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EDITOR'S COLUMN 

This issue of the Canadian Journal of Communication is dedicated to Thelma 
McCormack, professor and chair of the department of sociology at York University 
who was chosen to present the Southam lecture at the June Canadian Communication 
Association meeting in Windsor. She is the first woman to receive this honor which 
recognizes those who have made significant contributions to Canadian 
communications scholarship. 

Professor McCormack's interest in communication issues goes back to 1942 and 
Columbia University where she embarked on a Ph.D in sociology with Robert Lynd 
but was "converted" by the ebullient Paul Felix Lazarsfeld to participate in Bureau of 
Applied Social Research activities. Here she was involved in the famous war bond 
study with Robert K. Merton, investigated stereotypes with Bernard Berelson and 
worked on persuasion projects for the Office of War Information. 

Like so many women, Thelma McCormack's initial career path became "jagged" 
and was lived out on the margins of the academy after she met her future husband 
Robert. When he graduated in English literature the couple left New York for 
Washington, the first of four job postings followed by stays at Northwestern, Montreal 
and Toronto where he was to establish a CBC research branch. During this time Thel- 
ma McCormack did what she still loves doing most: "practical research". In 
Washington (1948-50) this included a stint with the Division of Special Surveys doing 
survey research for the US Department of Agriculture and job satisfaction studies for 
the Civilian Personnel Research Branch of the airforce. While at Northwestern (1950- 
54) she worked in Paul Hatt's Laboratory for Social Research. Montreal, where she 
lived from 1954-57, was the birthplace of her twin daughters and the site for part-time 
teaching in McGill's Sociology department where she met Robert Elkin. 

She credits Elkin with persuading her to become an academic despite her reser- 
vations. She joined York University's Sociology department full time in 1964 and of- 
fered one of the first courses in communications at a Canadian university. Five years 
later the experience of widowhood, which McCormack explains makes one into a 
"non-person", led her to the discovery of feminism. Since then two preoccupations 
have oriented her research: a desire to understand the role of communication in the 
political process, in social movements and in social change, as well as a concern for 
questions raised by feminism. Foci here (as a philosophy BA from Wisconsin) are 
feminism's philosophical foundations, its relationship to civil liberties, and its ability 
to explain forms of social stigmatization. 

As a "doer" Professor McCormack has contributed to every Royal Commission 
inquiry from Fowler through Caplan/Sauvageau, yet without visible acknow- 
ledgement. In spite of this official neglect, public honours have increased over the 
years indicating the powerful ripple effect her teaching and scholarship have had on 
others. We join her in celebrating such accomplishments as the Vilas and McLuhan 
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Teleglobe Canada awards. We also feel honored that the person who "feels proud to 
be working on what she believes in" has raised our consciousness about our respon- 
sibility as human beings and as scholars to support the rhetoric of peace in a media 
world attracted to the metaphors of war and domination. 

The other contributors to this issue echo these same sentiments and join in trac- 
ing other social effects of war-like speech. John Allan Lee analyzes the contending 
forces in the seal hunt controversy. Stuart Allan inquires into the construction of the 
disarmament debate and Sharon D. Stone chronicles how the Canadian peace move- 
ment is framed as socially unacceptable by Toronto newspapers. Together these es- 
says serve as signposts that in research as in life "the personal is political". 

Gertrude J. Robinson 
McGill University 

Thelma McCormack 

PUBLICATIONS 

"The Censorship of Pornography: Catharsis or Learning?" American Journal 
of Orthopsychiatry, 58(4) 492-504 

Peace and Democracy: Does Sociology have Anything To Contibute? Sorokin 
Lecture, University of Saskatchewan - 
"Pornography and Prostitution in Canada: The Fraser Report". Atlantis 
Vo1.13, No.1. 

"Women Audiences and Feminist Audiences" Vanguard. Summer. 

"Caplan-Sauvageau: The Legacy of Marcel Masse" Laurentian University 
Review. XIX, No.2. 

"French Sex" Queen's Quarterly 93, No. 2,265-273. 

"The 'Wets' and 'Drys* Binary Images of Women and Alcohol in Popular 
Culture." Communication Vo1.9.43-64. 

"Deregulating the Economy and Regulating Morality: The Political Economy 
of Censorship" Studies in Political Economy 18, Fall, 173-185. 

"Becoming a Women's Studies Scholar: From 'Stardust* to Section 15" 
Canadian Woman Studies. Vol. 6, No. 3. 

"Feminism and the First Amendment" Justice Quarterly V01.2. No. 2. June 
1985. 
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"Kibbutz Woman: Comrade and Companion, But is She a Person?" Canadian 
Woman Studies. Vol. 6, No. 2. Spring. 

"Feminism and Fertility" Queen's Quarterly 92, No. 2.251-259. 

"Blood Libel". Middle East Focus. Vol. 7, No. 6. March. 

"Hollywood's Prizefight Films: Violence or 'Jock' Appeal?" Journal of Sport 
and Social Issues. Vol. 8, No. 2.19-29. 

"Culture and the State", Canadian Public Policy X No. 3. Sept.: 267-277. 

"The Androgyny Debate." Atlantis, Vol. 9, No. 1 : 118- 126. 

"The Political Culture and the Press of Canada," Canadian Journal of Political 
Science, XVI:3,451-471. Excerpted and reprinted in The Owl, publication of 
Southarn Fellows, Spring 1984. Reprinted in Mass Communications Yearbook 
Vol. 5. Beverly Hills: Sage. 1985 

"The New Criticism and the Sick Role." The Canadian Review of Sociology 
and Anthropology, Vol. 18, No. 1: 3047. 

"Good Theory or Just Theory? Toward a Feminist Philosophy of Social 
Science." Women's Studies International Quarterly, Vol. 4, No. 1: 1 - 12. 
Honorable Mention Marion Porter Prize. Canadian Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Women, 1982. 

"Machismo in Media Research." Social Problems, Vol. 25, No. 5: 544-55. 
Reprinted in G. Cleveland Wilhoit and Harold de Bock (eds.), Mass 
Communication Review Yearbook, Vol. 1. Beverly Hills: Sage. 

"Poverty in Canada: The Croll Report and Its Critics." Canadian Review of 
Sociology and Anthropology. 9 (4): 366-72. 

"Politics and Leisure," International Journal of Comparative Sociology, 
XII: 168-81. 

"Folk Culture and the Mass Media," European Journal of Sociology, 
Vol. X: 220-37. 

"TheProtestant Ethic and the Spirit of Socialism," British Journal of Sociology, 
XX, No. 3, 266-76. Trans. German in Constans Seyfarth and Walter 
M. Sprondel (eds.), Religion and Gesellschaftliche Enhvickhng, Suhrkamp, 
Frankfurt, 1973. 

"Intellectuals and the Mass Media," American Behavioral Scientist, Vol. I X ,  
Nos. 4 and 5: 3 1-36. 
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"Writers and the Mass Media," Canadian Literature, No. 20, Reprinted in 
WE. Mann, Canada: A Sociological Profile. 

"Madchen Without Uniform," Social Research, Vol. 31, No. 3, 
Autumn: 347-63. 

"Innocent Eye on Mass Society," Canadian Literature, No. 22, 
Autumn: 55-60. Reprinted in Raymond Rosenthal (ed.), Mduhan: Pro and 
Con, New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1%8. Reprinted in Alan Wells (ed.), 
Mass Media and Society. Natonal Press Books, 1972. 

"Social Change and the Mass Media," Canadian Review of Sociology and 
Anthropology, Vol. 1, No. 1: 49-61. Reprinted in Michael H. Prosser (ed.), 
Intercommunications Among Nations and Peoples, Harper & Row, 197 1. 

"The Context Hypothesis and TV Learning," Studies in Public Communication, 
No. 4, Autumn: 11 1-25. 

"Social Theory and the Mass Media," Canadian Journal of Economics and 
Political Science, XXVII, No. 1, Spring: 92-100. 

"Canada's Royal Commission on Broadcasting," Public Opinion Quarterly, 
XXIII, NO. 1, Spring: 92-100. 

"Anxiety and Persuasion," Public Opinion Quarterly, XXIII, Spring: 128-33 
(in collaboration with F. Elkin and W. Westley). 

"Military Experience and Attitudes Toward Authority," American Journal of 
Sociology, LII, No. 5: 482-90 (in collaboration with Donald T. Campbell. 

"The Druggist's Dilemma," American Journal of Sociology, 61: 308-15. 
Reprinted in Joseph D. Lohman,Lmv EnforcementandDrug Abuse. Reprinted 
in Albert I. Wertheirner and Mickey Smith (eds.), Pharmacy Practice: Social 
and Behavioral Aspects. Baltimore: University Park Press, 1974, 

"The Motivation and Role of a Propagandist," Social Forces, Vol. 30, 
No. 4: 388-394. 

"The Motivation of Radicals," American Journal of Sociology LVI, 
No. 1: 17-24. Reprinted in Ralph Turner and Lewis M. Killian, (eds.), 
Collective Behavior. Reprinted in Barry McLaughlin, Studies in Social 
Movements. 

"Pragmatism: A Study of Middle Class Ideology," Social Forces, 22, 
NO. 4: 405-10. 
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CHAITERS IN BOOKS 

"Feminism, Women's Studies and the New Academic Freedom" in Jane 
Gaskell and Arlene McLaren (eds.) Women and Education. (Calgary: 
Detselig) 

"If I were Prime Minister" in Ifl were Prime Minister (Edmonton: Hurtig) 

"The End of Communication and the Beginning of Ideology" in Michael 
Gurevitch and Mark Levy (eds) Mass Communication Yearbook. Vo1.6. 
Beverly Hills: Sage. 45-51. 

"Reflections on the Lost Vision of Communication Theory" in Sandra 
J. Ball-Rokeach and Muriel G. Cantor (eds.) Media, Audience, and Social 
Structure. Beverly Hills: Sage, 34-42. 

"The Media and the Controlled Drinking Controversy". In Thelma 
McCormack (Ed.) News and Knowledge, Vol. III, Studies in Communication. 
Conn.: JAIPress, 159-174. 

"The MacBride Report in the Context of Liberal and Marxist Ideology: Toward 
a New Research Agenda" in Walter C. Soderlund and Stuart H. Surlin (eds.) 
Media in Latin America and the Caribbean: Domestic and International 
Perspectives. Windsor Ontario: Ontario Cooperative Program in Latin and 
Caribbean Studies. pp. 20-33. 

"Two (b) or Not ' h o  (b): Feminism and Freedom of Expression" in John 
Lennox (4.) Se Connaitre: Politics and Culture in Canada. Robarts Centre 
for Canadian Studies, York University. 

"Male Conceptions of Female Audiences: The Case of Soap Operas" in Ellen 
Wartella and D. Charles Whitney (eds.) Mass Communication Review 
Yearbook, 4, Beverly Hills, Sage: 273-283. 

Making Sense of Research on Pornography Prepared for Metro Sub-committee 
Task Force on Violence. Reprinted in Varda Burstyn (ed) Women Against 
Censorships Toronto: Douglas and McIntyre. 1985. 

A Square Called a Ring: A Study of Hollywood Fight Films. La Marsh 
Research Program. York. 

"Content Analysis: The Social History of a Method," in T. McCormack (ed.), 
Culture, Code and Content Analysis, Vol. I1 of Studies in Communicaiton, 
Greenwich, Conn.: JAI Press. 

"Development with Equity," in Naomi Black and Ann Baker Cottrell (eds.), 
Women and World Change. Beverly Hills: Sage. p. 15-30. 
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"Revolution, Communication and the Sense of History," in Elihu Katz and 
Tamas Szecsko (eds.), Mass Media and Social Change. London: 
Sage. Pp. 167-85. 

"Feminism, Censorship and Sadomasochistic Pornography," in T. McCormack 
(ed.), Studies in Communication, Vol. 1. Greenwich, Conn.: JAI 37-61. 

"Television and the Changing Cultures of Childhood," in K. Ishwaran (ed.), 
Childhood and Adolescence in Canada. Toronto: McGraw-Hill 
Ryerson. Pp. 302-21. 

"The Sociology of Communication," in G. N. Ramu and Stuart D. Johnson 
(eds.), Introduction to Canadian Sociology. Macmillan, pp. 77-110. 

"Toward a Non-sexist Perspective on Social and Political Change," in Marcia 
Millman and Rosabeth Moss Kanter (eds.), Another Voice: Feminist 
Perspectives on Social Life and Social Science. New York: Doubleday 
Anchor, pp. 1-33. 

"Censorship and 'Community Standards'," in B. Singer (ed.), Communications 
in Canadian Sociery, Toronto: Copp Clark. pp. 242-63. Revised and reissued 
in 1983. Toronto: Addison-Wesley, pp. 209-225. 

MONOGRAPHS 

An Interpretation of Enrollment Trends. Prepared for University Committee on 
Enrollment. University of Toronto. 

Maritime Migrants to Toronto: Selected Cases, Canadian Centre for 
Community Studies. Ottawa. 

Television and Social Change, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 

Citizen Participation, Ontario Medical Association. 

Communication,Revolution and a Sense of History, CentreRecherche Opinion 
Publique. 

Tourists as Emergency Patients: Study of How People Handle Medical Crises 
Without Network Support. 

A Square Called a Ring: A Study of Hollywood Fight Films. The La Marsh 
Research Program. 

Making Sense of Research on Pornography. Prepared for Metro 
Sub-committee Task Force on Violence. Reprinted in Varda Burstyn 
(ed.) Women Against Censorship. Toronto: Douglas and McIntyre. 1985. 


