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Opening & Welcome

Alexia Hudson-Ward is the Azariah Smith Root Director of
Libraries for Oberlin College. Her career of distinction included
serving as tenured associate librarian at Penn State University, an
award winning entertainment editor for The Philadelphia Tribune,
promotions coordinator for WRTI-FM/Temple University Public
Radio & a customer marketing manager with The Coca-Cola
Company. Alexia is the recipient of several honors such as
Library Journal’s “Movers and Shakers (2008) & the
“Outstanding Young Alumni” award from the University of
Pittsburgh’s School of Computing and Information (2013). A
former member of ALA’s Executive Board and the current Chair
of ACRL’s College Libraries Section, she holds a MLIS degree
from the University of Pittsburgh, a BA degree in English
Literature & African American Studies from Temple University
& is currently a doctoral candidate at Simmons University.

Megan Cook teaches medieval literature and the history of the book
at Colby College, where she is an associate professor in the English
department. She is the author of The Poet and the Antiquaries:
Chaucerian Scholarship and the Rise of Literary History, 1532-
1635 (Penn, 2019) and, with Elizaveta Strakhov, the co-editor of
John Lydgate's Dance of Death and Related Works (Medieval
Institute Publications, 2019).

Ed Vermue has been the head of Special Collections and
Preservation at Oberlin College Libraries since 2000. He
has an MLIS from the University of Western Ontario and an
MA in Religion and Culture from Wilfrid Laurier
University. Ed has made it his goal to expand the holdings of
Special Collections in new directions, and seeks to make
book culture interesting to undergraduate students through
the hands-on experience of both book history and the book
arts.
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