We argue that the character of Malay nationalism is the
same as nationalism in other Asian countries where the nafional
movements start first with culfural and religious activities and
then they develop into =sconomic and political movements as thers
was a gradual growth of national CONsCiousness among the people
(100 .
act

Malay nationalism in  the esarly twentieth century was Kvewy
apparent in politics though it did exist, but nationalists paid
more atbtention to religious, social and economic questions.  The
consciousness which appeared before the 1920°s was led by groups
of teachesrs and Muslim students through local magaxihe% and

newspapears such as Al-Imam. Al-Imam {(leader) was first published

in 1906 in Singapore on the initiative of several people, namsly
Sheikh Tahir Jalaludin Al-Azhari, Syed Sheikh dhmad Al- Hadi, Hi.
Abbas Mohd Taha and Bheikh Salim Al-Kilali (11). They appeared as
an  intellectual group who wanted to changs their societv. They
were popularly known as Modernizers (Faam Muadad, becsuse of their
braveness and determination to bring new ideas. HModernizers wers
influénced,by the Islamic modernization movement from the HMiddles
East led by Jamal ad Din Al-Ahgani and hisz famous disciple
Muhamad Abduh. They geave special emphasis in their modernization
programme to attempting to revise the Islamic religion in  the
correct  way. Their ambition was to unite and develop a PHMuslim
commurntiy based on modern thinking but also guided by the Islamig

10. CoRe Chavan, op.cit., p. 448.

Fress, New Haven 1967, pp. 5%9-4&4.

11. W.R. Roff, The Origins of Malay Nationalism, Yale University
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religion. Education should modernized - W Muslim society in
order to prevent Islam from being overcome by wesbtern influences,
which accompanied western political control (13).

Modernizers discussed at length all aspects of the Malay way of
life especially religion, and obher aspects such as socielby,

Weve,
education, economy and politics [freqguently published by the

[y

newspapers and magazines stawti&kth fFil-Imam. That is UTj
Roff points out that " Al-Imam’'s first concern was with religion
and not directly with social sven less with political changes "
(13, Hodernizers attempted to spread their influsnce in the
Malay States but did not succeesd becauvse there was  sbtrong
resistance  from Conservatives (KHaum Tua) compared with Straits
Settlenents like Singaporese, Malacca and Penang, Modernizers had
most success  in those areas. Their wmovemsnt operated fresly
because Conservabive influence was not strong, comparatively.
Feligious administration was pubt directly under Bultang in  the
Malay Stetes. In the Straits Settlements, the British seesm not to
have worried about Islamic movements and saw  religion as
unimportant and therefore took little action as regards it. The
success of the Modernizers in spreading their influence in  the
Straits Settlemsnts can be seen by the formation of many
religious schools such as "Madrasah Al-Igbal', 1907 in Singapore,
Yl Hadit 1913 in Malacca and "Al-Masyvhuwer'" in FPenang.

2. C.C. Adam, Islam And Modernism In Egypt, Oxford University
Fress, London 1933, pp. 13-15.

1%, W.R. Roff, op.cit., p. 57.
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New ideas  browght by Modernizers always led to disputes with
Conservatives who still carried on the old traditional wvalues.
Modernizers attacked customs and superstitions which kept Falay
socisty backward, énd they worked out a reformulation of Islamic
practiﬁe which would behter enable them to compete in the modern
world. HModernizers not only attacked the bad Malay customs and

superstitions but they also abttacked religious authorities in the

1

Malay States who had received the mandate from the Sultans to  be

Y

responsible for Islamic religion. The Islamic education of these
meEn  was poor and many were  influenced by animism. Friction
between both groups always led fto direct conflict.

"The reformist came into direct conftlick

with' the state religious authoritiss on

a wide range of ritual, doctrinal and

social gquestions Y (14).
They failed to get as much support as they would have fik@d not
only because of resistance from Conservabives bﬁt alsn because
there was no participation from the middle olass. &lithough

ir

I

Modernizers were not involved directly in politics - -0 the

H

appesarance ocorrssponded with a desire o sse Malay socisty rise
as a modern and independent society.

Talking about freedom, in practice Malay society itseld was not
contident about self government because not  only weve = theve
weaknesses buly most important, there was no attempt to remove
internal differences and createaunited front. The deeper we look

14. Ibid, p. 78.
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the more it appears that Malavs were not united as a big society
to form & single Malay race. They were segregated into different
groups  because they held different idealogieﬁ. They belongulta
different kingship groups, states and spoke different dialects,
and  had different political views. Togsther with the dispute
betwesn Modernizers and Conservatives about Islamic principles
Wity in such circumstances was impossible. Modernizers condemned
Conservatives because their belisfs and practices were wrong and
their principles completely diverged from real Islamic teachingy
whereas LConservatives called Modernizers irreligious because of

the reforms they trisd fto introduce. Besides that, Malay: also

i

gdivided on the basis of the states they came from. Falays
referred  to themselves as Malay according to their homs state -

Fahang, Selangor, MNegeri Sembilan and so one. It was the same with

Y

Malay associations which were formed later on with esach stat
having its own association such as Fersatuan Melayu Singapura
{(Singapore Malay Uniond, FPersatoean Melayo Pahang (Fahang Malay
Union? and so on.

Internarriage also became an issue, when local females and
foreign males wers involved. Their sons or daughters would be
classified as of mixed blood descent and to bslong to the race of
the fathere. If the father was Indian so his child would be
clasgitied as of Indian—descended blood (darah keturunan keling)
or Arab-descended blood (darah keturunan Arab) if the father was
an Arab.  Malay people did not accept as real Malays those who
were of mixed blood and denied them the right to take part  in

Malay organizations.
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" for we real Malayvs fesl very great sympathy
toward  owr  relatives who we isolated {from our
organization and ws ory if we  remember theie
bad luck, but what can we do, because the
mistake was mads by their ancestors in allowing
intermarriage with foreign people to take
place?" (15).
The FMalay movement in politics can be divided into left and right
wing movements. The left wing movemsnt was radical and wanted to
unite with Indonesia. Their ambition was Toto create a breater
Malava (Fesatuan Melavu Raya). Right wing movements, on the other
hand, wanbed to perpetuats the Malay Sultans and seld government.
Generally a national consciousness can only be sesn in the swnall
group of Malay society which I have | | mentioned above. This
group was influsnced by the Islamic modernization ideas from  the
Middle East led by Muhamad Abduh with Malay students at the
University of Al-fzhar as intermediaries. At this stage, They
paid much attention to religious, social, education and economic
gusstions. They saw the weakness of Malay socisty as caused by
deficiencies in education and failurse to understand Islamic
tmaching. Malay society was too fanatical in religious practice
and followed without guestion whatever was taught to them. This=s

blind acceptance was condemned by the FModernizers. Al-Imam in its

-

VEPY first issue  weged Malavs to follow God " s (41 1lak)
commandments and his prophest in an article entitled " opesn letier

1%, Quote from Abd., Rahman Tsmail % Sutharalingam, op.cit., p.
44,
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to all wlama® (surat bterbuka kepada segala ulama) (L&), Despite
that, religious teachers, orthodox wlama and Islamic auwthorities
becams the target of criticism by Modernizers because bthey were
responsible for Ainfluencing HMalay mentality and attitudes
erxclusively towards the after—life (Akhiratbl.

Modernizers also realized that Malavs lacked education. Religious
schools (Sekolah pondok) playved an important role  in providing
sducation before the British arrival. EBven into the twentieth
century & sSmall number of such schools still wisted., These

institubtions were conducted by the teacher who was selected by

't
H

e

the parents or chosen by the students themselves. This system o

¥

schonl emphasised religious matters. Hesides religious  schools,
Malay wvernacular schools were also available but only at  the
primary level and located in the villages. Whereas, in bowns
English-medium schools wers provided rapidly by the government
and missionaries, especially in the Straits Settlensnts  and
Fedegrated Malay Stabtes. Modernizers saw Malay education as
unhelpful to Malays becauwse religious schools enphas ised
religious matbters, and the level of sducation in the vernacular
schooles was very low. They urged the government to develop FMalay
education by increasing the number of schools and, more immetang
by establishing & new cwricalum, in order to enable school
leavers to become mores competent in the modern world.

In addition, Modernizers did not forget to give attention to the
aducation of girls. They encouraged Malay parents to send  their

16, Al-Imam, 23, July 1906,

]
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daughters to  school, and on the other hand, they wrged the
governmnent to provide education for girls together with boys.
This criticism and an increased awarensss of how  imporfant
aducation was to the Malay child resulted in many schools being
built. The most important were the Malay College of Huala Kangﬁar
(MRS in 19205 and Bultan ldris Training College (8ITC) in 1922.
The MCEE was built to serve the interests of the colonial power
itself because this college funcbioned td train  Malay-born
administrators who could act as  intermediaries between the
colonial power and subject class. The colonial powsr  trisd to
create the situation whereby Malay aristocrabs becamse satisfied
with their position bescause their rights were safeguarded. The
and
British perpetuated their position and offices as Bultans [ chiefs
and ma?ﬁ of them were appointed into the Malay administrative
the Powe”
service  (MAS) . Im this way Lcnlonialkmat_ only succeedsd  in
strengthening their position but also succeeded in using it for
their own benefit.
"The British only worked to satisfy the Malay
ruling class s desires and hope they will happy

and keep quiet while directly they exploit the

]

rich resources in the Malay Btates” (17).
Evan so, the Malay intelligentsia who left the Malay college gmd
SITC A very important in contributing to  the development of
Malay nationalism later on.

The Indian migration influx resulted from development of the

17. Chew Hock Thye, Masalab Ferpaduan Masional, DJBEFP., FEuala
Lumpur 1979, p. 35,




rubber industry and the wused to increass the labouwr force on the
rubber estates. By 1911 the Indian population had incrsased to
S70,000  and in 1921 it was up to 470,000 and by 1931 it reachsd
525, 000 people. The Chinese migrants came to meet the labour
requirement in  the tin industry. It has beesn estimated that
around &, 000,000 Chinese in the thirty ftwo years betwesn 189% and
1927 came to Singapors alqne, Vthmugh most of them went back to
China (18 . The same situation happensd in PFalava, and in
consasgquence, although some rebuwrned to China also the numbsr of
Chinese immigrants in Malava compared with the total population
increased very rapidly. This can be seen in the table in  the
following pages.

The population balance in  the Malay States and Straits
Settlemsnts was such that Malays and immigrants almost  egualled

sach other and in 1921 immigrants became the majority.

Fopulation in the Malay Feninsula

(Malay states and Straits Bettlemsnits)

Race ‘ )
Malays 1,627,108
Chinese 1,173,354

Indians 471,688 (19).

Malay society felt very nervous when faced with Gthis new
situation. It was not only a gquestion of the number of foreion

18, kE.G. Tregonning, A History of HModern HMalsava, London 1964, p.
174,

ey

19, Ibid, p. 185; see also K. Emerson, op.cit., p. 22
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pEople but they also suwoeesdsd in dominating the sconomy. HMalay
people were not  dinvolved in the commercial economy and also
suffered because they lost their lands by leasing and selling

to. foreign people, especially as a result of the development of
rubber estates and new ftin mines.

Chinese Compared with Total Fopulation in HMalaya

This

and

State 1921 19351
Total Chinese Total Chinese
Fopulation Fopulation

Fenang 294,215 TE, 234 EA1,E7E L&%, 985

Malacoa
Fahang
Johore
Fedah
Kelantan
Terenggant
Ferlis
Feralk
Gelangor

Me Sembilan

situation

591

2ET

A, DET
611,169
AG1, 103

178,828

appearead to

45,883

59, 476
2,875
7, B0
3, 60%

DR, HOE
170, 726

&5, 219

Jeopardize

the fubues

186,877
180,117
505, 589
4329, 691
BLEE,E17
180,074
49, 2948

785, 660

85,418

of

BOZ

&5,

Pt
ety

291

215, 257
415
sl
AE0
, SO0

v e
SRy

584

241,496

1

-

P2, 371

(20) .

the Malavs

therefore Malays protested and forced the government to take

200 Vo Purocell,
Fress, London,

Mew York &

The Chinese in Southeast

Toronto

A e,

1551, pp.

278-280.
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action. #As a result the government firet introduced a Malay
reserve snactment in 1213 Undang-undang Tanah Simpanan  Melayu)
and  the enactment was altered in 1933 to prevent the alienation
of Malay land. 0OF courss, it was the economic development in the
Malay states which caused the influx of Indian and Chiness
migration. Population increassd sharply sspecially in the Straits
Settlements and in the Federated Malay States up to 19307's, and
most of them settlsd in the new towns opened near the centres  of
the rubber and tin industries, and this situation has continued
sven until today (21). Their position further upsset Malays nob
only because of that number of foreignesrs and their domination of
the economy but also they still maintained a close contact with
their home countries. Their purpose seemnsd to be to coms  bo
Malaya, earn monsy, and then go back to ftheir homs countries
o3
(22).  They simply saw Malava as/place to get wealthy. It was for
this combination of reasons incomsrs strugoled on a group  basis
and formed their own associations, such as the Central Indian
; +o
fesociation of Malava (CIAM)  set up after Nehrus visit f Malava.
in 1938,

hand  in 1941 the Malayan Indian Association (MIA) was formed for
Indian people who werse born in Malava. It was the sams with
Chinese who formed brances of Fuomintang KHTY in 1927 and  later
on the Malaven Communist Farty (HMOP) in 1930,

21. A. Rabushka, Race and FPolitics in Urban HMalava, Hoover

Institution Press, Stamford 19735, pp. 2135,

7. L.Y. Fong, "Permulaan Eesedaran Ferburuhan China di Tanah
Melayu 19201940, pHalevsis Sejerah dan Froses Pembangunan,
Fersatuan Sejarabh Malavsia, Fuala Lumpur 1979, p. 195,




Malay ;ntmllactualﬁ who received education from the Sultan ldris
Training DCollegs and the Malay College Fuala Eangsar wesrs awars
of  the cfitical position of Malavs caus&dv by their lack of
involvement in the sconomy and the increase in foreign people and
tried to promote Malay awarsness. Although they cams from  a
different background they still wished to unite Malays and o
upgrade Malay prestige and morale. Malay awarensss led to the
formation of Malay societies in towns such as  Singapore.  The
Singapore Malay Union (SMU) was formed in 1926 by FMohd., Eunos
Abdullah. Malay awareness first appeared in the towns because in
the towns Malayﬁ became & minority group esspecially in  the
Straits Settlements and Federated Malay States. This awarensss
encouraged the development of Malay nationalism. Later on, every
state had its own association such as Seslangor Malay Union (FPMS),
Negeri Sembilan and Fahang Malay Union in 1937 and 1938
respectively. Most of the Malay associabtions wers led by Malay
aristocrats who received an English-medium sducation. Thers wWas:
some suggestion  that the formation of the Malay Undion was an
indication of the beginning of Malay activity in politics.
However, the association was not sspecially active in politics
and its emphasis was more on social matters, and sport, such as
fcmthaly was wvery popular (23,

Newspapers also gave special attention to sporting activitiss,
especially foothall, and  published reports  together with
competition tables. There was so much concentration on sport that

23, Bee chapter politics.



Malayve did not seem interested in politics. Many criticism of the
Malavs and HMalay associations were made becausse they allowed
sport and social activities to becoms their priorities and forgotb

their responsibility to develop the Malay race. Warta Malavae, for

Hample, wrged the Fahang Malay fAssociation and the Malay pesople

to co-operate in ordesr to develop the Malay race,

w

" the Fahang Malay Association needs leaders,
but what is most nesded is followers. This

as  not founded  for sport

E

association

therefore it really should be of benefit to

all the community (24),
1934 saw  the Tormation of what was to be fthe biggest Malay
association = the "Faersatuan Sahabat Pena" (Fen Friend
Association). Ites membership was drawn from all over the PMalay
Feninsula  and also Borneo and Siam (25).  This associabtion was
formed on  the initiative of a twice weekly newspapse in  FPenang
called the "Sauwdara"” which encouraged readsrs to wribts letters fto
each other and exchangs ideas.
Although the Pen Friend fAssociation was formed simply on & social
and friendship basis, it had the consequence of creating a self-

24, [Quoted from Abd Latif Abu Bakar, "Akhbar, Desentralisasi dan
Fersatuan  Negeri Melayu", E.kE. Fisn (ed), Sejarah Hasvarakat

Melavy Moden, Perssatuan Muazium Malaysia, FEuala Lumpur 1984, p.

152,

25. Md. Balleh b. Hd. Bhaus, " Pergerakan Folitik Melayu Negeri
Fulau Finang Sebelum 1245", Jebat, Bil. 10, U.E.M., April 1980,
e 157. HMembers from Fulau Firmang (2%, Seherang  Frai (]
Singapore (4}, Ferak 88), SBeslangor (30, Perlis (7)), Negeri
Sembilan (8), Fahang (14), Johore 28), Felantan (&35, TuﬁanJanu

(5), Eedah (&), Labuan (4), Sarawak (3 and Siam (1).
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consciouness  among Malay people. Roff correctly sugoests that
though the "Sahabat Pena’ was not a political dwganizatiwn in the
ordinary sense of the fterm, and still less a secret socieby, it
was  rapidly acguiring the characteristic of a national movemant
(Zé4) . 8Bince the FPen Friend association’'s members came from all
over Malava it succeeded in narrowing the gap betwsen Malay
people. Ideas put  forward by their members helped the HMalay
people to understand what was happening around them. Malay peopls
began to be aware of their position in society. This awareness
also helped the development of Malay nationalism. This
association made further progress and stimulated fthe national
movemant when it succesded in holding the first mesting of
Malays from all over Malaya in Taiping in 1934, Fuwrbdher mestings
ware held in Fuala Lumpure in 1935, Pulau FPinang 1934, Singapors
1937, Ipoh 1938 and Seremban in 1939,

In 12938 " Fesabuan M@léyu Fuda' (Young Malay Union/YMU  was
Termed led by Ibrahim Hi Yaacob. Other persons who  werse also
involved in  the formation of the YMU were Hassan Manan and Abd
Farim Rashid. A1l of them graduated from the Sultan Idris
Training College. The YMU can be ﬂegcﬁibmd as the first political
agsociation in the HMalay States determined to represent Malavs as
a whole, and this association was the first directly involved in
politics. The YL WaS active both before arnd during
the Japanese occupation. Theay refusesd to give their allegiancs

elither fo Malay Sultans or the British. They wanted fresdom and

26, W.R. Roff, The Drigins of Malay Mationalism, Yale University
Fress, MNew Haven 1967, p. 214.




o wunite with Indonesia through "Melayu Rayva® (Greater Malay) or
fIndonssia Raya" (Greater Indonesial. They helieved all
aborigines in  the Malay archipelago had common roots. This
concept was used to create a sense of Kinship betwwﬁﬁ the Malay
population and Indonesia on the basis of alleged historical fact
(277 .
The idea to wunite with Indonesia was made in order to make Malays
stronger sspecially in numerical  terms  and thus prevent
themselves from being overwhelmed. The idea of uniting with
Indonesia was  taken over by the Malay National fAssociation of
Malaya‘ (Fersatuan Febangsaan Melayu Malaya), which was formed
atter the YHMU was wound up at the end of ths war. The wunity idea
was highly desired by the Malay National Association of Malaya.
Warta Malave which acted as the official mouth pisce of the FMalay
Mational Association of Malava stated that,

Y Our ambition is to cross the Selat Melaka

(Btraits whi Malacca)d antl - N1 oL

independence flag — red and white. &nd by

this act revive the greater Malay empire * (28).
The attraction of unity was also influsncsd by the fesling of
fear as foreign groups gradually  increased in strength  and
influsnoe. If the Malay people did not wnite with Indonesia,
political and economic  power would fall. Into  foreign  hands.

7. E.kE. KEim, "Panji-panji Bemerlapan Satu Perbicaraan Sejarah',
Historis, University of Malava Press, Ruala Lumpur 1984, p. 187.
28. Quote  Trom  Ahmad Masjidin, "Malayan Union Dari Eaca mata
Warta Negara', E.k. BEim {(ed), op.cit., p. 03,



Malays wéuld loose  their rights as had  happened o the Red
Indians in the United States (29). HMoreover, Indonesia was very
similar to the Malay Feninsuwla. Psople from Indonesia, with small
edceptions, had common roots and were nearly same in all aspects
as the Malays in the Malay Peninsula. Howsver, this conocept did
not receive full support from the Malay people, especially UMKNO
which beliesved the problems of Malay society in the Malay States
should be ssettled without foreign intervention. For example, UMNO
opposaed  Malayan Union by relving on co-operation betwesen Malavs
and Malay Bultans alone. The confidence of the UMND leaders can
be seen in Datuk Onn’'s words,

“Don 't be worried! Betweesn Malayva and Indonssia

the ssa which separates wus will not be closed.

The people share one language and customs, and

alt Some.-time in the future will obey the call of

blood uwunity. My advice is let Malays work hard,

and have a desire fto  improve themsslves  1n

order to prevent what belongs to them being lost

in sesking that objsctive" (30).
Despite Datuk Onn’'s speech, the concept of Greater Malaw failed
because Malavs retained their lovalty to their ruler. Malavs were
atill not ready to accept such a fundamental change, and
political activity remained in its sarly stages. IThrahim Yaacob
was  btoo radical in struggling for the concept of Greater PMalayva
29. Ibid, p. 204.

F0. Ibid.

R)
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without taking account of the Malay readiness.
" his struggle was Tor Greater Malay Association

in  fthe PMalay peninsula and Indonesia together

namely  Greater Malava or Greater Indonesia

(Indonesia Raya) but his claim was too advanced" (31).
The failure of this plan was also aftfected by the Japanese defeat
in the second world war. With Japaness assistance, Indonesia and
the Malay left wing nationalists planned to declare joint
independencs. But unfortunately, in bthe unsettled conditions as
the Japanese were defeated, Indonesia declared independence and

the

left Ibrahim Yaakob without direction. Befmve[secanﬂ worlad war,

because
the Fen Friend fAssociation was unigue, L other associations formed

in  the first ftwo decade of the twentisith century wers based on
the name of each state. They did not represent Malays as a whole
but only small groups of them.

Until 19245 when Japan was defeated, there was no evidence of a
Malay nationalist uprising. The British administration did not
suppose that either left or right wing HMalay nationalists
endangered the colonial authority wuntil UMND  was formed  to
underming  the Malavan Union schems. This proposal whereby the
British +ftried to change the administration of the Malay States
from protected states into a new formed-colony grsatly upset
Malays. The Malayan Union was to consist of all Malay States in
the Malay FPeninsula except Singapore put directly under  the

administration of a Governor. This schems would mean that the

Fi. C.E. Kheng, "Eveolusi Sebuah Negara Fersekutuan Malavsia: Satu

Farspektif Seijiarah”, Zurina Magjid (ed), Masvarakat Malavsia,
UeS.M., 1982, p. 4.
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Malay Sultans would lose their powegr and only be nesded
advisers on Islamic religious affairs (3. Im  addition, the
simple oitizenship, namsly "Jus 5011", caused Malay anger and
hatred towards the colonial pmwér. Citizenship was to apply to
all dimmigrants who‘had besn resident in Malava or in  Singapors
for a psriod of ften out of the fiftéen vears preceding 1% Febuary
1942, The gift of simple citizenship angered HMalays Dbecause
foreigners not only got citizenship, but at the same time thesy
were s=till oriented toward their home countries edmany of  them
were  anxious to go back to their countries of origin. Tsmhak Hi.
Muhammad a very famous writer, sypressad many opinions about this

and many other issues concerning the Chinese and Indians and the

"Malavan" concept EEy.  HMalay anger reached gresat heights not
the ,
only because of (Malavan Union itseld but the way it Was

introduced also  led fto much dissatisfaction on the part of the
Malay Bultans. They were Torced to accept without being given
mueh time to think., Harold MacMichael was the person responsible
for getting signatures of the Malay Sultans. He forced them to do
w0 by threatening that 1f they refused, they would be replaced by
other persons appointed by the colonial power.

This dissatisfaction on the part of Malay Sultans can be seen fTor
eample in the letfter written by Bultan Badlishah of Kedah:

2. B. Simandjuntak, Malavan Federalism: /A Stuwdy of Fedesral

Froblems in a FPlural Society Oxtford Universit Freses Fuala
L. e KA = k] k]

Lumpur & Singapore, London & New York 1969, pp. 39-414,

2% Abd. Latiff Abu Rakar, Ishalk Hji. Mubhamad: Fenulis dan ahli
Politik Sehingoa 1248, Universibty of Malava Press, RBEuala Lumpur
1977,




"I was presented with & wverbal wultimabum
with a +fimse limit, and in the event of
refusing to sign what I called the instrument
of  surrendsr, my successor who could sign
woulad  appoint  members of the state council
who
fwere competent to sign, undaﬁhk%j' L bhey
would  advise me  to sign. I was  ftold the
matter was p@ﬁémnal and confidential, and [
was not allowsd to tell my people what had
taken place " (34).
Sultan Abdul Azixz from Ferak also wirobe about their
dissatisfaction with the implementation of HMalayan Unimn; {in
March 1, 1946 ~“a: largse meeting was held wWhwas attended by forty
one  PMalay associations and ended with agresment to form a HMalay
congress.  From  this congress resolubion appeared a very sbrong
combined Malay resistance. PMalay resistance came from all  over

Malaya and the replacemsnt of Malavan Union by fthe Malay

Federation indicated that Malays could  be successtul in
preserving their national image and character and the

independence of the states.

M qlajc\ the
Th@ o Federation [ replaced [(Malavan Union in  1948. The Malay
Sultans regained their powsrs, but unfortunately their success
led to dissatisfaction on the other side, especially the Chinese.
They protested without violence and co-operated with the "Putera-—
Fmocja { a merger between Malay lett wing associations and  the

2. H., Miller, FPrince and Fremier, Eastern University FPrese (D
Bdn. Bhd., 1980, p. 7é.




workers wnion which was influesnced by communists! in putting
forward & menorandum namely  the ‘“'Perlembagaan Rakwvat® (The

Feople' s Constitubtion Froposals) in October 1947, I't containsd

ten articles (RS, but was  turned down because 1t was  too
idealistic and impracticable from a2 colonial view (E&H) . The

unsettled conditions and the failwe of the united fronmt to taks
powsr  in peace  pushed the Malave Communist  Pardy (MO into
launching a rebellion and the government declared an emergency in
1948 (37).

Many steps wesre taken in order to stop the rebesllion such as
introducing identity cards, setting up new villages, establishing
a  home guard and so on (28), but the most important efficient
step in dealing with the emergency was to promise independence,
although the Paceé in Malava needed to unite First. To Ffulfil
this reguiremsnt UMND (United Malayvs bNational Organizsation)y, FHOCA
(Malayan Chinese Association) and MIC (Malavan lndiah Congress)
worked together and Fformed '"perikatan® {alliancs} to get
independence  and  indirectly to weaken the comnunist movement.
Most of the MalavanUommunist Parbty membsrship was Chiness and

when  the MCA was formed and worked together with other races towads

EE. Details about articles, see B. Simandiuntak, op.cit., pp. 48—
4%,

ZbH. CLB. Eheng, "Asal Usul Masionalisma Malaya®™, op.cit., pp. 96~
9.

7. T.C. Eheng, " Pemberontakan PEM: Mengapa Berlaka', E.E. Eim &
Adnarn Hi. Mawang (ed), Darurat 1924819460, PMuzium Anghlkatan

Tentera, Fuala Lumpur 1984, pp. 27-42.

8. M. Caldwell, "From "Emergency’ to Independence", M. Amin & M.

Caldwell (ed), HMalaya: The Making of a New Colony, Russell Pea Foundation,
Mottingham 1977, pp. 22 22



independence. Many Chinese wers atbracted to join it. In this way
the communist movement was being wealkened.

Datuk  Onn earlier on had besn awars of the advantages of inter
racial co-operation and this led him to open UMND membership  to
the Chinese and Indians. But Malavs refused fto accept  this
suggestion, and he resigned from office. He had been the first

UMND chairman and now formed a new parbty, namely the Independence

Farty {(Farti Femnerdekaan). The British promiss to give
the
independence moved one step further, when (1983 slection was held

(which in turn followed the town council election held in 19352).
Inter -« racial co-operation was tested by these slections,
especially  in the case of UMNO.  WMND sgreesd to give additional
seats  to MCA  and MIC, each party receiving 15 and 2 seatbs

respectively, though not sligible to receive s many.

Total Registered Voters

1955 1240, 056
k]
1955 O RLTT7, 000
19464 IPIG, 631 (I

Voters Fercentage fAccording To Race

Race 1555 198 1964
Malays B .3 96,2 S4.1
Chinese 11.2 EEL9 8.0
Indian 4. 7.8 a7 (40)

29. GQuote from R.E. Vasil, "The 1964 General Election in Malava',
International Studies, Yol.l, NMo. 1, July 1945, p. 57.

40, Ibid, s=see also E.J. Ratnam, Communalism and the Political
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I¥ we anavlize the total vobters in the vear 19359 it is clear
that the percentage of Malay voters far out stvipped the other
FATRS.

The UMNO  leaders were aware that they could win the slection
withowut co-operating with the MCA and the MIC, bDubt wanbed to
display unity in order to make the British confident and ready to
giv@ independence. They were therefore ready to make sacrifices.
The readiness of the Halay leaders in UMNO and HMalavs generally,
to give 15 and 2 seats fto the MCA and the MIC was done by WHND in
order  to et independesnce and share power. The alliance which
comprised UMND, MCA and MIC won 51 out of 52 seats contested. For
the Jirst time there was inter—facial co-operation to achieve
independence, and the Eritish agresd to give indespendsnce on
August 31, 1957,

A8 a matter of fact, therefore, Malava nationalism did not exist
until all races wunited to ssek independence but Malay nationalism
had sxisted for several decades. The most important contribuation
to Malay nationalism was the reformist movemsnt which gradually
gtimulated discussion and which subseguently became the Malay
nationalist movement.

Frocess 1in Malava, University of Malava Press, Fuals Lumpur 1965,
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Religion

Up to the early twentieth cenbury, the condition of Malay life,
gspecially in the villages, was very bad. It was backward in all
aspects such as the economy and social and sducational provision.
There was little political consciousness. Howevar, new L[owns grew
rapidly, especially near the areas of fthe tin industry and the
rubber plantations accompanied by btransport developments, such as
road and railway construction, to mest the reguirements of thes
rubber and tin industries. Malay villages, sven s0, werse rather
by—-passed.

The small group of Malay intellectualls who saw and were aware of

i

what was happening around them realised that Malay society wa

it

being left far behind. These individuals, namely the Modernizer
(Baum Mudalr, bknew that HMalays should have propsr guides and
leaders from the Malay ruling class, but sadly that class seemed
not fto care about their peaplé, H5o, in  this situation, the
Modernizers themselves assumesd the responsibility for stimulating
the Malay people (1). They thought hard about how to spread their

reformist ideas and how to express criticism fto the government.

The Modernizers thought this could best be done  through
periodicals such as newspapers and magazines  together with
novels, poems and essays used by intellectuals who received a
Malay education. Many newspapers were published in Singapore and
Fenang because both towns could provide printing facilities, and
they were also more developed compared with other towns in  the

1o Al-Imam, 2% July, 1906,

e
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Malay Steates. Thers morse pesople could read, especially the small
@lite ogroups who were well esducated. In addition, numerous
schools were Duilt in both towns and newspapers were widely used
as  teaching media in Malay schools (). This indirectly
encouraged  newspapse publication.  UOrthodox wlama influence  was
not strong  in both towns because they could not  receive firm
backing from Malay Bultans as happened in  the Malay BSiates.
FMoreover, in  the Straits Settlements, which were directly
administerad undesr  the British, the government saw  religious

movemants as unimportant and it is therefore not surprising  that

many peEriodical advocatsd reform. However, sarlier Malay
periodicals did not concern themselves much  with Malay puiblic
life except Al-Imam. Actually thers weEre marny Malay
periodicals published after 1900 which could be used to spresad

reform ideas, namely Al-Imam, Neracs, Idaran Zaman, Saudara and

H0D O The importance of having & medium to o readd reform
ideas and for other purposes in Malay development was strongly
proclaimed by Al-Imam as “"a call +to our brothers" (bagil

menyampaikan seru kepada segala saudara kita) (3).

Al—-Imam was first published in Singespores in 1906, It was an

initiative taken by Sheikh Jalaludin Al-Azhari, Sved Sheikh Ahmad

Al~Hadi, Hji. Abbas Mohd Taha and Sheikbh Salim Al-Eilali. Sheikhb

Tahir was the first editor, Syed Sheikh Ahmad Al-Hadi  a
2. W.R. Roff, The Origins of Malay Mationalism, Yale University

Fress, New Haven 1967, p. 51.

Fe Al-Imam, 2% July 190646,
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contributor and  Sheikh Salim was the director of &l-Inam helped

for two vears by Hi. Abbas Mohd Tahe as second editor  (4).
Imam used Arabic soript (Jawilld. It appesared avery month and

altogether there were thirty one issues from when it was first

published until it ceased in December 1908, Al-

mAm  mMEans

leader (Femimpin), and this namg was suitable Tor the purposes or

aims of the publication. The aim of Al-Imam, sxpressed in Sheikh

lim's  introductory editorial, was "to remind those who are

o
%ood

b

§

TorgethI, arouse those who sleep, guide those who stray, and

give a voice to those who spsak with wisdom® (5.

.

Neraca (literally "Scale’ or Weighing machine) was founded in

Singapore in 1911. There is no clear frace of who was involved

in  the fTormation of Nepraca. It was started to carry on the

principles initially struggled for by Al-Imam. However, it seems

likely +that Hi. Abbas Mohd Taha, who was sescond editor in

Al—-Tmam, was responsible for the formation of Nersca (&) as a way

of continuwing his reformnist movement. In addition, RNeraca was

published in the same place as Al-Imam, Tandong FPagar, Singapors

(7). HNeraca, wnlike Al-Imam appsared weekly instead of monthly.

It ceased publication:, as Al-Imam had done, for financial

reasons, in mid — 1915,

4. W.R. Roff, op.cit., p. 5%.

e Al-Imam, 1 July, 190&.

He W.R. Roff, op.cit., pp. &63-&4.

7o Mohd Sarim Hi. Mustaliab, “Gerakan Islah Islamivyah di Tanah

Melavu 19046 Hingga 19489, HMalavsia Sejarah % Froses FPenbangunan,
Fersatuan Sejarah Malavsia, Euala Lumpur 1979, p. 1354,

61



There is no oclsar svidencs about the size and natuwrs of  its
readership, but there is little doubt that a majority of its
readers A from the intellectually  and mocially more
sophisticated eslement of the towns and from those religiously
educated who had received some initial fraining in Islam.

Utusan Melavu (Malay HNewsletter) was founded by En. [Fohd

n laoft
Eunos aAbdullah (8) in Singaporefand lasted until 1922, He was the

first editor, and selected and published a generous selection of
local news (Mainly Singapore), obviously chosen with urban Falay
interest in mind. Editorially he provided intelligent but alwavs
moderately expressed comment on a wide range of public issues.
Oocasionally mildly oriftical of the government where i1ts Malay
policies wers involved, it was egually anxious to place upon the
Malays the responsibility for helping themselves (9. Ubusan
Melayyu was published thres times a week. Each isswue ordinarily
consisted of fouwr pages, three in "Jawili’ and one in  the Roman
script. The Roman page, at the back of the paper, reprodoucsd the
main news {(and editorial) given in "Jawi’ on the front and was

gpecifically designed to meed the needs of readers of those two

scripts. Uiusan Melayvy survived a long time in comparison with

organization and could reach an increasingly wide public.

Idaran Zaman (The circle of the time) was published in Fenang

8. For garly activities, see W.R. Roff, op.cit., pp. 15%-1&1;
Zulkipli b. HMahoud, Warits HMalave Fenyambung Lidah Bangsa PMelavu,
Jabatan Sejarah U E.M., 1979, p. 111.

e Ihid, p. 16&0.
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between 19235 and 1930, and appearsed weekly. It was foundsd and
edited by Fohd Yunus bin Abdul Hamidd, who had migrated to Malava

in 1934 from Langkat in East Sumatra  (10). ldaran Zamanr., in

Comparison was a newspaper rather than a primarily religious
publication such as Al-Imam and  pNeraca, but the strong
reformist views of its editor, doubtless developesd by association

with Syed Sheikh Al-Hadi were freguently svidenced in its

columns. Idaran Zaman circulated and was distributed fairly

wicdely throughout the peninsula, especially in  the northern

state

4]

fne  interesting point which we can obssrve here is  that nearly
all +fthe founders of these publications were not really HMalay,
with the exception of Hi. A&Abbas Mohd Taha (Singapore born)  and

=

Mohd  Eunos Abdullah. The rest of them were of foreign descent -
frab ., Indian and Indonesian. This situation cwwatéd SO
suspicions and led certain people o observe that since they were
not  M"real Malays" (local Malays) how could they be regarded as
Malay leaders?. To answer this guestion, ths answsr came from the
founders themselves. According tg them, they loved their new
country and adopted it as their homsland. They wers assimilated
into Malay society, and even married Malay pesople and presumned
themselves as members of Malay socisbty:; Sheikh Mohd S8alim added

" we  have drunk  its milk, and our flesh

and blood has groun from its soil, and

our lives have prospered. We are therefore

10, Ibid, p. 165.



indebted to it, and owr children as well" (11).
However, such an explanation was not really necessary since Malay
society never asked who the reform leaders were and even accepbed
them voluntarily. For example, Zaaba, who was a very famous Malay
wrlter dizcussed Syed SBheikh Ahmad Al-Hadi as a reformer  even
though hé was not a "real Malayy., He wrote about him as follows,
describing him as

Yoone who was not a real Malay but who adapted

himself with his whole heart  and total

commitment. "Meslayu” a real Malay «.... such a

person is very rare in this country and he was

very sad and conscious of Malay backwardness

in all aspects of development in  this world

and the next" (12).
The fouwe pubiicatimnﬁ like other jouwrnals, published many  ibtems

of local and forsign news. In addition, they also published many

columns, like correspondence columns and most imporbtantly,
editorials. They also published many advertisements Tor shoes,

magarines, cars, medicines and so on. Advertisement was nobt only
important to the readers in order to gain imforemation aboul new
things, but incoms from the advertisement also helpesd to finanoe
publication.

The editorial column was the most important. It was written by
the editor either from his own idesas or on the basis of  many

1l1. Al—fmam, 23 July, 19046,

2.  Baudara, 24 February, 193534, guote from Mohd., Sarim, op.ocit.,

1979, p. 157.



translated articles from foreign newspapers and magazines,
particularly English and Arabic. Mozt of the articles had a bias
to  reform  ddeas  in ordsr  to develop HMalav society. The
correspondence column also allowesd published articles sent by
readers. It is of great interest to read the views of the readers

who =sent in their ideas abowut current issues and showed their

reaction tmwawdg what was happening around  bthem o the
correspondence column. The esditorial column was momnetimes
strongly auppmwted,‘but on 7 L other oocasions strmnély attacked.
Whatever the reaction, the opporituniby for controversy

reprasented & contribution ftowards Malay development. At least
both columns persuaded other readsrs, and the Malay community
generally, to  think about their futurs and the position of  the
Malay race. Hany subjects were discussed by editors and readers
involving almost every aspect of the Malay community -~ religious,
social, educational, sconomic and not least political aguestions.
The Malay community was woged to reform its position and  always
asked why it permitted the existing situwation. Ways forward ware
suggested. The writers sadly concluded that the Malay community
was not united and did not know how fTo use money, »and held  the
wrong principles in religion and so on.  The influsnce of ocustom
and a negative attitude led to the lack of esducation, and
o °

Apolitical consciousness. The British colonial government was also
a target for criticism. It was accused of causing Malavs to  be
left behind in all aspescts. However, in contrast, the weriters
warse always respectful towards Japan because of its successtul

modernization, and  hoped Japan would help  them throw off

&5



calonialism and become a free and developed community (L3,

11 the publications so far mentioned except Ubtusan Melayvu, W
P :

created by small groups of interested men who had  received
religious education from the Middle East. Latéwq Rowesver, thies
work  of  these Modernizers was followsd by a group who recsived
a PMalay and English educations, ‘esp@cially from MFSI and  MMCOEE
respechtively.  They represent a group of people who knew what was
happening around them, and wanted to ses their race becoms

developsd by introducing reform ideas.

These Modernizers not only had the new idgas of reform, but most
importantly they wished fto benefit Malay development without
being opposed to Islamic valuss. In other words they wsre “Muada®
(voung? in outlook rather than in age. Among the most famous ware
Sheikh Tahir Jalaludin and Syed Sheikh Ahmad Al-Hadi who wers
vary active in Malay reform in the early twentisth century.

The relationship betwesen Malaya and the Middle East was 1mng
astablished. The Middle East was not only a place for the Haj
pilgrim but many Malay parents sent their children for further
religious education in Mecca and Eahirah. The Middle East alwavs

became the favourite destination for religious stuwdents to pursues

]

their study. The stream of the religious students movemsnts can
be shown in the diagram below.

Modernizers realized that & vital factor in Malay backwardness
was the failure to understand and follow Islamic teaching
correctly. Therefore they urged the Malay community to work  and

1%, Uitusan Melayva, 28 Junes, 191




[
Kelantan

(14,

improve their future based on Eoran and "Hadith®., They belisved
Malayve failed to accept proper guidance sspecially from religious
teachers and religious authorities such as  from  the Y"Imam"
(praver leader), "Hathi" (Islamic magistrate), and S0 on.

Sheikh Tahir published his first articles entitled "Surat terbubka
Fepada Segala Ulama" lopen lebtiter to all Ulamad, and in them he
atrictly wroged the Malay community to follow Allah (God) and the
commands  of his  prophet (15). Generally reformist  idesss as
expressed by the Modernizers aimed +to develop the Malay
community, which at the time was backward in comparison  with
other races, on  the basis of Iﬁlam._ The Malay community was
unable to compste with other races bhecause 1t cowld not
understand Islamic teaching in its real sense.

The backwardness of Malays also derived from their TN
weaknesses. Many Malays were not educated, and as a resull

i4. Awang Had Salleh, "Institusi Pondok i Malaysia", Zainal
Fling (ed), HMasyvarakat Helawvu: Tradisi dan Perobahan,

Utusan Publication, Fuala Lumpur 1977, p. 40.

15, Al-Imam. 2% July, 1%06.



depended too  much on ftraditional wvalues. The failurs T
understand Islamic teaching and follow it in the proper way put
theam in an  under -~ developsd situation. Based on this
consciousness, Modernizers expressed many reform ideas but always
related  them fto Islam.

The community "Umat” of Islam was alwavs wrged to follow Allah’s
command  and not to dignore his prohibitions in order to  bescome

successful. Modernizers criticized many Malavs because they did

not practice many religlious commands, such as daily praver.
Modernizers believed if somsone wanted to get success he must

work  hard and not forgset to fulfil religious dutiss in order  to

get "Rahmat"iblessing from Bod.

Y oat this Ltime many people (Umatd have

forgotten their religion in their daily

life and as they forget Allah so Allah

will forget them" (1é&).
Howevear, Modernizers realized that Malay negligence towards
religious commands, was caused by misunderstanding about the
correct Islamic teaching. Responsibility for the failure of
Malays to understand Islam  in the proper  way was placed
substantially on the teachers who placed more emphasis on life in
the next world "akhirat” withﬁut considering the situwation in the
present  world and the real Islamic teaching. They assumed that
life in  "Akhirat" is very important and for thalt reason many
Malavs had to mmncentwate in this world on preparing for life in

16. Ibid, 12 July, 1907.
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the next. They did not emphasise the importance of the life in
this present world becesuse they believed it would be left behind
aftter death. The attitude of the such religious teacher who gave
special emphasis on the importance of YAkhirat" was a cause of
the backwardness of Malavs. For sxample, MNeraca mads fthe
following comment:

" mertain  teachesrs when they instruct many

Malavs about religious subjscts wros them to

recite (Kitab) religious books and (Hadith).

Such people in the (Masiid!) mosgue o in

other places, condemn the life of the world

and confer (Fahala Akhirat) religious rsward

in order to persuade people to hate a worldly

life" (17).
PBesides the religious teacher, religious authorities including
orthodox  Ulama (religious scholars) were also  important  iIn

influencing the mental outlook of Malays., They too pleaced little

emphasis on  anvything #ecept "Akhirat". Thay wers a VEY
influential group  especially in the Unfederated HMalay Grtates

where they received strong support  from  the adminisbtration,
namely from Malay Sulians who had religious power in their hands.
Modernizers accused this group of people of cheating. They made
Malays careless by their interpretation of Islamic teaching and
brought PMalave into the dark valley of ignorance. The stvle of
this group was described by Al-Imam as,

17. Meraca, 12 May, 19182,



" people who wear a Dig turban and sell
(tangkal) talisman and cheat, and walk
about carrying a (Tasbihl, and walk with

long walking stick'" (ig).

Thise growup of peoplse were also known  as an%@PQativgs and
congisted of an old group of people who refused fTo change
{especially  ftheir minds), but stuck to fthe old valuss and
customs, some of which Modernizers believed to be opposed to the
Foran and "Hadith". These Conservative beliefs and valuess wers
maintained by other factors such as poor education and customs
associated with animism. For sxample, the "Imam", as head of the
mosgque, had special responsibility for friday pravers. At the
village level, alongside the headman, he was very important and
therefore his influence was great among the Malays. To be  an
"Imam", one showld have higher religious education (though it was
not wvitald), but in the case of the Malay community most of the
"Imams " had obtainead anly Lower religious education.
Nevertheless, most of them had been pilgriﬁﬁ to Mecca and had the
title YHaji". Ths impact of poorly-educated "Imams" was bad on
the HMalavs. Some of their teachings were mppmséd to Islamic
principlies, such as giving more priority to "dkhirat" rather than
worldly Amatt@rag whereas both should be treated as sqgual. This
unbalanced priority led Malays not fto be aggressive in  finding

worldly wealth and pleaswres "Femewahan". The carelessness  was

the
spread widely inAMalay community, and this kind of  YImam" can

18. Al-Imam, 1 June, 1708.



ztill be found to exist even in the recent yvears. For ssample,
this speech was described by Swift in 1960's in  Jelebu, Negeri

Sembilan.

M amsensnsawnas « il sermon after  sermony, I have
heard  the preacher begin with a short admission
of the rightness of enjoying this woeld, and
trying  to prospesr in it, only to launch into what
is in effect, a denial of these opening remarks,
He stresses  that too gresat & concern with riches
and pleasures in this world would endanger ones
chances of sternal happiness in the next. aAnd the
tone  and vocabulary used is so strong as to imply
that it would be better not fto concern onself with
this world at  all, for our life here is only a
time of testing, and bowever gresat and wealthy a
man  may be, when he dies he leaves hiﬁ wealth and
fame Dbehind him, and has only religious work ne
performaed during his life to his creditnlnﬁeedg
what seems to be good fortune in life, wealth and
fame corrupt  the heart and can damn the man who

is the snvy of all his fellows" (1%).

Despite oriticising this group for corrupting the Malay mind,
Malave were also reminded by the Modernizers to use their
intelligence when they received instruction. Halays were told

19. Ouote from Mohd Fauzi Yaacob, “Hemnunduran Masyarakat Melayu -
Satu Tinjauan Sosio-Budaya', in Zainal Eling, op.cit., p. 1468,



“don't  depend  too much on ftsachers, but use intelligencse  and

adapt what is taught" (20). Beside this misunderstanding about
religion, Modernizers also touched on the basic principles of

religion, such as praver. The Islamic community was warned of the
importance of daily praver, sspecially Friday praver. Malays wers
urged not to forget to pesrform their pravers and were reminded

va in

that [ relates clossely to practice (21). In addition, assembling

for prayer could create social benefit for Malays. They could

meet sach other and exchangse idesas aftter praver, and by this gmmd.
relationship could create wunity. To understand what was the
disease of the Malay community and how to overcoms it in the best

pmﬁaiblé way, Modernizers believed it was necessary to understand

Islamic teaching. Islam should be examined deeply, obthsrwisse one
could get wrong perceptions. Islam had a universal application,

touching o the sconomy, ﬁmCi&l life and politics as well.

Because the majority of Malays at the time lacked education, it

was therefore not surprising if they saw Islam  from a narrow
perspective. For example, Al-Imam published articles on how Malay
vouth were taught to perform Islamic practices. UOne article noted

that “a man who practices religion spends all his time in  the
mosgue and is isolated® (22).

Bome Malay vyouths were reluctant to observe Islamic commands
because they did not understand the real hrincipla. It was not

20, Idaran Zaman, 12 September, 1929.

21. Neraga, 20 January, 19185.

22, Al-Imam, 23 July, 1906,
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vital to recite religious instruction, and pray at a ceritain tims
and certain place. They could pray anyvwhers as long as the place
was  clean. MNeverthelsss a mosgue was a better place because a
group of people were involved (Berjemsah).
The Malay attitude and negative mentality in these matters ware
criticised by the Modernizers. Muglims were asked to use their
intelligence ‘(Qkali in ordar to determine and choose which was
good  and which was bad, because men had beesn given the gift of
intelligence. For example, men shouwld not simply trust a nsw and
unknown person. This kind of attitude would endanger Malay unity
and hindew Malay development, and this kind of person WaS
" all  communities in the East who follow Islam,
are cheated by artifical elements from the West
(Saduran Barat), and th@y are diverted from
religion and cheated by the men who wear burnouse
(long coat), because they teach that evervons
who  wears burnouwsSe must therseforse be piows
Tmlim. Actually such people cause divisions

{ o

among Malayvs" (23).

This group of people was accused by the HModernizers of
responsibility Tor  Malay darkness. in  addition, theay  took

advantage of Malay indifference. Men who always wore burnoase came

from the Middle East, - Some of them claimed descent from the
an . . N
prophet Muhammad, g becaugaofthla - . ih%, ] received  much

respect from Malays. Gullick puts it clearly when he notes thatyg

2%, Ibid, 12 July, 1907.



"oin Maléy socisty putative descent from

the prophet is recognized by the honorific

titles "Syed” or "Svarifah"” which confer

status squal to that of & "Raja" of a roval

descent® (247,
Such  drresponsible people were oriticised by Modernizers  in
articles published by Al-Imam which wrged the Malay community to
stick together and callsd 11 Muslim people fo unite and develop
whatever they nesded to prosper in this world as well as in the
"AkhiratY. The specific illustration +the article gave wWas a
school building programme (235). Im  addition o achisve
development, Malays were wrgsd o help sach other. The importance
of mutuwal support could prevent Malay disunity and hostility
amongst themselves., Malays would get benefit if they co-operated
and practiced mutual help, and such unity could strengthen Malay
forces or voices in making & deal with g@v@rnmentu For exampls,
by making a claim for the "HaPi Rayva! feast after a fasting monith
as a holiday if it f2ll on a working dav. This Falay sadness was

expressed by Utusan HMelavu as follows:

it ods very sad  for the Muslim community
if (Hari Raval) cannot be celsbrated merely
because this country is pult wunder colonial
administration" (2é).

24,  J.M. Bullick, Malaysia: Economic Expansion and National
Unity, Westview Fress, Toronto 1981, p. 40.

25, Al-Imam, 1 June, 1908,

260 Utwsan Melavw, 16 September, 1913,
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FModernizers also wrged the Malay community fto follow developed
n

countries such as Japan andf{Europes. They argued that any races

counld achisve success 1T they worked hard and had the confidence

to accept modernization. The Japanese modernized their countey in

political, seconomic and defence aspechts, bub still obeved btheir

religion. Whatever religion was followsd by the Japaness, they

s5t1ll succesded in achieving development — as can still be seen

i

even  today. In other words, religion was not a factor o stop
development. Meanwhile Modernizers accused Malavs themselves of
lacking the confidence to accept modernization, because they saw
western civilization as the snemy of Islam. HModernizers denied
this belief and described it as a wrong and narerow perception.
Furtharmora, fAl-Imam explained, Japan nesded ocontacts with
foreign countries for the {following reasons: (7).

a. fs marksts for their goods.

b. As plaéea for training their students, tutors and teaaherﬁn

ce. A8 allies for defence purposes and to expand their power.

I somesone changed his religion, but did not at the same btime
changs his attitude and mentality, he and his state would stay at
the same level. For sxample, "Raja Habsyvah'" changed his religion
and  becams a Christian but his state was still under developed
comparasd with BEuwope, added Al-Imam (28).

Actually many factors shapsd Malay beliefs. There was too great a
dependence on "Takdipr® (destiny?)  which resulted from a

N

27. Ouote from Abdullah Hji. Jaafar, "&l-Imam", .k, Elm (&d),
Sejarah Masvarakat Melavu Moden, Fersatuan Mazium Malaysia, Huala
Lumpur 1984, p. 89%.

28. Ibid.



misunderstanding of Islamic principles and had bad efifects for
the HMalays. They believed "Takdir" controlled their lives and
this made them a passive group. They just waited to ses what
would happen, and beli@vedbwhatevar happensd was determined and
fived by God (%), As a result they did not need to work hard,
because it would not make any sense to them. They belisved their
situation would not changse if it was destined by God. This wrong
perception discouraged Malays from working hard, whereas in fact
Islam wrged its followsrs to work hard egually for life in bhs
real world and in the "Akhirat". Malays therefores ought to work
hard and only rely on "Takdir" after evervihing they could do had
besen done.

God asked people to work hard equally for life in this world and
the next, and aftter they had done their best  they should

ol

"Bertawakal" and hope God would give good luck to  them after
their pravers, but they shall not to be sad if God deteroined
otherwise. HMuslims should not be desperate if they failed, but
continues tﬁ try until success was achieved. Howesver, in practice
this situation was not often different Ffor fthe Malays, and
therefore Neraca. freguently made hie indirect attacks on  those

people who shared this misunderstanding. "They taught if someone
fo be )

wantuﬂwealthy he should only “"Bertawakal" to the God who could

conftfer wealthy to him without fulfil the way which could bring

waalthy" (30),. This situation bscome worse for Malaves when 1t was

29, Neraca, 18 fAperil, 1915,

FO. Ibid.
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mixed with animiszm. This practice required the performance of

i

everal spiritual ceremonies before starting work whether in
\
agriculture, building a house, a wedding, "Mandi Safar" (a Bath
to avoid disaster which usually took place in the beach! and so
on. They believed such things, which were clearly wibthoubt power,
could aftfect their lives, and believed someons would meset  with
disaster if he broke the rule. For @xample, it somesone was ill,
he was disturbed by a ghost or devil, or he had made the ghost
angry by doing something forbidden. Morsover, such people did not
want to see the doctor but preferred a "Bomoh" oe magician Eira

Modernizers advised Malavs fto use hospitals and doctors, becauwse

this was much bettsr than magician55 Ltusan Melavy wrote that
"the aims of government and doctor  are good,  they want  to
decreasse disease and mortality in owur countey” (Z2y. frMalay
reluctance to o to hospital to seek treatment was refsrred  to

again a few yvears later. It was noted that Malay reluctance to go

was because of the rigid procedurs used in hospitals and  fears’

of Christian influence
A further problem existed when such magicians not only 7.0,
failed to cure the patients but somstimss  ftook advantage  and
cheated them. A magician was an important person in the village
and his function was always associated with spiritual ceremoniss.
The institution of magician was long established in  the HMalay
Al. Beese chapter 1.

2. Utusan HMelavu, 24 September, 1910.

i Ibid, EF1 May, 1913,
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comnunity.  How  muach Malayo m@ntalitg was influsnced by animism
and "bomoh' duties can be summarized as fmllmwg:

" in all agriculture opesrations such as

sowing, reaping, irrigation  works, and

the oclearence of Jjungle for planting, in

fishing at sea, in prospecting  fTor

minerals, and cases of sicknesss his

assiatanc& is  invoked. He is  esntitled

by custom to certain small fess. .. (34),
Modernizers argued theat such beliefs were wasteful and opposed to
Islamic teaching. The Malay community was asked to forget and not
to practice that nonsense any.Morg, because it caused Malay
hackwardness. The initiative to sweep oult all this nonsense was
clearly taken by Al-Imam, when it declared itself to be the most
tierce enemy of all "bidaah" and "Euraftat" (beliefs and practices
which opposed to the Islamic teaching) and wasteful customs which
people mix up with religion. And the work of Gl-Imam was to call
all Muslims to wunite to build whaltever Was important Tor 1ife both
in  this world and the next (35). This practice upsst HOME
Muslim hsarts. Howsver, Modernizers complained about * &ll our
dear people wwhe: hold stupid attitudes and maintain & stuborn
mentality which refuses to changes old belisfs" (3&4). Th&lreaamns
why individuwals made difficulties abouwt changing or  refused
;g:"”;?;f“;;;;;j“;ﬁlav Magic: fAn Introduction to the Follklore ang

Fopular Religion of the HMalay Peninsula, Macmillan, London 1900,
pe 97,

5. Al-Imam., 1 June, 1908,

EéH. Utusan HMelayvuw, 24 Sepltember, 1910,
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absolutely to change, related to the fact that these practices
were vary old., Moreover, Hindu customs had been established long

snough o influence Malay life before the arrival of Islam.

Maturally, Lo, there were ‘impurities’ of custom and belief
derived from Malay tradition itself.
Modaernizers not only criticised religious matbers and

misunderstanding by the Malavs, but they never forgoedt to touch on
other aspscts of Malay backwardness. Malavs were urged to be
well-behaved in doing work and the resulis would bs good  foo.
Spvere coriticism was expressed of & section of +ths HMalay
comnund by who liked o waste time and didrn’t want to work hard
(7). They liked to talk to =ach other in the coffes shop about
nonebenaficial matters. What was even worse about their attitude
was that. they never tried to do anything except to complaint or
criticise, "when we find ouwr brothers trying to do o good  work
particularly for our development, we refuse to help and simply
criticise and after we have finished criticising do not try fto do
petter Y (38). To achieve d&velmpm@ﬁt? Malavs should co-opesrate
otherwise their standard would sink below the human  level said
Meraca, it owe do not help each other we will becoms worss than
ants (semut?) and where could we put our hope i we fell below the
ant % (39,

In order to improve the Malay community, Modernizers suggssted

EF7. HMeraca, 17 February, 1915,

8. Ibid, 19 January, 19212,

9. Ibid, 10 July, 1910.



that Malays must work hard and sweep away negabive abttitudes  and
values together with wastetful customs and realise the importance
of religion. However, HModernizers wers aware that Malavs had to
be educated first especially in the concepts of Islamic religion.
Modarnizers suggested that the people who should bring back  the
purity of Islam were the Ulama, the religious leadsrs. in
addition, teachers who taught religion should be responsible for
teaching Islamic children. This situstion was wvery important
becauss Malavs had to be tacsoght in the proper way and at an early
age in order to get satisfactory results and i there was to be a
good new gensration (40).

Modernizers believed that a new small group of peoples which

+he

received education especially from{Middie East would be able to
sweap away Malay beliefs and behaviouwr which caused their failure
in all aspects of life. Modernizers werse awareg that 1if  they
failed to carry out reform, Malays would stay at the same level

wiss  bhey could not compete with  immigrants.

A1)

or even worse, bec
However, HModernizers belisved that §if Malavs wers ready  to
changse according  to Islam, thars was no doubt that the Malay

comnunity would succeed. It they succeeded,

Yopur community will regain its past glory

and place of honour "Eemulian” (41).

Modernizers belisved the illness Taced by the Malay community was

40, Al-Imam, 12 July, 1807,

41. Ibid, 23 July, 1906.
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caused by many factors, bulbt the most important one was religion.
Malavs misunderstood both learning and practicing the Islamic

religion. This wes emphasized as follows,

* perhaps 1t may be said that we most need
the skill of craftmanship and agriculturs, or
Enowledos of how o rescus wus from the slough
of apathy and indolence, or that we must
learn to unite for the common good «..... All
this is ftrus, but the onse  thing that will
strengthen  and realise all owre desires is
knowledge of the cqmméndﬁ of our religion.
For religion is the proven cure for all the

ills of ouwr community" (420,

Reform idaaﬁ_carrieﬂ by Modernizers received a strong challengs
from the Conservetives group which included religious asuthorities
in the states such as the "Eathi® or religious magistrates, and
the Uiama who were very powesrful in each state and could inspect,
administer and produce "Fatwa" (Legal ruling by & Jurist).
Modernizers therefore concentrated theie atbtempts to  spread
reform  ideas in the Straits Sesttlemsnts, becauses Conssrvatives
were

Arot vary sitrong  therse in contrast to the Malay States.

Conservatives received strong support from the reigning Sultans
! ) =]

and Islam was pleaced wnder their control. The influence of
Modernizers in the Straits Settlements spread widely because the

42, Ibid, 1 July, 1906.
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British administration did not interest itself in Islamic
affairs., British administration policy in such matters was a
consegquance of the FPanghkor tﬁeaty which was signed in 1874 between
the British and Malay chiefs. In the treaty, the BEritish promisesd
not to involve themselves in Islamic affairs and Malay customs in
return  for  the appointment of a British Resident in Perak.
Furthermors, the British administration believed disturbances
within Islam were issuses among Malays themseslves, and did not
involve British interssts.

Modernizers had success in spreading their influence as a result
of the building of many "Madrasah® religious schools such as
Madrasah Al-Igbal in Singapore 1907, Al-Hadi in Halacéa, 1913,
and  Al-Mashywr  in Fenang, 1218 and  together with several
publications of newspapers and magarzines, such as  Al-Ikhwan and

Saudara, published in Penang in 1926 and 1928 respectively, in

addition to Al-Imam. MNeraca and Lembags Melavw which we have

already noted in Singapore.
Reform ideas advocated by Modernizers can be found widely in
NEWSpapers, magazines and  through  fteaching given  in the
"Madrasah'. In order to stop and prevent reform movement from
spreading, Conservatives tried to stop distribution of newspapers
and magazines which published reform ideas in the Malay EStates.
Some states prevented the entry of HModernizer periodicals and
other publications and imposed penalties Tor anvone printing or
publishing literature concerning the Islamic religion wibthout
the

written permission of {Sultan (43). Before this, an Islamic

4%, W.R. Roff, op.cit., p. 80.



gnactment Tor the same purpose was mads in 1904, The enactment
forbade any person, eexcept in his house and family, to teach any
Pev iissTon
raeligious doctrine unless he had obtained written AMrom the Sultan
{44y, However, HModernizers advocated many reforms  which  they
believed improved Malavs and were not opposed to Islamic values.
They also wroed their countrymen not to be worried about simple
matters such as whether they were allowed to pray without
"Songkok! (cap/tarbooshy, wear a neck -tie, or not wear a turban
it they have been to Mecca, whether to take photographs or go o
the cinema. Whereas #DP the Conservatives, these things wesere
vital., Conflict between both groups bscane clear when some
of

Modernizers tried to demonstrate in fromt L Conservatives.

This conflict become serious especially after 1920°'s, thowgh the
avg;xment only focussed on a sub-problem or  "Fura/cabang"  in
Islamic religion (45) . Discussion continowsly  took places
everywhare bto try to overcoms the problems which esxisted between
them but the discussion always ended in tension. For sxample,
the “YEetuk~ketuk" (instrumsnt used in the mosguss  to determine
the beginning of praver tims) became an issus. In Malacca 1t was
reported to have been stolen by Modernizers because they beliesved
the use of "Hetuk-ketuk” was associsated with the bell used in  a
Chrigtian church. Hostility betwsen bobth groups becoms  more

directly expressed when many articles and views were published in

45, W.R. Roff, op.cit., pp. 75-87:; dMohd Sarim Hi. Mustajab,

op.cit., pp. 149-163%; Nik abd Aziz, " Fendekatan Pengajaran Izlam
i  Eelantan Antara Tahun 18601940, HMalavsis Sejarabh & Froses
FPembanounan, Fersatuan Sejarah Malavsia, Fuala Lumpur 1982, [
5.
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order  to  support  both sides. Idaran Zaman, Al-Ikhwan and

Saudara, were published in Pernang and gave strong support fo

the Modernizers. On the other hand, L.iclah EBenar was used by
the Conservatives to channel their views. Lidah Bepar was

published in Felang by Raja Bon. Hesides Lidabh Benar, Suara Benar

and  Fanduan ware  published in Malacca and Fuala Eangsar
respectively, and also supported the Consesrvatives. They acoused
Modernizers of irreligion because of ftheir reform movemsnt. This
accusation was denied by HModernizers who emphasissd the principle
that man must wuse his YAkal" (reason) o deter;minsg the true
religion rather than "Blind acceptance”. The Eanﬁewvati§@$, wrrote
Al-Tkhwan in 1929,

" bhehave as though it was obligatory fto believe

Y

all the law boolk of  the Ulama, and every

word in  them, as though they were the Roran

itself.o... while the “"Eaum Muda"' (Modernizers)

hold  that the FEoran and "Hadith" alone have

this authority, and that as none of the Ulama

arg fTree Trom srror, God has given us raason,

or intelligence, with which o sxamine what the

Ulama say" (48).
The Conssrvatives also corifticized Modernizers, berause of thesir
initiative in showing concern about worldly matters. What was
most  important to them was religion.  Man need religion to  live
aspecially in the “"Akhirat", therefore whatever man did in  the

4&. Quote Trom W.R., Roff, op.cit., p. 77.
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world other than for religious purposes, was a waste of time. For
@xamp e, the building of Madrasah &l-Tgbal in Singapors was
criticized by the Conservatives. Some of them argusd that if
pupils were put in schools and hostels their intelligence would
not develop because they would wuse foo much time for studying and

and

becoms worse children{less pious (47). Howsver, Modernizers

afrc.f d that 'Hflfj

defended themselves by attacking Conservatives whe wut.g Cwonildd
. . S ave,
loge ~ = their position, “the more peopls [ educated the less
. n
influence they wiltheve (48). aAnd their behaviour alwavs described by
Modernizers as follows:
" they don’t want to spend money to educate
their children, but are more ready to spend
much money Tor unimportant purposss such as

wedding ceremonies, gambling, partiss and

s oon M (4%) .,

The reform movement used religion as a msans to solve problems in
the context of its ambition to see the development of the Falay
commurnity. .$heikh Tahir Jalaludin tried to define the religious
movensnt as an attempt to correct religion, not to lessen or add
anvthing which was not taught by the prophet. What was needed was
to correct religion and return to sasier and simple  forms. Thus
from the egarly twentieth century wuntil the 1920's the tendency of
their movemsnt  can

47, Al-Imam, 1 Juns, 1508.

48. Ibid.

49, Ibid.

e said to aim to cowedale more self-awarenes



ond TO

Adevelop and strengthen the Malay community by using the concept
of purity of Islam on the basis of the Horan and  "Hadith". PFuch
amphasis was placed at this stage on religion and its impact  on
Malay behaviour. The implications for the economy, education and

politics will be discussed later on.

8&



EDUCATION
The importance of education is alwave stressed by the newspapers
alongside thse economy and religion, and they believed that Malavs
were also falling behind in this sphere. Modernizers argued that
education could improve and develop HMMalay socisby. Their
confidence that education could play an important roles can  be
seen as follows,

"the EBEuropean community could not expand

their administration from the West to the

East uwnless they had knowledge, and the

Japanese community with its population not

exeesding fifty million could not defesat

a community which had & population of a

hundred million (China and Russial unless

it possessed knowledge" (1).
This statement confirmed the view that 2 community could only
develop and succeed when it wae sducated. The confidence that
education couwld help to contribute to HMalay developmsnt was

stressed again by ldaran Zaman which stated that " to develop our

oy

race we need education” (2.

The awarsness of the importance of educsation by Modernizers was
usad by them to constantly wrge Malavs to develop sducation. Theay
also believed that in addition +to misunderstandings about

religion  and negative attitudes towards life held by Malays,

o
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1. Al-Imam, 23 July 1904.

2. ldaran Zaman, 4 March 1926,



sducation was among the factors which made them backward.

it someone asks  why our race in this

location declines, 1t is  just  enough

it we say with a short answer that it is

because they are poorly sducated or not

educated at all”™ (Z).
Religious schools certainly existed in Halay soocieby, but
Modernizers stressed the need to introduce and develop modern
education (seculari.
Before the British arrival, the religious school sducation svstem
was conducted by religiously educated fteachers, chossn Dy
students or parents. There were two types of religious schools
offered in Malava, "Sekolah Fondok" (literally means hut school)
and sometimes Jjust called "Pondok", and the obther "Seskolah
Ugama/luran” or religious/Eoran school. From the physical aspect
"Sekolah Fondok" comprised & teacher’'s home, a study roomn,
whether in the teacher’'s house or in a “surau nearby and  small
houses around the teacher’'s house and "surau” where students
Tiwved (4.  "Bekolah Pondok" were very obvious and  freqguenitly
found in  the northesrn states. Religious/koran schools were
established in the rest of the country. Edoucation given in  tha
"Sekolah FPondok" placed more emphasis on religious maitbters. It
can be summarized as follows,

e Meraca, 22 January, 1915,

4. Awang Had Salleh, "Institusi Fondok di Malavesia", Zainal Kling
(ed), PMasvarakat HMelayu Antarsa Tradisi dan FPerubaban, UWUbtusan
Fublication, Euala Lumpur 1977, p. 34,
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1. Morning prayver (Subuh?l.
2. Morning Lecture (from seven until ten o’'clock in the morning?.
Se Revision or private work.
A Afternoon praver.
3. Evening lecture.
& Evening praver.
7. Might prayer (maghribl.
8. Late night praver (Isvak) followed by revision (5}.
While education given in the religious/koran schools also  paid
much  attention to religious matters, including reciting  the
FKorarn, Vlittl@ was learnsd about how to write. GBullick describes
the instruction in the traditional system of the Horan School as
one g

"oin which Malay children learn a little

Arabic and recite the FEoran as a form

of religious instruction” (&).
Education in religious schools was conducted by a teacher in his
house, mnosgue or “suran” and alwayvs students staved with the
teacher during the period of study. In addition to following the
education given by his teacher, the student also had a
responsibilty  to work for the tsacher, such as look after his
orchard or collect firewood. Hh&n the stuwdents become adult, they
WE e taught self-defence (silatl, carpentry, agricultural

technigues and  some of them lesrned how to be magicians (7).

b JuM. Gullick, Malaye, London 1964, p. 2002,

P

7. Quote from PMujsini Amat, "Sejarah Awal Fersekolabhan FMelayuw di
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Student responsibilities towards  their teacher varied in
different schools, and with diftferent teachers. It depended on
the needs of the teachsr. Generally, students had to work o
provide teéchewg with incoms. For example, one student in Johores
who attended a religious school said that he was selling cake for
the teacher (8.
Gensrally, the Malay system of education was very basic and
placed more stress on religious matbters. It was not well-
organised, especially before 1900. For esxemple, Ahmat Adam argued
that iﬁstvuctimn WAas

"ogiven  in an improper  way  and was

unsatisfactory. Education far Haléy

children was merely reading and weriting

in “jawil” Arabic script and reciting

the Eoran® (%3.
Atter the British arrival in Malava, Malay and English schools
were established rapidly with government assistance in the late
nineteenth century. The system in the Malay school can be briefly
described as follows. It WAE,

" oopen  fouwr  hours per day from 8,00 in
the morning until 12,00 noon, and opsrated

Fulau Finang", HMalaysia Dari Secil Sejarah, Fersatuan Seljarah
Malavsia, Huala Lumpur 128Z, bil. 11, p. 40,

H. Fauzi Basri, HM.A., "Ferkembangan Pendidikan di Negeeri Johoe
1856~193% Satuw Tinjauan Ringkas®, Flulle Fim (ed), SBejiarah

Masvarakat Melayuw Moden, Persatuan Muazium Malayvsia, FHuala Lumpur
1984, p. 17,

.

2.  Ahmat Adam, "Fartumbuhan Kesedaran Sosial Orang-orang Felayu
di Melake PFada Tahun-tahun 1920an dan 1930an”, Jebat, bil. 10,
ek Me, April 1980, p. 16,
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six  days per  week. Tt was closed for five

to siy weeks because of the fasting

month, and for two week% holiday in every

first, second and third fterm. In addition,

it becams obvious that the Malay schools

allowed short holidavs to enable students to

help their parents in the fields" (1),
The education given in the Malay school  included agricultural
exercises, geography, mathematics and soms wrilting (Roman) (11).
Despite the edistence of the Malay EChDDig English schools wers
built by the government in towns, and some ware sstablished  and
conducted by missionaries.
FAtter 1900, Malay educational opportunities euxpanded. And  in
towns Malavs had an opportunity to send their childeren to English
schools.  However, there were still not enough places to provide
adeguate educaltion, and there were many Malays who did not go to

school, esspecially in  the villages because schools were nofb

1]
o |
i

available and because of their poverbty (12). In consegquence ma
Malays wers inadequately sducated or not sducated at 2ll. The
development of secular education was very slow in Malavas In 187
there were |92 English schools with 2,841 pupils, and  2E
Vernacular schools were provided with the snrolment of 818

students, Thege numbers increasad into 39 and 171 schools with

1. Muisini Amat, op.cit., p. 48.
t1. Ibidy, p. 4i; Fauzi Rasri, op.cit., pp. 23-28.

[ Z. Ubusan Melava, 19 June, 1913,
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7,928 and 7,404 students respectively in the SBtraits Setbtlements
alone in 1900, No English and Vernacular schools were provided in
the Federated Malay States until 1872, There were only 24 English
schools with 1,629 students and 234 Vernacular schools with 6,494
students established in 1900 (1Z). The number of Malay students
in the Straits Settlements and the Federated Malay States was
very small. In 1900 there wers only 13,8%8 students in the
Vernacular schools. The exact number of Malay students in English
schools is unknown, but it must relatively small.

Modernizers express their sadness that many Malavs were not able
to  read and write in their own language, and werse aven worse in
reading a Toreign language (14). For example, according to the
1911 census, the numbar of people (male and females) who were able
to read and write in four selected districts was very low.

District can read and write who knows alphabet
out of 10,000

male female ma le femala
. Fangsar EE ETGC BEL
Uolangat PG =5 1732 Ed
F.Filah 2748 144 18355 By
Temerloh &L58 i1 HE9 11

Source: The census of Federated Malay Btates 1911, Mohd Sarim HJ
Mustajab, "Meraca 1910 Jun 1915 Penyambung Nafas Al-Imam, Jernal
“Fon

Budava, Jilid 3. wvol. 1, 1978, p. 106,

From the data above, it was Tound that in no district was the

in Southeast Asia,

13 J. 8. Furnivall, Fducational Frogress
Institute of Pacific Relations, New Yorlk 198535, p. 3Z.

14. Neraca, May 1913,
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rnumber of people (nmale or female) who werse able to read and write

more than 3000, In other words, less than half of the total. This
situation was even worss in Temsrloh where it was found that only
a very small number was able to read and werite, sspecially among

females. Al-Imam described the lack of Malay sducation as  very

serious and provided its own figures.

"In the Islamic community in Malava,
only one outb of a thousand has soms
competence in religious sducation and
only one  in a hundred knows how to
write his own language® (135).

Idaran Zaman agreed with the arguement expressed by the

that .the development of the Islamic community was
behind because the people were not adéquately educated. It wa
“very rare to find a highly esducated person” (1&). The importancs
of sducation led Modernizers to take the initiative, and they
expressad their views on ths importance of sducation Tor PMalavs
the

freguently. Modernizers wrged all parties, including

government, to build more schools,

" Etimulate every gQroup, opsn saveral
colleges and schools, because therse 1s a
nesd  to spresad knowledges. ... we find

that a few government and private schools

15, Al-Imam, 1é& March, 1%07.

1&. Idaran Zaman, 21 February, 1929.
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are not enough' (17).
{ther thamn wrging the government o assist Malay education by
building more schools, Malays were also reminded to  take the
initiative, especially rich people, and not just depend on
govawnmeht, Malayvs should unite and work together and copy other
races in order to develop education,
" owork has  been done by the Chinese
race  here which can be used as a guide.
For example, the building of the medical :
school  in  Singapore. Is  thers any rich
marn  fraom ouwr race - Arab decended, Malay
ot other race who can co-operate”" (18).
Malavs should take up the challenge to develop their education.
To achieve this, evervone should contribute to the development,
especially rich and noblemen. They shouwld contribute in terms of
money arl providing school facilities. This kind of
responsibility  and co-operation had besen shown by  the Chiness
community, and Malays should follow them, wrged Al-Imam,
" orich  men and noblemen should work btogether
to establish buildings to be wused both for
assembly and as schools, places for educating
their children in this country”" (19).
Malay Sultans and aristocrats also did not escape from criticism

17. Al-Imam, 7 November, 1%07.

18. Utusan Melavy, 35 January, 1911.

19. Al—Imam, 1907 ldaran Zaman, 31 Novembsr, 1929,
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by FModernizers who wrobte critically that they "simply don’'t want
to  think and give a future for their citizens by providing
education” (207 . Malay Sultans and aristocrats were ofbten
criticised bescause they themselves also lacked experience  and
sducation. They lived in wealth themselves and did not take thesir
responsibilities seriously. Modernizers constantly argued in
favour of action and were not afraid to urge Malay Sultaﬁg and
aristocrats to develop Malay education, especially Tor poor  and
backuward Malays.

Y othere is no evidence that Malay Bultans

and aristocrats show that they think about

the rights of  their poor and backward

brothers”" (21).
The big handicap faced by Malays was inadequate education or none
at all. rodernizers believed that money was vital to develop
education. Malay Sultans and aristocrats and rich @ men, were
constantly wrged to take the initiative and give both specific
assistance and strong encouragemsnt. Guite apart from Tfinancial
issues, however, the Malay attitude toward education needed fo bes
transformed. The attitude of Malay parents was attacksd by
Modernizers Tor  their indiffersnce towards the importance of
education. Only some alay parents wsre ready  to  send  their
children fto school. HMost parents preferred that their cohildren
should work in the padi field instead of spending most of their
20, Ibid, 17 September, 190b6.

El. Ibid, 146 March, 1907,
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(23 . Farents also refused to send girls o

time in school
school.  Malay parents believed therse was no use in  educating
their daughters because, however highly educated a woman was, in

oy

the end she would stay in the kibtchen (23). Girls were also
sypaected to help their mothers fto do howse work such as  cooking,
cleaning, washing and sometimes to look after yvoung children. A
helping hand  from their children for Malay peasants was a very
obvious nesed, because they depended so much on human and  animal
powar and used only simple technology to do work in the fisld. As
a result, they werse less aware of the importance of education,
and  therefore they refused to spend their monsy  in educating

their children, but more ready to use it in ways that were nob

beneficial. Modernizers described parental attitudes as follows,

" ogome of them connected sngagement and

weve
marriage with things whida 4 forbidden by
( maksiat),
religious teachinghk such as gambling and
=0 on and with sxocessive sating  and

drinking® (24,

Modernizers always stressed that education was very important and

valuable,

"knowledoe and olesverness can bring our

22 e HManderson, Wonen-Folitics and Chenge: The Eaum IThu UMNO
19451972, Ouford University Fress, FHuala Lumpur 1980,

Malaveia

Pe 20,

2% Ibid.

24, fAl-Imam, 1 June, 1908.



comminity  to a highesr place of respect

and honowr" (25).

Therefors, Modernizers beslieved education could improve the Malay
position, and asked Malavs to take care about it. Weritings

atressed this thems, as the following furthesr exampls shows,

*ofthe biggest investment in the life of this
world  is wseful education. Uns community will
not advance and develop unless 1t has knowledoge

and sducation’ (2é4).

Therefore, Modernizers never gave up urging Malayvs to educats

their people until the highest level, bobth males and females.

oto find knowledge is a necessity for either

male or femals" (&E71.

For Malavs who were capable and intelligent, HModernizers uroed
them to pursus study, sven to go to Europe and be able to hold
government posts when they come back (28).

HMowawver, the development of girls schools was very slow, and ths
gnrolment was-also very low. Strong criticism was sxpressed by

Modernizers of the Malay parents, because of their neglect to

pducate their children, especially girls. Utusan HMelayvu stressed

25. Nersca, 17 February, 1915,
4. Ibid, 1é& April, 1913.
27. Ibid, 21 April, 1%15.

28. Utusan HMelavu, 11 June, 19085 Idarsan Zaman, 4 March, 1%24.
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education Tor girls as & necessiiy. "oour weakness is in not
sncouraging  our daughters to study!” (29, And this sentiment was
constantly supressed by Modernizers in the form of novels afber

the
AL920s and poems. Modernizers continued to wurge Malay parents to

give greater freedon for womsn to receive education. For sxample,

Syad Sheikh Al-Hadi, one of the most famous Modernizers argued
that society would only Tlowish when fthe status of  womesn
improved, Tor Y it is the women who are the foundation of whosver
desires the progress of the people and the nation®™ (303,

However, the freedom movement for women’'s education actually
emphasised religion, handicraftis and domestic skills. Therefors,

in  gensral the appeals for women’'s education were based on an

acceptance of a woman' s role in her home and family.

Y ohowever highly educated a woman is, she

i

cannot  be called a woman if she doss notb
kEnow how to manage a happy home, for a

woman ‘s glory is her home C31).

Im addition to this attitude and ignorance of the importance of
education, Conservabives also plaved an  important role  in
pﬁ@?enting Malavs from improving the standard of theif gducation.
Conservatives claimed that il was a waste of fTime and money to
educate children. It was of more benefit if they worked in the

29, Uiusan Melavw, 2 July, 1908,

E0. WA, Roff, The Oricins of Malay NMtionalism, Yale University

Fress, RNew Haven 1967, pp. 20-

"

1. Guote from L. Manderson, op.cit., p. 21
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Tields and, For girls, in the kitchen. FMorsover, Conssrvatives
accused Modernizers of cheating by encouraging Malay parents to
sand their childran fto school. In this way, children would becoms
less  pilouws (33). In reply to these Conservative coharges,

Modernizers acoussed them of being the real group who wasited monesy

in unnecessary wavs and places.

"opur people  wibthdrawa thousand dollarg (ribu

e

ringogit) ko buwild mosgues  or "Suraut in H
places  which alresady have mosguss and “"suran’,
but are afraid to withdraw a few Tor sdacation
development, although . education makes people

go to the mosgue (33).

In addition to geveral wild accusations maie by the
Conssrvatives, theay also denied the valuse of new schools built by
Modernizers, such as  "Madrasah Al- Igbal" in  Singapors, and
believed they wasted money. In that school, children were trained
to wear smart clothes. Some of them taught that students  became
more  stupid because they stayed in the hostel all the time and
studisd instead of being free. Howsver, Fiodernizers launched a
counter attack on the Conservatives. Conservatives opposed  the

Fformation of new school because they Teared,

"losing the advantage that they hold and
use  to cheat all ouwr community. IT thers

BE. ﬁl;lmamq 1 June, 1208,

E3. Neraca, 19 June, 19132,
7 ]
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were  many  educated people, all their

cheating would not work anymore " (340,

But, despite much activity by Modernizers, Malay parents still
refused to  send their children to schools, especially those
established by the gmvawnm@nt and missionaries. They feared their
children would be influesnced, and, even worse, they might chanos

their religion.

"okhe government  had  the initiative
andgd  could try to convert children into
Christians because of +the influences

around them" (35).

In addition fto fears that f{their cohildren would tuen into
Christians, most English schools were built in ftowns. On a
location basis, it was impossible for Malay parents to send thesir
children fto school because they lacked transportation and because
of their poverity.

Modernizsrs went so far as to say that the only way to esnsure
that Malay parents sent their children to school was by foroce.
Such a step should be taken by respscted leaders, otherwize 1t

would not work.

nobody ocan  forcs  them except Rajas/
Sultans or the government or theilr respecbsed

4. Al~-Imam, 1 June, 1905,

ES. Utusan Melavu, 35 November, 1908,
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leaders® (3&6).
Az well as urging every group to take action, Modernizers also
did not forget their responsibilifties fto build and improve
religious schools. For example, Sved Sheikh Al-Hadi established
"Madrasah Al-Hadi" in Malacca and 41 Mashyur Al Islammivah in
Fenang in 12173 and 1919 respectively. Later, many more "Madrasah'
ware formed such as "Madrasah Muhammadiah® in Eotae Bharoa (19173,
"Bl Dindiah®" in Kg. Lalang, Fadang Renges (1924) and "Daeraﬁﬁl
Masrifal Wataniah" in FEepala Batas (1925, Thess religious

schools were based on the ftraditional system, but they were up

s

tated and improved in fterms of buildings and most importantly  in
the subjects taught. "Madrasah A&l-— Igbhal® (1907} in Singapors is
an  sxample. This school was built complete with hostels where
students could choose to 5ta5 o o Ll e and free medical
facilities were also provided, with one special doctor. Subjects
given in  this school included Islamic eeligion, English  and
Malay, Mathematics, Geography, History, Fublic Speaking and
Cmméosition (Karang—-mengarang. Howesver, students had to pay $3006
per year for those who stayed in the hostel and #2324 oubside. This
modern school for Malavs and conducted by Malays was described by
Abdul  Jalil b. Rajs Abdul Rahman (Riaw) in his spesch on the
opening  day  when he referred to a "feast day for starting Lo
spread knowledge with this new system of education'" (3E7).

Modernizers also cunducte¢ a cémpaign to persuade Malavs to give

EZéH. Al-Imam, 18 Decembesr, 19064

E7. Ibid, 4 February, 1908,
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their views on how to improve  and  develop Malay edacation.
Fersuasion was also carried on by Modernizers through newspapers
and received a good response.  For example, one local weriter from
Muar, Johore, proposed to all village elders or headmen in  the
Malay States that they should plesad with both governments, bhe
British in Malava and the Dutch in  Indonesia, to  improve
education. Among the regquests were (3B);

Firstly, +the government should build one or more school in sach
state for the use of local students, and instruction in that
school  shouwld be given gither in Malay or  an  other language
according  to the race and its official language and English  if
the state was under Hritish control and Dutch if the state was
under Dutch control, and Araebic. Secondly, the governmsnt showld
pay all expenses including the salary of teachers and all
facilitiss nesded by students Tor studving. BEecause most schools
were built  in towns, government should pay for travel such  as
trains  and other fransport. In this way writers believed they
could enaﬁuwag& Malay parents to send their children to school.
Thirdly, government showld impose heavy punishment on those  who
were reluctant to send their children to school whether rich  or
not. Fourthly, government shouwld also impose punishments on lazy
or  carsless students. Fifthly, it students passed in the thres
subjects mentioned above, the government showld bake and appoint
them as trainee officers and give a resonable salary. 8Sixthly,
aftter they werse Tully trained and able to do administrative work,

2. Ibid, 18 December, 1906,
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the government should give them the vacancies and the government
should not show bias betwesen ordinary and noble peopls. They also
%hﬁuld receive  the same rate of salary with other same  rank
Europesan officers. And finally, in the case of children who had
passed from  that school, and whose parents were capable of
supporting  their children's study, the government should force
them to send their children to puwrsoae study  in sedicine,
engineesring, shipping, sconomics, military science, law and othar
studies offered in BEurops.

By  this ms2ans, HMalay writers were confident enough that Malavs
could wake up and develop like other races. They had to be given
enough opportunity and good education. Malayves had become weak and
backward because they had poor education or no education at all,
and not because  they were lazgy. His proposal was strongly
supported by Hi. Tahir b. Hi. Abhmad Bunjal, who was a Malay
school teacher at Pulaw Tawsr, Fuala Lipis, Fahang. According to
Hi. Tahir, ogood education should be controlled by parents and
conducted by government compulsorily from the lowest to  the
highest level. In his proposal, Hi. Tahir %u;geated Fomae

categories of education should be provided as fol lows: B .

Frimary School

This +type of school should be built, at lesast two or threese in
@ach territorial unit (mukim), by the government when thers wers
fifty or morse children. To ensure teaching efficiency, each
teacher should teach not more than thirty children. Every school

%9, Ibid, 14 May, 1907.
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should have one headmnastber  and  several ordinary twachers,
including religious teachers, to ensurse students would get proper
religious  instruction as well as modern education.  However, HJ
Tahir proposed limited sducation for girls. He suggested the
girls class should be provided until standard thres, the purposs
here was just to produce educated mothers, especially with regard
to religious sducation.  On the other hand, boyvs should have mors
opportunity  fthan girls. &fter they had passed standard Ffour,
students should continue study into a second category of school -

a category, according to Hi. Tahir, which did not as vet exist.

Second Category of School.

This tvpe of scheool could be a school for standard five and six
or  probably seven in the mmdernlaense, Schools should be built
one  in  each district (dasrah) under the supsevision of the
District Officer. Two headmasters (it could be a headmaster and
his assistant) should be apﬁointed in this school and several
ordinary teachers, and all of them oust be Maslim. o Hi.  Tahir
further suggested, that the English language should taught during
fouwr  and  the half howrs a day from 7.00 in the morning wuntil
11.300 At noon, Arabic language should be taught for threes hours
a day from 12,30 until 3.30 in the svening. Befors thabt, students
nesded to go to pray in the mosgque or “swran’ and school  wowld

finished every day after evening praver (Asar).

Third Category of School:
What Hi Tahir tried to sugosst concerning a third category of

schonl  is definitely a secondary school. This school should be

14



built  in each state as a big school or centre Tor pursaing study
for students who had passed from the Second Category of School.
fAoctually, gsaid HMi. Tahir a school of this type was built by the
government in Perak, nama2ly the Malay College of Fuala Fangsar.
One  British or Dobtch headmaster showld be  appointed, together

with one Arabic teacher, and several Maslim teachers.

Fourth Category of School:

Hi Tahir's original idea here ssems to be that this school shouwld
be associated with a college or university overseas. He proposed
students who has passed from the Third Category of School showld

be sent to pursus study a Fourth Category of School.

From the above proposal, it clearly can be seen that Hi. Tahir

and his friends were putting forward very advanced ideas toward
the development of Malay sducation. For Malays there is no

surprisse that Hi. Tahir sxpressed such dramatic ideas, because he
had wide euperience in education. Moreover, he was himself a
school teacher. Modernizers wroged the Malay community  to give
strong  support and channel the proposal to the Malay Bultaneg and
British High Commissioner to btakes action, such as providing a
special  budget for seducation development. In order to develop
Malay education, HModeernizers stressed the néem for a sense of
responsibility  from both sides — the Malay community and the
governmant. For FMalays, they should act as a pressurs group o
stimulate awareness of the importance of education. fAs far as the
governmant  was concerned, Modernizers also wanted it to  take

action. For example, they suggested how monsy might be raised to
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satablish an education budget from several sources: (403,

GBovernment officials (and their private counterparts) showld
donate one  percent  from their  monthly income (including
pensionars) .. In order to standardize and make the payment sasisr,
e parcent of their incomne should deducted directly by
government. Merchants also shouwld pay one percent from monthly
profits. The way to caloulate how much merchants should pay was
to make one percent sgual to fen pesrcent of a merchant’s total
capital. Once again, government should deduct it directly. fAs far

ag  the general public was concerned, one percent from svery $H0

il

H

total incoms should be taken from each man. For example, 50 cents
shouwld be paid for every $50. Women would pay one pesrcent frmm
@gvery $25. The Malay public and peasants would be only reguirsed
to pay  once a year  insbead of the monthly amount paid by
government and public officials andc merchants. Howaver,
Modernizers did not seplain how to determineg the tobtal income of
the Malay public and of peasants.

In order to see Malay development, Modernizers nobt only suggested
more schools Ehoula be built and provided with more facilitiss,
but it was even more important to changs the curriculum. Althouah
they proposed a new curericulum, that did not mesarn that religious
gducation would be abolished or left behind., Religious sducation
would stay and be offered together with wsodern education
(secular). Religious education was vital the Modernizers said;g

" owe could not deny the benefit from religious

4G, Ibid.
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schoonls, becauss religious  eduacation is
needed for the sarly training of our Muslim

childeren® (41).

In other words, they proposed a new  and wel l-organ i zed
curericuliom which could coreate students who wers able to

understand  the wdern world, alongside traditional religious
matters., The changing of the cuwrriculum meant that religious
education should be ogiven in a proper way under gqualified

religious fteachers, togebther with secular sducation.

"the benefits to be gained from forseign
language {(education) should be taught to

our children in our own language" (42).

However, the initiative proposed by Modernizers was  in their

opinion spoiled by governmant policy. They accused the government

o

of providing basic sducation for Malavs, such as writing and
reading, only for government  purposss and in order  to  meet
reguiremsnts in low level employment (432).  And, although HMalay
children were given education to mest employvment requiremsnts atb

a low level, it did not mean that a1l of them wowld gst Jjobs,

sepecially bovs who left Malay schools. For example,

Yoot Z2%00 bovs who left Perak vernacular

41. HNeraca, 24, February, 1%13.

A4&. Thid.

4% HMohd Sarim, op.cit., p. 98.
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schools in only twenty Tour becoms

officials or domsstic servants, ten Malay

aschool teachers, one  a policeman and one

a clerk" (443,
Vernacular schools did not seem to have sconomic valus. They were
provided to meet the requiremsnts for the lowsr level of  jobs,
and in practice it was not =sasy for Malay school leavers to  find
job. fAs a result thers was a tendency for HMalay parents to send
their children to English schools instead of vernacoular schools.
“they wvoluntarily sent their children to the Muslim schools for
their spiritual welfare or to English schools for their material
welfare, but the official vernacular schools offersd Sthem nothing
in  this world or the next" (45, However, once Malay ohildren
want  to an English school it did not mean that HMalay students
wowld be {freated fairly in comparison with the other colonial
officials. For example, in 1935, an sducated Malay who hald a
bachelor degree with honours from ODxford was offered a post  in
the M.A.5. (Malay Administrative Service) with only £150 starting
zalary, whereas colonial officials in the MH.O.5. {(Malayan Ciwvil
Servants) received $£300 with the same gualification (4&).

44, W.R. Roff, op.cit.e, p. 77.

45, J.8. Furnivall, op.cit., p. 33 Fauzi Baseil, op.cit.. p. 29,
stated that students who left the English schools in Johore would
recieved a higher salary in clerical service and have & huge
opportunity  for promotion, and even Muar railway service in
Johors only needed staff educated from English schools.

4&. Fashnor Johan, Dr.o, " Ferkhidmatan Tadbir Melayuw: Tradisi dan
Feranan Dalam Fonteks Ferajaan Fenjajah', in Malavsia Sesjiarah &
Frogses Penbangunan, Fersatuan Sejarah PMalaysia, Fuaala Lumpur
1979, p. 144,
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Becauss of the lowsr standsard of edoucation given to Malay

children few of them could get sven lower levels of Job. It

sesmnad thalt the government was denying the obligation to =sducate

and develop the Malay community. Since it was,

" ot eeady to produce Muaslim local people
as lawyers, doctors, enginesrs or any kind

of carpenters (ftukanganlt ™ (471,

Modernizers also accused the government of lack of faith in not

providing  education for Malay childeren. This lack of faith

e tendead to  overseas schools. For seample, the American

comnarcial  school was accused of trying to "sell s=doucation™ by

Gl-Imam (481, Furthermore, there was criticism of governmesnt

policy because it seemed to do little more than “"to make the son

of a Malay peasant a better peasant rather than to prepasre him to

any alternative occupation. Al-Imam, attacked government policy

in providing  Malay education. It only tried to provide;

*oknowledge which did not exceed what was
necessary  to appreciate "pantun® (e -

J §1 {' t"“"\}

Malay poam! and ifts slesments [ 45

L

In addition, the failure percentage of Malay students was a

Out of L1935 students in Perak only

criticissd. Yer

47. Al-Imam, 27 Sepetmber, 1908.

4. Ibid.

49, Ihid, 17 September, 1906&.
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Tive percent could continue study wuntil standard seven (50).
Because the number of failluwres was very high, Modernizers did not
forget to advise the pupils in the column antitlad“atudy guide"

on how to succsed in study by saving,

anyvons who wants to study does not sasily
give up what they learn, becauss  that

attitude could cause carslessness” (51,

In order to help Malay school leavers to get  jobs, PModernizers
urged  the government to build new schools which cowld bring
bensfit for the Malays bevond religious educabtion. The bensefits
envisagead by Mmdarnizaravwere Yoarpentry, gardening and a bigger
intake for Malay childeren to English schools® (52 They
encouragad Malays to  imitate foreign people, especially the
Chinese, in  the way which they co-operated to develop their
srducation by building many schools., Modernizers  admired  the
sucoess of Chinese in introducing a new curricualum, and thersfors
encouraged Malays to follow them.

*oduring 1%04,  fthe Chinese built schools
which taught geography, history, mathematics,
physical esducation afhd so on. Morsover, the

-

gducation given is free" (53,

0. Utusan Melayuw, 19 June, 1913 %2 29 November, 191735,

1. ldaran Zaman, 3 June, 1928.

o]

2. Uiusan Melavu, 19 June, 1913 & ldaran Zaman, 4 July, 1929,

g

e

Jtm ldaran faman, 1 Novembe-, 1929 Student wore Lol ol umn
2 ¥ ki
entitled “When it h Apper e,
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Modernizers also expressed their dissatisfeaction with failurse to
use the Malay languages. The Malay languages was not used widely in
the schools. HMoreover, thers werse no valuable books in Malay.
This situation was ocriticissd ssverely by Modernizers, and they
claimed that this situation was brought about by "ulama". "Ulama®

said the Modernizers,

" only used and read books in  Arabicy

that explains  the poverty of the Malavy

S

language" (54

In addition to expressing oriticisms and dissatisfaction
concerning  Malay education and the lack of help given to Malay
children to get Jjobs mors easily. Modernizers made cecitain
positive proposals to government on how to create jobs for Malavs

and how to develop Malay esducation. They adapted some proposals

]

suggested by Hi. Tahir primarily. Among the suggestion  were:s

Firstly, students in PFrimary school who were incapable of
pursuing  study in the Sscond Category of School should be  taken

on as office bovs, clerks, headmen, oerchants colerks and

assistants to teachers in Primary School. Sscondly, students who

could not  enter into the Third Cetegory of  School, showld be

taken on as  headmen, Malay oclerks i governsment offices,
surveyvors, headmasters  in Frimary Schools and so on. Thirdly,

S4. Al-Imam, 14 May, 1907.



from  the Third Category of School, if not able to oo

il
i
.
NN
1]
pos|
o
i

overseas for further studies, should be taken an as clerks in ths
ind of posts held by Cevlonese, Chinese and "Serani’ Burasians
who already knew the English language. And finally, students who
gualified oversesas should be fTaken on as officials in the kind of
posts held by British and Dutch officials alt the time.

The importance of edoecation for Malayvs esncouraged the publication
of this topic in newspapers and magazines widely, and it can be
gaid that almost svery day this fopic has  besen discussed,

especially afiter 1920°s.
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ECONOMY .

The state of the Malavan sconomy was discussed by newspapers and
magazines in the vears from 1@0& wntil the 19220°s. Thess articles
sxprassed  an  awarsness of the Malay pempla% condition, their
backwardness, weakness and poverty and their dissatisfaction with
this state of affairs.

Malays were aware that they lacked a place in  the developing
SEONOMY and were being left in the agriculturs sector,
especially as subsistance padi oultivators and considerable
ﬁumbara o f fisherman. Their role was affected by The
gspecialization by race in the sconomy introduced by the colonial
powar. The Chinese were concentrated in the tin — mines, Indians
in  the rubber plantations and the Malave fthemselves in the
uneconomic  agricultural  sector. Malays were asked to act as
providers of food Tor a large and growing number  of people
engaged in the non-agriculitural sector (1).  The recruitment of a

large number of Chinese and Indian labourers in tin and rubbsre

industries was one factor which held Malavs in  their old
traditions. The new  coners were not interested in padi

cultivation because of the uncertain return.  Also, wagess  weare
higher in rubbse and tin — mining (2).

British officials envisaged that not only the Malay peasantry,
but  the Indonesian immigrants would be able to cater for the naew

Colonial HMalave 1874-1%41, Ouford University Fress, Kuala mepu;;
1977, p. lé.

o

. Ibid, p. 20
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requirensnts. They helieved these peopls shared & common
background of subsistance agricultuwral activity which fitted in
conveniently with  the British design for peasant agriculituwrs.

Despite this, the British administration’'s policy was to absorb

Malay aristocrats as new bursaucrats  who concentrated on
administration problams. This indirectly stoppedc the

participation in sconomic life of a group which had previously
plaved a large part in it (3). Halavs also could rnot make
much usse of the facilities provided by the colonial powsr such as
road and railwavs for communication. Transport and communication
served substancially the needs of the rubber and tin indusiries
rather than linking Malay villages.

The inflow of forsign immigrants caused instability among  the
Malays, becauss fthey were not involved in  the commarcial
economy, and they felt their fubture in jeopardy, especially whan
the Chinese gained in wealth. For example, refesrring to  the
Chinese, one reader sent his view to the correspondence column,
stating that he always “"heard talk about big merchants (taukeh?
and  wvery popular rich men sither from store or minss or obther
sechors" (4. The success  of the Uhiness could bs  seen  in
commercial life. Malavs could not compets with them, although thes
majority of the population was Malay. The Chinege appeared  to
survive and succeed in their business anywhere they ssbttled.
3. Malek Munip, “Perancangan Fentadbiran kolanial Ing

Fesannya ke Atas Ekonomi Melavu", Zainal Eling (ed) HMasyvarakat
Melavu: Antara  Tradisi DRan Perubahan. Uiusan Publication

Distributors, Euala Lumpur 1977, pp. 130-131. Also ses chapter 1
under section sconomy.

4. Utusan Melayvu, 268 May, 1917.
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" Malay traders could not compste with
Chinese even in Malay villagess whers

the majority of the buvers werse Malays (5.

The success of the Chinsse was conspicuous when compared with
Malavs. HMalays only geined a part of what fthe Chinesse wers
QAaiIning. Some HMalavs were also rich but very few and wealth was

reat as the Chinsse. IE owas like comparing  esarth and

il

not A

il
ing

shky" (&), Malavs were said to be incompetent becauss they did not
have knowledge of business (71, for esxamples, book-kesping,
short-hand  and typewriting. That was why Malayvs could not start
business and if they did twy no wonder they faced failuers (8.
Besides that, the Malavs who did 5taft up in businsss showed less
initiative and lacked the ambibtion to develop and expand  STheir
business. Therefore they staved at the same level and were unable

to compete with the Chinsse (9).

From the statement above, it clearly can be said {that Malays
felt  thamselves in poverity compared with othesr races in Malava.

The majority of Malays were involved in the agriculture ssctor,

e ldaran Zaman. 20 HMay, 1526

-

&H. Ibid, 3 December, 1925 Utusan Melayw, 27 June, 191&.

7 Idaran Zaman published a good deal about Halay lack of
business knowledge and experience, for example, ses the issues of
14, January, 1986y 20 April, 19Eby 20 May, 1938y 3 and 1O

e

December, 1935,

£. Zabsdah Awang Ngah (ed), AHntologi Essei Melavw 1%14-1947.
DuBE.F., Fuala Lumpur 1964, p. %S96.

Y. ldaran Zaman, 3 December,
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whic

tables make the point

o was notb

VEPY PDIOQSPRErOLLES, EEped ial 1‘

atatistical lvs

the padi sechbor.

These

FMS Agriculture Fopulation 1901 (by race}

State Malay Chiness Indian Other Total

Faral SHE217 FEHTE 719 1&E THITT

Selangor E76HE FOBT STR0 B 2E6EE

M. Sembilan H10ZE &HET 4 REER = '“”?1

Fahang 14750 4757 28 & 15259

Total 119815 2EE78 GE49 EEG LESHOEE (107,
Most of the Malays who were sngaged in agriculfure, were actually
invalved in  the not very prosperous padi  sector. Rudner has
mstimated that 974 of HMalay peasants wers involved in padi
cultivation {11y  and it avtomatically held number onse  ranking
among Malay occupations.

TEN LEADING MALAY OCCUPATIONS
1911 « FMS only 1921
DOoocupation Rank Emplovment Rank Emplovment
(OO0 (O00)

FPadi planters i ito8.2 1 4520
fAgricultural

labourers &2 2802 2 G B
fAgricul tural
owners & managers 3 18,73 4 29
10. Lim Teck Bhee, op.cit., p. S6.
1l. M. Rudner, "Value and Issuss in Malavsian Developmsnt", J.C.
Jackson & M. Rudner (ed), Issues In Malaysian Developmsnt in
Falavsia, Heirnemann Educational Books Ltd, Singapore, reprinted

1980, p. 8.



Atap makers %

mnallers A 18. 75 2 2.8
Coconut
cultivators & 4. é - -

Tailors %

seamnstress & .9 - -
Fisharmen 7 .2 o Fheo
Laboursrs
(unspecifticl & 2.9 & #g.2
Flanters
(unspecific G 2.4 5 Bl A
Weavers 1 Zal & 11.2

Malay peasants were dominant in padi cultivation and have
remained so even until recent vears. It is subsistence {Tarming
and  less profitable compared with other major occupations in
Malava such as rubber in term of guantity. Rice cultivation was
rot only less in fterms of volume, but also less profitable  in
cash rebturns.

Aotual ly, the Chinese success in the Feninsula and in South East
fisia generally, was not a surprise, Dbecauss  they werse nob
ordinary people. They came from fer away and had overcoms  many
obstacles on the way. The hard conditions they faced in  their
homeland caused them to have a competitive spirit.

The administrative system which sxisted in fthe Peninsula wnder

the British implemented a capitalist economy which snoouraged

anterpriss.

Bnodgrass, Ineguality and Economic DRevelopment in
Ouford University Fress, Fuala Lumpur 196 R

Ly [Pu e
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follows;

Y look at  the Chinese, they have left

their own country and come fto our country.

Most  of Chiem arrived only with a roll

o f matﬁyand pants. They have come here

because they want to avoid their hunger

at home. They work to Cberome a landlord

and have a stors and in town carry on a

panking and a store business® (15,
Awareness of non-Malay wealth not only existed, but was obviously
much  discussed.  Too much Malay dependence on non-Malavs was
describaed for example in a documentary entitled (FPoverty and the
develaopment of Malay race) which noted that "nearly all goods had
to be purchased from non-Malave such as  clothes, food, house
tools and so on” (1&). The Malay dependence on non-Malavs was not

@ new position. Mor—-Malavs, especially Chinese, acted as

4

intermediaries, buying up Malay agricultural prodoucts and selling
finished products.  As a result, HMalays gained nothing, and the
middleman became richer. Thus Malays werse not only poor, bubt they
were also too dependent on foreign people. In his spesch, Syed

Aboul Aziz described Tthe situation as follows,

Pif owe  stand in front of a  mirror we  can

surely ses  in all the clothes we wear every

day that they were all prodoced by a foreign
15. Al-Imam, 23 July, 1%0&.

16, Idaran Zaman, 10 December, 1925,

11e



race,  and  if  we could not get hold of such
garnents we would have nothing to wear" (173,
FMalay backwardness could be seen clearly in all aspects including
property and frading. Malays were wrged to became aware open

v eves and see around as® (1873, fBl-Imam constantly reminded

1]

fMals

11

avs of the nesd to improve their position, too work  hard
especially to "involve themselves and edMpand in trading  together
with crafitmanship {paritukangani " (19 or probably industry.
Malavs also were asked to show caution, and not be relased
towards what was happsning around them. There was oriticism,
howsver, not only of non-Malavs who gained profits but of Halavs
who  would not copy the success of non-Malavs. Malavs weare nob
only asked to follow the Chinese example but alzo all successful
races in bthe world, such as the British, in order to disprove the
thing -
belisf +fthat Malavs were lazy (203, "The impartantLigJ&an work,

(21,

otherwiss psople would think Malays are lazy®
Hopefully, with hard work, HMalays also could enjoy the wsalth
which existed in Malava. It was estimated that
percent of the world’'s ftin is deposited in Malava amounbting
roughly to 40,597,935 piculs. Therse sre around one million rubber
tress  and they are worbh ninety million pound sterling with  the
;;:““;;;;;;””;;I;;;:”“;”“;;;;:”““1@1Eg Symoad  Abdul  Aziz was &

Tunisian and he gave his speech in FMuslim assembly  din Muslim
Federal House.

18, Ibid, 27 June, 1916.

nam. 17 September, 190&6.

200 Ufusan Helavu, 14 August, 1913,

21. Meraca, 13 August 1913,

120



price at }_,,“'5 par b, and thers was: also a considerable number

of coconut plantation as sowrces of the wealth of Malaya®™ (22).

Talking about wealth, Uiusan Melayvw also commentsd " Malava has

now  becoms richer comparsd with ten years ago espscially  after
the introduction of the rubber  industey” (25 . The whole
character  of Malay esconomy was changsed when  the British
introduced  commercial agricultuwre in the form of rubber and by

taking over (with assistance of the Chinese) and expanding  thea

small native tin-mining industry. HMalava soon becams the world’'s

largest siporter of natural rubber and tin, the position she

f

the
holds to/present. This position can be seen in the tables belows

World Froduction of NMatural Rubber
{thousand tons?

Year Malaya Indonesia Thailand Ceylon Other Africa South Tobal

1910 & = - ¢ ? ? i -
1927 181 7 - 2 14 5 2 EOE
1925 211 129% o 4é S & AE HBaY
122% 456 285 5 =1 43 & =X BHaY

Souwrces adaptbted =

. G.0. Allen & A.G. Donnithorne, Western Enterprise in
# Malava 1 A Study in Economic Development. Allen & Unwin Lid.,

London, 2nd impression 1962, p. 296,

S

e L.T. Gheese op. cit., p. 253

22, Uiusan Melavw, 9 February, 1911.

2%, Ibid, 27 June, 1914.

.t
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Fercentage Distribution of Matural Rubber
of Frincipal Rubber PFroducing Countries.

Countery Y A

1910 1820 175G
Malava ba’ D1.0 53,6
Indonesia E.7 Pt a29.2
Cevlon 1.7 G.b G
Thailand 2. 001 . 1 8
Africa 21.4 Luds Cu

thers B0 W& s
Source adapted from L.O. Yah op. oib., p.%4.

World Tin Froduction By Countries
(Thousand tons)

Country Year

1200 1905 1917% 191% 1

Malavsia A% 51 51 a5 7
N,

Indonesia ia 12 21 21 A
Bolivia G 1és B A7 A s
Thailand 4 = 7 B 10
Migaria v - - 4 & 11
Congo -
L. Hingdam‘ o 4 5 = A
Australia 4 G £ & 2
China = 4 8 4 7
CObhers - 2 4 4 &

Lo R

World total 85 G A4 2 196

ey
ot e



Sowrces adapbed from i

&) L.O. Yah op. oift., p. 319

by Wong Lin ken,  The Halavan Tin Industry Lo 1914: With special

rafterence o the ststes of Perak, Selancor, M. Sembilan and

e Wniversity of Arizona Press, Tuscon 1968, pp. 246247,

¢} Allen % Donnithrone, op. cit., p. 297.

dr  L.T. Ghes, op. cit., p. 252,

m? J.EB. Serivenor "mining®. R.O. Winstedt (ed), Malavae: The
Straits Sebttlensnits and Unfederated Malay States, Constable & Co

Ltd., London 1925, p. 1935,

Modernizers sxipressed their views on why Malays wers backward in
the economy. Their weakness was caused by several factors, one of
which was their social behaviowr. For srample, Idaran Zaman

published an article entitled "Why our race declines" and wrote

"There is no co-operation bebtwsen themn.

They waste and don't kEnow how to spend

money ' (24) .,
Furthegrmore, among the factors suggested in contributing  to
backwardnesss were the Tollowing,
1. Deviousness (sangka vang tidak betul).

Z. Uneducated women (tiada pengetahuan orang pers8mnpuanl .

s n

e

Z. Lack of knowledge (miskin pada “"kitab®) (25).

This negative assessment helped to explain the failure of
contemnporaries to compete with non-Malavs. Many oriticismsg were
made by Modernizers in order o create Malay awareness of the

24, Idaran Zaman., 23 April, 1926,

28, Ibid.

s
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problem and overcome Malay wesakness. Malavs, it was said, were
not  dnterested in commerce and industey, as compared with non-
Malavs especially Chiness. In contrast they paid much attention
to unbeneficial activities such as sport.  For example, {for the
Singapors Malays, fTootball was very popular and  had special
priority.

Ythe size of the Malay community (Singapored

less than the Chinsse community, but soccer

2
it

news is more widely spread, whereas in the
Chinese community they Teel much anuisby abqut
industry and seeking wealth” (26).
The importance of and interest in socose on the part of  the
Malavs thers was also reflected in the number of Tootbhall clubs
thers (27).
This attitude could be dang@PQUﬁ to the Malavs, especially the
voung  gsneration. Young Malavs were urged to be aware of the
importance of time and Till it with self-improvement and leave
asuwch bad attitudes behind., How voung Malave wasted their btime was
described as Tollowsg
"Malay voung people like to assemble in  the
bhilliard centﬁe and  the place of hoop-la
(meanyumpit gelang) and other wastetful location
centres" (287.

2éH. Al—Imam, 9 September, 1%08.

27 . Bee chapter FPolitics.

28.  tohd Dahari Osman, “Akhbar Cahaya Fulaw Finang 1900-1906",
] UskluMa, 77778779, p. 17.
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Unlike in  the towns, the vouno generation who staved in  the
villages wsed their time by "plaving soccer and talking to  each
obher in the coffes shop and just slept" (29,
Mevertheless, it was sugoested that the negative attituwle among
yvourg  Malays was actusally indirectly caused by the way Malay
parents treated their childﬁen.‘

" Malay children in this state wers

ignored by their parsnts and e E

frese  fto play in the village and they

wers then marcisd off early, but svaen so

parents still looked after them and

supported them with food and clothes™ (3G,
Malays were also said fto be lacking in effort.  They wers
reluctant  fto try new fislds which could improve their position,
especially  in commerce. Vary Tew Malays were involwved in
commarce  and a majority of them were engaged in the agriculiure
sector. Bubt when we ask why they were not involved or interested
in businesss, the obvious reply is that they had small or no
capital +fto start business. Malave had to be persuaded to get
involved and  start businesses Llike fthe Chinesses who wWare
successtul, though they also had small capital when they started
business. The secret bshind the Chinesse success has hard  work

{(Z1). The Tact that Malavs lacked business superience was also

9. Utusan HMelavu, 19 June, 19173,
E0. M. Dahsari, op.cit., p. 17.
Fl. Idaran Zaman, 20 May, 1926.
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s gy 4

among  the causes of Malay failure (32). They couwld not compets
with the Chinese who had  several advantages sven in  the Malay
villages.

Religion and belief also affected the Malay way of life and

atbtitude. The failure to understand religion in & Proper wWay was

the cause of HMalay weakness and backwardness . Sterong
criticisms were. made of HMalavs who refussd to work  harerd,
believing that their destiny was fised by BLBod (34). HMoreover,
most of them belisved that fthe world was merely a place for
stopover, in which psople were prepared religiously before going
to their permanent destination. This was as a result of lack of
education and a misunderstanding in religion. The situation
becams worse when teachers and religious avthoritiss wesere notb
sufficiently responsible in giving ftheir itsaching. They gave
special priority to life in the after world and sesoed to forget
responsibilities in this world, where man showld work egually
either for religion or daily life (35).

IT we look to the Malay way of life, fthere wers mnany ftactors
agther than religion which might have influenced it. How proverbs
aftfected the Malay life has been studied by Thye in his
comparison bebtwesn Malay and Chinesse proverbs (38). In his study,

FE2. Ibidy Meraca, 16 April, 1913,

EE. Ses chapier Religion.

Z24. Idaran Zaman, 26 Mavy,

35, Neraca, 12 May, 1912.

EéH. o DuH. Thye, Masalah Perpaduan NMasional, D.EVF., HEuala Lumpure

1979, pp. S52-54,
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he found the difference bebwsen proverbs in the two languagss was
clear. In terms of fortuns, for exampls, PMalay proverbs are

o

negative, For example, "rezekil secupak takkan jadi segantang™ (i1
(_ a . unit o.f MeasSuvement Q-F VT“(Q,) ,C a bf‘ggzv wart)
v get “gecupak”/itffmpmgﬁibl@ to ;:pi,, "sagantang' Chinese
proverbs on thé other band were more positive such  as "wealth
and  respect are gained from working hard and saving'. About
wealth, HMalay proverbs say, “wealith cannot be carried  to the
grave' (harta tak boleh dibawa mati) and "only white clothes can
e brought to the grave" (hanva kain pulih dibawa ke kubued. Foe
the Chiness, the concept of wesalth is more ioportant, like "if we
fget money, whatever we say is correct, but not otherwiss" (kalau
ada wang cakap kita dianggap betul, kalauw tidak dianggeap salah).
He  also showed that Malay proverbs praised initiative less  than
Chineses. The Chinese said "id vou refuse o work hard when yvoung
don 't regret when vou are old" (ftidak mahu rajin berusahs sSemasa

muda sia~-sialah merasa duka nestapa semnasa tua).

Howsver, there were many good Malay proverbs such as ”1ittle b
Little becoms a mountain® (sikit-sikit, lama—lama Jjadi  bukitl.
Some Malay negative values, however, not only made them backward,
but even contributed to a decline from what they alrsady  had
gstablished and some of them complstely lost  the ability to
maintain themselves., They were not even trying to maintain  what

Q"\d weve, +h¢y— "'D\L
they had,ﬁevwn far Afrom developing whatlalready . had.

"we can  see  much  evidence that  our

race used to have many handicraftts, but

these have not wpanded and indeed are



geclining and slowly disappearing' (373,
Raealising  that situation, HMalayvs were woged to work and to  use
their expertise again, in other words to resume theilr foraee
activities, such as craftmen. Fopular HMalay crattmanship could be
sEen in goods made from gold and silver (G8).
fis regards the other group of Malayvs who were dependesnt on

land, namely peasants, they was uwrged not to depend solely on ong
major source.  To incrsase incoms, they were sncodragsd to grow a
variety of crops and do various other jobs as a precaution  4f
anything went wrong. Growing rubber was one of the wavs to solve
+ha
[problem. For Malays who staved in the town, they wers encouraged
to learn other useful ooccupations suwch as carpentry, or clerical
work in oa firm or governnent department (39). Malays were also
wrrgad to wunite and work bogether in order to cut out middlemen by
forming a "company"” which would operate in the same way as a co-
operative. Mohd. Nuradin b. Ald in editorial column entitled “The
development of a successtul Malay race” wrged the bullding of "a
place for HMalave to stay and do business - a co-operative  for
marketing producers” (.

Other  than acting to replace the middlieman, a co-opsrative also
could act as a body to give credit facilities to peasants. This
kind of co-operation could create the spirit of working togesther

A7, Meracsa, 13 Gugust, 1913,

8. Utusan Melavw, 28 February, 1914,

9. Ibid, & March, 19209,

4G, Idaran Zaman, 31 Decembsr, 1925,
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arnd lead to most improvement in thsie position and make Malavs
united. It also could revive the valuess of (semangeat gotong
rovong? o or "mutual help” which existed long ago in Malay custom
(41). Im addition, Malays women were encouraged to o work bo
increase their standard of living. Modernizers argued that women
in  other countries, sspecially developing cmuntwiéﬁg WEREY
aobviously went out o work, aven sometimes doing bthe sams Jjob as
men.  Modeernizers gave as their example America where womsn "work
in construction companies and big stores, ocarry heavy bricks,
wood and construction toels which no Malay women have ever done
befors” (42, fAoctually  in a peasant community which relisd on
human and animal muscles, the assistance of women was imporiant.
Woman  had o play a role and this role had been taught to  them
since sarliest times. Swettenham has described how at about five
o s5ix - a girl Mwas expected to assist  her mother  in the
preparation of meals, in cleaning the house and in washing the

arse of

™
i

clothes. She began to assums some responsibilty for bthe
yvounger  ohildren, and sometimes also helped in the rice field®
(4350 . For the fTishing communtiy, the Eéme aituation happened
where daughters "would draw water, chop wood and generally help
in  the houss, while the men only go to sea” (44).  Womsn  wers

41. Neraca, 18 July, 1912,

420 Al-Tmam, & Decembee, 1907,

4%, F.A. Swettenham, quote from L. Manderson, Women, Folitics and
Changes: The Eauwn Ibu UMMO HMalsavesia 19451972, Uxford Universliy
Fress, Fuala Lumpur, MNew York & Melbouwens 1980, p. 135,

44, R Firth, Housekeepino Among Malay Feasants, Athlone Fress,
University of London & Humanities Press  Inc., second sdition
1966, po 17.
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sypacted bto help since their husbands worked.

" olWhen  the fTishsrman comss in wet and ticred

atter a day’'s Tishing he expects his wife

to be down on the beach. to throw skids for

the boats, help in the sale of fish, and

carry back the husband’'s Tishing gesar to the

house' (45).
However, the case of Eslantan’'s women was a special one. They
rather than men were active in the acmhamy {4y . They ware
frequently found trading and a majority of them did business in
the market even until recent davs.
Im general, it was argued in the past that all the factors which
caussed Malay backwardnsss had to be solved if Malays wanbed to

develop. The position was summed up by ldaran faman as followsg

odF owe still like to be lazyv,

(Bmlagi kita suka pemalas),

surely we gt less rice and tools.

(Tak dapat tiada kuranglah beras dengan perkakas?.
Tt we de not wm'k)

(Gelagili kita tidak berusahal,

we cannot succesd forever.

(B@lama—lamanya btak boleh berjaval.

If we don’'t have good ssnse,

(Belagi kita tak berperasaani,

we shall not develop.

{(Tentulah kurang darvipada kemajuanl.

If we do not co-operate,

(Gelagi kita tiada bermuatakat),

it will be difficult to make profits.
(Tiap~tiap keuntungan susahlah dapat).
I we like quarrels,

e

45, Ibid, p. 25,

4é&. Ibid, pp. 2934,
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(Bmlagi kite suka bergaduhl,
every promiss we make will not last.
{Tiap~tiap persetisan tak dapat kukuh).

I we don’'t love sach other,

(Gelagi kite tak mahu berkasibh-kasihan),
we shall have less blessing from God.
(Kuranglah rahmat daripada Tuhan) .

I¥ we like disputes,
{(Belagi kita suka berousuhl,

our developmsnt will be like a bamboo.
(Femajuan kita ssumpama buluh).

IT we do not show lovalty,
(Gelagli kita kurang persebtiaand,
we all cannot succeed.

(Serba tak boleh kejavaan).

IT we are careless,

(Gelagi kita kurang osermat),

we are Tar away Trom prosperity.
Qﬁuhlah daripada nikma@.

If we don,t have self consciousnesss,
(Bmlagi kita tak mahu berinsat),

we don’t draw the right lesson from owe difficulties.
(Fesusahan kita tak makna apal.

IF we don't have knowledge,
(Bemlagi kita tiada berpengetahuanl,
we will be ashamed forever.
{(Belama—lamalah kita dalam keaibani.

IT we like gossip,
{(Belagli kita suka mengumpat!,
we cannot work together.

{(Tiap~tiap hal tak dapat semuatakat).

IT we refuse to stay under the sun,
(Selagi kita tak mahu berjsmur),

it is difficult to get prospecity.
(Susahlah kita mendapat makmur).

T we don't have self-respect,
(Bzlagi kita tiada bermalu-maluan),
avery work will not multiply.

(Tiap pekerjaan tidaklah bergandaan?.

IT we behave arrogantly,

(Belagi kita suka kesombongand,
we cannot get on with each other.
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(SGusahlah kesenangan di dalam pencarian) (47).

Although many factors were thus desceibed {0 order to explain
Malay weakness and backwardness, together with some advice on how
to improve the position, eaveryons was aware of the fact that (it
couwld not be denied! Malay peasants lacked capital and technology
to develop their agricultural activity. They used simple and poor
gquality tools and were dependent too much on human and animal
powsr to  do work. In order to help peasants to  upgrade  their
living standard, the HModernizers also criticised governmend
‘ ot

palicy. Bovernment contributed o Malays poverty becausefdid not
encourags the development of initiative among Malay peasants. The
government was asked fto assist Malay peassants by sstablishing a
"pank” to provide credit facilitiess, They believed that rFMalay
peasants could gebt considerable benefit if the governmsnt was
willing to take this step.

Yo Prosperity would incrsase if Lhe

government eﬁtabliﬁhad a bank which could

lend soms money to Malavs for improving

their farms, buying amimals or tools

for agriculturs, or anvihing which related

to agricultural purposss" (48).
In addition, the government was also inactive in developing rice
production  because of the policy of importing rice.  Anong major
countriss supplying cheap rice for Malayva were Thailand and

47. ldaran Zaman, 2 May, 19235,

48, Utusan Melayuw, 20 July, 1708.
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Burma,  and it seemed that the obligetion to maintain domestic
rice production was neglected, though there was still some
carried on by government.

Fubber was introduced by the British, and the size of the
production  rapidly  increased afber 1900 in term of acreage.

Arasaratnam has calcoculated the following figures: inm the ysar

By 00

1200 there were 30,000 acrss, S943,000 acres in 1911 and 3,2
cacres in 1938 (4%9). With this amount, avtomatically Malava becoms
the major natura rubber producer . In conjunction with the

expansion  of rubber plantation, many Indian  laboursrs  wers

o

brought in to mest labour demand on the rubber estates and thi
led to an  increased Indian population in Malava from about
20,000 in 1911 Lo 470,000 in 1921, and to &25,000 in 1931 (30).
Im 19327 FOG, 000 Indians  were employved on the EBritish owned
estates only (S1). The Papid growth of  rubber prodaction
naturally led to the development of the Halayanvaawnomy - Mee
‘o be
ﬁuppoaedﬂmmr@ prospeeous now” (52 — but this development was
criticised by Hodernizers on the grounds that all  the rabber
tress in Malava belongsd to the Euwropean companies and ths labour

came  from India (83%2). The rapid expansion of rubber plantation

49, 8. Arasaratnam, Indians in Malavsia and Sincgapore, O ford
University Fress, Fuala Lumpur 1980, sse p. 3826

50. Ibid, p, 29.

S1. M. Thinker, The Banvan Trees: Overseas Emigrants From India,

Fakistan and Banoladesh, UOxford University Press, Oxford 1977, p.

2. Utusan Melavu, 8 February, 1908,

5%, Ibid, 27 June, 1%14.
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was necessary  because of the expansion of the new mobtocar  and

-~

electrical industries. Further interest was stimulated in its

[
pe

hes

pRR

t

-
i

production by new land regulations in the Federated Malay
which introducsd low guit rents for land granted for  rubber
planting (543 . This rapid sxpansion also existed beceause rubber
rose in price.  As a result of this rapid rise in price, rubber

became one of the most profitable fields of investment.
London Yearly Average Natural Rubber FPrice

Frice.

YEar. B .
1701 2 .00
1903 = oy O3
1908 A .00

1907 & 7L EO
1909 7 ' 1.00
1711 b 5L E0

T

Source, L.O. Yah, p. 2853,

Malay interest slowly changed when they saw the rapid expansion
of rubber and its profit, but sadly many obstacless existed o
pravent Malays from taking part in  the rubbse industry.
Government preferred that Malavs shouwld concentrate on planting
rice which was considered as the less profitable return.  The
governmant tried ©to  keep Malay peasants on the land as
urprofitable padi cultivators in several ways. The  restriction

S54. 0 FLJF. Courteney, A

Malava, Bell % Sons Litd., p. 214,



for new land and higher taxes were ioposed on the land which was
planted with rubber. For example, Halavs had to pay $35.20 for
avery acrse of land planted with rubbere, together with obther
payments, and during the first five vears +that rubber was
planted, FMalaves neseded fto pay $17.00 per acre whereas $7.00  to
8. 00 per acre was paild by non-falaves (557,

Malavs continued to grow crubber, though many obstacles weare
imposed by government to discourage them. The Director of
Education commented Y 1 sugoest that restriction on English
Schools is  rathesr more simple than restriction of rubber " (847,
Further strict action was tak@n in 1917  when the Fadi  Land
Enactment act was approved in order to prevent padi land being

ti

planted with other crops. In obther words this enactment teied
[ 2

stop Malavs from planting rubber on theier padi land (570,

Rubber expansion natwerally had an impact on the developmsnit  of

the economy, but it hit Malays badly. They lost their land by
selling abt high prices offersd by non-Malay entreprensurs. They

parted with their land in various wayvs, such as selling, leasing
and mortgaging. If this new ﬁmNWMncn did not stop, Malays might
mot have any land to stay and plant.

it will be a mistake 1T Malays in

Malava don’t have any land, indeed a&ll

5. #Abd. Ghatar Harun, "Undang—undang Tanah Simpasnan  HMelawvus
Tinjauan Ke atas Dasar Bribish dan Implikasinyva Eepada Masyarakat
Melayvu Negeri Sembilan Hingge Perang Dunia Fedua", Jebat, Bil. 11
kM., 198172, p. 84y see also L.T. Ghee, p. 77.

H&. Buoted from L.O. Yah, op.cit., p. 174,

57 . fAbd. Bhatar Harun, op.cit.. p. 85.
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land inside the country should belong

to them" (58).

Many criticisms were expressed about Malay land alienation. Not
only Malavs wers aware about this situwation, bubt also  the
government itseld and it was pushed in to taking action.

Finally, after lengthy discussion the governmsnt cams  fto  ths
decision  that Malays had to be protected by legislation and in
1913, the Malay Ressrvation Enactment was passed. The motive of
this enactment was to protect Malay holdings of land and  their
interests.

Although the enacment was not completsly satisfactory, fTor Malavs
the action taken by government at least decreased the btension.
Their agitation concerning losing their land became less  intense
when the governmsnt  introduced  and  implesoented  the Malay
Reservation Enactment. The relaxation of Maley tension becausse of

this action was described in Utusan Melayvu,

Yooy this  way Malavs can avoid poverty
forever and in  Singaporse  many people
moved from btown and staved in the jungls

o buwild new houses and plantations (5%9).

The awarsness of Malay backwardness in the economy was constantly
discussed, especially after 19207s. Despite urging Malays to
develop their sconomy, they also wged them not to forget  the

58. Ubusan Melavu, 25 October, 1913,

59, Ibid, 11 June, 1714.
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importance of education. Modernizers believed sducation cowld
help HMalay improve and develop their race. The importance of
education for Malayvs was also given  mach attention by
Modernizers. And their views on this topic will be discussed in a

subsequent chapter.

137



Folitics.

Modernizers ware natuwrally aware fthat colonialism  ocouwrersd
throughout the Malay Archipelagoy Malaya was under British cale
and  ITndonesia under Dutch control.  They suapressed thelr sadnsss

that +the Malay race was btobtally under Europsan powse  in such

oa thing  which caﬁ bring tears and melt

the hesart" (1),
Foreign powers came o dsia for sconomic reasons and, competing
against s=ach othesr, acoguired colonies by wusing  their military
powar  and strength. After the British succeeded in ﬁmkimg OV
administration from the Malay Bultans and their aristocratic
supportars, they carried on government without considering local
people (2. They introducsd and implemsnted a new political
system which brought Malay aristocrats into a nsw bureaucracy. To
ensure  that their political system succeedesd, they uassd Malay
aristocrats. They belisved that this could ma ke thes
administration sfficient. Ardstocrats  wers asked to act  as
bridges to ths Malay community. The colonial powse, in the eayes
of  the Modernizers was described as " always acbing according o

ite own wishes” (3. Malays who worked with the colonial power

were  said  to be slaves, “to be a slave is to be like a dog

guarding a horse? (4).

Lo Al—-Imam, 17 September, 1906,
e Ibid, 14 Apeil, 1907.
E. o Ibid, 9 September, 1907.

4. Ibid, 12 July, 1907.
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Modernizers also  accused  the colonial administration of not
paying much attention to the local people, especially in terms of
wlfare, after their success in sstablishing theiv  powser.  The
cmlcnialtadminigtration Just simply did whatever it wanted to do
without btaking into account HMalay visws. They did Y not consider
what was thought by the owners of the land® (8.

Furthsrmore, Modernizers urged the colonial power to  reconsider
what it had dons to local people Y remember what they have done,
and abandon toughness" (&) .

Modernizers also wrged the Malay community to become awsre of the
effect of colonialism upon them and to carey oul new initiatives
for their fresdom. This kind of woing becoms mors ophbimistic
since they got inspiration from the sucocsss of Japan in defsating
China  and Russia in 18%4 and 1905 respectively. The Japanese

=Y WY i

o

pes proved that it was noft impossible now to defeat colonial
or  Buropean power. Overall Malays now admired the Japsness and
belisved fthat the only way to achieve ftheir own aspirations was

by getting their support (7). Moreover, they admired De. Sun Yat

Sen who similarly tried to develop an awarensss campaign in China

and free his country from domination. His activities gave tham
strong encouragensnt (8).  After British success in consolidating
PO, they introduced a commercial economy by taking owver  and
e IThid, 14 April, 1907,

fa Ibid.

Ve Utusan Melavu, 28 June, 19135,

8. Al-Imam, 27 September, 1908.




developing small Malay mines with Chinese assistance.  They also
introduced rubber plantations. To mest the labour reguirements,
the British esncouragesd the  inflow of  Chinese and Imdian
immigrants for both sectors of the commsrocial economy in Malava.
This kind of policy unsuitably led to an increase in the total
number of immigrants, and it was criticised by Modernizers. Such
people were used to seizxe Malay rights and dominate the wealth of
the country claimed the Modernizers (9.
The presence of the foreign immigrants to Malayva could endangse
the native population, because Malavs could not compeste  with
them. Seriows action  should be taken fo prevent Malavs  Trom
losing svervithing, first in ths sconomy and then in politics.
This unrest was sxpresssed as follows,

" the presencse of a foreign race sesking to

finmgd wealth made Malays weak. Malavs never

got  what  they were looking for bult slowly

lost  what they already had, wunkil oo

government become a burning stick (kava yang

dimakan apil) and what is left fto wus is only

a little land at the end of a&a promontory

(huajung tanjung: " 010 .
Im addition, it was also said that Halayvs could not live happily
alongside the immigrants becsuss of important difierences. Thess

. Accusation and criticism was edpressed hardly by Modernizers
in chapter sconomy.

Jla. 7,

10, Mohd. Dahari Usman, "“Akhbar Cahava . FPinang',
Bil. 2%, U.E.M. 1978/79, p. 4.
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differences such as religion, cusbtom and w0 on could orsate
difficulties, it they stay near to each other, health and
character will be destroyed" (113,

z3u} whiesm

Malay feeling for and love of their homsland can be  se
Chay wroed government to recruit mors Malavs to be soldisrs. They
belisved +that in this way they could protect and defend fTheir
homaeland. Their loyalty would not be in doubt, hmﬂéuge it would

be an obligation FTor them to protect their homeland.  Modeenizers

asked,

" why the Federated Malay Btates government
did not think fto use Malavs as soldisrs in
their own country. There is a right and
responsibilty for everyvons who has &
homeland  to protect his state’'s security,
together with its  wealth and also his own

relativest (12).

In  addition, they saild such & step could save & lot of  money.
Malay soldiers did not nesd a high salary, whereas Indian
soldiers needed one becauss they had to send monsy back to India
o support their families. The owtflow of & lobt of money was &
waste. Besides that, if the government used Malasy soldises, they
would not only be loval o ftheir own countery, bubt they also knew
more about their country than any foreigner could. Therefors they

11. Uiusan HMelavue, 11 June, 1208.

12, Ibid, 14 March, 191%.
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couwld provide better service (13, The objective commitment of
Modernizers in this matiter can bs ssen in ths way in which they
gave acknowledgement fto the Swltan of Johorse, becauwse of his
initiative in forming a volunteer regiment in Johore (14).

Talking about security, Modernizers again showsd  btheir beslief
that security must be pul wunder Malay control by sugoesting that
Malays shouwld be policensn. To achieve this aspiration, Lhey
urged the government to recruilt mores Malay police. Howeswver, the

gl vEs

i

governmant made a 0 statement in reply  that PMalavs  them

refused  to be policemsn. UUiusan Melsayvy published the statement

from the chief of police of Federated Malay States in 1912, who
maid that Malays refused serve in the police force and gave his
reasons for their non-recruitment as follows: (15).

1. They ocould gain more monsy in other jobs compared with  the
wages of a policemen. They could get around 50 - B0 cent per clay
o more by tapping rubbse.

& They liked to be fTres to o anywhere.

E. They did not want to be under disciplineg and order suoh as

parading (berbaris).

In order to overcoms this problem, because of their desire to ses

4

security matters in Malay hands, PModesrnizers went so far as o

suggast that Malavs should be Y"encouraged” to join thse police by

3. Thid,

i4. Al-Imam, & December, 1907, guote from dbdullah Hi. Jaafar,

"Al-Imam", kE.E.  Eim (ed), Sedarah Masvarakst Melayw Moden,
Farsatuan Muzium Malaysia, Huala Lumpuwe 1984, p. 100,

1%, Utusan Melayu, 10 July, 1913,

i
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legislation which would forcs them to Jjoin the foros. They wished
to,

provide an snactmant with the oconsent of

noblemen  and headmen  fto foroce every Malay

male, agad betwsen 25 -30  fto become &

policensn  Tor five vears and then become

]

Yreserve', that i  to  say peopls who wara
ready to be called back into police Torces®™ (1&).
Modernizers also had things to say about state and adaoinistration
affairs. For sxampls, about Helantan and Terengganu. Both states
ware  under - developed compared with the Federated Malay States.
Therefors, Modernizers fully supported the idea that Eslantan and
Terengoganu ahmulq join FMS, bescause the advantages o be gained
by joining were, that both states would get the benefit of supsrt
administrators and Tinancial assistance.
" othis  is the reason why we  hops very soon

it will be heard fthat Eelantan and Tersngoganu

arg Joining the FMSY (17).

In order to modernize and prepare Malayvs for the step of freedomn,
Modernizers uroed governmeant o train Malavs to b
administrators. Malavs could take over the Jjob  from  Toredign
afficers when they were fTully trainsd and capable of doing  the
Jobs. In this way, HModernizers believed Malay aspirations could
be achisgved more sasily.  And Modeenizers alwayvs took Japan  and
1é. Ihid.

17, Ibid, 132 dugust, 1908.
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Turkey as esxamples of swcosssful states in the world 8. 1t was
in  fthis context that they suggested that Malayvs should take over
the Jobs from "foreign officers". We are not sure whether Chiesy
had i mind Beritish officers or 1awew‘level officers - Eﬁylonmﬁag
Indian, "HBerani® (Eurasian? and soms Chinese. But 7 we consider
how  far the nationalist movement was carried by Hodernizers, we
might have the answer that the “foreign officers’ referred to by
Modernizers ware other than British officers. It iz clear that
nationalism at this steage is only just  beginning among  bthe
Malavs, though  fthere are some elements of dissatisfaction with
colonialism.

Modernizers published many items of news and articles conocsrning

foreign aftfairs, sspecially  concerning  Ottoman  Turksy. For

h

example, Wiusan Melava from 22 Februaey 1912 until 12 Dotober

1912 wonstantly publishbed almost entirely news of fThe war  and
orly a few items of local news.  The reason why Malavs wers very
anxiouws to know how the Turks were getting on, and wanted to see
them win the war, was because of membership of the Islamic

community and perhaps also because Malays recognized the Sulitan

also btook an initiative i

of Tuwrkey as Oaliph (19).
this matter when it sugoested fthaet HMuslims in Malava  who
supported the Turks should donate at lgast one dollar in order to
Melp the Turkish armed forces bto buy weapons and bullests (20, To

1. Al-Imam, 10 fAugust, 1907,
1%, E.E. Eim, "Suasana Folitik Di Tamah Melavw Perang Dunia

: reabuan Sejarah
176,

Fedua',Malavsis Bejarah dan Proses
Malavsia, Euala Lumpur 1982, cebak

20, Fohd., Sarim Hi. Mustajab, "Meraca 1910 - Jun 1915 Penvambung
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the Malays, Neraca sent & nessage asking them fto  show  their
svmpathy to the Turks by this sign of support.

“mhopo o playing footbhall for a whi e

because our brothers are in sadness' (21).

Solid support  from Malavs ftowards Turksy can be seen in Teluk

2 i Movembse 1%12 published a repoerb

fnson (Intan), Perak.

that Malavs assembled in Madrasah lhsaniah and made a feast
asking God to bless the Sultan of Turksey and his territory (223,

The Malay community, especially in towns, felt unrest when they
felt unable to compste with forsion immigrants in the sconomy. AS
a result many clubs and socisties were formed by the Malavs. e
@xample, “"Jamiul Seni Wal Behe" in Tengksra, and "Darul Akhie" in

oA :'
"

Banda FKaba wers Fformed in 1910 and 1915 respectively 25

However, it sesms  that HMalavs were still not aware of the
importance of peolitics and the need to units to overcome problems
which existed at this times. This awareness only existed amongst
town  Malavs and was only just at & wvery beginning stage.
Thereforse  the clubs and societies seem not much concerned  about
political affairs, but were biased towards social purposss.

Modernizers angrily described all these clubs and societiss as

il

useless except for social activities such as sport. They believed
that the clubs should be concerned with political affairs.

Matas Al-Imam”, Jernal Budaya, U.E.HM., Jilid, 3. wvol. 1. 1978, p.
= :

2l Neraca, 1 January, 19135,

22, FMohd Sarim, op.cit., p. 9b.

-y

2% Bhmat Adam, op.oit., pe 200



Yonow many olubs were foromsd among Malavs,

but only for sport (peraainan? except one

or two federations (persekubuan? for other

purposss, and we sbill don’t know what is

the real  reasason why 1ds memnbers bave

formed them" (24).
This accusation mades by the Modernizers was quite  strong,  butb
therae was ftruth in what they said it we examine Malay sporting
activity. Sport bescame the prioriiky for Malavs, especially
foothall. Many items of socosr news were published in Bingapors
such as competition tables, reports and so on . For sxample, bthe
competition table for Malava Football Association was published
as Tollows (25).
1o 27 /7 2 /7 1916 ~ Fathul Munir 11 vs Folice.

2. 084 /S F /1916 - Babul fman vs Dacrul Babe.

A u oot

2.5 /205 /7 1916 -~ Biraits Indian vse Fota Raja 11.

wta ol .

4. 1L /2 3/ 19146 — Persenangan Setia 1 vs Fathul Zaman.

.12 /03 /1914 -~ Kota Raja 1 vs Fathul FHarib 11.

o news dbems about football and Toothallers. e

)
ik

-t
i

There werse
was  published on the Tuan Syed Omar bin Mohamed Alsagodf  Cup,

f othe Malava Foothall fAssociation

i

namad afiter the president |

1,

(26 . Football became favourite among the Malavs who seamed

obsessed  with it all the time. For sxaople, in 193G s

24, Utusan Melayvw, 5 January, 1%911.

25, Ibid, 2% February 1%1é&.

6. Ibid, February, 1916.
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zaman published under the sub-heading "local news", a description
of Malay football as fTollows,
"oon Saturday and Sunday evenings many people
go bo the field fto watch Football matoches,
somE by walking and soms by vehicle" (7).
Malay enthusiasm for football also can be illustrabted by bhow many
Tootball club  were formed &t this tims. Among  foobtball olubs
registered were (28).
1. British Malava.
2e Bimpulan Muhibbabh 1.
Ee Biraits Settlements.
4. Bingapore Peranakkan L.
5o " 11,
é. Fathul Earib 1.
Yo Darul Afiat.
., PFersenangan Setia 11.
e Fathul FMunie L1
10, Gevlang olub.

o

Arnd in fact, prior[1913, thers we at lesast Torty football clubs

il

in Bingapors alone 2. The fTact that HMalavs gave special
priority to  football was coriticised by Modernizers. This
. -

anthusiasm  made LThem seen to forget important matters such  as

politics and the sconomy at this time.

27. Idaran Zaman, 10 September, 1935,

28. Utusan Melawyw, 12 March, 1%14.

29, Neraca, 2 July, 1913,
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It was the same with the sconomy where Malavs seemsd nobt bto care.
. Weve,
Malaye emphasized Jootball, whersas the Chiness [(more  worried

1%
HH

about businsss and always sseking wealth (30, It was argusd that
Ysuch clubs and plaving football sre not the main way to advanoe
Malay development. We ©think the real way is education® (ELY.

NMevertheless Modernizers cowld not simply reject Malay social

clubs  and societiess, bDeEcause &t least they playved a role in

helping to create Malay awareness by meeting and sxehanging ideas
and, in  tima, led  to the formation of well-organised Malay
political parties.

tha
This strugole fordiMalay futurs only existed when the Singapors

Malay Union (8.M.U) was foromsd by En.  Mohd Bunos b, ébdullah in

Lee He was also responsible for the Uiusan Melavy newspaper

BEy. S.M.U o was mot a political party in the real senss, bt

its struggle shows a strong commitment to issuess involving FMalay
walfars, such as sducation (3%, Othesr groups saild that among the
purposss of S.M.U were (343,

a. o encourages all members to be active in state adminisbtration.
e to develop the position of Malavs in educatimn; including
higher learning and technical education.

g to struggle for the rights and fresdom of Malavse by making an

B0, See bthe chapter on the sconomy.

El. Uitusan Melavw, 95 January, 1911,

3. SBee chapter threes.
FE. Zulkifli Mahmud, op.ocit., p. 111,

F. Bee W.R. Roff, op. cit., pp. 191-197.

148



aﬂﬁlimatimn to the government on these issues.

The Formation of fthe S.HM.U which had did{ferent purposes Trom
previous  Malay clubs and socisties was to be an inspiration  for
the HMalayvs to ftake part in politics, though it was moderate  in

the Ffirst place. The importance of S.M.U0 was reflected when

Lo

Idaran Zaman encouraged Malays to follow and form another union,
or branch of B.M.U, in the Feninsula,

Ywe  hops in every nook and corner of the

Feninsula will exist branches of the union

(S.M. Uy and the committse members in

Singapors2 hope to involve call Malay heads

and representatives from the Peninsuls in

arder to get agreemsnt  for  the spread of

wal fare measures” (5.

After the formation of S.M.U, many Malay State Assoc i on were

formedd by Malays esspecially aflter L2250 s, MG bhese
associations were Sslangor Malay Association, Pahang, Negeri

Sembilan, Fenang Associabtion and so on. The next important step

aftter +the Fformation of Malay State Association was  the Malay

o

Youth Undon (M.Y.W in 19328 led by Ibrabim HJi. Yacob. MJY.U was
the first political party in the real sense, because  its

ava and it struggled For  all

membaErship  was open throughout Ma
Malavs.

Beside oriticising Malavs in genseral, Modernizers also did not

forget +fo ocriticise the Malay aristocrats, that is to say  the

Lo

ES. Ildaran Zaman, 11 September, 19324,
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Sultans, noblemnen and all the ruling class who administered the
country. They did not carry out their responsibilities corrsctly

and caused Malay backwardnesss. Al-lman wanbed to

Yoask  our Rajas  or Sultans and noblemsn, and
rich men  fto carry out their responsibilities

for thdy community” (3671,

ftfter the British arrival, the Malay ruling class s position was
not disturbed., Aristocrats were absorbesd into the new bursaucracy
and  acted as mediators between fthe government and thes HMalay
community. Therse were accused of irresponsibiliby, they did not
wortk  to  dmprove  Malay conditions, but made  them worse Dy

gxploiting their peoplse more than the colonial powsr did.

*opur noblemsan went further than the exploiters

and the subisct class suffered" (37).

Furthermore, Modernizers oriticised Malay noblemen fmr»negl@atimg
Malay welfare. They did not care o bring bensfits for the Malays
CEgy . This  irresponsible attitude caused Malayvs to fall behind,
and fail to develop political awareness. Malay noblesmen just took
care of their own affairs without considering the impact on  the
Falavs. Théir negative attitude becamse worss when they

engaged in corruption. (29). This drresponsible action become very

September, 1%06.

. % Beptember, 1907.
8. Ibid, 4 February, 1908,

A9, Ikid, 25 Movember, 1908,
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obvious among themn, Thsy liwved in wsalth, theretfore they forgotb

to carry out their responsibility to improve the Malay position.

It was important for them only to have monsy (407,

Malay Sultans also could not escape  from e bdoism by

Fodernizers. Modernizers oriticised Malay Bultans  for alwavs

malking wrong decisions  and not giving priority  to Maleay
development. For skample, the suggestion made by the Sultan of
Ferak to donate a warship for the British government in the Malay

States governmant  cowncil  meeting was oriticised b Tthe

ift

Fodernizers as wastetful, and many other things should be dons

first:
"othe needs of the subject class showld bs given
priority, such as sducation. Albthough giving a
presant is good, it should be done after basic
nesds have bssn met oftherwisese 1t cannot be said

to be welfare® (417,

Aoccording o the Modernizers, the subject class could do nothing

to change or attack Malay ruling class. They cowld prevent
attacks and protect themsslves, because they had powsr and money

{(43).  However, it we look at the Malay community, they alresady

lagoed behind in every aspect and were far from having political
awarasness, especially those who lived in the villages. The FMalay

ruling class on the other hand, irresponsibly lived in wsalth and

40, Ihid.

o

41. Uiusan Melayw, 12 November, 12

42, Al-Imam, 2% November, 1908,
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seemned Linawaire

that they were used by the British to sstabli

i

1
i

was

their power. The guestion now/lhow to solve the Malay problem and

by whom?. Fode
problem  was Tto

history cowld
the

introducs history education. The importance o

nizers  sugoested among the wayvs of solving  the

o0

be  a guide and lesson for Malays  together  with

AHMalay ruling class in working together.

"from history could be taken lessons and 1k

could be a guide Tor the future’™ (43).

Im  addition, Modernizers also weged pesople fto Ilearn  Islamic

history, especially the ruling class, and make use of it for the

benefit of Malayvs. They could lsarn how the prophet PMubhammad and

his sSUCCess0rs

Islamic empire,

spraad the Islamic religion and established an

for instance. The importance of Islamic hisbtory

was  that 1t could be a good guide sspecially for Malay ruling

aristocrats in

again by Modernizers .

carryving out administration. This was stressed

5 Tollowss

ofrom history Rajas and aristocrats who wers

indifferent to civilization and who neglected

Lo

take

Im criticising
acknowledge what

Malay community

provide benefit for their commuanity could

a lesson' (44},

all groups, Modernizsers did not forgst  to
had- been done for the beneftit of Malaya and thes

genserallyv. For szample, the ocolonial powsae

4% Ibid, 2% July, 1304,

44, Ibid, 4 February, 1908.
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introduced a new  transportation system and & new  commsrocial

sronomy, and so on.

"we have not denied what they have done" (4855,
Mbout Malay aspiration to sssek feresdom and the hopes Tor Japaness

assistance, Utusan Melavu published its belist that Japan was not

ready to help  and give support to the Malavs. It presented
several reason why Japan would refuse bto do that.  Among the
reason wWwere: (461.

a. geographical factor - Malava far from Japan.

b Japan would have to spend nuch monsy.

c. Japan didn't want to break her relations with other powsrs,
particularly Britain, a5 a result of which she was recognized as
the Asian powar.

At the same  time, Modernizers sesmed to like  the British
administration and o have considerable confidence in 1t. This=s
can be illustrated by the fact that they were blamed by one Malay
teacher (En. Ahmad . Ambak) who taught Malay language in Japan.
He made & speech to attack the badness of British administration.
In his speech, he also hoped that Japen would give assistancs bto

the Malays. Howsver, Utusan Melavu accused En. dhmad of being an

ungrateful person,  and  argusd that Japan would not  faithifully
help.

Yovow forgst the  British goodness (tak

kenang budiy i British did not help how
4%, Ibid, 17 Beptembsr, 19046,

A&, Utusan Melavuw, 28 January, 1915

{E
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could vou be a btsacher in Japan?. énd Japan
wowld  only  coms o Malave to seek profit
riak to help® (47,

M, if  we maks an analysis from the beginning there iz a
contradiction in the principles of the Modernizers. In the first
place, they were aware of colonialism and sxpresssd sadness  and
criticism of it. They discussed much about fresdom, and showed
their desire to ses Malavs become a2 modern, developsd and
independent community. They also criticised the Malay community,
Mowever, for its lack of interest in politice, and wasting btime
by playing footbhall. They also did not forgst to criticise Malay
ruling class, because it did not take a responsible abtitude to
develop the Malay community. On the obther hand, HModernizers
seegmaed  fto like aspects of colonialism. Although there was some
national amnaciuuéﬁﬁﬁﬁ, Modernizers realised that Malavs were
atill not ready to accept fundamsntal changes especially  in
politics. They were not confident to set up selt governmsnt, and
aleo not ready to accept independence i the British werse to give
it to the Malavs, bescause they werse not confident snough that the
Malay traditional ruling class would be able to administer in the
correct way (48). Morsover, bthe Malay ruling olass wes also happy
to  accept British administration, espescially after the British
gucceadﬁc in restoring order in the Malay States. A5 & matter of
fact, the Malay ruling class including Rajas and Sultans (though
47. Ibid, 21 June, 1913,

A48, Abdullah Hi. Jaafar, op.ocibt., p. 90
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not ally, wanted the British as a protector in the Malay States.

For axample, Raja Abdullah of Perak sent a lettsr to Singapore at

-
HH

VI sesking British assistance to improve conditions.

bhe snd of 1873

fnd he acddeds

"if  all these dissensions are brought to an end,

s restored to psace, we and our

ot

and  the country

attle under the sheltering

i

great men desire Lo
protection of the Hritish flag" (4%9).
The lack of confidence of the Modernizers ftowards the Malay
ruling olass also can be sesen in the way the Malay ruling oclass
behaved. This was described asg
"oalthough  the administration was in the hands
of the British, Malay Sultans still ocan  baks
action to protect Malavs and take care about
the sitwuation in the Malay States. Bub sadly
there i1s no  indtiative by HMalay Sultans to
develop Malay society. They spend btheir ftime
in enjovments, gamblinog, kesping mistresses and
receive their monthly allowance" (8503,
Such  attitudes towards colonial administration actually sxisted
wntil  after the 1920's when Malays started to discuss politics
meyre sariously. This situation existed was common SMOrg

aristocrats  even amongst some of bthe educated ones. For example,

4%, R. Emsrson,
Mew Yordk 1937, p.

in Rirect and Indirect Rule, Maocmillan,

"Ho. Abdul Latifft abu Bakar, Tehak Hi. Muabhamad: Penulis dan ARl
Folitik Sehinooe 1948, University of Malaya Fress, FHouala Lumpur
1976, pa 7
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in  the spesch made by Tengku Ismaill concerning the purpose  or

function of the organization proposal, he saidj

*obhat no psople in the world are as Jjust and

modest  in their rule as the British are, and

we must indesd be “hankfui that we live undsr

their pPDtECtiQﬂG (310,
lack of confidence concerning self government continued unless
Malavse were fTirst prepared for it. Ubtusan Melsvw declared
"although we have several sducated princes such as Raja Chulan

and Raja TautTik and othsrs, but to govern ourselves that is  not

3 should realiss the importanoe

Y

o, arnd because of bthat Malay
of sducation® (5. Malavs should taught about their education,

and if necessary 1t showld bes exitended or changed in  order  to

St

achisve their aspirations (53). At last Modernizers realissd the

facts of fthe HMalay situation, and therefore wrged the Malay
connmunity to be ready to develop education and the sconomy on the

bhasis of Islam as the vital step ftowards fresdom and

indepsndences.
atuan Melayu Bslangor A Early Malay
s

51. W.R.  Rofif, "The Fers z
A, Mo. 1. March, 1958, p. 135,

Folitical fAssociation', Ji

-

52 Ubusan Melayvw, 29 November, 1913,

S5 Ibid.



Summary and Conclusion.
Our chapters have made it clear that Modernizers were very acbtive
in expressing their reform ideas atter they became. awarse of the

weakness of the position of Malays. All the reform ideas were

i
-4

channe led through  local media in ths  form o criticism,
suggestions and somefimes even satire.

The reform ideas developsd by the HModeenizers involved all
aspects of Malay life such as PEligiDh5 the sconomy, education
and politics. Howavear, according  to the Modernizers, the
religious factor was fthe one vital cause of Malay backwardness.
Malays wmisunderstood  fthe real principles of Islamic fsaching.
Religion discowraged Malavs from working hard in daily lifs. They
belisved bthe world was only a temporary abode  which gave  an
apportunity to prepare Tor a pesrmanent place in fthe next  world.
Therefors, people should not work hard in this world because 1%
would be left behind.

In addition, fthey also belisved that their destiny was fixed
by God.  As oa resultb, they showed less initiative. They were
ﬁimply satisfied by whatever conditions they had, and refused to
improve  them because they believed that it was not for them to
change things. This misunderstanding of Islamic principles among
e Malays was coriticissed by the Modernizers =X i ldind
acceptance. Malays simply received whatever instruction was
given to them by religious authorities and religious btesachers who
wers blamed by the Modernizers Tor the misunderstandings  about
Islamic religion among the Malays., Modernizers werged  them o

improve  the situation and work hard as long as  they did not
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oppose the EForan  and  "Hadith®. A1l the mistakes should be
forgotten and left behind, But  unfortunately  reform idsas

continued to  bs ftersated wiith hostility by  the Conservatives.

poey

i
i

Conflict betwesen both groups becams seriows, especially afber the

1920 s,

However, Modernizers realised that Malays lacked adequate

sducation. Without exception Malavs, including religious teachers

arid authorities, were poorly sducatsed or not sducatsd
was no  wonder that Malavs misunderstood Islamic principles.
Becauwse of the importance of education for Malayvs, PModernizers
wrgeedl Bhem to improve their education in order to develop bthe
Malay community. The weskness of Falay sducation had besen locatad

by Modernizers in the limited number of schools and  in low

)

andards. There was much criticism of the restricted curriculum.

&
The problem was made worse by the attitude of Malay parsnis,
general poverty and fthe role plaved by Conservatives. Fuoch
criticism had besn expressed by the Modeernizers about thes limited
places at which Malay children could be aducated. This =strong
criticism was directed at ths government, arngd the Malay Sulftans
and aristocrats. They werse acoused of being negligent and
irresponsible towards Malay . education. Mostly the govermment was
urged to  assist by building more schools, sspecially in the
villages. The concentration on building schools in the fSowns

ot

hindersed Malays Trom sending their children to school, because
a lack of transport and poverty. Besides the governmant, Malay

Sultans, sristocrats and rich men were also encouraged to help by

making contributions for Malay education.
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For +the Modernizsrs, what was most important  abowt  Malay
education was the curriculum. They considered that the cureiculum
on offer  in the Malay schools was very  limited. It aimsd at
little more than Jjust making children know how o read and weits.
In religious schools, on the other hand, the smphasis was morse on
religiouns matﬁéwﬁ rather thamn modern (sscular? education. The
result was that Malay school lsavers had difficultiss in finding

obs  compared  with those who came from  the English  schools.

paey

Government was  accussed of being insincere in its  atdbitudes to

Malay education, ard it was claimed that fthe aim of the

i

governmant edacabtion  system was to make  them bebtter peasant
rather  than to prepare them for alternative Jjobs. Thersfors,
Modernizers wrosd government  tTo show sincerity  fowards Malay

gducation by building more schools, improving the cuericulum and

teaching quality amnd so on.

However, the Modernizers also did not forget to criticise the
attitude of Malay parents who refused o send their childrsn to
sehool. Such  parents wanted their children to work in the padi
fimlds and helping their mobther in the kitchen rather  fhan
gpending much time in school. FMoreover, they believed that el ay
pavent% mincs WES aorru#pted by The Conservabives.
Conservatives, on the other hand, argued that ochildren would
becomse less pious  and even changs their religion and  becoms
Christians if they went to English schools, as a result of thie
iﬁflu&ﬁﬁ@% around them. Howsver, in this respect Modernizers did

not only express sbtrong oriticism, they also knew their

responsibility fowards Malay education.  Many contributions  wers

and
L



macde by the Modesrnizers. fAmong  the most important wgi% the
satting up of the modern religious school, in terms of buwildings
and curriculum. For axample, the formation of Madrasah Gl-Igbsal
in Singaepore in 1907, Sfrmng initiative towards the development
of Malay education was shown by the FModernizers with the building
of such historic institutions for Malavs, as the Malay Dollege of
Fuala Eangsar (FMCEEDY in 19085 and SBuitan Idris Training Collegs

(MPFSIY in 19

Both institutions later on succesded in prodocing
Malay nationalists who continued the work startsed by the
Modernizers. Though they were differsnt in ideologies, their aisms
were the same — independence.

Another  interesting issue to  the Modernizers was the
economy. They were awars bthat Malavs were in poverty, especially
peasants. The majority of them were engaged in an uwunbsneficial
sector, namsly subsist#nce farming. The reasons for Malay poverty
and how it might be overcome were discusssd in  depih by  the
Modernizers. They belisved that the fact that Malays still stayed

at  the same level and wesre unable to improve their condition was

a reflecl

<

ion of government policy. Malays were nmf involvad  in
the new commercial sconomy. Oolonial policy was o encourage the
inflow of foreign labowr to mest requiremsnts in the tin  and
rubbar  sectors. It ssemed that the colonisl powsrs prefecred
Malays to conbtinue their traditional Jjobs. In other words, PMalavs
were asked to act as suppliers for (4. lavrge and grmwimg :

e fore . P
o7 foreign labowy. Howesver, fthis aspiration failed.

Pecause of
the "cheap import policy” -~ rice could be found cheaper W

Thailand and Burma.
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The inflow of large numbers of immigrants was strongly cribticisesd
by the HModernizers who accused them of é@izing Lhe wealth in
Malava. Malavs becans restless  when  i;migrants  becams the
majority, especially in the Federated Halay States and Straits

Malavs come to a climax  when they

-
i
5

Settlements., The wunrest
unable fto compets with the immigrants, éap@mially with  the
Chinese., The serious implication, for the Malavs, of the new
comnercial  economy and recruddtment of foreign labour was to be
sesn in the alisnation of Malay lands., Malavs often lost  their
land because they were unable to pay debts to Chetitiars (money
lenders) . _They then sold because they were atitracted by the high
price offered by the &nﬁwépr&n@uvs for the new ruabber plantations
and  ftin-mines. Strong coriticism cames from the Modeernizers  and
from government officers about ths extent of HMalay alisnaltion and
this forced fthe government o pass the Malay Re%&rvatiun

Fractment in 19123 and revise it later in 1932

il m

it

i

Comparsd  with othsr aspects, politics as such  was very

little discussed by the Modernizers. However, this doss nob msan

that Modernizers lacked any political consciousness. They ware
well aware of the colonial system in the Malay FPsninsula, aind

avaen  throughout the Malay Archipelago. They ewxpressed theire

3

sadness about colonialism, and wanted to sese Malavs become a
independent, developing and respscted reace. The atfraction of
freasdom  increased further when fthey saw nationalist movements in
other tmuntries in Asia. In 6Pd@ﬁ to achieve their aspirations,
they hoped Japan would gave assistance, espscially atter they saw

significant,

the Japanese succeed in defeating China and, moee

1&1



Russia in 1905, Colonial or BEuwropean powsrs  werse  no longees
unbeatable. Howsver, though thers were soms elements of fresdom
alwavs Ttaught by the Modernizers, they realized that the time was
not  ripe. Malays had to be prepared Tirst before they would be
ready to talk about and recsive freedom and independence.

How couwld Malavs set up self government, it they werse poorly
sducated, backward in sconomic life and had negative attitudes
towards the world caused by the misunderstanding in Islamic
principles?. Malay sultans and aristocrats also could not escape
from strong oriticism bescause ftheir position caused problems  on
the path to self government. The attituwdes of Malay Sultans  and

aristocrats caused Modernizers to lose confidence in hhe Malay

ruling class. They did not believe that the rulers could handle

their responsibilities in the proper way. They wsra
indifference btowards the welfare of Malavs while they thenselves
Lived in wealth. Horsover, ocolonial policy preserved the Malay
Bultans and absorbed aristocrats into the new bureaucracy. This
made them felt happy under colonial protection, because it ssemed
that their position and rights were untouched by fthe oolonial
power,

The reforn movemsnt  in politics also can be  illusitrated by

publications relating to forsign and local affairs. Many items of

i

war  involving Turkey were published., This is because of the

i

connesction  between Turksey and Muslims who recognized the Sultan
of  Turkey as their caliph. In local atfairs, they urged the

government  to  recrdait moere Malays into  the army  and polics

H

forces. In administration, very Tew Malays wers emploved. It was

1é&E



dominated by immigrants, mostly Indians and some Chiness.  The
Modernizers realised the importance of improving this situstion
it HMalavs were o achieve their aspirations. Theretors, thesy
urged  the government to frain mors Malavs as  administrators by
taking them an a=s administrative ftrainess., Modernizers also
sugoested  that the government should esoploy them when they were
fully trained, and  replace Toreign officers. fig for the
immigrants, Malavs werse not only worrised about their sucocsss in
the esoconomy. but  they also could endanger Malavs 4f they
succeadad  in politics. The Modernizers wanted o prevent  this
happening.

However, it might be argued that the reform movemsnt developsd by
Modernizers was btoo simple, ooderate and showed no eeal sign of
nationalism. Their mnovement Talled to create the Teeling of
nationalism and far from threatensd the colonial position. A
turn back and observe the history of the Malay strugole, we would
acoceph the suggestion  that  the colonial powse never felt
threatened by Malagg. Other than the controversial wprisings
which we have discusssd sarlier, there was no real anbti-colonial
movemnaent carried on by the FMalavs which could thresaten  the
colonial position before 1946, Indesd, more surprisingly Malavs
seemed to co-operate with the colonial powesr, especially  the

ituwation refdlected the sucosss of

i
1t

ﬁalay ruling olass. This
colonial policy. The British succesdsd in consolidating Lheir
position by wusing a divide and rule policy which  separated all
sthnic groups in Malava. They safeguarded their position amongst

Malays by preserving the position and privileges of the ruling
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class, soms  of whom were appointed to the new bhursaucracy. Thie
Firet time, & big, united and powerful thrsat from the Malayvs was
faced by the colonial power was in 19446 when they rejected  the
suggestion of Malavan Union M., HMalayan Union, Lo which they

a )

ware opposed, was replaced by the Fedsration of Malava in 1548,

5

In other words, it might be said that bscause no major elements

colonialism  ooourred

of anti-colonial action or uprising against

therse was no nationalism. However, it would be wrong to sugg
that Malay nationalism did not exist before 1946, There are many
othar factors which can be considered as elemsnts of nationalism.
We must take note of attempits to create national feeling and bind
people together. Of  course, it may still be argusd bthat
nationalism must have the element of an uprising against
colonialism. There were uprisings as we have noted, bulbt  thay
opcourred  sarly on oand it dise gusshtionable whether we call that
kimd  of wuprising "nationalism". Such uwuprisings had personal
rather  than national causes. Modernizers criticissd Malayvs  in
arder  to educate, stimulate and unite them fto face & large and
growing  number of immigrants.  More than that, they oriticised

colonial  power and extended their hopess to include freedom  and

=1F governmeant.

i
f

IT we consider the tone of ocriticism directed by the Modernizers
especially o the governmsnt, it dogs nob appear  very  sbtrong.
Howse s, that doess not mean that Modernizers liked and had
confidence in the colonial power. They sxpressed mwch strong and
hard criticism of it and were very sad that colonialism  had

ocourradd. However, their criticism was not very clear because 1t



was  edpressed  in language  auch influsnced by the stvls of
classical Malay and was often mixed with fArabic and English
sxpressions. As oa resuld it was often difficult  to wnderstand
their real ideas. Maﬂﬁdvawg their criticism was very often found
in  the Fform of satire which mads  their meaning sven  @mors
comnplicated. That was the way they managed o esscape being traced
v the colonial powsr. In addition, 1t was wvery sarly for fthem to

move openly whers Malavs actually still did not show  themsalves

ready  to accept the fundamsntal changes sspecially in polibtics.
The tones quﬁﬁdn;by Modernizers doss nob appssar — 0 very strong.
They accepted this and declared Y"of cowrses advics and guidanoe is

not enough to be used as a tool to develop Malay race. But, at
least it could create the awarenesss of Malay position compared

with obthsr races, but this advice and guidance can  hopefully

A5 July, 190&) . We also

wpgrads the Malay position
ahould bs awarse that the movemsent of the Modernizers ococurrered in
the sarly fwentisth century in & situwation wvery different from
the present. So, it is important not bo judge their efforbts from
a later standpoint. & fair assessment can be made only by looking
at the movemsnt in the right context.

Mozt of the Modernizers received religious education  and used

fslam as

i

s guids in dntroducing their reform ideas. A a resulh,
many people supposed that the Modernizers wers  only  concernsd
with religious matters and their movemsnt had no  concsern with
nationalism at all. Alternatively, p=ople tried to categorize the
Modernizers movement as "religious nafimnaliam“. Howevar, if e

analyse their reform ideas there is no doubt that they did not



o

only touch religious affairs, but moved bevornd them to discuss
the sconomy, =ducation and even political CcONsCioUSNESS.

Modernizers caught that Islam was the vitel factor which caused
Malay backwardness. 5o, they used Islam as a tool fto mvmwammerthe

siea b

preob lem. In other words, they beslieved fthat Malavs
correctly understand and carey out Islamic principles in order to
m@valmpv themﬁalvéau Islam was not a religion which prevented
development. Howsver, in sipressing their views, suggestions and
criticisms  they did not include good svidence to support  fhen,
such as acourate figures and so on, s oa result 1t was possible
for their ideas to be overlooked subsegquently.

significance of the

Whatever o sstimate of  thse preci
Modernizers, they succeseded in baving a btremendous intlusnoce  on
the mentality of Malavs.,  Their awarensss and bravery in putiting
forward reforms Em stimulate the Malay struggle  most [
appreciated. They can, therefore, be recognized as the major
influsence behind  the sarly Malay nationalist movemnesnt, aven

though that wmovemsent still had & long way to go fTo  achieve

emnancipation.
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