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A Survey of Leprosy.
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Upper Zambesi Basin, Northern
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Table |
Age Groups

F G H I

15-19 20-29 3039 4049 5059 Over 60 Tortan
1086 165 1247 1600 1282 9,662
1661 1897 2085 1460 1054 10,486
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LEPROSY AMONGST THE LOVALE TRIBE

Tre CENTRAL AFRICAN
JounxaL or  Mebicing

Table 11

THE AGE PREVALENCE OF LEPROSY
Ace Grours

A B C D E F o H I
0—1 5—9 | 1014 | 15—19 | 20—29 | 3039 | 10—19 | 50—39 | Over 60 | TotaL
Males - — 2 3 3 6 11 11 30 38 107
Females - - — 1 1 3 21 37 37 33 133
TortaLs - — 2 1 1 9 32 51| 61 71 240

mended by the International Leprosy Congress

at Cairo in 1938.

Tue Survey FINDINGS

Census Figures—1In all, 20,148 people (9,662
males and 10,486 females) were examined. The
age groups are summarised in Table I.

The number of people found with leprosy was
240, giving a general prevalence of 11.85 per
1,000.

The number of cases in the different age
groups are shown in Table II.

It is observed in the first three age groups
(A, B and C) the males considerably outnumber
the females. In the next four age groups (D, E,
I and G) the females greatly outnumber the
males, while in the last two groups (H and 1)
the males outnumber the females. In the first
four years of life the sexes are almost equal,
while from the age of 5 to 15 the males take
the lead. Possibly under local conditions the
males withstand better the attacks of malaria
and other acute conditions which carry ofl so
many children and adolescents. Age group D
(age 15—19) is unusually small and this is
related to a plague of locusts in 1935, followed
by famine in that and the following years, when
many children died.

From age 15 to 50 the females greatly out-
number the males, and this is undoubtedly due
to the males leaving the districts and going off
in search of employment and adventure to South
Africa, Southern Rhodesia and the Northern
Rhodesia Copperbelt.

In the last two age groups, age 50 and up-
wards, the males again predominate. This may
be due to the return home of older men who
have been absent and the fact that elderly
African women are unwanted and neglected and
do not therefore survive as long as the men.

THe ConTacT RATE

Sixty-six per cent. of the cases of leprosy
admitted have a near relative with the disease.
If we accept the view, now generally held, that
most leprosy is contracted in childhood, and as
we know the social habits of the tribe, it is not
surprising that 63 patients (26.25 per cent.)
had an uncle or aunt with leprosy, whereas only
44 (18.33 per cent.) had a parent infected.

The significant finding was the low childhood
rate and the steadily increasing prevalence with
the advancing age groups. There was also a
steadily rising number of lepromatous cases as
the age groups advance, the proportion being
approximately doubled with the advance in the
total number of cases.

Table 11
THE AGE PREVALENCE OF LEPROSY
MALES
| A B ¢ | b Elor |6 |w ] Tora,
Tuberculoid | — 2 1 3 ] 5 8 18 30 68
Lepromatous — — — — 1 \ 2 3 11 5 22
lindeterminatd] — 1 l 1 2 1 3 3 1 2 14
Borderline - — — \ — — 1 1 ‘ — — 1 3
ToraL - - — 2 | 3 3 6 1| 30 38 107
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Table 1V
FEMALES
A B ( D E I G H I Toran
Tuberculoid — — 1 — 13 21 24 15 77
Lepromatous — — — — — 3 7 9 16 35
Indeterminate — — — 1 — 5 8 4 2 20
Borderline - — — — — — _ 1 _ . 1
Torar. - - — — 1 1 3 21 37 37 33 133
These findings are shown in the Tables 1II TYPES: No. Per cent. Total
and IV. LEPROMATOUS—
. Macular ... 10 416
The figures for type prevalence in the last age Diffuse . 37 15.42
groups (over 60) show a sharp rise in leproma- Infiltrated .. 1 1.66
tous cases in’ females (there are actually more Nodular ... ... 6 2.50 U
lepromatous than tuberculoid cases in this TUBERCL B.15%
; UBERCULOID—
group) and an equally sharp fall in the lepro- Minor 109 45.42
matous cases in males. In regard to tuberculoid Major . . 37 15.42
cases, the females show a decrease and the males Pure Neuritic ... — — 60815
. N - . 0" (4
an increase in this age group. GROUPS:
INDETERMINATE—
Tar Tyre PREVALENCE oF LEPROSY Macular ... .. 29 12.09
(Classification of Madrid Congress, 1953) Pure Neuritic ... 4 1.66 13.75%
Out of 240 cases of leprosy— ' BoRDERLINE— 1 Lé6 L66%
146 (60.84 per cent.) were of the tuberculoid type.
57 (23.75 per cent.) were of the lepromatous type. 240 100.00  100.00%

33 (13.75 per cent.) were of the indeterminate type.
4 (1.66 per cent.) were of the borderline type,

The table gives the details of the types met with in
240 cases.

From all types and

signs = 46.3%.

groups, 111 showed polyneuritic
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