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This book attempts to trace the impact and infleesfcanarchism on anti-colonial
nationalism, or as Benedict Anderson puts it initlioduction the “gravitational
force of anarchism between militant nationalism®pposite sides of the planet”.
Focussing on Cuba and the Philippines, the mosbiitapt remaining colonies of
Spain's dying Empire, Anderson maps the politicatent of anarchism in the final
decades of the nineteenth century, by moving btalatigly from the European cities
of London and Paris, to South America and Rio aeila, to the East and to Hong
Kong, Singapore and Manila, taking in several ottiges in between. He views this
journey as an experiment in “political astronomytlalevises a method which he
describes as a blend of “Eisenstein’'s montage'tlathrilling uncertainties of an
unfoldingroman-feuilletornovel, enjoining his reader to imagine she isdieg a
black and white film” or a novel that revels infthangers.

Broadly, Anderson follows a two-pronged line of amgent. First, he aims to show a
“transglobal coordination” between Cuba's natistatvolution in 1895, the last to
occur in the New World, and the Philippine natidstalevolution a year later, the first
to occur in Asia. Their “near-simultaneity”, Andersargues, was no mere
coincidence. New technology: the invention of thlegram, the widening postal
systems and railway networks, for instance, hadesaed in ushering forth a form of
“early globalisation” which drew the ends of thethaloser, thus making a wide
range of events, conditions and consequences —decamtific discoveries, the
movement and making of capital and profit, to rajt conquests and defeats — both
easy and swift.

Second, Anderson stresses the cosmopolitical nafufgipino and Cuban
nationalism by highlighting the cosmopolitanismilod elite nationalists themselves.
Multi-lingual, geographically mobile and impresdiveultured, this group of Filipino
elite, patriotic intellectuals who are the focusAofderson's study, formed friendships
with and found allies in Europeans (British, Fren8panish and German), whether
they were liberals, anarchists or simply sympatBiséoreover, these patriots abroad
kept themselves and their countrymen in the Phitggpabreast of world events
through reports in newspapers, through letterstaledrams, and, significantly
through their travels. In the process, Andersomi@sgboth Filipinos and Cubans
could “learn how to ‘do’ revolution, anti-coloniain, and anti-imperialism”.
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By situating nationalism within these larger cutseof modernity and
cosmopolitanism, Anderson rightly unhinges the-tateeteenth century Cuban and
Philippine revolutions from their provincial moogs and often parochial historical
interpretations, and analyses them as being veohrpart of changing global
conditions, shaped and pushed to a significanteselgy prevailing transnational
forces. The fruitfulness of this panoptic approhak been proven by other historians
who have, like Anderson, explored the question sdgial changes occurring in
distant regions of the world, with no apparent lowvious connections or ties, should
have experienced similar transglobal coordinatimmsverlapping cycles of change.

Most interestingly, Anderson chooses to foregrotimee renowned Filipino patriots
whose remarkable lives and works serve as an angoor which anarchism and its
influences are discussed. Anderson's fascinatitim tve astute political campaign
organiser Mariano Ponce, the pioneering folklcaisd journalist Isabelo de los Reyes,
and above all, the polyglot and novelist Jose Raralplain. Anderson ranges across
their considerable achievements: novels, essast®rital research, while at the same
time, he endeavours to capture with intimacy, famtly and warmth, their individual
personalities. The ebullient, energetic, thricenedrand virile Isabelo (father to
fourteen children), is for example, contrasted wlith self-conscious and sensitive
Rizal who sired no children. To examine the workthese accomplished men in
tandem with some of the most exciting scientifinking and literature to be
produced in Europe in the nineteenth century, restztss the exploration of not only
the development of their “anti-colonial imaginatipbut the exuberance of their
intellectual adventurousness and the rich complefitheir imaginations. In two
chapters, Anderson discusses Rizal's politicalpiasive noveldNoli me
Tangere(1887) ancEl Filibusterismo(1891), commendably taking the lively route of
examining the novels for their biting humour, oe&is “unquenchable laughter” as
Anderson describes, and references to sex. Highligipassages that allude to the
sexual lust of a friar, and male and female homaality, Anderson speculates on the
eclectic sources that may have inspired the youliigrfe. Here, Anderson finds
correspondences in Rizal's sexual insinuationsghwvpepper both novels so spicily,
with parallel scenes that can be found in worksh®yscandalously avant-garde half-
Dutch and half-French novelist Joris-Karl Huysmawish Edgar Allen Poe, with
Baudelaire and Mallarmé. This novelistic melting {gonot entirely convincing and
the links are tenuous. As Anderson himself quigdynits, while Rizal's novels are
filled with classical references in Latin and Helbyand his vast library attests to his
wide reading, there is no evidence to show ane$¢ authors had been read by
Rizal. What is significant is that Rizal was at tight place at the right time, and at
the right age, to have been both excited and iegdfy current, European literary
activity. Rizal had made the first of many visibsRaris in 1884; he was an attractive,
quietly confident and acutely observant twenty-¢hyear old, and had arrived just
over a year after Huysman&'rebourshad been published, a novel that had
succeeded in outragiren-pensanbourgeois society with its seductive and exotic
sex scenes. What occurs, Anderson suggests, magittributed to the magic of
alchemy. “Rizal's originality”, Anderson writesa$ in the manner in which he
transposed, combined, and transformed what hedaatl.rlt is the experience of
Europe, Paris in particular, that provided the station in an already fertile mind for
ideas to take shape and crystallise.



It should be remembered that Rizal's novels aiewsecritiques of colonialism. But it
is his mocking laughter and, at times, gossipy ttma give the works the flair and
sophistication found lacking in say, Benito Galdasonument&ofia

Perfecta(1876), a work scholars habitually compare to Ridoli. A novel
concerning a decaying colonial society and the eligitrons of imperialism, Anderson
points out, has never been more enjoyable to teatdRizal'INoli. Anderson, as he is
only too aware, has built a case for anarchismdasecircumstantial evidence. In the
Philippine case, his argument, he must surely adsnliérgely unconvincing. Proving
the political influence of anarchism in the forneatiof an anti-colonial imagination
amongst a Filipino elite intelligentsia, who in tlage 1880s and early 1890s were
enamoured by the economic and scientific progeessell as the bourgeois cultures
of western Europe, and more interested in sociatmes rather than revolution, was a
tough hypothesis. What he has achieved is a skyhegfitten study that has allowed
him to exhibit his considerable erudition — hisd&nowledge of world history, his
linguistic skills and his abiding interest in Pppine history.

Note

! Victor LiebermanStrange Parallels: Southeast Asia in Global Contex2800—1830
Volume I: Integration on the mainlarf@ambridge, 2003).



